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Lake Tahoe, July 28, 2007 

L-R: Marc and girlfriend, Asa; Paul and 
Rachel; Anne Hermine and Blake; Suzy; 
Sophia and Stewart; and Oliver (5) and 
Henry (2) 
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Left to right 
Front Row: 


. Barbara McKnight Kutcipal 

. Martha A. Michaels 

. Vivian Krespi Leitner ve ) 
. Janet Swanborg Lee 

. Elisabeth Milton Patterson 


Back Row: 


. Elaine Drobner Schwarz 

. Phyllis Anderson Letendre 
Marilyn Kreitzburg 

. Eleanor Lockridge Olson 

. Carol Klath Schmiedeskamp 
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. Nancy Chadbourne Maze 

. Jeanne Shipley Lyons 

. Jean Anderson Kent 

10? 

11.Connie Markin Holm 
12.Julane Lyman Reed 
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GENERATIONS 


BY ANN BOLSON 


Tommy Patterson 


Tommy 
Patterson: 

a love affair 
with Evergreen 


Writer’s note: As I approached my 5oth 
birthday 10 years ago, I began to take note 
of people whose aging processes I wished to 
emulate. Perhaps it was a flair for fashion, 
or a way with words, or a sparkle in the eye. 
This column is my way of sharing some of 
Evergreen’s finest “wisdom keepers” with our 
mountain community. 


first met Tommy Patterson at a focus 

group held in the lower level of the 

Canyon Courier offices. She wore a 
T-shirt explaining her role as a recreational 
grammarian, one who judges speech and 
writing via the rules of grammar. She 
reminded me a bit of those I'd call “Gray 
Panthers” because of her white hair and 
her passion for all things Evergreen, the . 
Canyon Courier in particular. I suspected 
that “social activist” was her middle name. 


While driving up to her home, nestled 
high in the pines near Marshdale, I en- 
countered her unapologetic opinions once 
more as I passed numerous road signs on 
her driveway. I laughed aloud as I read such 
placards as “No Proselytizing Allowed!” 
Inside, I noted walls lined with LP records 
of classical and jazz music, books, and 
file cabinets. It was impossible to miss the 
stunning view from the deck and living 
room. 

As we progressed through the interview, 
I discovered a woman whom I'd deem 
“the salt of the Earth.” Born in Illinois 
to Swedish and German parents, she was 
surrounded by an enormous family that 
gathered often. The clan lived in close 
proximity. Tommy, born Elisabeth Milton, 


was the youngest of three and the only girl 
of Ray and Ann. Her nickname came from a 
Barney Google comic strip. 

Tommy entered the larger world as a college 
student in Rockford, Ill. She studied psychol- 
ogy with a minor in dance. She met her future 
husband, Dick, while working on a master’s 
degree at Kansas State. The topics offered 
to Tommy for her thesis did not arouse any 
passion in her soul. She left without the degree, 
married Dick, and the young couple began 
their lives together in eastern Illinois. Dick, a 
Colorado native born in Trinidad, tried to love 
Illinois and the greater Chicago region, but his 
heart called him back to Colorado. He sought 
teaching positions in the most beautiful spots 


‘he could find. He had nearly accepted an offer 


in Colorado Springs when Evergreen called. He 
taught English at Evergreen High School and 
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later became the head of that department for 
years. 

Tommy followed him here with their sons, 
Mark and newborn Craig. She readily admits 
that “change is not easy for me,” but she knew 
she could adjust. Summers were hard as she 
envisioned her dozens of cousins coming 
together for family gatherings in Crete, Ill., but 
she persevered. 

They were a one-job, one-car family. When 
the boys started school, she met other moth- 
ers. Her “acceptance” of Evergreen turned to 
love through her participation in the League 
of Women Voters, then the Mountain Area 
Planning Council, and her gradually develop- 
ing affection for the mountains so abundantly 
visible from her home. 

Tommy told me of the love of music shared 
by the men in her immediate family. Dick was 
a musician, and so are sons Mark and Craig. 
Granddaughter Margaret aspires to be an 
actress. It seems that passion fuels this small 
family of transplants. Tommy feels Dick’s 


presence every day, though he has been gone 


’ for years. She is a crackerjack at taking dicta- 


tion and still works, in her 70s, for area author 
. Joanne Greenberg. Life is a challenge that 

she readily accepts. (In recent weeks she has 

coordinated the replacement of the septic tank 

on her property from engineer to excavator.) 

It is snowing as I type this essay. I imagine 
that Tommy has watched the storm roll in 
through her wonderful windows. Her eyes 
misted up the day we talked as she gazed at the 
majestic mountains. “I am home.” 

Her advice to others: “Commit yourself to 
one cause at a time. Don’t multitask”; and, 
“Discern if the change you are contemplating is 
for the better.” Evergreen was best for Tommy 
and Dick, and we are all the richer for it. 

Ann Bolson, pastor at Wild Rose 
Congregational Church, writes the Courier’s 
Generations column, which profiles our com- 
munity’s senior members and treasures their 
memories. 


North Korean Attack Kills I 


Border Incident: Page 8, Front Section 


Aretie Blend: Bach, Blue Jeans 
Touring Orchestra: Page 43, Section D 


(C) 1977, Denver Post-Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON—After a _ sputtering 
Start, emergency federal aid to drought- 
stricken western and Plains states has 
reached a $50 million-a-week pace, of- 
ficials said Tuesday. 

They said the drought-assistance pro- 
grams soon will receive a $470 million 
boost, perhaps as. early as Wednesday, 
when President Carter signs a supple- 
mental appropriations bill. 

The $470 million, intended to aid farm- 
ers and small communities, is part of the 
$844 million package proposed by Carter 
on March 23. Another $100 million in aid 


was cleared earlier, and the rest of the 
Carter plan is pending in Congress. 


THE “INCREASING flow of federal 
loans and grants has been spurred by a 
White House-directed campaign to reduce 
government red tape and speed delivery 


of the drought aid—an effort begun in. 


response to complaints by governors in 
the affected states. 

But officials acknowledge that problems 
remain. Glenn Loomis, an aide to Agri- 
culture Secretary Bob Bergland, said it 
still takes “‘too long” to process farmers’ 
applications for drought. assistance. 
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Loomis said, however, that ‘“‘in the last 
three weeks, we have processed around 
$50 million a week in emergency loans 
and grants.” 

The federal response to the drought 
started slowly, even though the govern- 
ment has a multitude of disaster relief 
programs. A recent report by the Library 
of Congress research service declared 
that ‘‘disaster relief programs of the fed- 


eral government have proven ineffective 
in handling drought-related emergencies,”’ 


then explained why: 


“DROUGHTS DO not occur suddenly 


and may not even be identified as such 
until a dry spell has become long and 
severe. Usually the nation’s response to a 
disaster is triggered after the event itself, 
as in the case of a flood, hurricane, 
earthquake, etc. 

“Disaster relief programs usually are 
designed for this sudden kind of 
catastrophe; we are not as well prepared 
to respond to slowly-developing droughts 
as we are to other disasters.” 

At a Feb. 20 meeting in Denver, gover- 
nors of 10 western states complained to 
Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus that the 
federal bureaucracy was reacting too 


Denver Post Photo by Ernie Leyba 


JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE, LUANNE HAZELRIGG, FAR LEFT, CELEBRATES ELECTION RETURNS 


Mrs. Hazelrigg and her husband, Charles, and 
their supporters reacted jubilantly as the returns 
were posted at the school administration head- 


Minority Demands Met: CU Sit-in Ends 


quarters Tuesday night. Mrs. Hazelrigg and her 
two fellow slate candidates, Bill Ross and incum- 
bent Lewis Stieghorst, went on to capture three 


seats on the board of the largest school district 
in the state. (COMPLETE RETURNS ON SCHOOL 
BOARD ELECTIONS, PAGES 19, 22, SECTION B.) 


15 Cents, 182 Pages 


slowly to the worsening drought. Two 
days later, Carter appointed Jack Wat- 
son, his special assistant for intergovern- 
mental relations, as federal drought coor- 
dinator. Watson then set up a White 
House drought study group which helped 
draft Carter’s legislative package. 

Congress, meanwhile, was moving for- 
ward with a $400 million drought relief 
proposal sponsored by Sen. Henry Jack- 
son, D-Wash. This measure cleared the 
Senate in March, but under White House 
pressure was trimmed in the House to 
$100 million and meshed with Carter’s 
plan. 


FINALLY, CONGRESS last month in- 
serted the $470 million in drought aid into 
‘a $29 billion supplemental appropriation 
bill for a variety of government agencies, 
and sent the measure to Carter. Now 
awaiting his signature, which may be af- 
fixed before he leaves for Europe on 
Thurday, it includes these provisions: - 

—$150. million in low-interest loans and 
$75 million in grants under Farmers 
Home Administration programs to com- 
munities of less than. 10,000 population 
to help them drill wells and construct 
other facilities to increase water supplies. 

—$100 million in Agriculture Depart- 
ment grants to pay 85 per cent of the cost 
incurred by farmers for such soil conser- 
vation steps as emergency tillage and 
planting of cover crops. 

—$30 million in loans to help irrigators 
build pipelines and dig wells, and $14 
million to help the Southwestern Power 
Administration cope with hydro-electric 
shortages caused by low reservoir levels. 


TAX CUT ADVANCES 


PARIS—(AP) —The United States has 
agreed to drop its. cpposition to Vietnam’s 
admission to the United Nations, a joint 
communique issued by the United States 
and Vietnam said Wednesday. 

The communique was read to newsmen 
by Vietnam’s deputy foreign minister, 
Phan Hien, at the end of two days talks 
with the U.S. delegation led by Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard Holbrooke. 
The announcement came after four hours 
of talks on the second day of the confer- 
ence expected to lead to establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the two gov- 
ernments. 


THE UNITED STATES previously had 
vetoed Vietnam’s application to the Unit- 
ed Nations on three occasions. The last 
veto was in November 1976. 

Hien uaid the two delegations would 
resume their talks in Paris within two 
weeks “to seek a rapid normalization of 
relations’? between the two countries. 

The communique said Hien and Hol- 
brooke conferred for seven hours Tuesday 
and Wednesday in the Vietnamese Em- 
bassy in Paris to discuss ‘‘matters left 
behind by the war” and a normalization 
of relations. 

The United States delegation ‘“‘ex- 
pressed its appreciation” of Vietnamese 
efforts to find the bodies of Americans 
missing in action in the Vietnam war, the 
communique read by Hien said. 


IT ADDED THAT the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment would intensify its efforts to 
resolve the MIA problem and would 
provide additional information to the 
United States on missing American ser- 
vicemen. 

Hien said that during the talks he 
told Holbrooke ‘‘the United States is re- 
sponsible for healing the wounds of war 
and helping to rebuild Vietnam. 

‘We have also demanded an immediate 
termination of the U.S. trade embargo,” 
Hien said. But he didn’t claim that Hol- 
brooke had made any commitments or 
either subject. 

But he did say that ‘‘both sides have 
agreed to achieve a speedy normalization 
of relations.” 


Public Works Bill 
White House-Bound 


WASHINGTON —(UPI)— One part of 
President Carter’s economic-stimulus pac- 
kage—a $4 billion public-works jobs bill— 
was on the way Wednesday to the White 
House while one group of House-Senate 
negotiators agreed on appropriations and 
another completed a tax-cut bill. 


The public-works measure won final 
congressional approval Tuesday in the 
House on a 335-77 vote and awaits 
Carter’s signature. Its sponsors said that 
‘by pumping additional funds into long- 
delayed local works projects, up _ to 
600,000 new jobs could be created. 


ONE PROVISION of the jobs bill tells 
Carter it is the sense of Congress that he 
shouldn’t try to block funds already ap- 
propriated for at least 18 water-resource 
projects on the President’s “‘hit list’’ to 
be delayed or stopped entirely. 

Conferees Tuesday finished work on $20 
billion economic-stimulus appropriations, 
including funds for the public-works 
measure as well as money for increased 
revenue sharing, new funds for areas 


sons and $2,800 for couples,.would be 
replaced by.a flat-rate deduction of $2,200 
for single persons and $3,200 for couples, 
resulting in an average tax cut of $121 a 
year for 47 million persons, but a tax 
increase for 1.7 million middle- and up- 
per-income single persons. The flat- 
rate standard deduction will allow simple 
forms with no calculations required, only 
a glance at.a table. 

—No new investment credit would be 
allowed, but those who increase. their 
employment to 102 per cent of last year’s 
total, and wages to 105 per cent of last 
year’s level, could claim tax credits of up 
to $2,100 for each new worker to a max- 
imum $100,000. 

—An end to the sick-pay tax deduction 
and a tightening of tax breaks for Ameri- 
cans working abroad was delayed one 
year to Jan. 1, 1977. 

—A $30 million tax break for indepen- ' 


Continued on page 8. 
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FORT DERUSSY 


ONE OF THE CIVIL WAR DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON 
CONSTRUCTED ON THE SITE IN 1861 FORT HERUSST 
COMMANDED THE DEEP VALLEY OF ROCK CREER.ITS 
ARMAMENT CONSISTED OF 11 GUNS AND WORTARS 
INCLUDING A 1O0-POUNDER PARROTT RIFLE. 
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Meuories of Brunswick, (Gesna te Elisabeth) 


‘ iy eerliest memory of Brunswick detes back to the time, ist elter; Te Grer 
-pought tre plece and took you andgfie with him one day to thse store thet WES 
“goon to be ours. It impressed me particularly beceuse Mr. Vesterméun,or sr. 
Lepin, eve you and me eech & fency silk parasol, flowered in a Dresden _ 
vettern. Tre world has never seemed quite es rose-colored as it did when we 
walked under the shade of thoselovely peresols. 
‘ith the exception of the time when I jumned off the arey, Soles seem 
frene, wiile the horses were still going, end one of the wheels ren over : 


my hecd, I can recell no incident of our moving to the new rome. But when 


we were there and getting things arranged, Yow grand everything seemed? 
Tret brand-new little bureau, with three drawers, that wes fo be for vou, 
Anie, and me, and our little black rockers! With the nink. roses end the 
wreen lecves on the back! Everything newly peinted that could be. I cén see 
the yellov. floors in our bedroom and dining room end kitchen es I think 
ebpout it. The crisp new muslin curtéins , new quilts, and I was soing to, — 
sey ree cerrets. But on second thought,I cennot be sure that we red carpet 


> on eny of the floors just et first, excent the perlor. In that nérlor were 


the curtains, carpet, and white beds»yread mother brought with her from - 
ew York, Sor trae room wes elso the spare room until we ked & second story 
built over the kitchen end sitting room, or rather, the entire wins. I . 

3 thinkfether and mother bought a reg carpet from some woman neer Lovell that 
very fall(1867), and in ae few years, when Hermine wes & tiny baby, we were 


(oS aewin ne some rags of our own for 6 cerpet that Mrs. Mulbert was soiig to 


weave for us. This left a lasting impression beceuse the Fulbarts red sust 


 gottenthe 2ir loom and my curiosity took me pnost-haste to see it. fohn and 


- JI often plcyed with Jessie and Albert Futburt . So I must heve stayed to 
nmlev, even after Mrs. 4. suggested my coming sone other time when Jessie 
would be reelins setter. She wes not well et the time. But I either did not 
take the hint or it wes too lete. The upshot was, that we all came down wikh 
the chicken pox. Poor baby Feraine felt the worst and has one or two pits 
on her feces to this day. 

The reg carvet was a greet success, end efter this et perilodicel 
times we hed to have e new carpet, end you and I hed to halysew ress. This 
business, and nicking cemonile Slossoms when the mosquitoes would be. Pawn 
continually,were the two worst hardships of our very heppy childhood. — na 
. It took mother e long time to set Accustomed to her new enrroundiade<. 
I mervelled at it es a child, to think thet she could feel the slightest 
retret at leéving th . old farm home for such eé fine new home. To say nothing 

ebout the wonderful ¢ erden\ _ 
Ont I alauost Peis ae to renind you of the attic end the cundoard in the 


 chinne:r corner over the store. Do you remember how once or twice ween it 


wes very cold and the "men folks" would be having a big fire in te stove 
in the store, end the stove pipe would set red hot, how we hustled etl of 
the thicgs out of thet cupboard? On! How exciting it wes. Acd the attic 
over tre new part where the meid had her room, she used to take o cendle 
ween she wont to bed, and one eveninrs when she wés reeding in ker nievartuok 
she went to sleep and forsot to put out the licht. So her beddine caurht 
fire but fortunately was discovered before it had made great headwey. But 
the fright made mother very ill. This happened before a oe s time. 


The Garden ((GEesinA Te ELISABETH) 


Your memory of the garden is perhans better than mine, so my description 
may not coincide with yours. And I know father did much to rescue the old 
garden from becoming a wilderness of shrubs and weeds those first years, 
but the details did not bother me es I did not notice them. I stall rever 
forzet my first glimpse of the place. It seemed almost like fairy lend! 

I hed never seen a park ommuch of an attempt et sardening with an eye to 
beauty. Fere was this gerden, with two tall lombardy poplars es sentinels 
at each side of the gate, a wide path leading to a large circle of -sreen, 
with ean evergreen tree in center of the circle. This circle seemed to sep- 
arate the wide path into two half as wide, that brenched to either side and 
joined again into a wide path which led straight, west for whet seemed a 
long way and must have been 150 feet or more. On either side of the path 
were long flower beds edzed with Mey pinks, and on these long beds were 

él1l kinds of low-growing shrubs like flowering almond, waxberry, hewthorn, 
roses, etc., besides perenhials of all kinds. I distinctly recall the tiger 
lilies, fleur de lis, phlox,Bouncing Bet, flame flower, and veonies. I 
forcot to sey that just before the wide path reached the screen circle « 
peth oraenched off to the south and another to the north. The one to thre 


+ 
winding path led to the south end of serden and then along within & do 
feet of the edge. For there was a row of cherry trees ell alone the ou 
edse of the garden.Around this erbor in the southeast corner of the sa 
vere a lot of lilecs, both white and lilac. Half way between center of 
niddle path andouter edge of garden and narellél with the ceder tree in the 
center of the Sreen circle was a large snowball bush on both north end 

south side of sarden. Flanking the winding path to the south were other 
shrubs. I remember the flowering quince and flowering currant. And the old 
ésparegus bed wes near here, also the rhubarb and ribbon ress. 

The path branching to the north led to enother erbor, and pest shrubs 
and flowers and then along the north edge of garden, within & dozen feet 
of therow of cherry trees.(Later peach trees were planted elons tke north 
side} “he south edze of the path had srepe vines, which were treined over 
Ghe path on trellis,or continuous arbor. This led elong the north and 
west to @ large erbor placed at the end of wide central veth. Pere ell the 
paths joined, this wes the climax. Here in this arbot, covered with wild 
grepe vines, wes &@ round téeble ,in.the center and gerden seats. The whole 
wes rather decayed and not safe, to climb to pick the wild srepes, or reech 
the over-hanging cherry branches. So father soon renlaced it with & sood 
substantial new arbor with benches elong the sides and a swing in the 
center for us children. 

Setween these long paths leading ecross the garden, were rows of currants 
and gooseberries, and fruit tree, apples, pears, and plums. Father crafted 
some and elso tried other verieties. snd there was always the exvectancy 
of finding something new end luscious. Do you remember that wonderful apple 
tree with three kinds of apnles some seasons? And the wood-sapnles, meiden'a 
blush, vippins, hervest apples, end the sweet russets right neer where we 
turned into the long grape arbor? And the eversreens? I forgot to say that 
there were three to the north of the path eround the green circle end three 
to the south, besides one on sach side of the wide path soon efter we lesve 
the entrence. Here, too, were clumps of corn lilies and & bush of "old man® 
just aes weentered the garden. 

Oh, end the strewberries, elong the north edge between the “ranes 
end the cherries, and the patches of vezetebles between the rows Of currant 
éud gooseberries, and the bed of caraway just north of the north seni- 
circle of evergreens. 


@ 


The Garden, continued. (GESIN* TO ELISABETH) 


Mow good the first greens tasted, which mother cooked in the early spring’ 
Acd do you remember how father would come in with the first esperagus and 
rhubarb of the season!. Did enything ever taste as good to you in later life 
as that esparagus with melted butter’ 

I em in despair when I try to tell apout the garden of our youth and what 
good times we had discovering the early blossoms and tne first fruit gree 
enouzh to est, and what daring it took on our part to venture out there after 
the first warm rains of spring as we were sure to encounter snakes. You 
remember our first pony, how we took turns riding up and down the paths? 

The garden of my memory has lost its weeds and only the beauty remains. 


THE GArben 
BRUNSWICK, INDIBNA 
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A RECORD OF THE FAMILY OF 


HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN (3 June 1822 - 5 July 1894) son of 


Johann Burchard (1775-1833) & Gesche Luers Beckman (1779~1829) Langwedel, 
Germany 
and 


ELISABETH MARGRETHA FINCK BECKMAN | . (3 August 1835 - 10 July 1879) daughter of 
John Nicholas & Sophia Margretha Ohlandt Finck, Ringstedt, Germany 


CHILDREN 
Born in Hanover Center, Indiana 


John Nicholas (26 Oct. 1856 - 22 May 1946) m. (4 Nov. 1880) Mary A. 
Echterling (1859 to 3 March 1940) 
Sophia Margretha (1858-1861) 
Gesina Marie (4 June 1960) m. (1 June 1861) Dr. August Groman = ait 
(9 Nov. 1856 - 22 April 1947) 
Elisabeth Katherine (14 May 1862) m. (20 Oct. 1897) William Henry Rohe 
(9 Dec. 1861 - 28 april 1938) 


Born in Brunswick, Indiana 


Anna Mathilda (13 Feb. 1865 - 27 Sept. 1951) m. (12 Oct. 1887 ) 
Henry H. Gansbergen (21 May 1858 - 20 Jan. 1942) 
Hermine Elinor (8 Feb. 1668 - 14 Feb. 1943) 
Margaret Jane (30 May 1871 - 31 March 1948) m. (30 Oct. 1895) 
Charles J, Murphy (29 Dec. 1870 = 2 July 1938) 
Herman Christopher (28 Dec. 1874 = 24 Nov. 1931) m. (12 July 1899) 
Geneve Centennial Baum (4 June 1876 - 7 Sept. 1972) 
Burchard Frederick (25 March 1876 - 18 June 1957) m. (29 Nov. 1900) 
Fannie Sheetz (23 Jan. 1875 - 7 sug. 1968) 


A RECORD OF THE HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN FAMILY FROM 1822 oN 


HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN was born on a farm* in Langwedel, Germany, and 
came to America on a 42-day ocean voyage from Bremen in 1846. His econemic 
situation as the youngest* of eight children, coupled with his dissent from the 
war-keen Prussian government, probably influenced his decision to leave Germany. 


The only memory of his youth now available, seems to be the fact that at the 
age of fourteen he was apprenticed to a tradesman who served his own meals ahead 
of his help, and then expected them to be ready for work again when he was, causing 
Grandfather to gulp down hot soup, etc., thus choosing pain for hunger. 


Arriving in New York City he engaged in the shipping business with his 
cousin, Klaus Spreckels (known as the "Sugar King"). They supplied a chain of 
three grocery stores which they ran. 


On 3 June 1852, Grandfather was married to ELISABETH MARGRETHA FINCK, 
daughter of Johan Nicholas Finck and Sophia Margretha Ohlandt Finck, who was born 
in Ringstedt, Germany, and had come to New York in 1850. She was living with her 
sister who had nursed her through a bout of inflammatory rheumatism, 


About 1853 the couple took a trip to Germany to visit relatives. Portraits 
of Grandfather and Grandmother were painted in oil while they were still living 
in New York. Also, during that period, Grandfather won a large sterling silver 
ladle in a sharp-shooting contest. 


After some misfortunes in the shipping business (loss of several ships in 
storms, etc.) Grandfather and Grandmother decided to try their fortune in the 
midwest. They reached Chicego (then called Fort Dearborn) in 1855, by way of 
the Erie Canal and the Great Lakes, and secured land in Lake County, Indiana, 
near the cross-roads town of Hanover Center (pop.50) where they lived in a log 
cabin and their first children were born. The parents slept in the "L" of the 
cabin, with ropes across the four-poster bed and a straw tick (later replaced by 
a feather bed) and a trundle bed underneath for the little children. The older 
children slept in the loft until the cabin was enlarged. 


Besides farming, Grandfather started a small general store with the first 
stock consisting of 3 bolts of cotton goods, 1 bbl. flour, 1 bbl. sugar, and l 
sack of unroasted coffee. He would take farm produce or whatever the settlers 
had to trade, such as hides or pelts of wild animals - mink, muskrat, skunk, etc. - 
into Chicago by wagon, and bring salt, sugar, coffee, cloth, and whatever was 
needed in the area. 


According to an article in the Lowell, Indiana, newspaper, Grandfather 
raised herds of hogs which he hauled by wagon to the Chicago market, purchasing 
lumber with his profits and building the first store in Hanover Center - the 
Center of Hanover Township - thus forming the nucleus for a bustling village. 


* The same farm house in Langwedel is still owned and the farm worked, by des- 
cendents of Grandfather's oldest brother who, according to custom, had inherited 
the farm where they were born. 


ay AE ee 


The store was well-established when Grandfather purchased farmland 2 miles 
west of Hanover Center and moved his general stock to an already existing store 
in Brunswick, Indiana (pop. ¢ 65) where the local Post Office was also housed 
and Grandfather became Postmaster. (Brunswick is about 10 miles from Crown Point 
and 1 mile from the Illinois line.) Here he did a thriving business, taking farm 
products to Chicago for general store ibadieneenes 


Grandfather's good friend, Timothy Ball (2), author and historian, in his 
"Northwest Indiana 1800-1900" (a view of our region through the 19th Century) 
describes the store of H. C. Beckman which "in a single day bought.3700 eggs and 
300 pounds of butter." (One unique feature of Grandfather's store was a black 
iron mortar filled with tobacco from which his customers were free to fill their 
pipes. Many times customers who appeared at meal time were invited to ‘share the 
family's meal' in the part of the building which was the Beckman home. ) 


Grandfather also produced high-grade butter himself. In fact, on one 
occasion his butter won the sweepstakes premium at. the Chicago Stock Show. 


Besides thoroughbred Jersey cows, Grandfather owned several exceptionally 
fine horses, among them a pair of matched "grays" which looked very dashing .when 
drawing a family carriage. Another proud possession was a fine Arabian stud horse. 


Grandmother Beckman, as all who knew her have indicated, was a dear, sweet 
person. The little Hanover Township Church north of Brunswick (called "North 
Church") where Grandmother went for Communion, still stands and the name in 
German, is in the glass window over the entrance. 


Some German letters found in a small trunk of mementos and written by Grandmother's 
parents show that she was much beloved not only by her parents, but by all of her 
relatives and friends, including the pastor of her church in Ringstedt, Germany. 


Among Grandfather's many interests was the raising of fruit trees and experi- 
menting in grafting. It was his custom to plant a new fruit tree each time a 
child was born into the family. He also created a very large and beautiful 
gerden, beloved by all of his children. At one time he undertook to grow hyacinth 
bulbs indoors under glass and he would breathe on the individual bulbs to hasten 
their growth. 


Grandfather's reading included such authors as Thomas Paine who was known 
as an agitator and "free thinker" by Grandfather's contemporaries. 


Grandfather was far ahead of his time in many ways, evidenced not only by 
his reading but by his making it possible for all of his children to have oppor- 
tunities for education, e.g. at such places as Miss Knights! Boarding School in 
Crown Point, Valparaiso College, and Purdue University. 


One of a number of keynotes of Grenfather's philosophy was "Do not infringe 
on the rights of others." 


(1) Gradfather often staked newcomers from Germany to enough stock to carry sbout 
the countryside to sell. Sometimes they repaid him and sometimes not. 


(2) Also author of "Lake of the Red Cedars". 


NOTE: This attempt at a composite of the memories of Grandfather Herman Christopher 
Beckman and Grandmother Margretha Finck Beckman is colored by the fact that 

the writer has deliberately omitted anything possibly controversial (such as causes 

of death, etc.). The items mentioned have been supplied by cousins ~ the third 

generation of this branch of the Beckman family - including Dorothy Groman Ellis, 

J. Baum Beckman, Richard @ansbergen, Charles Murphy, Jr., Ann Rohe Milton, and 

Helen Rohe Gjerde. 


: DESCENDANTS OF HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN & ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK BECKMAN 


: } 
SECOND GENERATION - FIRST CHILD ~ JOHN NICHOLAS BECKMAN m. MARY A. ECHTERLING 
nA naire neeten Se a Ace ene ene tae ag 


JOHN NICHOLAS BECKMAN (10/26/1856-5 ed merchant and realtor, 
m. Mary A, Echterling (1859-3 3/1940 » daughter of Frederick Echterling 
and Mary Anna Cloidt Echterling of Brunswick, Indiana in St. Michael's 
Church, Chicago, Ill., 11/4/1880. ‘The attendants were 


Gesina M. Beckman (John's sister) 
Minnie Brenker 

Julius Echterling (Mary's brother) 
George Deverling 


4 wedding supper was served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Christ Brenker 
(cousins of John) on Lincoln Avenue, Chicago. 


The couple lived in Brunswick, Indiana, until 1906 when they moved to 
Hammond, Indiana. They celebrated their 50th Wedding Jnniversary (1930) 
at the home of son, John, Jr., and Mary, Jr. (Hammond), who gave a 
dinner party for all their children and their familes, after which they 
held anti Open House from 4 to 9 pem. for many friends and relatives. 


Children 


John Frederick Beckman (6/25/1882-6 22/1951) 
August c. Beckman (10/30/1883-4/24 oo 
Agnes Elisabeth Beckman (8/6/85~9/15/85 
Agnes Beckman (6/15/87-11/4/88) 

Mary Elisabeth Beckman ee 95) 
Henry Joseph Beckman (2 1-2/19/92 

Eisner Blisabeth eas fae 3675/01/65) 
Margaret Beckman (5/3/95-8/2/95 

Marie Therese Beckman (6/1/96~2 a 
Fred Herman Beckman (6/28/98-9/17/58 ) 
Henry Bernard Beckman (2/2/1900)-10/2/1900 ) 
Edgar Willian Beckman (7/25/1903- ) 


LHIRD GENERATION 


JOHN F. BECKMAN (6/25/1882-6/22/1951) m. Mary Krost (10/2087-1/24/71), 
deughter ot Fred and Emma Kauffer Krost (Hanover, Ind.) in St. Joseph's 
Church (1/10/11), Hemmond, Ind. John was in the lumber business for 
many years. 


Children 


Mary Katherine Beckman 10/5/11 

Monica Elinor (Betty) Beckman 5/4/15) 

John Frederick Beckman, Jr. 12/21/16 b. Hammond, Indiana 
Joseph Krost (Jodie) Beckman 11/20/20 

Carolyn Krost Beckman 8/28/23 


FOURTH GENERATION 


MARY KATHERINE BECKMAN (10/5/11- ) m. Frank Kristel, sen of Andrew* 
and Augusta* Schwartz Kristel (Gajdel, Germany) in St. Joseph's 
Church, Hammond, Ind., 5/17/34 
*Andrew came to America 1914 


*Augusta and children (Frank and sister) came in 1920 and settled 
in Calumet City, Illinois 


Children 
Mary Katherine Kristel 6/5/45 


FIFTH GENERATION 
M‘RY oe KRISTEL (6/5/45- ) m, Larry Amick, Brownsburg, Ind. 
8/72 


Children 


Michael Dale Amick 11/13/72 
Carolyn Marie Amick 10/9/73 b. Brownsburg, Ind. 


FOURTH GENERATION 


MONICA EB. BECKMAN (5/4/15-4/12/72) m. Thomas Joseph Radigan, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Radigan (Gary, Ind.) at St. Joseph's Church, Hammond, 


Ind., 6/18/41. Wedding Breakfast was served at her home, 38 Glen- 
dale Perk, Hammond, Ind. 


Children 


Thomas Radigan, Jr. 8/3/h2 ) 
Timothy Patrick Radigan ate 43 
Mona E. Beckman Radigan 6/15 45 
Jeffrey John Radigan 8/26/46 

Mary Ann Radigan / /5) 


FIFTH GENERATION 


TIMOTHY PATRICK RADIG/‘N (10/15/43- ) m. Lisa Iannone 
-11/9/73 


Children Brittany Ann Radigan 11/9/73 
MONA E. BECKMAN R/DIGAN (6/15/45- ) m. James Reagan 8/2/69 


JEFFREY JOHN RADIGAN (726 48- )m. Joyce Damgaard 
9/7/75 


MARY NN RADIGAN ( J ae m. David MoQnillan 
5/12/73 


FOURTH GENERATION 


JOHN FREDERICK BECKMAN , JR. (12/21/16- ) m. Anna Louise Burkhart 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John C, Hinshaw, Bloomington, Ind. 4/11/42 


Children 


Loudnn Beckman 3/30/44 b. Milwaukee 
“+ Elinor Jane Beckman 4/3/46 


’ QW teeree: Sete 15 9/18/50 ) 
Margaret Elizabeth Beckman 6/12/53 >. Hammond, Ind. 
Richard Clark Beckman 7/29/55 


FIFTH GENERATION 


LCUANN BECKMAN (3/30/44. ) m. Leigh Alan Mayer, son of Joseph and 
Inez Mayer of Hammond, Ind on 6/3/67. Divorced 1971 


'\ MARGARET ELIZABETH BECKMAN (6/12/53- -) m. Robert Stephen Wood 
) on 8/2/75. Bobby came over from Edinburgh, Scotland 
on a fiancee visa to marry Margaret and stay as a permanent 
resident, 


FOURTH GENER ATION 


JOSEPH KROST BECKMAN (11/20/20- m. Mary Catherine Pielsticker 
(12/16/23, North Platte, Neb.) in Des Moines, Towa 5/5/45 


Children 


Susan Gay Beckman 4/10/46 

Joseph Krost Beckman, Jr. 2/11/48 
Christopher Conrad Beckman 11/25/50 
Mary Laurel Beckman 2/6/53 


b. Hammond, Ind. 


FIFTH GENERATION 


SUSAN GAY BECKMIN (4/10/46- ) m. David Emile LeBlanc (7/11/44 
Abbyville, La.) in Munster, Ind. 8/1//66. Divorced 


Children 


Brendan Eric LeBlanc 4/09/67 - », Corvallis, Oregon 
Joshua Elie Le Blanc 9/7 70 - b. Hammond, Ina. 


JOSEPH KROST BECKM‘N TII (2/11/48- ) m. Marie Miles (9/29/51 
Salisbury, Md.) 5/26/73 


MARY LAUREL BECKM:N ye ) m. Brian Claude Swanson (1/9/51 
Hammond, Ind. 3/26/71 


Children 


Marianne Swanson 11/16/71 
Brian Christopher Swanson 8/27/74 } >» Hammond, Ind. 


FOURTH GENER ATION 
CAROLYN KROST BECKMAN (8/28/23- ) m. James Mathev Gartland in Hammoud, 
Indiana 4/27/43 


Children 


Kathleen Gartland 8/29/48 

Carol Gartland 7/31/51 

James Matthew Gartland, Jr. 8/16/52 
Timothy Beckman Gartland 4 17/54 
Daniel Beckman Gartland 5/24 56 


FIFTH SENERATION 
KATHLEEN GARTL/ND (8/29/48- ) m. Thomas Robert Hunt on 6/13/70 
Children | 


Elizabeth Hunt 7/3/71 
Thomas Robert Hunt 1/16/75 


THIRD GENERATION 
AUGUST C. BECKMAN (10/30/1883-4/24/1943) m. Katherine Kennedy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank McMahon Kennedy, Duluth, Minnesota 6/5/1911 


No children 
ELINOR BECKMAN (11/30/1892-2/21/65) m. C. A. Massaro ( / / )in2/ /54 


MARTE THERESE BECKMAN (6/1/96~2/14/58) m. Leonard Moran (d. 1965) son of 
William and Anna Ryan Moran (Hammond) in St, Joseph's Church, Hammond, 
Indiana 9/16/22 


Children 


Maryanna Moran 1/16/24 


William John Moran 4/30/34 ' >. Hammond, Ind. 


FOURTH GENERATTON 
MARYANNA MORAN (1/16/24 ) m. James S. Stone (Hammond) in St. Joseph's 
Church, Hammond, Indiana 


Children 


James 8S. Stone, Jr. ("Stein") 10/20/52 b, Birmingham, Ala. 
Ann Leonard Stone 9/20/56 Ashville, North Carolina 


FIFTH GENER ATION 


ANN LEONARD STONE (9/20/56- ) M. LeToy Crosby on 9/4/76 


WILLIEM JOHN MORAN (4/30/34~ ) m. Janet Sue Cartwright (3/30/35- —) 
daughter of Eugene and Mae Emma, Cartwright of New Castle, Indiana 
in St. John Bosco Church, Hammond, Indiana 


Children 


Susan Marie Moran 11/7/64 
Jennifer Ann Moran 6/29/67 
Molly June Moran 9/26/68 

HIRD GENER: | Mariah Elizabeth Moran 11/9/71 


FRED HERMAN BECKMAN (6/28/98-9/17/58) m. Jane Wilson (2/19/07 +) daughter of 
Jesse and Gail Wasson Wilson (Hammond ) at St. Joseph's parsonage, 
Hammond, Indiana 4/19/28 


) b. Hammond, Indiana 


Children 
Gail Mary ee ee ) 
Barbara Beckman 7/21 31 
Frederick Herman Beckman, Jr. 11/7/33 b. Hemmond, Ind. 
Jesse Wasson Wilson Beckman ("Winkie") 6/14/36 


FOURTH GENERATION 


GAIL MARY BECKM’N (1/1229- )m. R. Joseph Rudolph ( ) 6/ /51 
Children 


Janet Marie Rudolph 1/27/53 
Raymond Joseph Rudolph, Jr. 2/9/54 ) pb, Lafayette, Ind. 
John Rudolph 5/30/56 


FOURTH GENERATION 
BARBARA BECKMAN (7/21/31 ) m. William Kenneth Cramer (2/26/29- ) 
in Hemmond, Indiana 6/20/53 


Children 


William Kenneth Cramer 3/7/54 


Jane Allison Cramer b. Hammond, Indiana 


Martin Cramer 6/30/57 ) 
James Cramer 7/8/58 b. South Bend, Indiana 
Robert Wasson Cramer 12/7/60 


Elisabeth Cramer 3/16/63 : 

Daniel Cramer 1/2 65 b. Columbus, Ohio 

FREDERICK HERMAN BECKMAN, JR. (11/7/33- +) m. Patricia Rogan (10/23/36- ) 
Hammond, Indiana 1958 


Children 


Mary Jane Beckman 3/30/59 ) 
Frederick Herman Beckman III 5/24/60 
Richard Wasson fee 6/20/53 
Carol Beckman 2/26/67 ; 
Wendy Beckman 11/29/68 b. Hammond, Indiana 
Susan Beckman 12/9/70 


James Rogan Beckman 3/3/72 
THIRD GENERATION 
EDGAR WILLIAM BECKMAN (7/25/03- ) m. Laura Mary Fitzgerala (4/5/02- -) 


Children 


Joan Meriam Beckman 2/23/26 
Laura Jane Beckman 12/23/35 } b, Toledo, Ohio 
FOURTH GENERATION 
JOAN MERIAM BECKMAN (2/23/26- ) m. L. Ross Chism (5/30/25- +) 
at Bond Chapel, University of Chicago 6/18/49 


Children 


Elizabeth Jane Chism 10/19/51 
John Ross Chism 3/19/54 b. Chicago, Ill. 
Thomas Edward Chism 6/22/57 


FIFTH GENERATION 


ELIZABETH JANE CHISM (10/19/51- ) m. Robert Galloway (5/1/51- +) 
Wooster, Ohio 12/29/71 


FOURTH GENERATION 


LAURA JANE BECKMAN (12/23/35- ) m, Chesley S. Lancaster (8/30/32- 
in Boston) Winnetka, Ill. 6/15/55 


Children 


Thomas Earnshaw Lancaster 6/16/62 b. Berkeley, California 
Nathaniel Beckman Lancaster 1/30/72 b. New Hope, Penn, 
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_. DBScENDawTs oF BERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN & ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK BECKMAN 
C 


OND GENERATION -. THIRD CHILD - GESINA MARIE BECKMAN m, DR. AUGUST GROMAN 
ee a Rc he ann 


GESINA MARIE BECKMAN (6/4/1860 ~ 10/25/1949) m. 6/1/1861 to Dr. August Groman 
(11/9/1856 - 4/22/1947) son of Dr. Charles & Caroline Kluckhohn Groman, in 
her father's home, Brunswick, Indiana. Attendants: Anna M. Beckman and 
Charles Groman, Jr. after wedding, left by way of Goodenow and Chicago, 
Illinois, for future home in Odebolt, Iowa. Cesina ("Sena") and August 
celebrated their Golden Wedding (June, 1931) at family picnic planned by 
Herman and Alice at Crown Point Fairgrounds, Indiana; their 65th Wedding 
fnniversary (1 June 1946) at a reception vien by the First Presbyterian 
Church, Odebolt, Iowa. 


CHILDREN (All born Odebolt, Iowa) 


Herman Charles Groman, b. 8/18/1882 ~:4. Wace Whitehall, Mich. 
Lucille Elisabeth Groman, b. 2/3/1885 ~d. 8 28/1895 Odebolt, Iowa 
Alice Caroline Groman, b. 7/15/1887 - d. May, 1962 
Helen Margaret Groman, b. 8/28/1890 - a. 1/16/1907 Odebolt, Iowa 
Dorothy Hermine Groman, b, 11/2/1894 - 

Eleanor Anna Groman, b. 6/25/1898 - d. 8/27/1933 Tucson, Arizona 


THIRD GENERATION 


DR. HERMAN CHARLES GROMAN (8/18/1882 Odebolt, Iowa ~ 7/21/1954 Whitehall, Mich. 
m. 6/25/1908, West Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. to Eunice Kellar Castello 
(5/14/1688 - 3/18/1932) of Edwardsville, I1l., daughter of William and 
Catherine Lenckel Kellar and later adopted by Joseph Patrick Castello after 
he married Eunicets mother. 


CHILDREN 
William Kellar Groman emi 10/16/1909 - ad. Oct. ak 
Katherine Kellar Groman b. 6/8/1911 - 
Dorothy Hermine Groman II b. 3/5/1913 - ) bs Hammond, Ind: 
Ruth Alice Groman b. 2/5/1919 a 


Dr. Herman Groman's second marriage 3/19/1933, Chicago, to Jannette Edwards, 
daughter of Albert Jonathan Edwards of Fort Dodge, Iowa, and Ella Robinson 
Edwards. 


FOURTH GENERATION 


KATHERINE KELLAR GROMAN (b. 6/8/1911 Hammond, Ind.) m. 11/17/1934 at home, 
7 Wildwood Road, Hammond, Ind., to William Moorhouse Schuyler (b. 7/22/1909 
3741 Grand Blvd., Chicago) son of Daniel Jay, Jr.* and Sybil Moorhouse 


Schuyler® 

CHILDREN 
William Moorhouse Schuyler, Jr. - b. 6/4/37 
Sybil Eunice Schuyler ~- b. 7/9/39 St. Luke's Hospital 
Peter Hroman Schuyler - b, 11/1/40 Chicago, Illinois 
Philip Daniel Schuyler - b. 10/7/46 


* Daniel Jay Schuyler, Jr. (9/28/1873 - 11/11/1952 Indiana dve., Chicago) son of 
Daniel Jay and Mary Byford Schuyler 

* Sybil Moorhouse Schuyler (3/25/1876 Michigan Ave., Chicago) daughter of William 
Russell and Fanny Farrar Moorhouse 


FIFTH GENERATION 
WILLIAM MOORHOUSE SCHUYLER, JR. (6/4/37) m. 6/11/64 at St. Chrysostom's 


Church, Chicago, to Barbara Conover Butcher (widow) (b.1/23/37), 
daughter of Herbert and Margaret Conover of Hightstown, N.J. 


CHILDREN 


Sarah Elizabeth Butcher Schuyler (5/8/58) daughter of Barbara Butcher 
and her first husband (who dropped dead Nov., 1958 at age of 23); 
adopted by William Schuyler, Jr., after his marriage to her mother. 


FIFTH’ GENERATION: ae i eye ae 
SYBIL EUNICE SCHUYLER (7/9/39) m. 1/25/69 at Quigley Chapel, Chicago to 
John Canavan Bruel (bd. 8/18/27 at family's summer home, New Jersey), 
son of Robert and Sarah Canavan Bruel, New York City 


CHILDREN 


John Schuyler Bruel b. 8/19/70 ) 
Stephen William Bruel b. 5/9/72 ) New York 


FIFTH GENERATION 


PETER GROMAN SCHUYLER (11/1/40) m. 11/28/59 at St. Chrysostom's Church, 
to Linda Throp Bryant (7/4/40) daughter of Edward and Bettye Stevenson 
Bryant, Chicago 


CHILDREN 


Peter Groman Schuyler, Jr., b. 3/18/61 ) 
David Bryant Schuyler, b. 3/12/63 y eaeeveny Hospital, Chicago, Ill. 


FIFTH GENERATION 


PHILIP DANIEL SCHUYLER (10/7/46) m. 6/25/71 in a civil ceremony (No Protes- 
tant Churches in Morocco) in Feg, Morocco, to Karen Lynn Weber (1/14/47) 
daughter of Heinz and Jeanne Perkins Weber of Berkeley, Calif. Philip 
was in the Peace Corps two years and two more working for the government. 
Karen spent summer ('74) in Cairo on U.S. grant to study Arabic. 


FOURTH GENERATION 


DOROTHY HERMINE GROMAN II (3/5/13) m. 10/24/36 (Thorndyke Chapel, University 
of Chicago) to Donald ary O'Kieffe* (4/16/08 - 9/2/55) son of C. D. 
O'Kieffe's. *Donald O'Kieffe with Chase Nat'l Bank, Hong Kong, China - 
held as prisoner of war at the fall of Hong Kong to the Japanese; one of 
1400 returned to U.S. as exchange prisoners via S.S. Gripsholm (1942). 
Wife (Dorothy) and baby (Donald) sent back to U.S. before arrival of the 
Japanese, 


CHILDREN 


Donald Ary O'Kieffe, Jr. b. 3/10 38, Hong Kong BCC 
Douglas Groman O'Kieffe b, 1022/41, Chicago, Illinois 
Diane O'Kieffe b. 3/4/45, Havana, Cuba 


FIFTH GENERATION 


DONALD ARY O'KIEFFE, JR. (3/10/38) m. 5/1/66 New Haven, Conn. to 
Jane Campbell Dick (1/17/37) 


CHILDREN 


Donald O'Kieffe III (5/28/68) 


John Bowman 0'Kieffe (9/29/69) tas 


FIFTH GENERATION 
DOUGLAS GROMAN O'KIEFFE (10/22/41) m. 8/17/63 Chicago to Mary Margaret Gillen 
(8/11/43) 
CHILDREN 


Jennifer Katherine Groman O'Kieffe, b. 4.4.67, Ft. Benning, Ga. 
Alice Jannette Groman O'Kieffe, b. 8/1/69, Muskegon, Michigan 


FIFTH GENERATION 
DIANE O'KIEFFE (3/4/45) m. 7/1/66, Chicago, to Charles David Thomas (6/23/44) 
CHILDREN 
Deborah Jane Thomas (4/21/73) Cincinnati, Ohio 


FOURTH GENER ATION 


RUTH ALICE GROMAN (2/5/19) m. 1939, Toledo, Ohio to Ward Carl Meyers (1915, 
Youngstown, Ohio) son of Carl Wilhelm Meyers*(1891) and Louise Frederica 
Wolf Meyers® (1891, Steubenville, Ohio) 


* Son of Wilhelm and Wilhelmina Meyers b. Germany 
° Daughter of Frederic and Wilhelmina Oesterling Wolf, both of 
Steubenville, Ohio 


CHILDREN 
Mary Lou Meyers (1942) Philadelphia, Pa. 
Geoffrey Groman Meyers (1944) Rochester, Minn. 
FIFTH GENERATION 
MARY LOU MEYERS (1942) m. 1968 to James Scoville Templeton 


CHILDREN 


Keith Templeton (1970) 
Karen Templeton (1972) 


FIFTH GENERATION 
GEOFFREY GROMAN MEYERS (1944) m. 1969 to Veronica Johnston 


CHILDREN 
Kurt Meyers (1971) 


THIRD GENERATION 
ALICE CAROLINE GROMAN (7/15/1887 - May, 1962) m. 9/24/13, Odebolt, Iowa 
to Donald Admiral, son of Nicholas and Virginia Holton Admiral - 
divorced 1928 
CHILDREN 
Virginia Holton Admiral II b. 2/4/15 - The Dalles, Oregon 
Eleanor Elizabeth Admiral b. 12/12/16 - Odebolt, Towa 
FOURTH GENERATION 
VIRGINIA HOLTON ADMIRAL II (2/4/15) m. 2/12/42, Washington Square Church, 
New York to Robert De Niro 
CAT LDREN 
Robert De Niro, Jr., 8/17/43 - New York City 


FOURTH GENERATION 
ELEANOR ELIZABETH ADMIRAL (12/12/16) m. 11/11/39 at Thorndyke Hilton Chapel, 
University of Chicago, to Walter Richard Haefele of Cincinnati, Ohio 
CHILDREN 


Joan Alice Haefele b. 9/20/40 


Richard Haefele b. 10/25/h2. Wilmington, Delaware 


FIFTH GEN@RATION 


JOAN ALICE HAEFELE (b. 9/20/40) m. 12/15/62 to Philip Roos, son of Caroline 
Pollak Roos 


CHILDREN 
Caroline Roos, b. 7/12/64 


FIFTH GENERATION 


RICHARD HAEFELE (10/25/42) m. 6/19/65, Key West, Florida to Joan Elizabeth 
Westall 9 6/8/45) daughter of James and Viola Westall. (Both are 
graduates of Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon. ) 


THIRD GENERATION 


DOROTHY HERMINE GROMAN (11/2/1894) m. 1/14/1920, Chicago, Ill. to 
Luther Edward Ellis of Bluffton, Indiana (9/29/1889, Peach Grove, Ky. - 
d. 8/1/51, Washington, D.C.) son of Edward Osman and Ella Adams Ellis, 
both b. Peach Grove, Ky. - moved to Liberty Center, Ind. (1903) 


(Parents of Luther's father b. in Kentucky. Parents of both came down 
Ohio River on flatboats and settled on land purchased from the government 
while Kentucky was still part of Virginia. The father of this L. H. Ellis 
served in the Revolution at age 16 to 18, broke his leg stepping in a 
hole in the field at the surrender of Cornwallis. 


Parents of Luther's mother were Robert Scott Holmes and Elisabeth Fisher 
Adams, both born in Kentucky. Their parents came from Massachusetts 
(the Adams from Lowell) soon after the Revolutionary War in which 
ancestors of both had served.) 


CHILDREN 
Kent Ellis b. 6/22/21 ) Wes 
Dorothy Ann Ellis b. 6/12/23 ) Grand Rapids, Michigan 
FOURTH GENERATION 


KENT ELLIS (6/22/21), Ensign USNR, Lieutenant, 1945 = m. 6/29/43, Sixth 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, D.C., to Jane Katherine DelVecchio, 
daughter to the Samuel DelVecchios. 


Son - Stephen Mark Ellis (12/29/45) 


Kent Ellis (cont'd) - divorced and remarried 6/20/50, Congregational 
Church, South Hadley, Mass. to Barbara Kent Koehler (10/5/25) daughter 
of Frank T. and Katherine Koehler 


CHILDREN 
Karen Ellis b. 2/25/51, Washington, D.C. 
Kent Bradford Ellis b. 5/20/52, New York City 
FOURTH GENERATION 


DOROTHY ANN ELLIS (6/12/23) m. 7/15/44 (First Presbyterian Church, Evanston, 
Ill. by Rev. Harold Bowman who had married her parents) to William Trunkey 
Lane, Jr., Lt. Air Force of Wilmette, Ill. son of W. T. and Katherine 
Nolan Lane. 


CHILDREN 


Scott Ellis Lane b. 6/4/53 
Sally Ann Lane b. 11/22/54 


THIRD GENERATION 


ELEANOR ANNA GROMAN (6/25/1898) m. 12/10/21 (at her brother Herman's home, 


et Indiana) to Joseph John Day, son of the J. J. Days (New Albany, 
Ind. 


Eleanor died 8/27/33, Tucson, Arizona - Interment, Odebolt, Iowa. 
(Joesph Day married again. ) 
CHILDREN 

Joseph John Day, Jr. b.10/1/22 et 3) 

Robert Charles Day b. 2/11/26 } Chicago, Illinois 


FOURTH GENERATION 
JOSEPH JOHN DAY, JR. (10/1/22 m. Dec. 1957, Nuerenberg, Germany to Lydia 
Loesch 


CHILDREN 
Linda Ann Day b. 1/13/60 
Joseph John Day III (Jay-Jay) b. 7/29/63) 
FOURTH GENERATION 
ROBERT CHARLES DAY (2/11/26 - 9/6/57) m. 9/4/49 to Sally Dutcher (Both 


graduates of Univ. of Illinois) 


CHILDREN 


Judith Ann (b. Stockton, California) 


DR. HERMAN CHARLES GROMAN 
(from a letter written by his daughter Katherine Groman Schuyler) 


Herman was born in Odebolt, Iowa, where his parents built a good-sized house, 
perhaps a few years later, because my father charged his little friends to come 
in to see the first inside plumbing in the town. He had five sisters, and expec- 
ted them all to wait on him. 


When he was 16 he left home on a bicycle accompanied at first by the local 
school teacher, sleeping in haystacks, having no road-markers nor paved roads to 
guide them. When Herman reached New York City, he lived with his Uncle Henry 
Noehren, a minister, and went to C.C.N.Y. to prepare for entrance into Yale Uni- 
versity. He loved Yale and hardly ever missed a class reunion there (Class of 
1904), returning from one of his round-the-world trips for his 50th reunion 
shortly before his death near his summer home on the Whitehall, Michigan Golf 
Course (which he had always said was the best golf course in the world). At Yale 
his college fraternity was Phi Delta Theta and, of course, he was Phi Beta Kappa. 
He tried football but, after a minor injury, went out for track instead. Coach 
Amos Alonzo Stagg changed from Yale to the University of Chicago the same year 
Herman went to Rush Medical School. As rules were different at that time, Herman 
continued to run for Chicago, winning more awards and being selected for the 1908 
Olympic team. 


However, he gave up running to start medical practice and get married. He 
told me he had written out a list of qualifications for a wife, the first of which 
was good health, but when Marguerite Gansbergen introduced him to my mother 
(Eunice) he thre the list away ~ her other qualities outweighed her bad heart. 
They were married at her home on West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, by his Uncle 
Henry. 


Herman started practice ir Hammond on the advice of Uncle John Beckman and 
became a specialist in industrial medicine and surgery. At one time he was the 
doctor for 58 factories of varying sizes, none of which had even a first-aid 
station but Herman 'made them put them in’. 


He loved movies and, in the days when doctors has evening office hours, he 
went to the movies late because he could sleep without the telephone ringing, 
Everyone knew this habit, so sometimes the film was interrupted and his name was 
flashed on the screen to tell him he was wanted. Later he had to have a nurse on 
duty 24 hours becuase of night accidents and as he got busier he hired young 
doctors to help hin. 


Herman had the first x-rat machine in town and my mother had to take the 
films until he could get someone else to do it. He owrried about the prevalence 
of goiter in this area in the days before iodized salt, and was one of the first 
to use thyroid extract which was made at the stockyards and smelled like that. 
Dorothy and I spent many hours filling capsules. (I think we were paid a penny 
for ten and I hope our hands were clean.) We also had to wash liniment bottles 
because doctors used to hand out medicine when there weren't many drug stores. 


Herman would often take one of us along when he made a 'call', then get so 
interested talking to the patient or his family that he would forget a tired, 
cold child. Once I trudged home a mile or so after néarly freezing in the car. 


aD» 


I don't think he ever realized he had started out with me in the car. Another 
winter day, when Dorothy and I were along, Herman, who hada good sense of direc- 
tion and didn't bother with signs, decided to take a short-cut. It looked like 
a@ snow-covered road between rows of trees but there was ice underneath the snow 
and Herman couldn't get traction and the next thing we knew the car had gone 
through the ice - what was a road in summer was a river in winter. We stood 
around howling, but he found various logs and things so that he could get out, 
and did. We had one car whose wheels would not stay on. We got used to that - 
one of us would go after the wheel while Herman jacked up the car and then put 
the wheel back on. 


Herman was extremely interested in the St. Lawrence Seaway and worked hard 
on that for years - on interstate committees to determine who should take how 
much water out of Lake Michigan. Locally he was chairman of the Hammond city 
planning commission when very few places had one, He was City Health Commissioner 
and in that capacity, had an office in the same building as the City Jail which 
we liked to look at from a respectable distance, His membership in the Masons, 
Elks, and Kiwanis Club was not, I think, from conviction but because it was 'The 
thing to do'. 


Herman knew nothing about music though he would go to operas and concerts. 
He didn't read fiction but kept up with medical journals and read history and 
travel books 'til all hours. He collected oil lamps and antique surgical instru- 
ments, very old rush lamps, tiny Egyptian clay ones, Eskimo lamps, etc. - the 
'newestone'! (German) c. 16th Century. He also collected stamps, off and on, 
often buying a whole collection just to get one or two he wanted. He was delighted 
when a batch of letters (belonging to a postmaster relative of Jan's) was found 
in an attic, all sent before there was a regular U.S. postal system and each 
place having its own version of a stamp to show postage had been paid. 


In a way, Herman was a gambler - not horses or Las Vegas but real estate. 
He was always trading a farm for a filling station, for a movie house, for a 
house, for whatever. He thought thet was fun. He loved to play bridge when he 
couldn't play golf. One summer Jan hired a cook who turned out to be a good 
card player, so Jan cooked and the woman played cards with Herman. 


Herman kept us out of school whenever he was going some place he thought we 
should see, and told our teachers we learned more with him than we would at 
school. We never had a meal - they were always lessons! 


But when I think of my father I think first of how he loved PEOPLE. Anyone 
who stopped him on the street to ask directions in broken English was promptly 
brought home for dinner. He claimed that he could tell, after a few minutes’ 
conversation, within 25 miles of where anyone came from - in this country or 
others. He had an "ear" and a knowledge of local expressions. This won him many 
friends. When he traveled, if he asked directions, it would turn out to be of 
come local official who would then do all sorts of nice things for him. (When 
I ask, it turns out to be some other tourist who knows less than I do!) 


As long as he lived I always felt that no matter what happened it was all 
right - "Daddy could fix it." 


\ \ 
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\ ‘DESCENDANTS OF HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMEN ~ ELIZABETH MARGARET FINCK BECKM:\N 

ea a eae re hoe tar rena Rn na stein kta 


SECOND GENER/TION - FOURTH CHILD - ELIZABETH KATHERINE BECKMAN m. WILLIAM H. ROHE 
SS ee LH RAL AER NY CACAMAN m. WibLLLAM H. ROHE 


ELISABETH KATHERINE BECKMAN (5/14/62-4/30/59) m. WILLI.\M HENRY ROHE (12/9/61- 
5/28/38) druggist, banker (1906-1932), son of Henry & Dorothea Maris Hinze 
Rohe (Crete, Illinois) on 10/20/97 in her sister Jnna's home, 1392 W. Polk 
Street, Chicago, Ill. After a wedding trip to Memphis, Tenn., Lookout Mt., 
etc. they settled in Crete, Illinois. 


Children / / 
Helen Marie Rohe 9/3/98 ee 
‘nn Elisabeth Rohe 7/18/01 ) b. Crete, Illinois 


THIRD GENERATION 


HELEN M‘RIE ROHE (9/3/98- ) m. MELFORD DONALD GJERDE (9/15/97-4/6/76) son 
of Melchor & Rachel Larson Gjerde of Chicago Heights, Illinois on 
6/30/20 in the home of her parents, Crete, Illinois 


Children 
Elisabeth Ann ahd a ag j b. Mankato, Minnesota 
Helen Jane Gjerde 11/25/28 ' 
Margaret Jean Gjerde 8 19/35 ) b. Homewood, Illinois 


FOURTH GENERATION 


ELISABETH ANN GJERDE (2/23/26- ) m. JOSEPH PRESCOTT ECKMAN, JR. 
(6/26/25- ) son of Joseph Prescott and Elsie Duerst Eckman of 
Portland, Oregon, at the First Presbyterian Church, Homewood, Ill. 
on 7/23/49. Reception in Church Parlor. 


Children 
Gail Mmn Eckman nies ~ b. Chicago, Illinois 
Carol Jane Eckman 3/8/54 ) ; 
Jone Prascott Betas 4/17/57 ) b. Homewood, Illinois 


FIFTH GENERATION 


GAIL ANW ECKM'N (8/5/51- ) m. JOHN WONDER (12/13/50-5/19/75), 
son of Albert C. & Margaret Howard Wunder of Flossmoor, Il. 
on 1/27/73, First Presbyterian Church, Homewood, Illinois. 
Reception at The Holiday Inn, Chicago Heights, Illinois 


CAROL JANE ECKMAN (3/6/54- ) m, JEFFERY CRABTREE b. Pocatello, 
Idaho (12/20/52- ) son of Charles Samuel & Lucretia Ann Elson 
Crabtree, at the Church of the Cross, Omaha, Nebraska 6/21/75. 
Reception at Happy Hollow Country Club, Omaha. 


JOHN PRESCOTT ECKM'N (4/17/57-_ ) 


FOURTH GENERATION 
HELEN JANE GJERDE (11/25/28- ) 


MARGARET JEAN GJERDE (8/19/35- ) m. EDGAR FRANCIS KIEFER (9/9/34~ ) 
Son of Durand & Rosemary Mullan Kiefer (Del Mar, Calif.) at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Homewood, Ill. 6/29/57 - divorced 
1971. Remarried to Milton E. Morgan, Jr. of San Francisco, 
California at Haiku Gardens, Honolulu, Hawaii 6/15/76. 


Children 
Nicholas Patrick Kiefer 9/19/60 - b. Pasadena, Celif. 
Lauren Kathleen Kiefer 9/26/63 : 
Daniel Eric Kiefer 4/1/65 b. Honolulu, Hawaii 


THIRD GENER.TION 


ANN ELIS.\BIH ROHE (7/18/0l- ) m. R/Y C/RL MILTON (6/15/1900-7/5/61) 
son of Carl & Augusta Nystrom Milton of Chicago, Ill. at Nest Point 
Chapel, West Point, New York 1/28/27. In 1950 Colonel Milton, 
Comptroller and Assistant Chief of the ‘Army Transportation Corps, 
was Consultant to the Chinese Nationalist Government in Taiwan. 


Children r 
Kent Rohe Milton 11/19/27 ‘ gots 
Carl William MiltonlO 26/29 b. Western Springs, Illinois 
Elisabeth ‘nn Milton 6/11/31 b. Galesburg, Illinois 


FOURTH GENERATION 


KENT ROHE MILTON (11/19/27- ) m. BARB‘R.. ALICE BRADLEY (7/20/25~  ) 
on 9/12/50 at St. Joseph's Church in Homewood, Ill. with a 
reception at the home of her parents, the ‘lbert Tobermans of 
Homewood, 


Children 
Paul Rohe Milton 2/12/52 b. Hemet, California 
Margaret inn Milton 4/10/54 
Catherine Marie Milton 3/4/56 ) 
Mark ‘llen Milton 2728/27 
Matthew Carl Milton 2/28/57 
indrew Kent Milton 11/19/66 b. Sacramento, (Fair Oaks) (.. 


b. Los ‘ngeles, California 


FIFTH GENER.\TION 
MARGARET ANN (4/10/54~ ) m. GEORGE KIRN (b. South Bend, Ind.) 


7/11/52- ) of Los Mgeles, Calif. in Fair Oaks, Calif. 
son of James William & Clara Elizabeth Houlihan Kirn 
11/23/1974 


FOURTIL GENERATION 


CARL WILLIAM MILTON (10/26/29- ) m. CORNELIA ALMA MACK (b. Seettle, 
WA) (1/19/27- ) in Houston, Texas, 1/20/53. Daughter of 
Adelbert Mack & Evelyn Cutler Mack 


Children 
Ray Cutler Milton 2/6/56 b. Maine 
Laura Ann Milton 8/19/57 ) 
Ruth Louise Milton 6/18/58 b. Spokane, Washington 
Joan Elisabeth Milton 8/3/60 


ELISABETH ANN MILTON (6/11/31- ) m. DALE RICHARD P“TTERSON 
(10/4/28- ) son of Dale & Evaline Tureck Patterson of Denver, 
Colorado in the Rockford College Chapel, Rockford, Illinois on 
11/24/54 


Children ed ' 
Mark Allan Patterson 4/8/60 ; 
Craig Stuart Patterson 3/22/63 ) »+ Highland Park, I11, 


son of John Henry (b. 9/25/1821, Bitzendorf, Hanover, Germany) & ‘na Meta 
Bischoff Gansbergen (b. 2/17/1636, Langwedel, Germany) of Jersey City, N.J., 
on 10/12/87 in Brunswick, Indiana in the home of her father. Henry was in 
the music publishing business. 


ANIA MATHILD.: mts (9/2/06 m. HENRY H. GANSBERGEN (5/21/58-1/20/43) 
5/1 


‘Anna & Henry Gansbergen celebrated their 50th Wedding ‘nniversary, October, 
1937. Their children gave a dinner party for the occasion with the couple's 
brothers and sisters and their spouses as guests. Jfterwards they held an 
Open House in the family home (Homewood, Ill.) for their many friends and 
relatives. 


Children 
Marguerite Elisabeth Gansbergen 11/28/88 
Emily Hermine Gansbergen 9/25/91 b. Chicago, Illinois 
Richard Henry Gansbergen 5/16/1900 ) 


THIRD GENER.\TION 
MARGUERITE ELISABETH (11/26/86-11/27/69) m. ROBERT ELLSWORTH WEEKS 
1/30/88-1/6/40) son of Robert Eleazer & Jennie I. Roberts Weeks of 
Chicago, Illinois in her parents’ home, Dorchester Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois 9/8/15. 


Children 
Kenneth Lancaster Weeks 2/23/16 ». San Francisco, California 
Robert Henry Weeks 4/30/19 b. Chicago, Illinois 


William Wallace Weeks 8/13/27  »b. Crete, Illinois 


POURTH GENERST ION 


KENVETH L. WEEKS (2/23/16- ) m. ADELE MARIE THOM'S (7/1/14 iP 

daughter of George & Marie Thomas of Chicago, Ill. at the Rectory 
of St. Bride's Church, Chicago, on Saturday, 1/16/43. Reception 
for the immediate family at Phil Schmidt's Restaurant. 


Kenneth entered the U.S. ‘rmy 4/5/43 at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, 
spent some time at camps in California, Florida, and Texas, and 
embarked for Europe from New York Feb,- 1945; served as lst Sgt. 
of the 424th Ordnance Evacuation Co. with the 3rd frmy in France, 
Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany, Austria and Czeckoslovakia; 
returned to U.S. in March - discharged 4/2/46. Recalled to 
service 1950-51 at .\berdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland. 


Children (all b. Chicago Heights, Illinois) 
Robert George Weeks 7/24/27 
Lo/nne Elisabeth Weeks 12/12/51-2/6/52 
Ellen Marie Weeks 8/27/53 
James Richard Weeks 2/26/60-1/9/65 


FOURTH GENERSTION 


ROBERT HENRY WEEKS (4/30/19-8/25/44) enlisted in the /rmy at Joliet, 
Illinois 2/1/41; stationed at Camp McDowell, ‘Angel Isiand, Calif. 
for 2 months; en route to Philtppines on S.S. Republic, landing 
at Manila 4/22/41; promoted to Corporal, Co. M. 37st io Sensvy. 


5/22/42 - Word from War Dept. Robert "Missing in \vtic." sires 
surrender of Corregidor 5/7/42. 1/20/43 - Telegram to Mother 
from War. Dept: Robert Japanese prisoner in the Philippines -~ 
Mother permitted to write him through Japanese Red Cross but he 
could not reply. 1/29/45 - Official word received from the 
Government of Robert's death while a prisoner of the Japanese 
Government being moved from the Philippines to Japan. He was 
buried at sea 8/25/44. 


WILLIAM WALLACE WEEKS (8/13/27- ) m. LIT. (1/29/30- ) b. South 
Shields, England (Father, Norwegian? Mother, English). Came to 
America March, 1946. 


Children 
Robin Marguerite Weeks 6/15/60 


THIRD GENER“TION 


ie — GANSHERGEN b. Chicago, Ill. 9/25/91 - d. Homewood, Illinois 
2/21/65 


This Beckman Family Record, begun by Hermine E. Beckman, was kept 
up-to-date by Emily Gansbergen unti] the time of her death. 


RICHARD H. G.NSBERGEN (5/16/1900- ) m. MARGRET Charlotte MONIIX 
b. Klaasville, Indiana 2/24/03, daughter of John F. & Catherine Monnix 
of Steger, Illinois in the Rectory of St. Liborius Church in Steger 
1/31/42. 
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. \ DESCENDANTS OF HERM/N CHRISTOPHER BECKM.'N & ELIS.\BETH MARGARET BECKMAN 
‘Ee. 
SECOND GENER/TION ~ SIXTH CHILD - HERMINE ELINOR BECKM/N 
NaN AU BECKM,'N 


HERMINE ELINOR BECKMIN (2/6/68-2/14/43) d. at the home of her sister, Elisab:“., 
Crete, Illinois. 


Hermine Beckman began this Beckman Family Record of her parents and thei; 
descendants and faithfully recorded items from every branch of the fuiy 
until the time of her death. 


The following paragraphs have been contributed to this record by nieces and 
nephews of "/unt Hermine", 


Hermine, after coming to Chicago, lived with Gansbergens and took kinder- 
garten training but decided to work as a bookkeeper for the E, T. Root & 
Sons. music publishing firm for her brother-in-law, Henry H. Gansbergen. 


Her next move was to Baker University, Baldwin, Kansas, where she spent 
one year a housemother at the Tri-Delta sorority house, 


The next year Hermine rejoined the Gansbergens who had moved to Homewood, 
Illinois. She commuted from there to Hammond, Ind., where she was employed 
by the First Trust & Savings Bank, with the title of Head Savings Teller at 
the time she resigned to move to Fort Smith, Arkansas to act as bookkeeper 
for the B. F. Beckman Dairy Company. 


In 1938 Hermine came to live with her sister, Elisabeth after the death of 
the latter's husband, William H. Rohe. In Crete she joined the Methodist 
Church. She did a prodigious amount of knitting for the /merican Red Cross 
during World War II. She kept up her contact with all of the Beckman 
relations and was always ready to help when anyone needed her. 


"Aunt Hermine" was a great baby-sitter. Richard Gansbergen remembers when 
She took care of us (.'‘nn & Helen Rohe & Richard), one time when he was 
visiting in Crete. /t night we all sang, "I went to the ‘nNimal Pair", J's 
Richard put it, "unt Hermine't acted as a spark-plug that kept all of our 
relations together. 


"unt Hermine" was a helper te the whole relationship. Helen and nn Rohe 
remember that it was always a great occasion when she came out to Crete. 

Her gifts to us were always thoughtful; we particularly remember little 
doll-bed blankets, one pink and one gray, with edges finished like *Grown-up ! 
blankets. One year she cooperated with our Mother so that each of us had 
hand-crocheted house slipperg and handemade doll hats for Christmas, 


When "unt Hermine" was with use she would tell us stories and wher bedtime 
came she sat beside our bed and Sang to us. Our favorite song was “Lady Moon%, 


Hermine Beckman by Dorothy Groman Ellis .., Hermine, the next to the . 
youngest of the Beckman girls, was the only one who never married. This does 
not mean that she was less attractive. She was not only attractive but 
charming, and had many beaux, I believe that at one time when about to set 
the wedding date, she decided that her fiance was too domineering, and broke 
the engagement. 


His loss was the family's gain because she was the one that one could eouns 
on coming at times of great need or an especially happy occasion, She was 
SO warm, outgoing, understanding, and helpful, and always seemed te knew 
Just what to do in any emergency, remaining calm and optimistic. She was 
80 adaptable that she could be at home in a palace or a cottage, eould go 
into any home and see what needed to be done and proceed to do it. 


(Cont'd) 


I remember the summer she came to help my mother sew for my sister Alice's 
trousseau and help with the wedding preparations. nd her presence was so 
comrorting at time of sorrow. 


She seemed to know how to put herself in a child's place, and how to choose 
the gift which would please the most. She was the one who gave me the water 
color paints and coloring books I loved. We nieces all adored her and so 
did our parents as evidenced by how many of us had Hermine as our middle 
name. 


She established empathy and rapport with all with whom she associated. Few 
are blessed with such a loveable personality, and none of us will ever forget 
her. 


fll of us echo Dorothy's statement: "None of us will ever forget her." 


SECOND GENER..TION - SEVENTH CHILD ~ M’RGC!RET J.NE BECKM'N m. CHARLES J. MURPHY 
ne A PUCK Mm. CH.'RLES J, MURPHY 


MARGRET JANE BECKM'N (5/30/71-3/31/48) m. CHARLES JUDSON MURPHY, 12/29/70-7/1/38, 
son of Jerre & Harriet McIntyre Murphy of Brookston, Indiana, in her father's 
home, Brunswick, Indiana, 10/30/95. 


Children (all born Brookston, Indiana) 
Harold Murphy 8/14/96-8/21/96 
Ruth Murphy 9/21/1900-9/21/1900 
Charles Beckman Murphy 5/29/04- 


THIRD GENER.\TION 


CHARLES BECKMAN MURPHY (5/29/o4- ) m. M'RGARET NESBITT in Lafayette, 
Indiana, 6/17/50 


Both taught at Purdue University (Lafayette); Charles, in the depart= 
ment of history, economics, and government; Margaret, in the depart- 
ment of child and family services. 


DESCENDANTS OF HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN & ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK BECKMAN 
neat LENUK DECKTIAN 


SECOND GENERATION - EIGHTH CHILD 
ere a eae ann 


HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN (28 Dec, 1974 - 24 Nov. 1931) m. 12 July 1899, 
West Lafayette, Indiana, to Geneve Centennial Baum (4June 1976 - 7 Sept. 
1972), daughter of Anthony & Mary Kuhn Baum. Herman was with DeLaval 
Separator Co., Chicago, for over 35 years, starting as a traveling Salesman 
and becoming a Research Engineer with the introduction of new methods and 
various inventions to his credit. Bother Herman and Geneve were graduates 
of Purdue University. 


CHILDREN (All born Berwyn, Tllinois ) 
Ada Hermine Beckmen b. 25 July 1904 
John Baum Beckman b. 12 May 1907 
Mary Eliszabth Beckman b. 23 Nov. 1911 
Margaret Beckman b. 6 April 1917 
THIRD GENERATION 
ADA HERMINE BECKMAN (25 July 1904) m. 2 Sept. 1933, London, England, to 
Leslie Charles Murnane, son of Charles J. & Lucy Murnane of London. 
CHILDREN 
Peter Beckman Murnane b. 9 Jan, 1936 - Dulwich, London, England 
Geneve Suzanne Murnane b, 24 Oct. 1938 ~ Caterham Nursing Home, London 
FOURTH GENERATION 


PETER BECKMAN MURNANE (9 Jan. 1936) m. (while stationed at Ft. Sill, Okla., 
with U.S. Army, Nov. 1959) to Anne Fagence (1937) of London, England 


CHILDREN 


Catherine Anne Murnane b. 29 July 1962 
Suzanne Marie Murnane b. 22. Nov. 1965 


FOURTH GENERATION 


GENEVE SUZANNE MURNANE (1938) m. June, 1964, Washington, D.C. to Fred Joseph 
Maroon (1924) 


CHILDREN 


Marc Kanm b. 6 May 1965 - Washington, D.C. 
Anne Hermine Maroon b. 20 August 1966 
Sophia Suzanne Maroon b. 4 May 1969 

Paul Charles Maroon b. 14 Feb. 1974 


THIRD GENERATION 


JOHN BAUM BECKMAN (12 May 1907) m. 17 July 1948, St. Barnabas Church, Chicago, 
to Lenore Elbie Becker, daughter of Mrs. Ina Becker. Baum enlisted in the 
U.S. army (Oct. 1940) at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois in the Weather 
Observation Bureau, Aviation Dept. Winter, 1941 in Teletype Dept., Spokane, 
Washington. April, 1943 left for South Pacific, spending time at Guadal- 
canal, Russell Islands, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, Australia and Dutch 
East Indies. Returned to U.S. 27 April 1945. 


CHILDREN 
Janice Elaine b. 17 Oct. 1947 (adopted by Baum & Lenore Beckman, Dec. 1960) 


FOURTH GENERATION 


JANICE ELAINE BECKMAN (17 Oct. 1947) m. 25 June 1966, Chicago Heights, Illinois 
by Father from Roman Catholic Church and Father Douglass from Episcopal 
Church to Chester Damiani (30 Sept. 1929). 


CHILDREN 


John Richard Damiani b. 29 Jan. 1967 


Timothy James b. 22 Feb. 1968 b. St. Margaret's Hospital, Hammond, 


Ind. 
Dante Andrew b. 18 Aug, 1971 - St. Catherine's Hospital, Bast Chicago, Ill. 


THIRD GENERATION 


MARY ELISABETH BECKMAN (23 Nov. 1911) m. 17 June 1933, South Bend, Ind. to 
Keith Gordon, son of Harry & Ruby Gordon of Lowell, Indiana 


CHILDREN 
Nancy Gordon b. 17 April 1934 - Chicago, Illinois 


FOURTH GENERATION 


NANCY GORDON (17 April 1934) m. 10 May 1956 - Presbyterian Church, Wheaton, 
Tilinois, to Jordan Walsh Montano (18 Dec. 1931) of Sacramento, Calif. 


CHILDREN 


Mona Montano b. 12 Oct. 1959 
Keith Horace Montano b. 1 Feb. 1961 


THIRD GENERATION 


MARGARET BECKMAN (6 April 1917) m. 28 May 1938 at home of mother (lovely 
garden wedding) "Eckerwald", near Cedar Lake, Indiana, to Joseph John 
Saville Garner (14 Feb. 1908) son of Mr. & Mrs. J. Garner, London, England. 
In May, 1943, Saville was transferred from the Dominions' Office in London 
to the High Commissioner's Office in Ottawa, Canada. He was Knighted in 
London (1954) for work done in India. After another period in Canada (1958), 
Saville returned to London (1961). At the time of his retirement as head 
of the Diplomatic Corps, he was made a life member of the House of Lords: 

Rt. Hon. Lord Garner, Baron of Chiddingly. 


CHILDREN 


Christopher John Saville Garner b. 28 Feb. 1939 = London, England 
Joseph Jonathan Garner b. 29 Dec. 1940 - Chicago, Illinois 
Helena Geneve Garner b. 28 Jan, 1947 - Ottawa, Canada 


FOURTH GENERATION 


CHRISTOPHER JOHN SAVILLE GARNER (1939) m. 6 April 1962 Wokingham, Surrey 
to Janet Rees (12 June 1938) 


CHILDREN 
Piers b. 18 March 1963 - London, England 
FOURTH GENERATION 


JOSEPH JONATHAN GARNER (1940) m. 3 May 1969, Temple de Sens, to Brigitte 
Pittet, daughter of Monsieur et Madame Louis Pittet, Sens, France 


CHILDREN 


Patrick Llewellyn b. 3 August 1970 
Joseph Dylan b. 8 Sept. 1972 


hy 
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DESCENDANTS OF HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN & ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 
Sten SSASNN EN ogame amen a 


<~ SECOND GENERATION - NINTH CHILD - BURCHARD FREDERICK BECKMAN m. FANNIE SHEBTS 
Nene ane nent a ee a I EY OTL 


THIRD GENERATION 
ROBERT ARTHUR BECKMAN (2/22/02) - 1st wife Florence Falkner (1928) Divorced 
Chariton, Ia. 2nd wife Ada Mae 
CHILDREN 
Margaret (Ada's daughter) 
Rita Ann Beckman (10/11/47) 
THIRD GENERATION 


JAMES SHEETZ BECKMAN (8/27/04) - lst wife Evelyn Emerson 6/15/25 Divorced 
Red Oaks, Ia. 4 /-/37 
and wife Pauline Triplett 11/19/39 
(Maternal grandmother, Cherokee Indian ) 


CHILDREN (with second wife ) 


Elinor Anne Beckman ) 
Rebecca Frances Bec kKmen 
James Sheetz Beckman, Jr 
Mary Jane Beckman 

Emily Pauline Beckman 


b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Laurie Lynn Beckman ) 

) 

) 


Frank Gordon Beckman 
Sarah Catherine Beckman 


FOURTH GENERATION 


ELINOR ANN BECKMAN (7/1/40) - 1st husband Charles Robert Hill 
2nd husband Dan Jacks 
CHILDREN (with first husband) 
Carmen Elizabeth Hill 
Robert Beckman Hill 
FOURTH GENERATION 
REBECCA FRANCES BECKMAN (9/18/41) m. Jerry Owen Yarbrough 


CHILDREN 


Margaret Yarbrough 

Elizabeth Yarbrough 

Ethan Beckman Yarbrough 
FOURTH GENERATION 


JAMES SHEETZ BECKMAN, JR. (2/6/43) m. Ellen Ruth Byars 


CHILDREN 


Jenifer Beckman 
Mary Beckman 
James Sheetz Beckman IIT 


FOURTH GENERATION 


MARY JANES BECKMAN (11/28/45) - 1st husband Charles Arthur Beasley, Jr. 


2nd husband Thomas Virgil Biggs 


CHILDREN 
Charles Arthur Beasley III 
Jan Biggs 
FOURTH GENERATION 
EMILY PAULINE BECKMAN (2/22/47) m. Frederick Porter Hammond IT 


CHILDREN 
Frederick Benjamin Hammond III 
Emily Katherine Hammond 
FOURTH GENERATION 


LAURIE LYNN BECKMAN (070/192 m. Bob Winslow - Divorced 
FRANK GORDON BECKMAN (2/6/51 
SARAH CATHERINE BECKMAN (3/29/52) 


THIRD GENERATION 


BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN (10/25/10) - 1st wife Mary Frances Ward (5/29) 
Ft. Smith, Ark. m. 12/7/35 


2nd wife Mary Pennygrass 


CHILDREN 
Charles Burchard Beckman ) 
Frederick Newell Beckman 


Mary Frances Beckman ’ 
David Robert Beckman b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 


Julia Elizabeth Beckman ) 
John Christopher Beckman ) 
FOURTH GENERATION 
CHARLES BURCHARD BECKMAN (1/13/38) m. Frances Kay Herrick 


CHILDREN 
Martin Charles Beckman 
Amy Katherine Beckman 
FOURTH GENERATION 
FREDERICK NEWELL BECKMAN (3/2/40) m. Betty ann Taylor 


CHILDREN 


Elizabeth Ann Beckman 
Mary Lynn Beckman 

Douglas Frederick Beckman 
Jennifer Kay Beckman 
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PCURTH GENER ATION 
MARY FRANCES BECKMAN (1/9/42) m. Ross Willis, Jr. 


CHILDREN 
Mary Willis 
Suzanne Willis 
FOURTH GENERATION 
DAVID ROBERT BECKMAN (6/14/44) 1st wife Priscilla ann Atkins 
2nd wife Gayle Henson 
CHILDREN (with second wife) 
Lance David Beckman 
Andrea Lynn Beckman 
FOURTH GENERATION 
JULIA ELIZABETH BECKMAN (10/24/47) m. Max Dewayne Snowden 


CHILDREN 
Jacob Benjamin Snowden 


FOURTH GENERATION 
JOHN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN (2/7/50) 


THIRD GENERATION 


WILLIAM FREDERICK BECKMAN (10/2/14) m. Roberta Louise Roberts 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 


CHILAREN 


James Frederick Beckman 
William Francis Beckman 
FOURTH GENERATION 


JAMES FREDERICK BECKMAN (8/21/36) m. Helga Stahl 
Fayetteville, Ark. 


CHILDREN 
Michael William Beckman 


FOURTH GENERATION 
WILLIAM FRANCIS BECKMAN (9/1/38) m. Deborah Nelson 
Saugus, Mass. 
CHILDREN 


Jessica Beckman 
William Alexander Beckman 
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: A RECORD OF THE BECKMAN FAMILY 


A 


HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN June 3, 1822 - July 5, 1894, son of 
Johann Buchardt and Gesch Luers Beckman born in Langwedel, Hanover 
Germany, came to America in 1848. He was married in New York City, 
N.Y. on June 3, 1852 to Elisabeth Margaret Finck (Aug. 3, 1835 - 
July 10, 1879) daughter of John Nicholas and Sophia Margretha 
Ohlandl Finck born in Ringsted, Germany. She came to America in 
September 1850. 


The following children were born to them: 


lst - John Nicholas Oct. 26, 1856 Hanover Center, Ind. 
2nd - Sophia Margretha June 8, 1858 " " " 
3rd - Gesina Marie June 4, 1860 : ? " 
4th - Elisabeth Catherine May 14, 1862 " " " 
5th - Anna Mathilda Feb. 13, 1865 a M a 
6th - Hermine Elinor Feb. 8, 1868 Brunswick, Ind. 

7th - Margaret Jane May 30, 1871 * ® 

8th - Herman Christopher Dec. 28, 1874 " " 

9th - Burchard Frederick March 25, 1876 " " 


Came to Hanover Center, Indiana in 1856. They lived in a log cabin and 
started a general store. The stock consisted of 3 bolts of cotton goods - 
1 barrel of flour - 1 barrel of sugar and 1 sack of coffee (not roasted). 


lst Child and Descendants 


JOHN N. BECKMAN (Oct. 26, 1856) merchant and in real estate married 
Mary A. Echterling (1859) in St. Michael's Church in Chicago, Illinois, 
on Nov. 4, 1880 and the attendants were 


Gesina M. Beckman (John's sister) 
Minnie Brengker 

Julius Echterling (Mary's brother) 
George Deuvuerling 


A wedding supper was served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Christ Brengker 
(cousins) on Lincoln Ave., Chicago. 


Mary A. Echterling was the daughter of Mary Anna Cloidt Echterling 
and Frederick Echterling of Brunswick, Ind. 


Lived in Brunswick, Ind. and later moved to Hammond, Ind. in 1906, 


-2— 
John and Mary celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in November 
1930 at the home of son, John and Mary Junior, Hammond, Ind. who 
gave a dinner party for all the children and their families. Later 
in the day held Open House from 4:00 to 9:00. Many friends and 
relatives called on them. 
Mary died at age 81 on March 3, 1940. 
John died at age 89 on May 22, 1946. 
The following are their children:- 


Third Generation 


lst John Frederick June 25, 1882 Brunswick, Ind, 

2nd August C. Oct. 30, 1885 ” 

Sra Agnes Elisabeth Aug. 6, 1885 * ” 
died Sept. 15, 1886 

4th Agnes June 15, 1887 bd ° 
died Nov. 4, 1888 

Sth Mary Elisabeth Oct. 15, 1888 sd ¥ 
died Jan. 4, 1893 

6th Henry Joseph Feb. 6, 1891 ° * 
died Feb. 19, 1892 

7th Elinor Elisabeth Nove DW, 1892 - " 

8th Margaret May 3, 1895 * ? 
died August 1895 

9th Marie Therese June 1, 1896 id ° 

10th Fred Herman June 28, 1898 a # 

lith Henry Bernard Feb. 2, 1900 = - 
died Oct. 2, 1900 

12th William Edgar July 25, 1903 * 4 


Third Generation 

JOHN F. BECKMAN married Mary Krost, daughter of fred and Emma Kauffer 
Krost of Hanover, Ind. in St. Joseph's Church on Jan. 10, 1911. 

John was in the lumber business for many years in Hammond, Indiana. 


John died at age 69 on June 22, 1951. 
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Children of John and Mary: 


Mary Katherine Oct. 5, 1911 Hammond, Ind, 
Monica Elinor (Betty) May 4, 1915 e * 
John Frederick, Jr. Dec. 21, 1916 * ° 
Joseph Krost (Jodie) Nov. 20, 1920 " n 
Caro lyn Krost Aug. 28, 1923 a ? 


Fourth Generation 

MARY KATHERINE BECKMAN married Frank Kristel, son of Andrew and 
Augusta Schwartz Kristel of Gajdel, Germany on May 17, 1934 in 
St. Joseph's Church in Hammond, Ind. 


Andrew Kristel came to America in 1914. Mrs. Kristel, Frank and 
sister came in 1920 and settled in Calumet City, Ill. 


Children 
Mary Katherine June 5, 1945 


Fourth Generation 


MONICA E. BECKMAN married Thomas Joseph Radigan, son of Mr. and Mrs, 
Radigan of Gary, Ind. on June 18, 1941 at St. Joseph's Church in 
Hammond, Ind, 


Children 
Thomas Radigan, Jr. August 3, 1942 
Timothy Patrick Oct. 15, 1943 
Mona E. Beckman June 15, 1945 
Jeffry John Aug. 26, 1946 


Mary Ann 1951 


(= 


Fourth Generation 


JOHN FREDERICK BECKMAN, Jr. married Anna Louise Burkhart, daughter 


of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hinshaw of Bloomington, Ind. on April 5B 
1942, 


Children 
Loann March WD, 1944 
Elinor Jane April 3, 1946 
John Frederick III Sept. 18, 1950 
Margaret E. June 12, 1953 
Richard Clark July 29, 1956 


Fourth Generation 


JOSEPH KROST BECKMAN married Mary K, Prilsticker on May 2, 1945. 
Children 


Susan April 10, 1946 
Joseph Krost, Jr. Feb. 11, 1948 

Christopher Nov. 25, 1951 

Mary Laura Feb. 6, 1953 


Fourth Generation 


CAROLYN KROST BECKMAN married James Gartland on April 27, 1943 
in Hammond, Ind. 


Children 
Kathleen Aug. 29, 1948 
Carol July 31, 1951 
James Mathew, dr. Aug. 16, 1952 
Timothy Beckman April 17, 1954 


Daniel Beckman May 24, 1956 
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Third Generation 
AUGUST C. BECKMAN (Oct. 30, 1883 = April 24, 19435) married 
Katherine Kennédy daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank McMahon 
Kennedy of Duluth, Minn. in Duluth on June 5, i9ll. 
He died at age of 60 in his home in Park Ridge, Ill. 
No children 


Third Generation 


ELINOR BECKMAN (Nov. 30, 1892 ) married C. A. 
Massaro on February 1954. 


Third Generation 


MARIE THERESE BECKMAN (June 1, 1896 - Feb. 14, 1958) married 
Leonard Moran, son of William and Anna Ryan Moran of Hammond, 
Ind. on Sept. 16, 1922 in St. Joseph's Church, Hanmond,. 


Children 
Maryanna Jan. 16, 1924 Hammond 
John William April 50, 1934 * 


Fourth Generation 


MARYANNA MORAN married Jim Stone of Hammond, ind. on Sept. 25, 
1949, 


Third Generation 


FRED H. BECKMAN (June 28, 1898 - Sept. 17, 1958) married Jane 
Wilson daughter of Jesse andGail Wasson Wilson of Hammond, Ind. 
at St. Joseph's Parsonage on April 19, 1928. 
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Children 
Gail Mary Jan. 12, 1929 Hammond, Ind. 
Barbara July 21, 19351 = = 
Frederick Herman Nov. 7, 1933 " 
Wasson Wilson June 14, 1936 * e 


Fourth Generation 


GAIL MARY BECKMAN married R. Joseph Ruduliph 


Chiidren 
Janet Jan. 27, 1953 
Raymond Joseph, Jr. Feb. 9, 1954 
John Rudulph May 30, i956 


Fourth Generation 


BARBARA BECKMAN married William Kenneth Cramer on June 20, 19535 
Hammond, Ind. 


Children 
William Kenneth, Jr. March 7, 1954 
Jane Ailison April 15, 1955 
Martin June 30, 1957 
James July 8, 1958 


Robert Wasson Dec. S, 1959 


Fourth Generation 


FREDERICK HERMAN BECKMAN married Patricia Rogan in 1958, 
Children 


Mary Jane Mareh 30, 1959 


Fourth Generation 


WASSON WILSON BECKMAN 


Third Generation 


WILLIAM EDGAR BECKMAN married Laura Fitzgerald, daughter of John 


and Laura Sexton Fitsgerald of Hammond, Ind. in All Saints Church 
on June 12, 1924 in Hammond. 


Children 
Joan Miriam Feb. 23, 1926 Chicago, Iil. 
Iaura Jane Dec. 20, 1935 Toledo, Ohio 


Fourth Generation 


JOAN MIRIAM BECKMAN married Lafayette Ross Chism in Bond Chapel, 
University of Chicago on June 18, 1949, 


Children 
Elizabeth Jane Oct. 19, 1951 
John 1954 


Thomas 1957 
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Fourth Generation 


LAURA JANE BECKMAN married C. Lancaster. 


Third Child and Descendants 
GESINA MARIE BECKMAN married Dr. August Groman, son of Dr. Charles 
and Caroline Kiuckhohn Groman of Brunswick, Ind. in her father's 
home in Brunswick on June 1st, 188@. Attendants were 


Anna M. Beckman 
Charles Groman, Jr. 


After the wedding breakfast they left for their future home in 
Odeboit, Iowa by way of Goodenow and Chicago, Iil. 


Sena and August celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
dune i931. 


Herman andAlice had a family picnic for alli the Gromans and 
Beckmans at the Crown Point Fair Grounds in their honor. 


Dr. Thomas Groman died April 22, 1947 at age 94 in Odebolt, Iowa. 
Gesina died Oct. 24, 1949 at age 89 in Odebolit, Iowa. 


Children 
Herman Charies Aug. 18, 1882 Odebolt , Iowa 
Lucille Elisabeth Feb. 3, 1885 " ad 
Alice Caroline duly 15, 1887 + * 
Dorothy Hermine Nov. 2, 1894 " ¥ 
Helen Margaret Jan 28, 1890 bs * 
n wT 


Eleanor Anna June 25, 1898 


= Gao 
Tucille Elisabeth died Aug. 28, 1895 Odebolt 
ci 


Helen Margaret e Jan. 16, 1907 
Eleanor A. Day w Aug. 27, 19535 Tucson, Ariz. 
Dr. Herman C. July 21, 1954 White Lake, Miche 


Third Generation 


DR. HERMAN C. GROMAN married Eunice Keller Costello, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Costello in Chicago on June 20, 1908 in their 
home on W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, Ill. 


Children 
Billie Oct. 16, 1909 (Oct. 1910) Hammond 
Kathryn gune 8, 1911 w 
Dorothy Hermine Mar. 5, 1915 id 
Ruth Feb. 5, 1919 " 


Eunice passed away March i7, 1952. 
Dr. Herman C. passed away July 21, 1954. 
Dr. Herman C. Groman married Jannette Edwards daughter of Ella 


Robinson Edwards and Albert Jonathan Edwards of Fort Dodge, Iowa 
on March 19, 1933 in Chicago, Iil. 


Fourth Generation 


KATHERINE GROMAN married William Moorehouse Schuyler of 1500 
Iake Shore Drive, Chicago at Hammond, Ind. on Saturday, Nov. 


17, 1934. 

Children 
William Moorehouse Schuyler, Jr. June 4, 1957 
Sybil Eunice July 9, 19359 
Peter Groman Nov. 1, 1940 
Philip 1946 
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DOROTHY HEHMINE GROMAN of Hammond, Ind. married Donald Ary O'KiefYe, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. C. D. O'Kieffe of Minneapolis, Minn. Wedding 
took place Oct. 24, 1936 in Chicago. 


They took up residence in Hong Kong, China where Donald was employed 
with Chase National Bank. When the city ot Hong Kong fell into 
Japanese hands, Donald was taken as a prisoner of war. As an 
exchange prisoner he returned to this coumry on the S.S. Gripsholm 
with over 1400 other civilian and diplomatic personnel who had 

been held as prisoners for several months. The ship arrived in 

New York in August 1942. 


Children 
Donald March 10, 1938 Hong Kong 
Douglas Oct. 22, i941 Chicago 
Dian March 4, 1945 Cuba 


Donald A. O'Kietfe passed away in Sept. 1945 in New York City. 


Fourth Generation 


RUTH GROMAN married Ward Carl Meyers at her home on Wildwood Road 
in Hammond, on June 24, 1959. Ward was a medical student at the 
University of Chicago and it was a lovely evening garden wedding. 


Children 
Mary Lou AUg. 15, 1941 Philadelphia 
Geoffrey Groman Apr. 5, 1944 


Fifth Generation 


PETER GROMAN SCHUYLER married Linda Bryant on Nov. 28, 1956 
at St. Chrysostroms Church in Chicago, Ill. 


is 
Third Generation 
ALICE C. GROMAN married Donald Admiral, son of Nicholas and Virginia 
Holton Admiral, on Sept. 24, 1914 at the home of her parents in 
Odebolt, IowadZ After a wedding breakfast they left for their new 
home in The Dalles, Oregon. 
They were divorced in 1928. 
Children 


Virginia Holton - The Dalles, Ore. Feb. 4, 1915 — 
Eleanor E. Odeboit, Ia. Dec. 12, 1916 


Fourth Generation 


VIRGINIA HOLTON ADMIRAL and Robert De Niro were married in Washington, 
Square Church in New York City on Feb. i2, 1942. 


Children 
Robert 1944 
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ELEANOR E. ADMIRAL married Walter Richard Haefele of Cincinnati, Ohio 
on November 11, 1939 in Thorndyke Hilton Chapel, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Iil. 


Children 
Joan Alice Haefele Sept. 20, 1940 Wiimington, Del. 
Richard Haefele Oct. 25, 1942 * ¥ 


Third Generation 

DOROTHY HERMINE GROMAN married Luther E. Ellis, son of Edward 0. and 
Ella A. Holmer Ellis of Liberty Center, Ind. on Jan. 14, 1920 in 
Chicago, Iil. 


Luther died Aug. 2, 1951 in Washington, D.C. 


Children 
Kent Eliis June 22, 1921 Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Dorothy Ann June 12, 1923 * 4 ad 


Parents of Luther's father were born in Kentucky. Parents of both 
came down the Ohio River on fiat boats and settied on land purchased 
trom the Government while Kentucky was a part of Virginia. The 
father of this L. H. Ellis served in the Revolution although only 

16 - 18 years old. Was not wounded but broke his ieg stepping into 
a hole in the frield at the surrender of Cornwallis. Mr. Dicken is 
also believed to have served. 


Parents of his mother were Robert Scott Holmes and Elisabeth Fisher 
Adams. Both were born in Kentucky. Their parents came from Massa- 
chusetts (the Adams from Lowell) soon after the Revolution. Ances~ 
tors of both served in the Revolution. 

Luther's parents, Edward Osman Ellis 1861 and Ella Adams Holmes 
1864 both born in Peach Grove, Kentucky. They moved to Liberty 


Center, Ind. when Luther was fourteen. Luther was born in Peach 
Grove, Kentucky, Sept. 29, 1889. 


Fourth Generation 
KENT ELLIS, Ensign, USNR married Jane Katherine Del Neechio, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Del Neechio in Washington, D. C. on July 29, 
1943. He became a lieutenant in 1945. 
Children 

Stephen Mark Ellis Dec. 29, 1945 


Kent was divorced and married again June 10, 1950 to Barbara Koehler 
of South Hadley Falls, Mass. 


Children 
Karen Mareh 1951 


Fourth Generation 


DOROTHY ANN ELLIS married Lt. William T. Lane, Jr., son of Mr. am 
Mrs. Lane of Wilmette, Ill. on July 15, 1944 
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Third Generation 


ELEANOR ANNA GROMAN married Joseph John Day, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. J. Day of New Albany, Ind. on Dec. 10, 1921 at her brother 
Herman's home in Hammond, Ind. She passed away on Aug. 27, 1933 
in Tucson, Ariz. Interment in Odebolt, Iowa, Joseph Day 
married again. 


Chiidren 
yoseph John, Jr. Octe 1, 1922: Chicago 
Robert Charlies Feb. 11, 1926 = 


Fourth Generation © 


ROBERT CHARLES DAY married Sally Dutcher Sept. 4, 1948 in Stockton, 
Calif. 
Q 


\ | 
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ELISABETH C. BECKMAN married William H. Rohe, druggist and banker, 
son of Henry and Dorothy M. Hintze Rohe of Crete, Ill. on Oct. 20, 1897 
in her sister Anna*s home on West Polk St., Chicago, Til. 


Pourth Child and Descendants 


William died April 28, 1938 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger, Ill. 
Elisabeth died April 30, 1959 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger. 


Children 
Helen Marie Sept. 3, 1898 Crete, Ill. 
Ann Elisabeth July 18, 1901 * sd 


Third Generation 


HELEN MARIE ROHE married Melford Donald Gjerde, son of Melford and 
Rachel Larson Gjerde of Chicago Heights on June 350, 1920 in the home 
of her parents in Crete, Ill. 


Children 
Elisabeth Ann Feb. 23, 1926 Manketo, Minn. 
Helen Jane Nov. 25, 1926 Homewood, Ill. 
rt w 


Margaret Jean Aug. 19, 1955 


~14e 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN GJERDE mirried Joseph Prescott Eckman, Jr. on July 
25, 1949 at the First Presbyterian Church in Homewood, Ill. 


Children 
Gail Ann Aug. 5, 1951 
Carol Jane Mar. 8, 1954 
John Preston Apr. 17, 1957 


Fourth Generation 


MARGARET JEAN GJERDE married Edgar Francis Kiefer of California 
on June 29, 1957 in Homewood, Ill. 


Children 


Nickolas Patrick Sept. 19, 1960 


Fourth Generation At 2 C - / 7 C3 


HELEN JANE GJERDE 


Third Generation 


ANN ELISABETH ROHE married Ray Carol Milton, son of Carl and 
Augusta Cuen Milton of Chicag@, Ill. at West Point Chapel on 
Jane 28, 1927 in West Point, N.Y. 


In 1950 Colonel Milton, comptroller and assistant chief of Army 
Transportation Corp. Was consultant to the Chinese Nationalist 
Government in Formosa. 


Col. Milton died suddenly July 5, 1961. Gack,_ 320 
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Children 
Kent Rohe Nov. 19, 1927 Western Springs, Ill. 
Carl William Oct. 26, 1929 " " * 
Elisabeth Ann June li, 1931 Galesburg, Ill. 


Fourth Generation 


KENT ROHE MILTON married Aug. 12, 1950 to Barbara Alice Bradley, 
at St. Joseph's Church in Homewood, I11. with a reception at the home 
of her parents in Homewood. 


Children 
Paul Feb. 12, 1952 Hemet , Calif. 
Margaret Ann Apr. 10, 1954 
Catherine Marie Mar. 4, 1956 
Mark Allen Feb. 28, 1957 Los Angeles 
Mathew Carl Feb. 28, 1957 ° * 


Fourth Generation 


CARL WILLIAM MILTON, 2nd Lt. married Cornelia Alma Mack of Seattle, 
Wash. on Jan. 20, 1953 in Houston, Texas. 


Children 
Ray Cutler -~ Feb. 6, 1956 
Laura Ann Aug. 19, 1957 
Ruth Louise June 18, 1958 
Joan Elisabeth Aug. 3, 1960 


Prong Alerreact ittrreen Mere fi? 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN MILTON married Nov. 24, 1954 to Dale Richard Patterson, 
Rockford College Chapel, Rockford, Ill. 


Children 
Mark Allen April 8, 1960 
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Fifth Child and Descendants 
Second Generation 
ANNA M. BECKMAN married Henry H. Gansbergen, son of John Henry and 
Anna Meta Bischoff Gansbergen of Jersey City, N.Y. on Oct, 12, 1887 
in Brunswick, Ind. in the home of her father. Henry was in the 
music publishing business. 
Henry H. died Jan. 20, 1943 in Homewood at age 84. 


Anna M. died Sept. 27, 1951 in Homewood at age 86. 


Children 
Marguerite Elisabeth Nov. 28, 1888 Chicago 
Emily Hermine Sept. 25, 1891 sd 
Richard Henry May 16, 1900 * 


Parents of H. H. Gansbergen were John Henry Gansbergen born on 
Sept. 25, 1821 at Eitzendorf, Hanover, Germany and Anna Meta 
Bischoff born Feb. 17, 1836 at Langwedel, Hanover, Germany. 


Anna and Henry celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
October 1937. Their children gave a dinner party for them 
inviting all the brothers, sisters, wives and husbands. 


In the afternoon and evening kept Open House in their home in 
Homewood. Many friends and relatives called. 


Third Generation 

MARGUERITE E. GANSBERGEN married Robert Ellsworth Weeks, son of 
Robert Eleazer and Jennie I. Roberts Weeks of Chicago, Ill. on 
Sept. 8, 1915 in her home on Doréhester Ave., Chicago. 


Robert Ellsworth died on Jan. 6, 1940 at age ol. 


Children 
Kenneth Lancaster Feb. 23, 1916 San Francisco 
Robert Henry Apr. 30, 1919 Chicago 
William Wallace Aug. 135, 1927 Crete 


Fourth Generation 


KENNETH L. WEEKS married Adele Marie Thomas (July 1, 1914) 
daughter of George and Marie Thomas of Chicago , Ill. on Saturday, 
Jan. 16, 1943 at the Rectory of St. Bride s Chureh, Chicago. 
Reception for the immediate family at Phil Schmidt's Restaurant. 


Kenneth entered the U. S. Army on April 5, 1943 at Ft. Sheridan, 
Ill. Spent sometime at camps in California, Florida and Texas 
and embarked from New York Feb. 12, 1945. Served as lst Sgt. 

of the 424th Ordnance Evacuation Co. with the Srd Army in France, 
Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany, Austria and Czeckoslovakia. 
Returned to States in March and discharged April 2, 1946. 
Recalled to service for one year from 1950 - 1951, at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Maryland, 


Children 


Robert George July 24, 1947 
Loanne Elizabeth Dec. 12, 1951 died Feb. 6, 1952 
Ellen Marie Aug. 27, 1953 
James Richard Feb. 26, 1960 


\amee Pickers 
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Pourth Generation 


ROBERT HENRY enlisted in the Army at Joliet, Ill. on Feb. 1, 1941 
and left for the Philippines. Stationed at Camp McDowell, Angel 
Island, California for two months and landed at Manilla, Philip- 
pines on April 22, 1941 on S. S,. Republic. After a few months was 
promoted to Corporal in Co. M 3lst Infantry. 


On May 22, 1942 wor@ came from the War Dept. that Robert was 
"missing in action” since the surrender of Corregidor on May 7, 1942. 


On Jan. 20, 1943 his mother received a telegram from the War Dept. 
that Bobby was a Japanese prisoner somewhere in the Philippines. 
His Mother is permitted to write him through the Japanese Red Cross 
but he cannot write to her. 


Jan. 29, 1948 official word was received from the Goverment that 
Bobby had died while a prisoner of the Japanese Government being 
moved from the Philippines to Japan. He was buried at sea on 
Aug. 25, 1944, at age 25. 


Fourth Generation 


WILLIAM WALLACE, Ensign, married Lita on April 17, 1953 in 
Baltimore, Md. Lita was born Jan. 29, 1950 in South Shields, 
England. Mother English and Father Norwegian. She came to 
America in March 1946, 


Children 
Robin Marguerite June 15, 1960 
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Third Generation 
RICHARD H. GANSBERGEN and Margafet Charlotte, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs, John F, Monnix of Steger, Ill. were married on jan. 
S1, 1942 in the Rectory of St. Liborius Church in Steger. 
They reside in Homewood and Richard has a paint store. 


No children 


Third Generation 
EMILY HEPMINE GANSBERGEN 


Second Generation 
Sixth Child 


HERMINE E. BECKMAN was a spinster and died Feb. 14, 1943 
at Elisabeth's home in Crete, Ill. at age 75. 


Second Generation 

Seventh Child and Descendants 

MARGARET JANE BECKMAN married Charles Judson Murphy, farmer, 
son of Jerre and Harriet McIntyre Murphy of Brookston, Ind. on 
Oct. 50, 1895 in her father's home in Brunswick, Ind. 

Margaret died March 31, 1948, 


Charles died July 1, 1938. 


Children 
Harold Aug. 14, 1896 Brookston died Aug. 21, 1896 
Ruth Sept. 21, 1900 « Sept. 21, 1900 


Charles Beckman May 29, 1904 " 


il - - ——_ —— ————— —_ .  — = ————————— - — 
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Third Generation 


CHARLES BECKMAN MURPHY married Margaret Nesbitt on June 17, 1950 
in Lafayette, Ind. 


Charles is with the Dept. of History, Economics and Government 
with Purdue University. Margaret with Dept. of Family Life and 
Nursery School, Purdue University. 


Children 


Secona Generation 


Eighth Child and Descendants 


HERMAN C. BECKMAN married Geneve C. Baum, daughter of Anthony 
and Mary Kuhn Baum of West Lafayette, Ind. in their home on 
duly 12, 1899. 


Herman C. passed away Nov. 24, 1931 at age 58 and was buried at 
Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Herman was in the employ of the DeLaval Separator Co. of Chicago 
for over 35 years. He began his work with them as 4 travelling 
Salesman. At the time of his death was a Research Engineer. 


Children 
Ada Hermine July 25, 1904 Berwyn, Ill. 
gohn Baum May 12, 1907 " 
Mary Elisabeth Nov. 25, 1911 " 
Margaret April 6, 1917 " 


Third Generation 


JOHN BAUM BECKMAN enlisted in the Army in October 1940 at 
Chanute Field near Rantoul, Ill. in the Weather Observation 
Bureau in the Aviation Dept. The winter of 1941 he went to 
Spokane, Wash. in the Teletype Dept. In April 19435 left for 
station in South Pacific. Spent sometime at Guadalcanal, 
Russel Islands, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, Australia 
and Dutch East Indies. Returned to U. S. April 27, 1945. 


John Baum married Lenore Elbie Becker, daughter of Mrs. Ina 
Becker, Chicago on July 17, 1948 at St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church. 


Children 


Janice (Souter Guile. 
a ite al 
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Third Generation 


ADA HERMINE BECKMAN married Leslie Charles Murnane, son of 
Charles J. and Lucy Murnane of London, England in St. Paul's 
Church on Sept. 2, 1933 in London, England, 


Children 
Peter Beckman Jan. 9, 1936 Dulwich, London, Enz. 


Geneve Suzanne Oct. 24, 1938 Caterham Nursing Home 
London 


Fourth Generation 


PETER BECKMAN MURNANB married Ann 1959. 


Third Generation 


MARY ELISABETH BECKMAN married Keith Gordon, son of Harry and Ruby 
Gordon of Lowell, Ind. in South Bend, Ind. on June 17, 19355. 


Children 
Nancy April 17, 1954 Chicago, Ill. 
Fourth Generation 


NANCY GORDON married Jordan Walsh Montano 


Children 
Mona Octe 2, 1959 Sacramento, Calif. 
Keith H, Feb. 1, 1961 


Third Generatiop 


MARGARET BECKMAN married Joseph John Saville Garner, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Garner of London, England on May 28, 1958 at home of 
mother “Eckerwald" near Cedar Lake, Ind. Lovely garden wedding. 
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Children 
Christopher Feb. 28, 1939 London 
John Saville Dec. 29, 1940 Chicago 
Helena Geneve Jan. 28, 1947 Ottawa, Can. 


In May 1943 Saville Garner was transferred from Dominions Office 
in London to Ottawa, Canada where he is in the High Commissioner's 
Office. He was Knighted in London 1954 for work done in India. 

He returned to Canada in 1958. 
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Second Generation 


Ninth Child and Descendants 


BUROHARD FREDERICK BECKMAN married Fannie Alla Sheetz, daughter of 
James and Mary Jones Sheetz of Odelot, Ind. on Nov. 29, 1900 in 
the home of her parents in West Lafayette, Ind. He was interested 
in railroads and farming. 


They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Nov. 29, 1950 in 
Fort Smith, Ark. 


Burchard Frederick died June 18, 1957. 


Children 
Robert Arthur Feb. 22, 1902 Chariton, Ia. 
James Sheetz Aug. 27, 1904 Red Oaks, Ia. 
Burchard Francis Oct. 25, 1910 Ft. Smith, Ark. 
William Frederick Oct. 2, 1914 ° bs 7 


Third Generation 

ROBERT ARTHUR BECKMAN married Florence Falkner, daughter of A. F. 
and Bertha Grege Falkner of Fort Smith, Ark. on June 1, 1928. 
They were divorced later. 

Married Ada Mae 


Children 


Margaret (her daughter) 
Rita Ann Oct. 11, 1947 


Third Generation —22< 

JAMES S. BECKMAN married Evelyn Emerson, daughter of Joseph Walter 
and Ida V. Kindred Emerson of Fort Smith, Ark. on June 15, 1925 in 
the home of her parents. 

They were divorced in April 1937. 


James married Pauline Triplet of yan Buren, Ark. on Nov. 19, 1939 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Fort Smith. 


Children 
Elinor Anne July 1, 1940 Fort Smith 
Rebecca Frances Sept. 18, 1941 “ =f 
James 3S. Jr, Feb. 6, 1943 .- -” 
Mary Jane Nov. 28, 1945 w sd 
Emily Pauline Feb. 22, 1947 7 
Laurie Lynn Sept. 30, 1949 * " 
Frank Gordon Feb. 6, 1951 > & 
Sarah Catherine Mar. 29, 1952 * 


Pauline is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Triplet. Her maternal 
grandmother was a Cherokee Indian. 
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Third Generation 


BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN married Mary Frances Word(Aug. 29, 1909) 
on Dec. 7, 1955 in the Presbyterian Church at Fort Smith, Ark. 
Parents Orville Charles Word of Greenwood, Ark and Ida Hampton 
Newell of Water Valley, Miss. They were married Nov. 27, 1895 
and living in Fort Smith. 


Children 
Charles Burchard Jan. 13, 1938 Fort Smith 
Frederick Newell Mar. 2, 1940 " ad 
Frances Eleanor Jan. 9, 1942 ba * 
David Robert Aug. 14, 1944 * ° 
Julia Elizabeth Oct. 24, 1947 sd " 
La wv 


John Christopher Feb. 7, 1950 


Third Generation 


WILLIWM FREDERICK BECKMAN married Roberta Roberts on Nov. 19, 
1935 in Bentonville, Ark. daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Roberts of 
Fayetteville, Ark. 


Children 
James Frederick Aug. 21, 1956 Fayetteville 
William Francis Sept. 1, 1938 Saugus, Mass. 
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Children of Christian and Mary Meyer Brenker Chicago, Ill. 


Mary Meyer favorite niece. Mother and Father watned to adopt her 
at the age of six when they went back to Germany on their honey- 
moon, but her Mother would not part with her. After her Mother 
died Mary came to this country with friends. Father, Mother and 
John (12 years) met her in New York City. She lived with the 
Beckmans until she married. 


Children of Mary and Christopher Brenker 


Anna L. Brenker May 5 died Jan. 3, 1942 
Elizabeth M. Brenker died Apr. 1955 
Edward ©. Brenker Dec. 24, 1877 died Feb. 2, 1956 


Brenkers had a fancy grocery in Chicago and were burned out in 
the Chicago fire. They moved one wagon load of furniture to the 
north side of the river and after the fire continued in business 
for many years. 
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CHICAGO DAILY 


Jane 
Cartwright became the 
sop of William J. Moran 
ih ger Ind. The 
ride’s father, Eugene 
Cartwright, and Mrs, Cart- 
wright gave a reception 
ee for family mem- 
cand and close friends, Mo- 
is the son of Leonard 
J. Moran of Hammond and 
Jacksonville, Fla, and the 
late Mrs, Moran. The new- 
lyweds will live in H 
mond, The bride was ‘ 
society writer for The 
Daily News until the tim 
of her wedding. . 
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Obituaries 
\Retired Officer 


Colonel Ray Milton 
Dies Suddenly in Crete 


~ Colonel Ray Carl Milton (USA, Ret.) of Crete, a for- 
mer comptroller general of the Army Transportation 
ltant to the Chinese Nationalist govern- 
ment in Formosa, died Wednesday in his home at l 
Main street in the village. 

The Rev. Thomas al — — . 
er, pastor of Crete, will con- 
duct funeral services Friday at! 
1:30 p.m. in th 
ling chapel in Crete. ‘Burial will | 
be at Evergreen Hill cemetery. 

Friends may call at the Crete 
chapel Thursday afternoon and 
evening and Friday morning. 

Col. Milton was born in Chi- 
cago on June 15, 1900. He had 
been a resident of Crete for the 
past 30 year 5. He attended 
West Point Military academy 
and was commissioned a SeC- 
ond lieutenant there in 1932, 
when the late USAF Gen. Hoyt 
Vandenberg, former Chief of 
Staff for the Air Force, Was 
one of his classmates. 


THE COLONEL climaxed a 


32-year military ‘career which 
saw him serve overseas in Ha- 


appointment to the Pentagon 
post of comptroller general of 
the Army Transportation corps. 

He retired from the Army in 
1955, and served as a civilian 
adviser to Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Chinese Na- 
tionalist government on For- 
mosa in 1956. 

He received, at 60, a master’s 
degree in business administra- 
tion from American university 
in Washington, D. C., in 1960. 
For the 1960-61 school year, he | 
taught business administration 
at Iowa Wesleyan college in 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 

x fer 


PRIOR TO establishing resi- 
dence in Crete, Col. Milton was 
a village trustee in Western 
Springs for seven years, and 
completed a business manage- 
ment course at Harvard uni- 
versity. 

He was an honorary member 
of the Association of American 
Military Engineers, and also 
held membership in the City 
Manager association, Harvard 
University Alumni association, 
and Army Athletic association. 
‘| Surviving are his widow, 

Mrs. Ann Rohe Milton; a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Elisabeth Milton Pat- 


ramento, Calif., and Carl Wil- 
liam Milton of Spokane Wash.; 
¥\..4 10 erandchildren. | 


Dear Tom Tom, 


7-30-19 

This (‘S & Second Copy of The. record. 
nf The Beckman family. Kent had. two 
Copies. 

We had @ Wonderful visit Wak Mark 
ettersen. Ae Played trombone for 
Uncle i 

Kent appears to he holding Steady 


+ this tame Qnd We kre enjoying 
She time with him. 


T hope @t{ is well with You. Sending 


my love. 
Praise 


f } A dudh Eitehe ds Fo MAN Soe 

Bar he t rellherne a. Ph LA Namwvenz 
. WA LAMA, 

m A RECORD OF THE BECKMAN FAMILY 

HERMAN CHITSTOPHER BECKMAN, Jtine 3, 1822 - July 5, 189k, son of Johann Buchardt 

and Gesche Iuers Reckman, born in Langwedel, Hanover, Germany, came to America 

in 188. He was married in New York City, N. Y. on June 3, 1852 to Elisabeth 

Margaret Finck (August 3, 1835 - July 19, 1879), daughter of John Nicholas 

and Sophia Margretha Ohlandl Finck, born in Ringsted, Germany. She came to 

America in September 1850. 


The following children were born to them: 


lst - John Nicholas October 26, 1856 Hanover Center, Indiana 
2nd - Sophia Margretha June 8, 1858 " " " 

3rd - Gesina Maria June 1, 1860 " 1 " 

yth - Elisabeth Katherine May 1h, 1862 " r " 

Sth- Anna Mathilda February 13, 1865 " " " 

6th = Hermine Elinor February 8, 1868 Brunswick, Indiana 

7th - Margaret Jane May 30, 1871 tt " 

8th - Herman Christopher December 28, 187), " t" 

9th - Burchard Frederick March 25, 1876 " " 


Came to Hanover Center, Indiana in 1856. They lived in a log cabin and started 
a general store. The stock consisted of 3 bolts of cotton goods - 1 barrel of 
flour - 1 barrel of sugar and 1 sack of coffee (not roasted. ) 


lst Child and Descendants 


JOHN N. BECKMAN (October 26, 1856) merchant and in real estate, married Mary A. 
Echterling (1859) in St. Michael's Church in Chicago, Illinois on November hy 1880 
and the attendants were 


Gesina M. Beckman (John's sister) 
Minnie Brencker 
Julius Echterling (Mary's brother) 
George Deuerling 


A wedding supper was served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Christ Brencker (cous ing) 
on Lincoln Avenue, Chicago. 


Mary A. Echterling was the daughter of Mary Anna Cloidt Echterling and Frederick 
Echterling of Brunswick, Indiana. 


Lived in Brunswick, Indiana and later moved to Hammond, Indiana in 1906. 

John and Mary celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in November 1930 at 

the home of son John and Mary Junior, Hammond, Indiana, who gave a dinner 

party for all the children and their families. Later in the day held Open House 
from )\:09 to 9:09, Many friends and relatives called on them. 

Mary died at age 81 on March 3, 190. 


John died at age 89 on May 22, 19))6. 
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The followinz are their children: 


Third Generation 


lst John Frederick June 25, 1882. Brunswick, Ind. 

2nd August Cs. October 39, 1883 " " 

3rd Agnes ®lisabeth Auge 6&5 1885 " " 
died Sevt. 15, 1886 

lth Agnes June 15, 1887 " " 
died Nov. }1, 1888 

5th Mary Elisabeth Oct. 15, 1888 " i 
died Jan. hy 1893 

6th Henry Joseph Feb. 6, 1891 " " 
died Feb. 19, 1892 

7th Elinor Elisabeth Nov, 30, 1892 " " 
died Aug hs 1965 

8th Warcaret May 3: 1892 " " 
died August 1895 

9th Marie Therese June 1, 1896 " " 

10th Fred Herman June 28, 1808 " " 

lith Henry Bernard Feb. 2, 1999 " " 
died Oct. 2, 199) 

12th William Edgar July 25, 1993 " " 

Third Generation © 


JOHN F. BECKMAN married Mary Krost, daughter of Fred and Emma Kauffer Krost 
of H anover, Indiana,in St. Joseph's Church on January 10, 1911. John was 
in the lumber’ business for many years in Hammond, Indiana. 

John died at age 69 on June 22, 1951. 


Children of John and Mary: 


Mary Katherine Oct. 55 1911 Hammond, Ind. 
Monica ¥linor (Retty) May li, 1915 " r 
John Frederick, Jr. Nec. 21, 1916 " " 
Joseph Krost (Jodie) Nov. 29, 1929 " " 
Carolyn Krost Auge 28, 1923 " is 


Fourth Generation 


MARY KATHERINE BECKMAN married Frank Kristel, son >f Andrew and Augusta 
Schwartz Kristel of Gajdel, Germany on May 17, 193): in St. Joseph's Church 
Hammond, Ind. 
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Andrew Kristel came to America in 191). Mrs. Kristel, Frank and sister came in 
1920 and settled in Calumet City, Illinois. 


Children 
Mary Katherine June 5, 1945 


Fourth Generation 


MONICA E. BECKMAN married Thomas Joseph Radigan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Radigan 
of Gary, Indiana on June 18, 194) at St. Joseph's Church in Hammond, Indiana. 


Children 


Thomas Radigan, Jr. August 3, 19))2 
Timothy Patrick October 15, 193 
Mona E. Beckman June 15, 1945 
Jeffry John August 26, 1916 
Mary Ann 1951 


Fourth Generation 


JOHN FREDERICK BECKMAN, Jr. married Anna Louise Burkhart, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hinshaw of Bloomington, Indiana, on April 11, 192. 


eptidren 
Eoanmn Lov A NW March 30, 19h) 
Elinor Jane April 3, 1914 
John Frederick III September 18, 1950 
Margaret EL)ZABETH June 12, 1953 
Richard Clark July 29 1956 |G5S 
Fourth Generation 


JOSEPH KROST BECKMAN married Mary K. pati sticker on May 2, 19)5. 
\ELSTICK ER 
Children 


Susan April 10; 1946 
Joseph Krost, Jr. February 11, 19),8 
Christopher November 25, 1951 
Mary ~haura AUREL February 6, 1953 


Fourth Generation 
CAROLYN KROST BECKMAN married James Gartland on April 27, 1943 in Hammond, Ind. 
Children 


Kathleen August 29, 19),8 
Carol July 31, 1951 
James Matthew, Jr. August 16, 1952 
Timothy Beckman April 17, 195) 
Daniel Beckman May 2), 1956 


Third Generation 


ANIGWST 5. BECKMAN (October 30 , 1983) married Katherine Kennedy, dangkter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank McMahon Kennedy of Duluth, Minnesota in Duluth on Jure 5S, 1911. 


He died at age 69 in his home in Park Ridge, Illinois, April 2h, 19h3. 
No» children 
Third Generation 


ELINOR BECKMAN (November 30, 1892 (us ) married C. A. Massaro, 
February 195);. 


 — 


MARTE THER"SE RECKMAN (June 1, 1894 - February 1), 1953) married Leonard Moran, 
son of William and Anna Ryan Moran of Harmond, Indiana on Senterber 1°, 1922 

in St. Joseph's Church, Hammond. 

Shildren 


Maryanna January 16, 192); Harmond 
William Jehn April 39, 193 " 


Fourth Generation 
MARYANNA MORAN married James §. Stone of Hammond, Indiana on September 25, 191,9. 
Children 


Ann Leonard 
James S. Jr. (nickname Stein) 


WILLIAM JOHN MORAN married Janet Sue Cartwright, daughter of Bugene and the 
late Mae Emma Cartwright of New Castle, Indiana, November 23, 1963 in St. John 
Bosco Church, Hammond, 

Children 


Susan Marie November 7, 196); Hammond 


Third Generation 


FRED H. BECKMAN (June 28, 1898 - September 17, 1958) married Jane Wilson, 
daughter of Jesse and jail Wasson Wilson of Hammond, Tndiana at St. Josenh's 
Parsonage on April 19, 1928, 


aes 


Children 
qail Mary January 12, 1929 Harmond, Indiana 
Barbara July 21, 1931 " " 
Frederick Herman November 7, 1933 " " 
. Wasson ‘ilson June lh, 1936 mo " 


- Fourth Generation 


GATL MARY BUCKWAN married R. Joseph RudQ@iph, June 1951. 


Shildren 
Janet Marie January 27, 1952 
Raymond Joseph, Jr. February 9, 195) 
John Rudalph May 39, 1956 


Fourth Generation 


BARPARA R@OKMAN married William Kenneth Gramer on June 29, 1953, Harmond, Tnd. 


Children 

William Kenneth, Jr. March 7, 195), 

Jane Allison Avril 15, 1955 

Martin June 39, 1957 

James July 8, 1958 

Robert Wasson Necember 7, 1960 

Elisabeth March 16, 1963 
1965 
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FREDERTOK HERMAN BECKMAN married Patricia Rogan in 1958. 


Children 
Vary Jane March 39, 1959 
Frederick Yerman TTT May 2h, 1969 
Richard Wasson June 20, 1963 


Fourth Generation 


‘JESSE WASSON WTLSON BECKMAN June 1h, 1936 


-6- 
Third Generation 


WILLIAM EDGAR BECKMAN married Laura Fitzgerald, daughter of John and Laura 
Sexton Fitzgerald of Hammond, Indiana in All Saints Church on June 12, 192h 


in Hammond. 

Children 
Joan Miriam February 23, 1926 
Laura Jane December 20, 1935 


Fourth Generation 


Chicago, Tllinois 
Toledo, Ohio 


JOAN VIRIAM BECKMAN married Lafayette Ross Chism in Bond Chapel, University of 


Chicago on June 18, 199. 


Children 
Elizabeth Jane October 19, 1951 
John 195 
Thomas 1957 


Fourth Generation 


€ LAURA JANE BECKMAN married C. Lancaster. 


oecan> 
TAILD Pasha Child and Descendants 


GESINA MARIE BECKMAN married Dr. August Groman, son of Dr. Charles and Caroline 
Kluckholm Groman of Brunswick, Indiana in her father's home in Brunswick on 


June 1, 1881. Attendants were 


Anna M. Beckman 
Charles Groman, Jr. 


After the wedding breakfast they left for their future home in Odebolt, Iowa by 


way of Goodenow and Chicago, Illinois. 


Sena and August celebrated their 5)th wedding anniversary in June 1931. 


Herman and Alice had a family picnic for all the Gromans and Beckmans at the 


Crown Point Fair Grounds in their honor. 


Dr. August Groman died April 22, 197 at age 99 in Odebolt, Iowa. 


Gesina died October 2h, 199 at age 89 in Odebolt, Iowa. 


Children 
Herman Charles August 18, 1882 
Lucille Elisabeth February 3, 1885 
Alice Caroline July 15, 1887 
Dorothy Hermine November 2, 189), 
Helen Margaret January 28, 1899 
Eleanor Anna June 25, 1898 


SECOND CENERATION 
*% SECOND CHILD—- SOPHIA MARGRETHA 


de HANOVER CEnTEe jn dD, b/8 ft5- O- 


Odebolt, Iowa 
" " 


ey 


Incille Blisabeth died August 28, 1°65 O4eholt 


Helen Marzaret " Jamary 16, 1997 '" 

Mleanor A. Day "August 27, 1933 Tucson, Ariz. 

Yr. Herman C. " July 21, 195) White Take,Mich. 

Alice 0. Admiral " Lozansvort, Ind. 
Third veneration 


DR. HERMAN C. GROMAN married Eunice Keller Costello, danzhter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Josevh Sostello in Chicago on June 25, 1998 in thetr home on Y. Jackson Flvd. 
Chic2go. 


Children 
Billie October 16, 1909 Yarmond (died Oct. 1919) 
Kathryn June 8, 1911 
Norothy Hermine March 5, 1913 
Ruth February 5, 1919 


Eunice passed away March 17, 1932. 


Dr. Herman Yroman married Jannette Edwards, daughter of Albert Jonathan and ®lla 
Robinson "dwards of Ft. Dodge, Iowa on March 19, 1933, in Chicago, Illinois. 


Fourth Jeneration 
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KATHERINE GROMAN married William Moorehouse Schuyler of 15) Lake Shore Drive, 
Chicago, in Hammond, Indiana on November 17, 193);. 


Children 
William Moorehouse Schuyler, Jr. June };, 1937 
Sybil Eunice July 9, 1939 
Peter Groman Nove 1, 19:9 
Philip 19hj/ 


DOROTHY HERMING G2OMAN of Hammond, Indi‘ina married Donald Ary O'Kieffe, son 
of Mr. and irs. ©. 0D. O'Kieffe of Minneapolis, Minn., October 2);, 1934 in Chicago. 


They took un residence in Hong Kong, China where Donald was emoloyed with thase 
National Rank. ‘then the city of Hone Kong fell into Jananese hands, Donald was 
taken as a prisoner of war. As an exchange prisoner, he returned to this country 
on the S. S. Grinsholm with over 1190 other civilian anda diplomatic personnel 

wio had been held as prisoners for several months. ‘The ship arrived in 

New York in August 19};2. 


Children 
Donald March 19, 1938 Hone Kong 
Douglas October 22, 19)\1 Chicago 
Niane March }j, 19))5 Cuba 


Donald A. O'Kieffe passed away in September 19):5 in New York City. 
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RUTH GROMAN married Ward Carl Meyers at her home on Wildwood Road in Hammond 


June 2h, 1939. Ward was a medical student at the University of Chicas amd it 
was a lovely garden wedding. 


Children 
Mary Lou August 15, 19)1 Philadelphia 
Geoffrey Groman April 5, 19h 


Fifth Generation 


PETER GROMAN SCHITYLER married Linda Bryant on November 28, 1956 at St. Chrysostom's 
Church in Chicago, Tllinois. 


Third Generation 

ALICE C. GROMAN married Donald Admiral, son of Nicholas and Virginia Holton Admiral 
on September 2h, 191) at the home of her parents in Odebolt, Iowa. After a wedding 
breakfast they left for their new home in The Dalles, Oregon. 


They were divorced in 1928. 


Children 
Virginia Holton February , 1915 The Dalles, Oregon 
Eleanor &. December 12, 1916 Odebolt, Iowa 


Fourth Generation 


VIRGINIA HOLTON ADMIRAL and Robert De Niro were married in Washington Square 
Church in New York City on February 12, 19))2. 


Children 
Robert 19h) 
Fourth Generation 


ELEANOR Bs. ADMIRAL married Walter Richard Haefele of Cincinnati, Ohio on 
November 11, 1939 in Thorndyke Hilton Chapel, University of Chicago, Chicago. 


Children 
Joan Alice September 20, 19,0 Wilmington, Del. 
Richard October 25, 19);2 " " 
Third Generation 


DOROTHY HERMINE GROMAN married Luther fk. Ellis, son of Edward 0. and Ella Adams 
Holmes Sllis of Liberty Center, Indiana on Jamary 1h, 1929 in Chicago, Illinois. 


luther died August 2, 1951 in Washington, D. Cc. 


Children 
Kent Ellis June 22, 1921 Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Dorothy Ann June 12, 1923 " " " 


Parents of Luther's father were born in Kentucky. Parents of both came down the 
Ohio River on flat boats and settled on land purchased from the Government 
while Kentucky was a part of Virginia. The father of this L. E. Ellis served 
in the Revolution, although only 16 - 18 years old. ‘Was not wounded, but 

broke his leg stepning into a hole in the field at the surrender of Cormwallis. 
Mr. Dicken is also believed to have served. 


Parents of his mother were Robert Scott Holmes and Elisabeth Fisher Adams. 
Both were born in Kentucky. Their parents came from Massachusetts (the Adams! 
from Lowell) soon after the Revolution. Ancestors of toth served in the 
Revolution. 


Iuther's parents, Edward Osman Ellis (1861) and lla Adams Holmes (184) both 
born in Peach Grove, Kentucky. They moved to Liberty Center, Iowa when Luther 
was fourteen. Luther was born in Peach Grove, Kentucky on September 29, 1889. 
Fourth Generation 
KENT ELLIS, Ensign, USNR married Jane Katherine Del Veccio, daughter of Wr. md 
Mrs. Samel Del Veccio in Washington, D. C. on July 29, 1943. He became a 
lieutenant in 195. 
Children 

Stephen Mark Ellis December 29, 19))5 


Kent was divorced and married again June 10, 1950 to Barbara Koehler of 
South Hadley Falls, Massachusetts. 


Children 
Karen March 1951 
Kent Bradford May 1953 


Fourth Generation 


DOROTHY ANN ELLIS married Lt. William T. Lane, Jr., son of Mr. amd Mrs. Lane 
of Wilmette, Illinois on July 15, 19h). 


Third Generation 


ELEANOR ANNA GROMAN married Joseph John Day, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Day 
of New Albany, Indiana on December 10, 1921 at her brother Herman's home in 
Hammond, Indiana. She passed away on August 27, 1933 in Tucson, Arisona. 
Interment in Odebolt, Iowa. Joseph Day married again. 


Children 
Joseph John, Jr. October 1, 192? Chicago 
Robert Charles February 11, 1926 " 


=10- 


Fourth Generation 
ROBERT CHARLES DAY married Sally Dutcher September , 1919 in Stockton, California. 


Fourth Child and Descendants 

ELISABETH ©. BECKMAN married William H. Rohe, druggist and banker, son of Henry 
and Dorothy M. Hintze Rohe of Crete, Illinois on October 29, 1897 in her sister 
Anna's home on ‘est Polk Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

William died April 28, 1938 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger, Illinois 


Elisabeth died April 39, 1959 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger. 


Children 
Helen Marie September 3, 1398 Crete, Illinois 
Ann Elisabeth July 18, 1991 " i" 


Third Generation 


HELEN MARIE ROHE married Melford Donald Gjerde, son of Melford and Rachel Larson 
Gjerde of Chicago Heights on June 39, 1929 in the home of her parents in Crete; 
Tllinois. 


Children 
Elisabeth Ann February 23, 1926 Mankato, Minnesota 
Melen Jane November 25, 1928 Homewood, Illinois 
Margaret Jean August 19, 1935 " " 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN GJERDE married Josenh Prescott Eckman, Jr. on July 23, 1949 at 
the First Presbyterian Chureh in Homewood, Illinois 


Children 
Gail Ann August 5, 1951 
Carol Jane March 8, 195) 
John Preston April 17, 1957 


FOURTH GENERATION 


MARGARET JEAN GJERDE married Edgar Francis Kiefer of California on June 29; 
1957 in Homewood, Illinois 


Children 
Nickolas Patrick September 19, 1949 


Fourth Generation 


HELEN JANE GJERDE 


offen 


Third Generation 


ANN ELISABETH ROHS married Ray Carl Milton, son of Carl and Augusta Cuen Milton 
of Chicago, Illinois at West ‘oint Chapel on January 28, 1927 in Yest Point, N. Y. 


In 1950 Col Wilton, comptroller am assistant chief of Army Transportation 
Corps, was consultant to the Chinese Nationalist Government in Formosa. 


Sol. Milton died suddenly July 5, 1961. 


Children 
Kent Rohe Novemter 19, 1927 Western Springs, Ill. 
Carl William October 26, 1929 " " " 
Elisabeth Ann June 11, 1931 Galesburg, Illinois 


Fourth Generation 


KENT ROHE MTLTON married August 12, 1959 to Barbara Alice Bradley at St. Joseph's 
Church in Homewood, Illinois, with a receotion at the home of her parents in Home 
wood. 


Children 
Paul Febriary 12, 1952 Yomet, California 
Margaret Ann April 19, 195), oer ee ae 
Catherine Marie Warch ly 1954 “ ; 
Mark Allen February 28, 1957 Los Angeles, Calif. 
Mathew Carl February 28, 1957 8 mn n 
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peer everavion 


CARL WILLIAM MILTON, 2nd Lt., married Cornelia Alma Mack of Seattle, Yashington 
on Jarmary 29, 1953 in Houston, Texas. 


Children 
Ray Cutler February 6, 1956 “Wrenn 
Laura Ann August 19, 1957 
Ruth Louise June 18, 1958 


Joan Elisabeth August 3, 1960 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN MILTON married Dale Richard Patterson, November 2h, 195) in 
Rockford College Chapel, Rockford, Illinois. 


Children 


o 


Mark Allen April 8, 1960 


S A 
; | Son W/V 


= 
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Bee Ont 1S and Dessendants 

Second Generation 

ANNA M. BSCKMAN married WH enry H. Gansbergen, son of John Henry and Anna Meta 
Bischoff Gansbergen of Jersey City, N. Je on October 12, 1887 in Brunswick, 
Indiana in the home of her father. Henry was in the music publishing business. 
Henry H. died Jamary 20; 193 in Homewood at age 8h. 


Anna Y. died September 27, 1951 in Homewood at age 86. 


Children 
Marguerite Eligabeth November 28, 1888 Chicago dd, /s7/jau< 
Emily Hermine September 25, 1891 " d, 2 
Richard Henry May 16, 1999 " *"liges 


Parents of H. H . Gansbergen were John Henry Gansbergen born in “itzendorf, 
Hanover, Germany on September 25, 1821, and Anna Meta Bischoff, bom February 
17, 1836 at Langwedel, Hanover, Germany. 


Anna and Henry celebrated their 50th weddinz anniversary on October 12, 1937. 
Their children gave a dinner party for them inviting all the brothers, sisters, 
wives and husbands. In the afternoon and evening, kept Open Youse in their 
home in Homewood. Many friends and relatives calle. 


Third Generation 

MARGUERITE £. GANSB=SRGEN marriei Robert Ellsworth Weeks, son of Robert Eleazer 
and Jennie I. Roberts leeks of Chicago, T1linois on September 8, 1915 in her 
home on Dorchester Aveme, Chicago. | 


Robert Ellsworth died on January 6, 1940 at age 51. 


Children 
Kenneth Lancaster February 23, 1916 San Frarcisco 
Robert Henry April 39, 1919 Chicago 
William Wallace August 13, 1927 Crete 
Fourth Generation 


KENNETH L. WESKS married Adele Marie Thomas (July 1, 191) daughter of George 
and Marie Thomas of Chicago, Illinois on Saturday, Jamuary 16, 193 at the 
Rectory of St. Bride's Chnrch, Chicago. Reception for the immediate family 
at Phil Schmidt's Restaurant.. 


Kenneth entered the U. S. Army on April 5, 19,3 at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois. 
Spent some time at camps in California, Florida and Tegas and embarked from New 
York February 195. Served as lst Sgt. of the, }\2lth Ordnance Evacuation Co. 
with the 3rd Army in France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany, Austria and Szecko- 
slovakia. Returned to the U. S. in March and discharged April 2, 196. 
Reealled to service for one year from 1959 to 1951 at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Maryland e 
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Children he" 
~. er xe : 
Robert George July 2h, 19:7 yn 
Ioanne Elisabeth December 1?, 1951; — died February 6, 1952 
Ellen Marie August 27, 1953 | abs 
James Richard February 26, 1960 dred January 9, 1% 


Fourth Generation 


ROBERT HENRY WEEKS enlisted in the Army at Joliet, Tllinois on February 1, 19))1 
and left for the Philippines. Stationed at Camp McDowell, Angel Island, Calif- 
ornia for two months and landed at Manila, Philippines on April 22, 191 on S. S. 
Republic. After a few months, was promoted to Corporal in Co. M, 31st Infantry. 


On May 22, 192 word came from the War Department that Robert was missing in 
action" since the surrender of Corregidor on May 7, 19)2. 


Jamuary 20, 1943, his mother received a telegram from the War Department that 
Bobby was a Japanese prisoner somewhere in the Philippines. His Mother was 
permitted to write him through the Japanese Red Cross, but he could not write 
to her. 


January 29, 195, official word was received from the Government that Bobby 
had died while a prisoner of the Japanese Government being moved from the 
Philippines to Japan. He was buried at sea on August 25, 19h) at age 25. 


Fourth Generation 
WILLIAM WALLACE WEEKS, Ensign, married Lita on Avril 17, 1953 in Baltimore, 


Maryland. Lita was born January 29, 1930 in South Shields, England. Mother 
English, father Norwegian. She came to America in March 19)6. 


Children 
Robin Marguerite June 15, 1960 
7 lau/ 03 LEN? 
Third Generation b. oa LARS 


RICHARD H. GANSBERGEN and Margaret Charlotte,,daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 

F. Monnix of Steger, Illinois, were married on January 31, 19);2 in the Rectory 
of St. Liborius Church in Steger. They reside in Homewood where Richard has a 
paint store. 

No children. 

Third Generation 


EMILY HERMINE GANSBERGEN died in Homewood, Illinois, February 21, 1965. 


Second Generation, Sixth Child 


HERMINE E. BECKMAN was a spinster and died February 1), 193 at Elisabeth's 
home in Crete, Tllinois at age 75. (2/8/68 ~ 2/14 143) 


Second Generation 


a ee 


MARGARET JANE BECKMAN married Charles Judson Murphy, farmer, son of Jerre am 
Harriet McIntyre Murphy of Brookston, Indiana, on October 30, 1895 in her 
father's home in Brunswick, Indiana. 

Charles died July 1, 1938. 


Margaret died March 31, 19))8. 


Children 
Harold August 1), 1896 Brookston died Aug. 21, 1896 
Ruth September 21, 1990 " " Sept. 21, 1900 


Charles Beckman May 29, 190) " 
Third Generation 


CHARLES BECKMAN MURPHY married Margaret Nesbitt on June 17, 1950 in Ia Fayette, 
Indiana. 


Charles is with the Devartment of History, Economics and Government at Purdue 
University. Margaret is with the Department of Family Life and Nursery School; 
Purdue University. 

No children. 

Second Generation 

HERMAN C. BECKMAN married Geneve Centennial Baum, daughter of Anthony and 

Mary ©. Kuhn Baum of West LaFayette, Indiana in their home on July 12, 1899. 
Herman died November 2):5 1931 at age 58 and was buried at Cedar Lake, Indiana. 


Herman was in the employ of the De Laval Separator Company of Chicago for over 
35 years. He began his work with them as a traveling salesman. At the tim of 
his death he was a Research Engineer. 


Children 
Ada Hermine July 25, 190 Berwyn, Illinois 
John Baum May 12, 1907 " " 
Mary Elisabeth November 23, 1911 " " 
Margaret April 6, 1917 " " 


Third Generation 

ADA HERMINS BECKMAN married Leslie Charles Murnane, son of Charles J. and Iucy 
Murnane of London, England in St. Paul's Church on September 2, 1933, Londons 
England. , : 

Children 


Peter Charles Beckman Jamuary 9, 1936, Dulwich, London, England 
Geneve Suzanne October 2h, 1938 Caterham Nursing Home, London 


“ine 


Fourth Generation Ks gence crs 


PETER BECKMAN MURNANE married Ann Eaiteh of London, at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma in 
November 1959. They were rarried while Peter was stationed at Ft. Sill with 
the 1. 5S. Army. 


Children 
Catherine Ann 1962 J 
SOZANNE- MARIE ney v7, 1965S 


Fourth Generation 


GENEVE SUZANNS MURNANS married Fred Maroon in “ashington, D. C. in June, 196. 


Children 
7; ras Ka 
AUG 16, 1a 
Cre uring — ANG 20) It 
SOPHIA SUD AWNE a ees 
PAUL ChaeLes FEB. De, (474 


Third Generation 

JOHN RAI! RECKWAN enlisted in the Army in October 19). at Chamute Field near 
Rantoul, Tllinois, with tho Weather Observation Rurean in the Aviation Nenart— 
ment. In the winter of 19);1 he went to Spokane, Washington in the Teletype De- 
partment. In April 193 he left for stations in the South Pacific. Snent some 
time at Gudalcanal, Russell Islands, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, A rstralia and 
Nutch East Indies. Returned to the U. $. Anril 27, 195. 


John Baum married Lenore “lvie Recker, daughter of Vrs. Ina Pecker, in Chicago 
on July 17, 1948 at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church. 


Children 


Janice Elaine October 17, 1917 


Third Generation 


MARY ELISAP®TH BEOKYAN married Keith Gordon, son of Harr; ami Ruby jordon of 
lowell, Indiana, in South Bend, Indiana on June 17, 1933. 


Children 


Nancy April 19, 193 Chicago, Illinois 
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Fourth jieneration 


NANCY )2DON married Jordan Walsh Montano of Sacramento, California in the 
Presbyterian Church of Wheaton, Illinois in 1958. Nancy an? Jordan made their 
hore in Sacramento, California. 


Children 
Yona October 2, 19°9 Sacramento, Calif. 
Keith Horace February 1, 1941 " " 


Fifth Generation 


VONA Montano 


Fifth Generation 


KEITH H. *ontano 


Third Generation 


MARGARET BECKMAN married John Josenh Saville “darner, son of Mr. and Vrs. 
J. Garner of Inndon; England on May 28, 1938 at "Eckerwald" her motter's 
home near Cedar Lakey Iniiana. lovely garden weddinz. 


Children ER 
Selhages GARN 
ChristophertotN SpviLte February 28, 1939 London, Eneland 
\osePttJon Savwkite &A pana Necember 79, 199 Chicago, Ill. 
Helena GeneveGACn tt Jamary 28, 197 Ottawa, Canada 


In May of 19!\3 Saville Garner was transferred from Dominions office in London 
to Ottawa, Canada where he was in the High Commissioner's office. Knighted in 
London in 195); for work done in Inlia. He returned to Canada in 1958, and to 
London in 1961. 


CHRISTOPHSR GARNER married Janet Rees in England in 1943. Wokingham,Surrey 
Children 


| 
Piers March 1963 London, Eng. 


\esert JONATHAN SA¥EREE GARNER married Brigitte Pittet 573/69 Sens, France 
Second Generation 


Ninth Child and Descendants 


BURCHARD FREDRICK BECKMAN married Fannie Alla Sheetz _ daughter of James and Mary 
Jones Sheetz of Odelot, Indiana on November 29, 1999 in the home of her parents 
in W. LaFayette, Imiiana. He was interested in railroads and farming, and was 
chief engineer of the Ft. Smith and Western Railroad. 


atts 


They celebrated their S%h anniversary on November 29, 1959 in Ft. Smith, 
Ar’-arsas. 


Burchard Frederick died June 18, 1957. 


Children 
Robert Arthur February 22, 1992 Chariton, Iowa 
James Sheetz August 27, 190i Red Oaks, Towa 
Burchard Francis October 25, 1919 Ft. Smith, Ark. 
William Frederick October 2, 1°1) Ft. Smith, Ark. 


Third Generation 


ROPT?T ARTHUR RECKMAN married Florence Falkner, daughter of A. F. and Bertha 
Gregr Falkner of Ft. Smith on June 1, 1928. They were later divorced. 


Married Ada Wae. 


Children 

hire GEORGE DAVID 
Vargaret (her daughter) {Tames FREDERIC KSO 
Rita Ann October 11, 19h7_/ 


JANES S. RECKMAN married Evelyn Emerson, daughter of Josenh Valter and Ida V. 
Kindred tmerson of Ft. Smith, Arkansas on June 1%, 1935 in the home of her 
parents. They were divorced in April 1937. 


James married *auline Triplet of Van Furen, Arkansas on November 19, 1939 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Ft. Smith. 


Children 
Elinor Anne July ly 19h) Ft. Smith 
Rebecca Frances September 18, 19),1 " " 
James: S. Jr. February %, 19);3 " " 
Vary Jane November 28, 19);5 " " 
Tmily Pauline Februar) 2?5 197 f" " 
Laurie Lynn September 39, 1919 " it 
Pran’ Yrdon February 6, 1951 " " 
‘Sarah “Satherine March 29, 195? " " 


Pauline is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Triplet. Her maternal grandmother 
was a Cherokee Indian. 


Fourth Generation 


ELINOR ANNE married  C/y... /tas Lh F- 1964 


REBECCA FRANSES married Jerry Yarborough of Ft..Smith 
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Third Generation 


BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN married Mary Frances Word (August 29, 1999) on 

December 7, 1935 in the Presbyterian Church at Ft. Smith, Arkansas. Parents 

Orville Charles Word of Greenswood, Arkansas and Ida Hamoton Newell of 

erage aa Mississippi. They were married November 27, 1895 and live in 
« & ° 


Children 
Charles Burchard January 13, 1938 Ft. Smith 
Frederick Newell March 2, 1919 " " 
Frances Eleanor January 95 192 "8 
David Robert August 14, 19h nom 
Julia Elizabeth October 2h, 197 . Ms 
John Christopher February 7, 1950 ” 4 


Fourth Generation é 
| 
CHARLES BURCHARD married Frances Nerickt = 60 
Matin — Auguske rs - 1961 
frederick nerrud Detly Arune. Tayler ev. 11 -14Ge 


Elicabth Anne - Sopt.l-146t 
Mary Lynne  - Falo- 12 - 1965 


Judy marricd Nyx Snowden April S- 1964 


Third Generation 


WILLIAM FREDERICK BECKMAN married Roberta Roberts on November 19, 1935 
in Bentonville, Arkansas, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Roberts of Fayetteville, Ark. 


ay 
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9— 
Children 
—>oooOo 
James Frederick August 21, 1936 Fayetteville 
William Francis September 1, 1938 Saugus, Mass. 
; ‘ 
— Jones (Sena } hroured 
1- AEN 
WWilliaun CRU ) married 
\- daughter 
2 =- 
Children of Christian and Mary Meyer Brenker Chicago, Illinois 


Mary Meyer favorite niece. Mother and father wanted to adopt her at age of 

six when they went back to Germany on their honeymoon, but her mother would not 
part with her. Aftter her mother died, Mary came to this country with friends. 
Father, mother and John (12 years) met her in New York City. She lived with the 
Beckmans until she married. 


Children of Mary and Christopher Brenker 


Anna L. Brenker May 5 died January 3,5 19)2 
Elizabeth M. Brenker " April 1955 
Rdward C. Brenker December 2);, 1877 " February 2, 1936 


Brenkers had a fancy grocery in Chicago and were burned out in the Chicago 
Fire. They moved one wagon load of furniture to the north side of the river 
and after the fire, continued in business for many years. 


_ a 


; A RECORD OF THE BECKMAN FAMILY 


HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN June 3, 1822 - July 5, 1894, son of | 
Johann Buchardt and Gesch Luers Beckman born in Langwedel, Hanover 
Germany, came to America in 1848. He was married in New York City, 
N.Y. on June 3, 1852 to Elisabeth Margaret Finck (Aug. 3, 1835 - 
July 10, 1879) daughter of John Nicholas and Sophia Margretha 
Ohlandl Finck born in Ringsted, Germany. She came to America in 
September 1850. 


The following children were born to them: 


lst - John Nicholas Oct. 26, 1856 Hanover Center, Ind. 


2nd - Sophia Margretha June 8, 1858 a . - 
3rd - Gesina Marie June 4, 1860 ' 
4th - Elisabeth Catherine May 14, 1862 " i i 
5th - Anna Mathilda Feb. 13, 1865 " 4 i" 
6th - Hermine Elinor Feb. 8, 1868 Brunswick, Ind. 

7th - Margaret Jane May 30, 1871 # “ 

8th - Herman Christopher Dec. 28, 1874 i" i" 

9th - Burchard Frederick March 25, 1876 " " 


Came to Hanover Center, Indiana in 1856. They lived in a log cabin and 
started a general store. The stock consisted of 3 bolts of cotton goods - 
1 barrel of flour - 1 barrel of sugar and 1 sack of coffee (not roasted). 


lst Child and Descendants 


JOHN N. BECKMAN (Oct. 26, 1856) merchant and in real estate married 
Mary A. Echterling (18593 in St. Michael's Church in Chicago, Illinois, 
on Nov. 4, 1880 and the attendants were 


Gesina M. Beckman (John's sister) 
Minnie Brengker 

Julius Echterling (Mary's brother) 
George Deuerling 


A wedding supper was served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Christ Brengker 
(cousins) on Lincoln Ave., Chicago. 


Mary A. Echterling was the daughter of Mary Anna Cloidt Echterling 
and Frederick Echterling of Brunswick, Ind. 


Lived in Brunswick, Ind. and later moved to Hammond, Ind. in 1906, 


ata 
John and Mary celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in November 
19350 at the home of son, John and Mary Junior, Hammond, Ind. who 
gave a dinner party for "all the children and their families, Later 
in the day held Open House from 4:00 to 9:00. Many friends and 
relatives called on them. 
Mary died at age 81 on March 3, 1940. 
John died at age 89 on May 22, 1946. 
The following are their children:- 


Third Generation 


lst John Frederick June 25, 1882 Brunswick, Ind. 

end August C. Oct. 30, 1885 , " 

ord Agnes Elisabeth Aug. 6, 1885 ” - 
died Sept. 15, 1886 

4th Agnes June 15, 1887 " * 
died Nov. 4, 1888 

oth Mary Elisabeth Oct. 15, 1888 ° i 
died Jan. 4, 1893 

6th Henry Joseph Feb. 6, 1891 Vs * 
died Feb. 19, 1892 

7th Elinor Elisabeth Nov. OD, 1892 ° " 

8th Margaret May 3, 1895 * * 
died August 1895 

9th Marie Therese June 1, 1896 * ° 

10th Fred Herman June 28, 1898 * " 

lith Henry Bernard Feb. 2, 1900 * = 
died Oct. 2, 1900 

12th William Edgar July 25, 1903 * = 


Third Generation 


JOHN F. BECKMAN married Mary Krost, daughter of fred and Emma Kauffer 
Krost of Hanover, Ind. in St. Joseph's Church on Jan. 10, i911. 
John was in the lumber business for many years in Hammond , Indiana. 


John died at age 69 on June 22, 1951. 


ate 
Children of John and Mary: 


Mary Katherine Oet. 3, 1911 Hammond, Ind. 
Monica Elinor (Betty) May 4, 1915 tt * 
John Frederick, Jr. Dec. 21, 1916 * * 
Joseph Krost (Jodie) Nov. 20, 1920 " " 
Caro lyn Krost Aug. 28, 1923 * bal 


Fourth Generation 

MARY KATHERINE BECKMAN married Frank Kristel, son of Andrew and 
Augusta Schwartz Kristel of Gajdel, Germany on May 17, 1934 in 
St. Joseph's Church in Hammond, Ind. 


Andrew Kristel came to America in 1914. Mrs. Kristel, Frank and 
sister came in 1920 and settled in Calumet City, Ill. 


Children 


Mary Katherine June 5, 1945 


Fourth Generation 


MONICA E. BECKMAN married Thomas Joseph Radigan, son of Mr. and Mrs, 
Radigan of Gary, Ind. on June 18, 1941 at St. Joseph's Church in 
Hammond, Ind. 


Children 
Thomas Radigan, Jr. August 3, 1942 
Timothy Patrick Oct. 15, 1943 
Mona &. Beckman June 15, 1945 
Jeffry John Auge 26, 1946 


Mary Ann 1951 
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Fourth Generation 


JOHN FREDERICK BECKMAN, Jr. married Anna Louise Burkhart, daughter 


of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hinshaw of Bloomington, Ind. on April il, 
1942, 


Children 
Loann March 30, 1944 
Elinor Jane April 3, 1946 
John Frederick III Sept. 18, 1950 
Margaret E. June 12, 1953 
Richard Clark July 29, 1956 


Fourth Generation 


JOSEPH KROST BECKMAN married Mary K. Prilsticker on May 2, 1945, 


Children 
Susan April 10, 1946 
Joseph Krost, Jr. Feb. 11, 1948 
Christopher Nov. 25, 1951 
Mary Laura Feb. 6, 1953 


Fourth Generation 


CAROLYN KROST BECKMAN married James Gartland on April 27, 1943 
in Hammond, Ind. 


Children 
Kathleen Auge 29, 1948 
Carol July 31, 1951 
James Mathew, Jr. Aug. 16, 1952 
Timothy Beckman April 17, 1954 


Daniel Beckman May 24, 1956 


Ui 
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Third Generation 
AUGUST C. BECKMAN (Oct. 30, 1883 = April 24, 1943) married 
Katherine Kennédy daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank McMahon 
Kennedy of Duluth, Minn. in Duluth on June 5, i9ll. 
He died at age of 60 in his home in Park Ridge, Til. 


No ehildren 


Third Generation 


ELINOR BECKMAN (Nov. 30, 1892 ) married C. A. 
Massaro on February 1954. 


Third Generation 


MARIE THERESE BECKMAN (June 1, 1896 ~ Feb. 14, 1958) married 
Leonard Moran, son of William and Anna Ryan Moran of Hammond, 
Ind. on Sept. 16, 1922 in St. Joseph's Church, Hanmond. 


Chiidren 
Maryanna Jan. 16, 1924 Hammond 
John William April 50, 1954 . 


Fourth Generation 


MARYANNA MORAN married Jim Stone of Hammond, Ind. on Sept. 25, 
1949. 


Third Generation 


FRED H. BECKMAN (June 28, 1898 - Sept. 17, 1958) married Jane 
Wilson daughter of Jesse andGail Wasson Wilson of Hammond, Ind. 
at St. Josephts Parsonage on April 19, 1928. 
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Children 
Gail Mary Jan. 12, 1929 Hammond, Ind. 
Barbara July 21, 1931 * ” 
Frederick Herman Nov. 7, 1933 ad * 
Wasson Wilson June 14, 1936 * * 


Fourth Generation 


GAIL MARY BECKMAN married R. Joseph Rudulph 


Chiidren 
Janet Jan. 27, 1953 
Raymond Joseph, Jr. Feb. 9, 1954 
John Rudulph May 30, 1956 


Fourth Generation 


BARBARA BECKMAN married William Kenneth Cramer on dune 20, 1955 
Hammond, Ind. 


Children 
William Kenneth, Jr. March 7, 1954 
Jane Aliison April 15, 1955 
Martin June 30, 1957 
games July 8, 1958 


Robert Wasson Dee. 8, 1959 


pee, FO 
Fourth Generation 


FREDERICK HERMAN BECKMAN married Patricia Rogan in 1958, 
Children 


Mary Jane March 30, 1959 


Fourth Generation 


WASSON WILSON BECKMAN 


Third Generation 


WILLIAM EDGAR BECKMAN married Laura Fitzgerald, daughter of John 
and Laura Sexton Fitsgerald of Hammond, Ind. in All Saints Chureh 
on June 12, 1924 in Hammond, 


Children 
Joan Miriam Feb. 23, 1926 Chicago, Iil. 
laura Jane Dec. 20, 1935 Toledo, Ohio 


Fourth Generation 


JOAN MIRIAM BECKMAN married Lafayette Ross Chism in Bond Chapel, 
University of Chicago on June 18, 1949, : 


Children 
Elizabeth Jane Oct. 19, 1955 
John 1954 


Thomas 1957 


oe 


Fourth Generation 


LAURA JANE BECKMAN married C. Lancaster. 


Third Child and Descendants 
GESINA MARIE BECKMAN married Dr. August Groman, son of Dr. Charles 
and Caroline Kluckhohn Groman of Brunswick, Ind. in her father's 
home in Brunswick on June ist, 188@. Attendants were 


Anna M. Beckman 
Charles Groman, Jr. 


After the wedding breakfast they left for their future home in 
Odeboit, Iowa by way of Goodenow and Chicago, Iil. 


Sena and August celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
dune 1931. 


Herman andAlice had a family picnic for all the Gromans and 
Beckmans at the Crown Point Fair Grounds in their honor. 


Dr. Thomas Groman died April 22, 1947 at age 94 in Odebolt, Iowa. 


Gesina died Oct. 24, 1949 at age 89 in Odeboit, Iowa. 


Children 
Herman Charles Aug. 18, 1882 Odebolt , Iowa 
Lucilie Elisabeth Feb. 3, 1885 " * 
Alice Caroline duly 15, 1887 # " 
Dorothy Hermine Nov. 2, 1894 * 
Helen Margaret gan 28, i890 * * 
5 f 


Eleanor Anna dune 25, 1898 


Iucille Elisabeth died Aug. 28, 1895 Odebolt 
? 


Helen Margaret « dan. 16, 1907 
Eleanor A. Day « Aug. 27, 1953 Tucson, ATiZe 
Dr. Herman C. * July 21, 1954 White Lake, Miche 


Third Generation 


DR. HERMAN C. GROMAN married Eunice Keller Costello, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Costello in Chicago on June 20, 1906 in their 
home on W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, Iil. 


Children 
Billie Oct. 16, 1909 (Oct. 1910) Hammond 
Kathryn gune 8, 1911 * 
Dorothy Hermine Mar. 5, 1915 ss 
Ruth Feb. 5, 1919 tt 


Eunice passed away March 17, 1952. 
Dr. Herman C. passed away July 21, 1954. 
Dr. Herman C. Groman mrried Jannette Edwards daughter of Ella 


Robinson Edwards and Albert Jonathan Edwards of Fort Dodge, Iowa 
on March 19, 1933 in Chicago, Til. 


Fourth Generation 


KATHERINE GROMAN married William Moorehouse Schuyler of 1500 
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago at Hammond, Ind. on Saturday, Nov. 
17, 1954. 


Children 
William Moorehouse Schuyler, Jr. June 4, 1937 
Sybil Eunice July 9, 1939 
Peter Groman Nov. 1, 1940 
Philip 1946 


DOROTHY HEHMINE GROMAN of Hammond, Ind. married Donald Ary O'Kieffe, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. C. D. O'Kieffe of Minneapolis, Minn. Wedding 
took place Oct. 24, 1956 in Chicago. 


They took up residence in Hong Kong, China where Donald was employed 
with Chase National Bank. When the city of Hong Kong fell into 
Japanese hands, Donald was taken as a prisoner of war. AS an 
exchange prisoner he returned to this coumwry on the S.S. Gripsholm 
with over 1400 other civilian and diplomatic personnel who had 

been held as prisoners for several months. The ship arrived in 

New York in August 1942. 


Chiidren 
Donald March 10, 1938 Hong Kong 
Douglas Oct. 22, 1941 Chicago 
Dian March 4, 1945 Cuba 


Donald A. O'Kietfe passed away in Sept. 1945 in New York City. 


Fourth Generation 


RUTH GROMAN married Ward Carl Meyers at her home on Wildwood Road 
in Hammond, on June 24, 1959. Ward was a medical student at the 
University of Chicago and it was a lovely evening garden wedding. 


Children 
Mary Lou AUg. 15, 1941 Philadelphia 
Geoffrey Groman Apr. 5, 1944 


Fifth Generation 


PETER GROMAN SCHUYLER married Linda Bryant on Nov. 28, 1956 
at St. Chrysostroms Church in Chieago, Ill. 


rs ae 
Third Generation 
ALICE C. GROMAN married Donald Admiral, son oi Nicholas and Virginia 
Holton Admiral, on Sept. 24, 1914 at the home of her parents in 
Odebolt, IowaZ After a wedding breakfast they left for their new 
home in The Dalles, Oregon. 
They were divorced in 1928. 
Children 


Virginia Holton - The Dalles, Ore. Feb. 4, 1915 — 
Eleanor E, Odeboit, Ta. Dec. 12, 1916 


Fourth Generation 


VIRGINIA HOLTON ADMIRAL and Robert De Niro were married in Washington, 
Square Church in New York City on Feb. i2, 1942. 


Chiidren 
Robert 1944 
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Fourth Generation Bee Kune ( : [76 fe 


ELEANOR E. ADMIRAL married Walter Richard Haefele of Cincinnati, Ohio 
on November 11, 1939 in Thorndyke Hilton Chapel, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Til. 


Children 
Joan Alice Haefele Sept. 20, 1940 Wilmington, Del. 
Richard Haefele Oct. 25, 1942 * ad 


Third Generation 
DOROTHY HERMINE GROMAN married Luther E. Ellis, son of Edward 0. and 


Ella A. Holmer Ellis of Liberty Center, Ind. on Jan. 14, 1920 in 
Chicago, Ill. 


Luther died Aug. 2, 1951 in Washington, D.C. 
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Children 
Kent Ellis June 22, 1921 Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Dorothy Ann June 12, 1923 * 8 ¥ 


Parents of Luther's father were born in Kentucky. Parents of both 
came down the Ohio River on flat boats and settied on land purchased 
from the Government while Kentucky was a part of Virginia. The 
father of this L. H. Ellis served in the Revolution although only 

16 - 18 years oid. Was not wounded but broke his ieg stepping into 
a hole in the field at the surrender of Cornwallis. Mr. Dicken is 
also believed to have served. 


Parents of his mother were Robert Scott Holmes and Elisabeth Fisher 
Adams. Both were born in Kentucky. Their parents came from Massa- 


chusetts (the Adams from Lowell) soon after the Revolution. Ances- 
tors of both served in the Revolution. 


Luther's parents, Edward Osman Ellis 1861 and Ella Adams Holmes 
1864 both born in Peach Grove, Kentucky. They moved to Liberty 


Center, Ind. when Luther was fourteen. Luther was born in Peach 
Grove, Kentucky, Sept. 29, 1889. 


Fourth Generation 
KENT ELLIS, Ensign, USNR married Jane Katherine Del Neechio, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Del Neechio in Washington, D. C. on July 29, 
1943. He became a lieutenant in 1945. 
Children 

Stephen Mark Ellis Dec. 29, 1945 


Kent was divorced and married again June 10, 1950 to Barbara Koehler 
of South Hadley Falls, Mass. 


Children 
Karen March 1951 


Fourth Generation 


DOROTHY ANN ELLIS married Lt. William T. Lane, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lane of Wilmette, Ill. on July 15, 1944 


ay 
Third Generation 


ELEANOR ANNA GROMAN married Joseph John Day, son of Mr. and Mrse 
J. J. Day of New Albany, Ind. on Dec. 10, 1921 at her brother 
Herman's home in Hammond, Ind. She passed away on Aug. 27, 1935 
in Tucson, Ariz. Interment in Odebolt, Iowa, Joseph Day 
married again. 


Children 
Joseph John, Jr. Oot. 1, 1922: Chicago 
Robert Charles Feb. 11, 1926 * 


Fourth Generation ~ 


ROBERT CHARLES DAY married Sally Dutcher Sept. 4, 1948 in Stockton, 
Calif. Pe 


n~ \ f 
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Fourth Child and Descendants 
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ELISABETH C. BECKMAN married William H. Rohe, druggist and banker, 

son of Henry and Dorothy M. Hintze Rohe of Grete, Ill. on Oct. 20, 1897 
in her sister Annats home on West Polk St., Chicago, ; oe 

William died April 28, 1938 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger, Ill. 


Elisabeth died April 30, 1959 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger. 


Children 
Helen Marie Sept. 3, 1898 Crete, Ill. 
Ann Elisabeth July 18, 1901 * ad 


Third Generation 


HELEN MARIE ROHE married Melford Donald Gjerde, son of Melford and 
Rachel Larson Gjerde of Chicago Heights on June 30, 1920 in the home 
of her parents in Crete, Ill. 


Children 
Elisabeth Ann Feb. 23, 1926 Manketo, Minn. 
Helen Jane Nov. 25, 1928 Homewood, Ill. 
tt w 


Margaret Jean Aug. 19, 1955 


i 
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Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN GJERDE mrried Joseph Prescott Eckman, Jr-e on July 
25, 1949 at the First Presbyterian Church in Homewood, Ill. 


Children 


Gail Ann Aug. 5, 1951 
Carol Jane Mar. 8, 1954 
John Preston Apr. 17, 1957 


Fourth Generation 


MARGARET JEAN GJERDE married Edgar Francis Kiefer of California 
on June 29, 1957 in Homewood, Ill. 


Children 


Nickolas Patrick Sept. 19, 1960 


Fourth Generation | SAF 2 GS 


HELEN JANE GJERDE 


Third Generation 


ANN ELISABETH ROHE married Ray Carol Milton, son of Carl and 
Augusta Cuen Milton of Chicag@, Ill. at West Point Chapel on 
Jan. 28, 1927 in West Point, N.Y. 


In 1950 Colonel Milton, comptroller and assistant chief of Army 
Transportation Corp. Was consultant to the Chinese Nationalist 
Government in Formosa, 


Col. Milton died suddenly July 5, 1961. Cathe $0 
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Children 
Kent Rohe Nov. 19, 1927 Western Springs, Ill. 
Carl William Oct. 26, 1929 " * * 
Elisabeth Ann June ll, 1931 Galesburg, Ill. 


Fourth Generation 


KENT ROHE MILTON married Aug. 12, 1950 to Barbara Alice Bradley, 
at St. Joseph's Church in Homewood, Ill. with a reception at the home 
of her parents in Homewood, 


Children 
Paul Feb. 12, 1952 Hemet, Calif. 
Margaret Ann Apr. 10, 1954 
Catherine Marie Mar. 4, 1956 
Mark Allen Feb. 28, 1957 Los Angeles 
Mathew Carl Feb. 28, 1957 * * 


Fourth Generation 


CARL WILLIAM MILTON, 2nd Lt. married Cornelia Alma Mack of Seattle, 
Wash. on Jan. 20, 1953 in Houston, Texas. 


Children 
Ray Cutler~ Feb. 6, 1956 
Laura Ann Aug. 19, 1957 
Ruth Louise June 18, 1958 
Joan Elisabeth Aug. 3, 1960 


Prong Abend ttre Mere 2)? 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN MILTON married Nov. 24, 1954 to Dale Richard Patterson, 
Rockford College Chapel, Rockford, Ill. 


Children 
Mark Allen April 8, 1960 


Fifth Ghild and Descendants 

Second Generation 

ANNA M. BECKMAN married Henry H. Gansbergen, son of John Henry and 
Anna Meta Bischoff Gansbergen of Jersey City, N.Y. on Oct. 12, 1887 
in Brunswick, Ind. in the home of her father. Henry was in the 
music publishing business. 

Henry H. died Jan. 20, 1943 in Homewood at age 84. 


Anna M. died Sept. 27, 1951 in Homewood at age 86. 


Children 
Marguerite Elisabeth Nov. 28, 1888 Chicago 
Emily Hermine Sept. 25, 1891 ° 
Richard Henry May 16, 1900 " 


Parents of H. H. Gansbergen were John Henry Gansbergen born on 
Sept. 25, 1821 at Eitzendorf, Hanover, Germany and Anna Meta 
Bischoff born Feb. 17, 1836 at Langwedel, Hanover, Germany. 


Anna and Henry celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
Oetober 1937. Their children gave a dinner party for them 
inviting all the brothers, sisters, wives and husbands. 


In the afternoon and evening kept Open House in their home in 
Homewood. Many friends and relatives called. 


Third Generation 


nr eel 


MARGUERITE E. GANSBERGEN married Robert Ellsworth Weeks, son of 
Robert Eleazer and Jennie I. Roberts Weeks of Chicago, Ill. on 
Sept. 8, 1915 in her home on Doréhester Ave., Chicago. 


Robert Ellsworth died on Jan. 6, 1940 at age ol. 


Children 
Kenneth Lancaster Feb. 23, 1916 San Francisco 
Robert Henry Apr. 30, 1919 Chicago 
William Wallace Aug. 13, 1927 Crete 


Fourth Generation 


KENNETH L. WEEKS married Adele Marie Thomas (July 1, 1914) 
daughter of George and Marie Thomas of Chicago, Ill. on Saturday, 
Jan. 16, 1943 at the Rectory of St. Bride s Chureh, Chicago. 
Reception for the immediate family at Phil Schmidtts Restaurant. 


Kenneth entered the U. S. Army on April 5, 1943 at Ft. Sheridan, 
Ill. Spent sometime at camps in California, Florida and Texas 
and embarked from New York Feb. 12, 1945. Served as 1st Set. 

of the 424th Ordnance Evacuation Co. with the Srd army in France, 
Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany, Austria and czeckoslovakia. 
Returned to States in Mareh and discharged April <, 1946. 
Recalled to service for one year from 1950 - 1951, at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Maryland. 


Children 


Robert George July 24, 1947 
Loanne Elizabeth Dec, 12, 1951 died Feb. 6, 1952 
Ellen Marie Aug. 27, 1953 
James Richard Feb. 26, 1960 


Ped - x ved 


Fourth Generation 


ROBERT HENRY enlisted in the Army at Joliet, Ill. on Feb. 1, 1941 
and left for the Philippines. Stationed at Camp McDowell, Angel 
Island, California for two months and landed at Manilla, Philip- 
pines on April 22, 1941 on S. S. Republie. After a few months was 
promoted to Corporal in Co. M 31st Infantry. 


On May 22, 1942 woré came from the War Dept. that Robert was 
"missing in action" since the surrender of Corregidor on May 7, 1942. 


On Jan. 20, 1945 his mother received a telegram from the War Dept. 
that Bobby was a Japanese prisoner somewhere in the Philippines. 
His Mother is permitted to write him through the Japanese Red Cross 
but he cannot write to her. 


Jan. 29, 1948 official word was received from the Govermment that 
Bobby had died while a prisoner of the Japanese Government being 
moved from the Philippines to Japan. He was buried at sea on 
Aug. 25, 1944, at age 25. 


Fourth Generation 


WILLIAM WALLACE, Ensign, married Lita on April 17, 1953 in 
Baltimore, Md. Lita was born Jan. 29, 1930 in South Shields, 
England, Mother English and Father Norwegian. She eame to 
America in March 1946. 


Chiidren 
Robin Marguerite June 15, 1960 


«18s 
Third Generation 
RICHARD H. GANSBERGEN and Margafet Charlotte, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs, John F, Monnix of Steger, Ill. were married on Jan. 
Sl, 1942 in the Rectory of St. Liborius Church in Steger. 
They reside in Homewood and Richard has a paint store. 


Wo children 


Third Generation 
EMILY HERMINE GANSBERGEN 


Second Generation 
Sixth Ghild 


HERMINE E. BECKMAN was a spinster and died Feb. 14, 1943 
at Elisabeth's home in Crete, Ill. at age 75. 


Second Generation 

Seventh Child and Descendants 

MARGARET JANE BECKMAN married Charles Judson Murphy, farmer, 
son of Jerre and Harriet McIntyre Murphy of Brookston, Ind. on 
Oct. 50, 1895 in her father's home in Brunswick, Ind. 

Margaret died March 31, 1948. 


Charles died July 1, 1938. 


Chiidren 
Harold Auge 14, 1896 Brookston died Aug. 21, 1896 
Ruth Sept. 21, 1900 " * Sept. 21, 1900 


Charlies Beckman May 29, 1904 " 


pa. 4 
Third Generation 


CHARLES BECKMAN MURPHY married Margaret Nesbitt on June 17, 1950 
in Lafayette, Ind. 


Charlies is with the Dept. of History, Economics and Government 
with Purdue University. Margaret with Dept. of Family Life and 
Nursery School, Purdue University. 


Children 


Secone Generation 


Eighth Child and Descendants 


HERMAN C. BECKMAN married Geneve C. Baum, daughter of Anthony 
and Mary Kuhn Baum of West Lafayette, Ind. in their home on 
July 12, 1899. 


Herman C. passed away Nov. 24, 1931 at age 58 and was buried at 
Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Herman was in the employ of the DeLaval Separator Co. of Chicago 
for over 35 years. He began his work with them as a travelling 
Salesman. At the time of his death was a Research Engineer. 


Children 
Ada Hermine July 25, 1904 Berwyn, Ili. 
gohn Baum May 12, 1907 " 
Mary Elisabeth Nov. 23, 1911 * 
Margaret Aprii 6, 1917 " 


Third Generation 


JOHN BAUM BECKMAN enlisted in the Army in October 1940 at 
Chanute Field near Rantoul, Ill. in the Weather Observation 
Bureau in the Aviation Dept. The winter of 1941 he went to 
Spokane, Wash. in the Teletype Dept. In April 1945 left for 
station in South Pacific. Spent sometime at Guadalcanal, 
Russel Islands, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, australia 
and Dutch East Indies. Returned to U. 5. April 27, 1945. 


John Baum married Lenore Elbie Becker, daughter of Mrs. Ina 
Becker, Chicago on July 17, 1948 at St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church. 


Children 
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Third Generation 


ADA HERMINE BECKMAN married Leslie Charles Murnane, son of 
Charles J. and Lucy Murnane of London, England in St. Paul's 
Church on Sept. 2, 1933 in London, England, 


Children 
Peter Beckman Jan. 9, 1936 Dulwich, London, En2. 
Geneve Suzanne Oct. 24, 1938 Caterham Nursing Home 
London 
Fourth Generation 
PETER BECKMAN MURNANE married Ann 1959. 


Third Generation 


MARY ELISABETH BECKMAN married Keith Gordon, son of Harry and Ruby 
Gordon of Lowell, Ind. in South Bend, Ind. on June 17, 1955. 


Children 
Nancy April 17, 1954 Chicago, Ili. 
Fourth Generation 


NANCY GORDON married Jordan Walsh Montano 


Children 
Mona Oct. 2, 1959 Sacramento, Calif. 
Keith H. Feb. 1, 1961 


Third Generation 


MARGARET BECKMAN married Joseph John Saville Garner, son of Mr. 
and Mrs, J. Garner of London, England on May 28, 19358 at home of 
mother “Eckerwald" near Cedar Lake, Ind. Lovely garden wedding. 
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Children 
Christopher Feb. 28, 1939 London 
John Saville Dec. 29, 1940 Chicago 
Helena Geneve Jan. 28, 1947 Ottawa, Can. 


In May 1943 Saville Garner was transferred from Dominions Office 
in London to Ottawa, Canada where he is in the High Commissioner's 
Office. He was Knighted in London 1954 for work done in India. 

He returned to Canada in 1958. | 
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Second Generation 

Ninth Child and Descendants 

BURCHARD FREDERICK BECKMAN married Fannie Alla Sheetz, daughter of 
James and Mary Jones Sheetz of Odelot, Ind. on Nov. 29, 1900 in 
the home of her parents in West Lafayette, Ind. He was interested 
in railroads and farming. 


They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Nov. 29, 1950 in 
Fort Smith, Ark. 


Burchard Frederick died June 18, 1957. 


Children 
Robert Arthur Feb. 22, 1902 Chariton, Ia. 
James Sheetz Aug. 27, 1904 Red Oaks, Ia. 
Burchard Francis Oct. 25, 1910 Ft. Smith, Ark. 
William Frederick Oct. 2, 1914 as * * 


Third Generation 

ROBERT ARTHUR BECKMAN married Florence Falkner, daughter of A. F. 
and Bertha Gregg Falkner of Fort Smith, Ark. on June 1, 1928. 
They were divorced later. 

Married Ada Mae 

Children 


Margaret (her daughter) 
Rita Ann Oct. 11, 1947 


Third Generation —22— 


JAMES S. BECKMAN married Evelyn Emerson, daughter of Joseph Walter 
and Ida V. Kindred Emerson of Port Smith, Ark. on June 15, 1925 in 
the home of her parents. 


They were divorced in April 1937. 


James married Pauline Triplet of yan Buren, Ark. on Nov. 19, 1939 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Fort Smith. 


Children 
Elinor Anne July 1, 1940 Fort Smith 
Rebecea Frances Sept. 18, 1941 al * 
James 3S. Jr. Feb. 6, 1943 sa ad 
Mary Jane Nov. 28, 1945 al ba 
Emily Pauline Feb. 22, 1947 * * 
Laurie Lynn Sept. 50, 1949 * sl 
Frank Gordon Feb. 6, 1951 " % 
Sarah Catherine | Mar. 29, 1952 7 * 


Pauline is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Triplet. Her maternal 
grandmother was a Cherokee Indian. 


. £8 | 
Third Generation eo - 


BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN married Mary Frances Word(Aug. 29, 1909) 
on Dec. 7, 1955 in the Presbyterian Church at Fort Smith, Ark. 
Parents Orville Charles Word of Greenwood, Ark and Ida Hampton 
Newell of Water Valley, Miss. They were married Nov. 27, 1895 
and living in Fort Smith. 


Children 
Charles Burchard Jan. 13, 1938 Fort Smith 
Frederick Newell Mar. 2, 1940 * al 
Frances Eleanor Jan. 9, 1942 * * 
David Robert Aug. 14, 1944 % e 
Julia Elizabeth Oct. 24, 1947 sd ” 
tt tt 


John Christopher Feb. 7, 1950 
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Third Generation 


WILLIWM FREDERICK BECKMAN married Roberta Roberts on Nov. 19, 


1935 in Bentonville, Ark. daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Roberts of 
Fayetteville, Ark. 


Chiidren 
games Frederick Aug. 21, 1956 Fayetteville 
William Francis Sept. 1, 1938 Saugus, Mass. 
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Children of Christian and Mary Meyer Brenker Chicago, Ill. 


Mary Meyer favorite niece. Mother and Father watned to adopt her 
at the age of six when they went back to Germany on their honey- 
moon, but her Mother would not part with her. After her Mother 
died Mary came to this country with friends. Father, Mother and 
John (12 years) met her in New York City. She lived with the 
Beckmans until she married. 


Children of Mary and Christopher Brenker 


Anna L. Brenker May 5 died Jan. 5, 1942 
Elizabeth M. Brenker died Apr. 1955 
Edward ©. Brenker Dec. 24, 1877 died Feb. 2, 1936 


Brenkers had a fancy grocery in Chicago and were burned out in 
the Chicago fire. They moved one wagon load of furniture to the 
north side of the river and after the fire continued in business 
for many years. 
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CHICAGO DAILY 


THE FORMER J 
_Cartwr ight became ol 
bride of William J. Moran 
in a ceremony Saturday at | 
St. John Bosco Church in 
Hammond, Ind. The 
bride’s- father, Eugene 
Cartwright, and Mrs. Cart- 
wright gave a reception 
afterwards for family mem- 
bers and close friends, Mo- 
ran is the son of Leonard 
J. Moran of Hammond and 
Jacksonville, Fla., and the 
late Mrs, Moran. The new- 
lyweds will live in Ham 
mond, The bride was a 
society writer for The 
Daily News until the tim 
of her wedding. ; 
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Q@bituaries 
| Retired Officer 


‘Colonel Ray Milton 
Dies Suddenly in Crete 


~ Colonel Ray Carl Milton (USA, Ret.) of Crete, a for- 
mer comptroller general of the Army Transportation 
corps and consultant to the Chinese Nationalist gover): 


ment in Formosa, died Wednesday 1n his home at 1304 

Main street in the village. enaan ae eee 

f| The Rev. Thomas Lineweav-|~~ 

er, pastor of Crete, will con- 

duct funeral services Friday at | 

1:30 p.m. in the Spindler-Koel- | 

4\ jing chapel in Crete. Burial will | 

be at Evergreen Hill cemetery. 
Friends may call at the Crete 

@) chapel Thursday afternoon and 

}| evening and Friday morning. 

4\~ Col, Milton was born in Chi- 

h| cago on June 15, 1900. He had 

|| been a resident of Crete for the 

past 30 years. He attended 

West Point Military academy 

f|and was commissioned a Sec- 

4|\ ond lieutenant there in 1932, 

1| when the late USAF Gen. Hoyt 
Vandenberg, former Chief of 

S\ staff for the Air Force, was 


(Naan 


§\ waii and Austria by his 1950 
appointment to the Pentagon 
©! post of comptroller general of 
the Army Transportation Corps. 
He retired from the Army in 
‘| 1955, and served as a civilian 
adviser to Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Chinese Na- 
| tionalist government on For- 
i\ mosa in 1956. 
He received, at 60, a master’s 
i\ degree in business administra- 
\| tion from American university 
in Washington, D. Gy in 1960. 
For the 1960-61 school year, he |: 
taught business administration 
at lowa Wesleyan college in|. 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 


1| PRIOR TO establishing resi- 

dence in Crete, Col. Milton was 
qa village trustee in Western 
Springs for seven years, and 
completed a business manage- 
ment course at Harvard uni- 
versity. 

He was an honorary member 
of the Association of American 
Military Engineers, and also 
held membership in the City 
Manager association, Harvard 
University Alumni association, 
and Army Athletic association. 
| Surviving are his widow, 

Mrs. Ann Rohe Milton; a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Elisabeth Milton Pat- 
terson of Highland Park; two 
sons, Kent Rohe Milton of Sac- 
ramento, Calif., and Carl Wil- 
liam Milton of Spokane, Wash.; 
| o44 10 grandchildren. 
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i A RECORD OF THE BECKMAN FAMILY e 
HERMAN CHytTSTOPHER BECKMAN, Jiine 3, 1822 - July 5, 189k, son of Johann Buchardt 
and Gesche luers Beckman, born in Langwedel, Hanover, Germany, came to America 
in 18,8. He was married in New York City, N. Y. on June 3, 1852 to Elisabeth 
Margaret Finck (August 3, 1835 - July 10, 1879), daughter of John Nicholas 
and Sophia Margretha Ohlandl Finck, born in Ringsted, Germany. She came to 
America in September 1850. 


The following children were born to them: 


lst - John Nicholas October 26, 1856 Hanover Center, Indiana 


2nd - Sophia Margretha June 8, 1858 " " " 
3rd - Gesina Maria June 1, 1860 " tt tt 
kth - Elisabeth Katherine May 1h, 1862 _ " i" " 
Sth=- Anna Mathilda February 13, 1865 " eo " 
6th = Hermine Elinor 7 February 8, 1868 Brunswick, Indiana 
7th - Margaret Jane May 30; 1871 " " 
“8th - Herman Christopher December 28, 187), " " 

9th - Burchard Frederick March 25, 1876 " " 


Came to Hanover Center, Indiana in 1856. They lived in a log cabin and started 
a general store. The stock consisted of 3 bolts of cotton goods - 1 barrel of 
flour - 1 barrel of sugar and 1 sack of coffee (not roasted. ) 


1st Child and Descendants 


JOHN N. BECKMAN (October 26, 1856) merchant and in real estate, married Mary A. 
Eehterling (1859) in St. Michael's Church in Chicago, Illinois on November |, 1880 
and the attendants were 


Gesina M. Beckman (John's sister) 
Minnie Brencker 

Julius Echterling (Mary's brother) 
George Deuerling 


A wedding suoper was served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Christ Brencker (cous ing ) 
on Lincoln Avenue, Chicago. 


Mary A. Echterling was the daughter of Mary Anna Cloidt Eehterling and Frederick 
Echterling of Brunswick, Indiana. 


Lived in Brunswick, Indiana and later moved to Hammond, Indiana in 1906. 

John and Mary celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in November 1930 at 

the home of son John and Mary Junior, Hammond, Indiana, who gave a dinner 

party for all the children and their families. Later in the day held Open House 
from 11:09 to 9:09. Many friends and relatives called on them. 

fary died at age 81 on March 3, 19))0. 


John died at age 89 on May 22, 19)6. - 
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The followinz are their children: 


Third Generation 


lst John Frederick June 25, 1882. Brunswick, Ind. 

2nd August C. October 3), 1883 " " 

3rd Apnes ®lisabeth Auge 65 1885 " " 

. died Sept. 15, 1886 

th Agnes June 15, 1887 " " 
died Nov. ly 1888 

Sth Mary Elisabeth Oct. 15, 1888 i De 
died Jan. h, 1893 

6th Henry Joseph Feb. 6, 1891 " " 
died Feb. 19, 1892 

7th Elinor Elisabeth Nov, 30, 1892 " " 
died Aug hy 1965 

8th Marcaret vay Eb 192 " " 
died August 1895 

9th Marie Therese June 1, 1896 " " 

10th Fred Herman June 28, 1808 " " 

lith Henry Bernard Feb. 2, 1999 " " 
died Oct. 2, 1999 

12th William Edgar July 25, 1903 " " 

Third Generation 6 


JOHN F. BECKMAN married Mary Krost, daughter of Fred and Emma Kauffer Krost 
of H anover, Indiana,in St. Joseph's Church on January 10, 1911. John was 
in the lumber’ business for many years in Hammond, Indiana. 

John died at age 69 on June 22, 1951. 


Children of John and Mary: 


Mary Katherine Oeibs Ss) 1977: Hammond, Ind. 
Monica Elinor (Retty) May lh, 1915 " " 
John Frederick, Jr. Dee. 21. 1916 " " 
Joseph Krost (Jodie) Nov. 20, 1929 " " 
Carolyn Krost Auge 28, 1923 " ie 


Fourth Generation 


MARY KATHERINE BECKMAN married Frank Kristel, son of Andrew and Augusta 
Schwartz Kristel of Gajdel, Germany on May 17, 193): in St. Joseph's Church 
Hammond, Ind. 


oe 


Andrew Kristel came to America in 191). wrs. Kristel, Frank and sister came in 
1920 and settled in Calumet City, Illinois. 


Children . 
Mary Katherine June 5, 19,5 
Fourth Generation 


MONICA E. BECKMAN married Thomas Joseph Radigan, son of Mr. and \rs. Radigan 
of Gary, Indiana on YJune 18, 19h) at St. Joseph's Church in Hammond, Indiana. 


Children 


eee re 


Thomas Radigan, Jr. August 3, 19);2 
Timothy Patrick October 15, 19),3 
Mona E. Beckman June 15, 19,5 
Jeffry John | August 26, 1916 
Mary Ann 1951 


Fourth Generation 


JOHN FREDERICK BECKMAN, Jr. married Anna Louise Burkhart, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hinshaw of Bloomington, Indiana, on April 11, 192. 


Children 
Eoamn Lov a NW March 30, 19h), 
Elinor Jane April 3, 194 
John Frederick III September 18, 1950 
Margaret ELIZABETH June 12, 1953 | 
Richard Clark July 29 1954 |q5 3 


Fourth Generation 


JOSEP KROST BECKMAN married Mary K. Pbflsticker on May 2, 195. 


Children 
Susan April 10, 196. 
Joseph Krost, Jr. February 11, 19),8 
Christopher — November 25, 1951 
Mary ~baurwa LAUREL February 6, 1953 


Fourth Generation 
CAROLYN KROST BECKMAN married James Gartland on April 27, 1943 in Hammond, Ind. 
Children 


Kathleen August 29, 19),8 
Carol July 31, 1951 
James Matthew, Jr. August 16, 1952 
Timothy Beckman April 17, 195) 
Daniel Beckman | May 2), 1956 


Third Generation 


AUGIST S. BECKMAN (October 30 , 1883) married Katherine Kennedy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank McMahon Kennedy of Duluth, Minnesota in Duluth on June 5, 1911. 


He died at age 69 in his home in Park Ridge, Illinois, April 2h, 19:3. 
No» children 
_ Third Generation 


ELINOR BSCKMAN (November 30, 1892 l ) married C. A. Massaro, 
February 195). 


eee 


MARTE THER"SE RECKMAN (June 1, 1894 - February 1, 1958) married Leonard Moran, 
son of William and Anna Ryan Moran of Harmond, Indiana on Senterber 1%, 1922 

in St. YJoseph's Church, Hammond. 

Shildren 


Mary anna January 16, 192) Harmond 
William Jahn April 39, 193) " 


Fourth Generation 
MARYANNA MORAN married James §. Stone of Harmond, Indiana on September 25, 1919. 
Children 


Ann Leonard 
James S. Jr. (nickname Stein) 


WILLIAM JOHN MORAN married Janet Sue Cartwright, daughter of Rugene and the 
late Mae Emma Cartwright of New Castle, Indiana, November 23, 1963 in St. John 
Bosco Church, Hammond. 

Children 


Susan Warie November 7, 196) Hammond 


Third Generation 


FRED H. BECKMAN (June 28, 1898 - September 17, 1958) married Jane Wilson, 
daughter of Jesse ani Gail Wasson Wilson of Hammond, Tndiana at St. Joseph's 
Parsonage on April 19, 1928, 


ails, 


Children 
qail Mary January 12, 1929 Harmond, Indiana 
Barbara ily 21, 1931 " " 
Frederick Herman November 7, 1933 " " 
: Wasson Yilson June 1h, 1936 os " 


Fourth Generation 


—GATL MARY BUCKMAN married R. Joseph Rud@iph, June 1951. 


children 
Janet Marie January 27, 1952 
Raymond Joseph, Jr. February 9, 195) 
John Rudalvh May 39, 1956 


Fourth Generation 


_~_—— = —_— —-— 


BARBARA BECKMAN married William Kenneth Gramer on June 295 1953, Harmond, Tnd. 


Children 

William Kenneth, Jr. March 7, 195) 

Jane Allison Avril 15, 1955 

Martin June 39, 1957 

James July 8, 1958 

Robert Wasson Necember 7, 1960 

Elisabeth March 16, 1963 
1965 


Fourth Generation 


——— 


FREDERTOK HERMAN BECKMAN married Patricia Rogan in 1958. 


Children 
Vary Jane March 30, 1959 
Frederick Yerman TTT May 2), 1969 
Richard Wasson June 20, 1963 


Fourth Generation 


‘JESSE WASSON WILSON BROKMAN June 1h, 1936 


zs 


seca 
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Third Generation 
WILLIAM EDGAR BECKMAN married Laura Fitzgerald, daughter of John and Laura 


Sexton Fitzgerald of Hammond, Indiana in All Saints Church on June 12, 192) 
in Hammond. 


Children 
Joan Miriam February 23, 1926 Chicago, Tllinois 
Laura Jane December 20, 1935 Toledo, Ohio 


Fourth Generation 


JOAN MIRIAM BECKMAN married Lafayette Ross Chism in Bond Chapel, University of 
Chicago on June 18, 199. 


Children 
Elizabeth Jane October 19, 1951 
John 195) 
Thomas 157 


Fourth Generation 


LAURA JANE BECKMAN married C. Lancaster. 


Third Child and Descendants 

GESINA MARIE BECKMAN married Dr. August Groman, son of Dr. Charles and Caroline 
Kluckholm Groman of Brunswick, Indiana in her father's home in Brunswick on 
June 1, 1881. Attendants were 


Anna M. Beckman 
Charles Groman, Jr. 


After the wedding breakfast they left for their future home in Odebolt, Iowa by 
way of Goodenow and Chicago, Illinois. 


Sena and August celebrated their 5)th wedding anniversary in June 1931. 


Herman and Alice had a family picnic for all the Gromans and Beckmans at the 
Crown Point Fair Grounds in their honor. 


Dr. August Groman died April 22, 1917 at age 99 in Odebolt, Iowa. 
Gesina died October 2h, 199 at age 89 in Odebolt, Iowa. 


Children 
Herman Charles August 18, 1882 Odebolt, Iowa 
lucille Elisabeth February 3, 1885 " " 
Alice Caroline July 15, 1887 " " 
Dorothy Hermine November 2, 189), " " 
Helen Margaret January 28, 1899 n " 
Eleanor Anna June 25, 1898 " " 


SECGN » (4 ENERSA t{ ON 
* SECOND CHILD — SOPHIA MAPGRETHA 
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Incille Elisabeth died August 28, 19°65 Odebolt 

Helen Marzaret "  ‘Jamiary 16, 1997 " 

Hleanor A. Day MW August.27,. 1933.” Bucsony Arkz. 
Or. Herman C. No? July 2154-195) White Lake,lMich. 
Alice %. Admiral " Logansvort, Ind. 


Third “eneration 
DR. HERMAN CO. GROMAN married Eunice Keller Costello, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 


Joseph Sostello in Chicazo on June 25, 1998 in thetr home on W. Jackson Plvd. 
Chicago. 


Children 
Rillie October 16, 1909 Hammond (died Oct. 1919) 
Kathryn June 8, 1911 
Norothy Hermine March 5, 1913 
Ruth February 5, 1919 


Eunice passed away March 17, 1932. 


Dr. Herman Jroman married Jannette Edwards, daughter of Albert Jonathan and lla 
Robinson Wdwards of Ft. Dodge, Iowa on March 19; 19335 in -Chiteago,. Tl lamowss 


Dr. Herman 3. Groman nassed away July 21, 195) 


Fourth “oneration 
KaTHERIMG GROMAN married William Moorehouse Schuyler of 157) Lake Shore Drive, 
Chicago, in Hammond, Indiana on Noverber 17, 193)],. 


Children 
William Moorehouse Schuyler, Jr. June ly 1937 
Sybil Eunice July 9, 1939 
Peter Groman Nove 1, 19)9 
Philip 19) 


DOROTHY HERMIN] GROMAN of Hammond, Indiina married Donald Ary O'Kieffe, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. D. O'Kieffe of Minneapolis, Minn., October 2), 1934 in Chicago. 


They took un residence in Hon Kong, China where Donald was employed with tshase 
National Bank. ‘then the city of Hong Kong fell into Javanese hands, Donald was 
taken as a prisoner of war. As an exchange prisoner, he returned to this country 
on the S. S. Gripsholm with over 1490 other civilian and diplomatic versonnel 

wno had been held as prisoners for several months. The ship arrived in 

New York in August 19),2. 


Children 
Donald March 19, 1938 Hong Kong 
Douglas October 22, 19)\1 Chicago 
Niane March hh, 19))5 Cuba 


Donald A. O'Kieffe passed away in September 19):5 in New York City. 


Re 
fo Generation 
RUTH GROMAN married Ward Carl Meyers at her home on Wildwood Road in Harmond 


June 2, 1939. Ward was a medical student at the University of Chicas and it 
was a lovely garden wedding. 


Children 
Mary Lou August 15, 19)1 Philadelphia 
Geoffrey Groman April 5, 19h) 


Fifth Generation 


PETER GROMAN SCHUYLER married Linda Bryant on November 28, 1956 at St. Chrysostom's 
Church in Chicago, Tlinois. 


Third Generation 

ALICE C. GROMAN married Donald Admiral, son of Nicholas and Virginia Holton Admiral 
on September 2), 191) at the home of her parents in Odebolt, Iowa. After a wedding 
breakfast they left for their new home in The Dalles, Oregon. 


They were divorced in 1928. 


Children 
Virginia Holton February hy, 1915 The Dalles, Oregon 
Eleanor E. December 12, 1916 Odebolt, Iowa 


Fourth Generation 


VIRGINIA HOLTON ADMIRAL and Robert De Niro were married in Washington Square 
Church in New York City on February 12, 19))2. 


Children 
Robert 19h) 
Fourth Generation 


ELEANOR BE» ADMIRAL married Walter Richard Waefele of Cincinnati, Ohio on 
November 11, 1939 in Thorndyke Hilton Chapel, University of Chicago, Chicago. 


Children 
Joan Alice September 20, 1910 Wilmington, Del. 
Richard October 25, 19);2 " " 


Third Generation 


DOROTHY HERMINE GROMAN married Luther k. Ellis, son of Edward 0. and Ella Adams 
Holmes ®llis of Liberty Center, Indiana on Jamary 1h, 1929 in Chicago, Illinois. 


luther died August 2, 1951 in Washington, D. ¢. 


Children 
Kent Ellis June 22, 1921 Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Dorothy Ann June 12, 1923 " " " 


Parents of Iuther's father were born in Kentucky. Parents of both e¢ame down the 
Ohio River on flat boats and settled on land purchased from the Government 
while Kentucky was a part of Virginia. The father of this L. E. Ellis served 
in the Revolution, although only 16 - 18 years old. ‘Was not wounded, but 

broke his leg stepning into a hole in the field at the surrender of Cormwallis. 
Mr. Dicken is also believed to have served. 


Parents of his mother were Robert Scott Holmes and Elisabeth Fisher Adams. 
Both were born in Kentucky. Their parents came from Massachusetts (the Adams! 
from Lowell) soon after the Revolution. Ancestors of both served in the 
Revolution. 


Iuther's parents, Edward Osman Ellis (1861) and lla Adams Holmes (186) both 
born in Peach Grove, Kentucky. They moved to Liberty Center, Iowa when Luther 
was fourteen. Luther was born in Peach Grove, Kentucky on September 29, 1889. 
Fourth Generation 
KENT ELLIS, Ensign, USNR married Jane Katherine Del Veccio, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samel Del Veccio in Washington, D. C. on July 29, 193. He became a 
lieutenant in 195. 
Children 

Stephen Mark Ellis December 29, 195 


Kent was divorced and married again June 10, 1950 to Barbara Koehler of 
South Hadley Falls, Massachusetts. 


Children 
Karen March 1951 
Kent Bradford May 1953 


Fourth Generation 


DOROTHY ANN ELLIS married Lt. William T. Lane, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Lane 
of Wilmette, Illinois on July 15, 19h). 


Third Generation 


ELEANOR ANNA GROMAN married Joseph John Day, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Day 
of New Albany, Indiana on December 10, 1921 at her brother Herman's home in 
Hammond, Indiana. She passed away on August 27, 1933 in Tucson, Arizona. 
Interment in Odebolt, Iowa. Joseph Day married again. 


Children 
Joseph John, Jr. October 1, 1922 Chicago 
Robert Charles February 11, 1926 " 
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Fourth Generation 


ROBERT CHARLES DAY married Sally Dutcher September },, 1919 in Stockton, California. 


Fourth Child and Descendants 

ELISABETH C. BECKMAN married William H. Rohe, druggist and banker, son of Henry 
and Dorothy M. Hintze Rohe of Crete, Illinois on October 29, 1897 in her sister 
Anna's home on ‘lest Polk Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

William died April 28, 1938 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger, [llinois 


Elisabeth died April 39, 1959 - interment Evergreen Hill, Steger. 


Children 
Helen Marie September 3, 1598 Crete, Illinois 
Ann Elisabeth July 18, 1901 tt " 


Third Generation 


HELEN MARIE ROHE married Melford Donald Gjerde, son of Melford ani Rachel Larson 
Gjerde of Chicago Heights on June 39, 1929 in the home of her parents in Crete; 
Tllino is e 


Children 
Elisabeth Ann February 23, 1926 Mankato, Minnesota 
Melen Jane November 25, 1928 Homewood, Illinois 
Marzaret Jean August 19, 1935 " " 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN GJERDE married Joseph Prescott Eckman, Jr. on July 23, 199 at 
the First Presbyterian Chureh in Homewood, Illinois 


Children . 
Gail Ann August 5, 1951 
Carol Jane March 8, 195) 
John Preston April 17, 1957 


FOURTH GENERATION 


MARGARET JEAN GJERDE married Edgar Francis Kiefer of California on June 29; 
1957 in Homewood, Illinois : 


Children 


Nickolas Patrick September 19, 1969 


Fourth Generation 


HELEN JANE GJERDE 


offen 


Third Generation 


ANN ELISABETH ROHS married Ray Carl Milton, son of Carl and Augusta Cuen Milton 
of Chicago, Illinois at West ‘oint Chapel on January 28, 1927 in “est Point, N. Y. 


In 1950 Col Milton, comptroller ami assistant chief of Army Transportation 
Corps, was consultant to the Chinese Nationalist Government in Formosa. 


Sol. Milton died suddenly July 5, 1961. 


Children 
Kent Rohe November 19, 1927 Western Springs, Ill. 
Carl William October 26, 1929 " " " 
Elisabeth Ann June 11, 1931 Galesburg, Illinois 


Fourth Generation 


KENT ROHE MTLTON married August 12, 1959 to Barbara Alice Bradley at St. Joseph's 
Church in Homewood, Illinois, with a recention at the home of her parents in Home 
wood. 


Children 
Paul Febmiary 12, 1952 Yemet, California 
Margaret Ann April 19, 195), CU Own a 
Catherine Marie March lh, 1954 - ¢ 
Mark Allen February 28, 1957 Los Angeles, Calif. 
Mathew Carl February 28, 1957 " " " 
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Fourth Generation 


CARL WILLIAM MILTON, 2nd Lt., married Cornelia Alma Mack of Seattle, Washington 
on Jarmmary 29, 1953 in Houston, Texas. | 


Children 
Ray Cutler February 6, 1956 “Were chann_ne 
Laura Ann August 19, 1957 : 
Ruth Louise June 18, 1958 
Joan Elisabeth August 3, 1960 


Fourth Generation 


ELISABETH ANN MILTON married Dale Richard Patterson, November 2h, 195) in 
Rockford College Chapel, Rockford, Illinois. 


Children 
Mark Allen April 8, 1960 


be 
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Fifth Child and Descendants 

Second Generation 

ANNA M. BYCKMAN married H enry H. Gansbergen, gon of John Henry and Anna Meta 
Bischoff Gansbergen of Jersey City, N. J. on October 12, 1887 in Brunswick, 
Indiana in the home of her father. Henry was in the music publishing tusiness. 
Henry H. died January 20, 193 in Homewood at age 8h. 


Anna ¥. died September 27, 1951 in Homewood at age 86. 


children 
Marguerite Elisabeth November 28, 1888 Chicago d, #/27 Jiang 
Emily Hermine September 25, 1891 " dh, ay 
Richard Henry May 16, 1999 " *Wiges 


Parents of H. H . Gansbergen were John Henry Gansbergen born in Sitzendorf, 
Hanover, Germany on September 25, 1821, and Anna Meta Bischoff, bom February 
17, 1836 at Langwedel, Hanover, Germany. 


Anna and Henry celebrated their 5%th weddinz anniversary on October 12, 1937. 
Their children gave a dinner party for them inviting all the brothers, sisters, 
wives and husbands. In the afternoon and evening, kept Open 4ouse in their 
home in Homewood. Many friends and relatives calle. 


Third Generation 

MARGUERITE ©. GANSB=RGEN marriei Robert Ellsworth Weeks, son of Robert Eleazer 
and Jennie I. Roberts Weeks of Chicago, [1linois on September 8, 1915 in her 
home on Dorchester Avemey Chicago. 


Robert Ellsworth died on January 6, 1940 at age 51. 


ee oren 
Kenneth Lancaster February 23, 1916 San Frarcisco 
Robert Henry April 39, 1919 Chicago 
William Wallace August 13, 1927 ' Srete 


KENNETH L. WESKS married Adele Marie Thomas (July 1, 191) daughter of George 
and Marie Thomas of Chicago, Illinois on Saturday, January 16, 193 at the | 
Rectory of St. Bride's Church, Chicago. Reception for the immediate family 
at Phil Schmidt's Restaurant.. 


Kenneth entered the U. S. Army on April 5, 19);3 at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois. 
Spent some time at camps in California, Florida and Tegas and embarked from New 
York February 19)5. Served as lst Sgt. of the, 2lth Ordnance Evacuation Co. 
with the 3rd Army in France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany, Austria and Szecko- 
Slovakia. Returned to the U. S. in March and discharged April 2, 196. 
Reealled to service for one year from 1959 to 1951 at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Maryland. 


~i3< 


Children Tae 

Scenieiaieaaemeeteenteeetio ed 2 a why ra ¥ 
Robert George July 2h, 197 ober” ‘ 
Loanne HRlisabeth Necember 1°, i a died February 6, 1952 
Ellen Marie August 27, 1953 | ae : abs 
James Richard February 26, 1960 ded danvaey 9, 196: 


Fourth Generation 


ROBERT HENRY WEEKS enlisted in the Army at Joliet, Illinois on February 1, 19)1 
and left for the Philippines. Stationed at Camp McDowell, Angel Island, Calif- 
ornia for two months and landed at Manila, Philippines on April 22, 191 on S. S. 
Republic. After a few months, was promoted to Corporal in Co. M, 31st Infantry. 


On May 22, 192 word came from the War Department that Robert was missing in 
action" since the surrender of Corregidor on May 7, 192. 


January 20, 193, his mother received a telegram from the War Department that 
Bobby was a Japanese prisoner somewhere in the Philippines. His Mother was 
permitted to write him through the Japanese Red Cross, but he could not write 
to her. 


Jamuary 29, 19115, official word was received from the Government that Bobby 
had died while a prisoner of the Japanese Government being moved from the 
Philippines to Japan. He was buried at sea on August 25, 19k at age 25. 


Fourth Generation 

WILLIAM WALLACE WEEKS, Ensign, married Lita on April 17, 1953 in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Lita was born January 29, 1930 in South Shields, England. Mother 
English, father Norwegian. She came to America in March 196. 


children 


Robin Marguerite June 15, 1960 


ee an ; S NB 
Third Generation oH] So ans 


! | > 
RICHARD H. GANSBERGEN and Margaret Charlotte,,daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
F. Monnix of Steger, Illinois, were married on Jamary 31, 19)\2 in the Rectory 
of St. Liborius Church in Steger. They reside in Homewood where Richard has a 
paint store. 


No children. 
Third Generation 


EMILY HERMINE GANSBERGEN died in Homewood, Illinois, February 21, 1965. 


Second Generation, Sixth Child 


HERMINE E. BECKMAN was a spinster and died February 1, 1913 at Blisabeth's 
home in Crete, Tllinois at age 75. (2/3/65 ~a/4/43) 


=i 
Second Generation 
Seventh Child and Descendants 
MARGARET JANE BECKMAN married Charles Judson Murphy, farmer, son of Jerre amd 
Harriet McIntyre Murphy of Brookston, Indiana, on October 30, 1895 in her 
father's home in Brunswick, Indiana. 


Charles died July 1, 1938. 
Margaret died March 31, 1918. 


Children 
Harold August 1), 1896 Brookston died Aug. 21, 1896 
Ruth “September 21, 1990 " " Sept. 21, 1900 


Charles Beckman May 29, 190) " 
Third Generation 


CHARLES BECKMAN MURPHY married Margaret Nesbitt on June 17, 1950 in La Fayette, 
Indiana. 


Charles is with the Department of History, Economics and Government at Purdue 
University. Margaret is with the Department of Family Life and Nursery School, 
Purdue University. 

No children. 

Second Generation 


HERMAN C. BECKMAN married Geneve Centennial Baum, daughter of Anthony and 
Mary E. Kuhn Baum of West LaFayette, Indiana in their home on July 12, 1899. 


Herman died November 2)1, 1931 at age 58 and was buried at Cedar Lake, Indiana. 
Herman was in the employ of the De Laval Separator Company of Chicago for over 


35 years. He began his work with them as a traveling salesman. At the tim of 
his death he was a Research Engineer. 


a | 
Ada Hermine July 25, 190) Berwyn, Illinois 
John Baum May 12, 1907 " 1" 
Mary Elisabeth November 23, 1911 tt " 
Margaret April 6, 1917 " " 


Third Generation 


ADA HERMINS BECKMAN married Leslie Charles Murnane, son of Charles J. and Iucy 
Murnane of London, England in St. Paul's Church on September 2, 1933, Londons 
England. , ‘ 

Children — 


Peter Charles Beckman  Jamuary 9, 1936, Dulwich, London, England 
Geneve Suzanne October 2):, 1938 Caterham Nursing Home, London 
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PETER BECKMAN MURNANE married Ann Eaiteh of London, at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma in 
November 1959. They were rarried while Peter was stationed at Ft. Si71 with 
tne J. Ss Army. 


Children 
Catherine Ann 1962 = 
9 O.ZANNEL- MARIE Noy v7, 1G 685 


Fourth Generation 


GENEVE SUZANN® MURNANE married Fred Maroon in *ashington, D. Cs. in June, 196). 


Children 
iF (} ra Ky 
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SOPHIA SUZ AWE Ce Says ee 
PAUL CHARLES FEB. bye (474 


Third Generation 


JOHN BAUM BECKMAN enlisted in the Army in October 1949 at Chanute Field near 
Rantoul, Tllinois, with the Weather Observation Rurean in the Aviation Denart— 
ment. In the winter of 19);1 he went to Spokane, Washington in the Teletype De- 
partment. . In April 193 he left for stations in the South racific. Snent some 
time at Gudalcanal, Russell Islands, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, Axstralia and 
Jutch East Indies. Returned to the U. S$. Anril 27, 195. 


John Baum married Lenore “lvie Recker, daighter of Mrs. Ina Pecker, in Chicago 
on July 17, 1948 at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church. 


Children 


Janice Elaine October 17, 197 


Third Generation 


ee 
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MARY ELISAP®TH BEOKYAN married Keith Gordon, son of Harry aml Ruby Jordon of 
Lowell, Indiana, in South Bend, Indiana on June 17, 193 %6 


_ Children 


Nancy April 19, 193) Chicago, Illinois 


Fourth \eneration 

NANCY G)2D0N married Jordan Walsh Montano of Sacramento, California in the 
Presbyterian Thurch of Wheaton, Tllincis in 1959. Nancy an? Jordan made their 
hore in Sacramento, California. 


Children 
Yona October 2, 16959 Sacramento, Calif. 


Keith Horace: February 1, 1961 " " 


Fifth Generation 


VONA Montano 


Fifth Generation 


KEITH H. #ontano 


Third Generation 


MARGARET BECKMAN married John Josenh Saville jarner, son of Mr. and rs. 
J. Garner of London, England on May 28, 1938 at "Eckerwald" her mother's 
home near Cedar Lakey Indiana. Lovely garden wedding. 


Children a4 
1 tae GARNE 
ChristopherlotN SmVILLe February 28, 1939 London, Enzland 
\oSePitJon Sawittke peers Necember 29, 19); Chicago, Ill. 
Helena GeneveGAt Jamary 28, 197 Ottawa, Canada 


In May of 19!;3 Saville Garner was transferred from Dominions office in London 

to Ottawa, Canada where he was in the High Commissioner's office. Knighted in 
London in 195], for work done in Inlia. He returned to Canada in 1958, and to 

London in 19641. 

pees wenerayion 

CHRISTOPHER GARNER married Janet Rees in England in 1963. Wokingham,Surrey 


Children 


| 
Piers March 1963 London, Eng. 


\erert JONATHAN SAVERER GARNER married Brigitte Pittet 573/69 Sens, France 
Second Generation 


Ninth Child and Descendants 


BURCHARD FRED@RICK BECKMAN married Fannie Alla Sheetz , daughter of James and Mary 
Jones Sheetz of Odelot, Indiana on November 29, 1999 fi the home of her parents 
in W. LaFayette, Imiiana. He was interested in railroads and farming, and was 


chief engineer of the Ft. Smith and Western Railroad. 


my 


They celebrated their 59th anniversary on November 29, 1959 in Ft. Smith, 
Artarsas. 


Burchard Frederick died June 18, 1957. 


Children 
Robert Arthur February 225 1992 Chariton, Iowa 
James Sheetz August 27, 190) Red Oaks, Towa 
Burchard Francis October 25, 1919 Ft. Smith, Ark. 
William Frederick October 2, 1°1h Ft. Smith, Ark. 


ROPTRT ARTHUR BECKMAN married Florence Falkner, daughter of A. F. and Bertha 
Grege Falkner of Ft. Smith on June 1, 1928. They were later divorced. 


Married Ada Mae. 


Children 


{ | 
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TAMES FREDERIC KSON 


Vargaret (her daughter) ee 
Rita Ann October 11, 197 / 


JANES S. RECKMAN married Evelyn Emerson, daughter of Joseph Valter and Ida V. 
Kindred ‘merson of Ft. Smith, Arkansas on June 15, 1935 in the home of her 
parents. They were divorced in April 1937. 


James married Pauline Triplet of Van Euren, Arkansas on November 19, 1939 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Ft. Smith. 


Children 
Elinor Anne July ly 19h) Ft. Smith 
Rebecca Frances September 18, 19})1 " " 
James; Der UT's ; February 6, 19))2 " " 
Vary Jane November 28, 19);5 " " 
Tmily Pauline February 2?,5 197 " " 
Laurie Lynn September 39, 1919 " " 
Pran’ Gordon February 6, 1951 " " 
‘Sarah Tatherine March 29, 195? " " 


Pauline is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Triplet. Her maternal grandmother 
was a Cherokee Indian. 


Fourth Generation 


ELINOR ANNE married Oanr.. Iie WA te Nagy 


REBECCA FRANSES married Jerry Yarborough of Ft..Smith 4 ( / >9 /7/ J 


JAMES SHERTZ married £4467 


Third Generation 
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BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN married Mary Frances Word (August 29, 1909) on 


December 7, 1935 in the Presbyterian Church at Ft. Smith, Arkansas. 


Parents 


Orville Charles Word of Greenswood, Arkansas and Ida Hamoton Newell of 


Water Valley, Mississipoi. 
Ft. Smith. 


Children 


Charles Burchard 
Frederick Newell 
Frances BKleanor 
David Robert 
Julia Elizabeth 
John Christopher 


Fourth Generation 


CHARLES BURCHARD marriea \ 


January 13, 1938 
March 2, 1919 
January 9, 192 
August 1h, 19Lh 
October 2h, 19):7 
February 7, 1950 


Frances Nerrick — 


Martin — Augualr rs’ Ie! 


Frederick nerrad ctl, 
Elisabeth Anne - 
Mary Lyne = 


- 


They were married November 27, 1895 and live in 


Ft. Smith 
1 "W 


1 


David narriad Crsctla (ivereed ) barred 


Judy mand Nan Snowden April S- 1964 


Third Generation 


WILLIAM FREDERICK BECKMAN married Roberta Roberts on November 19, 1935 
in Bentonville, Arkansas, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Roberts of Fayetteville, Ark. 


J 
a 
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Children 
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James Frederick August 21, 1936 Fayetteville 
William Francis September 1, 1938 Saugus, Mass. 
> : { 
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Children of Christian and Mary Meyer Brenker i Chicago, Illinois 


Mary Meyer favorite niece. Mother and father wanted to adopt her at age of 

six when they went back to Germany on their honeymoon, but her mother would not 
part with her. After her mother died, Mary came to this country with friends. 
Father, mother and John (12 years) met her in New York City. She lived with the 
Beckmans until she married. 


Children of Mary and Christopher Brenker 


Anna L. Brenker — May 5 died Jamary 3,5 192 
Elizabeth M. Brenker " April 1955 
Rdward C. Brenker December 2):, 1877 " February 2,5 1936 


Brenkers had a fancy grocery in Chicago and were burned out in the Chicago 
Fire. They moved one wagon load of furniture to the north side of the river 
and after the fire, continued in business for many years. 


re 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 


2nd. Burchard Frederick Beckman m. Fannie Sheetz 


3rd. Robert Arthur 1902 m. Florence Falkner 1928 (divorced) 


lth 
lth 


m. Ada Mae 
Margaret Beckman 
Rita Ann Beckman 197 


3rd. James S, Beckman 190-1966 m. Evelyn Rmerson 1925 (divorced) 


kth. 


th. 


th. 


kth, 


kth. 


th. 


kth. 


th. 


m. Pauline Triplett 1939 
Elinor Ann 1940 m. Charles Robert Hill (divorced) 
m. Meridith Jacks (divorced) 
Sth. Carmen Eliz. Hill 1969 (engaged) 
Sth. Robert Beckman Hill 196) 


Rebecca Francis 1941 m. Jerry Alan Yarbrough 1938 
Sth. Margaret Yarbrough sev 

Sth. Elizabeth Yarbrough 1965 

Sth. Ethan Beckman Yarbrough 1970 


James S. Beckman, Jr. 1943 m Ellen Ruth Byers 192 
Sth. Jenifer Beckman 1967 
5th. Mary Beckman 1968 
Sth. James S. Beckman III 1970 


Mary Jane Beckman 1945 m Chas. Arthur Beasley 19) (div) 
m Virgil Thos Biggs (divorced) 

Sth. Chas. Arthur Beasley LV 1963 

Sth. Janice Biggs 1968 


Emily Pauline Beckman 197 m Fredrick P. Hammond 1945 
Sth. Fredrick Benjamine Hammond III 1969 
Sth. Emily Catherine Hammond 1971 


Laurie Lynn Beckman 1949 m Jerry Schnelle (divorced) 
m David Cole 
Sth Jacob Richard Schnelle 1978 


Frank Gordon Beckman 1951 m Linda Debra Stringfellow 
Sth Suzanne Beckman 1976 

Sth Leanne Beckman 1977 
Sth Frank Gordon Beckman, Jr. 1979 


Sarah Catherine Beckman 1952 m John W. McGhee 1951 
(divorced) 
Sth Emily Ann McGhee 1977 


3rd Burchard Francis Beckman 1910 m. Mary Frances Ward 1909 


kth. 


kth, 


th. 


kth. 


kth, 


kth. 


m. Mary Pennygrass 


Chas Burchard 1938 m. Frances Kay Herrick 
Sth Martin Chas. Beckman 
Sth Amy Katherine Beckman 


Frederick Newell 1940 m. Betty Ann Taylor 

Sth Elizabeth Ann Beckman age 22 

Sth Mary Lynn Beckman 

Sth Douglas Frederick Beckman 

Sth Jennifer Kay Beckman \ 


Mary Frances Beckman 192 m. Ross Willis, Jr. 
Sth Mary Willis 
Sth Suzanne Willis 


David Robert 194 m. Priscilla Ann Atkins 
m. Gayle Henson 

Sth Lance David Beckman 

Sth Andrea Lynn Beckman Age 10 


Julia Eliz. 1947 m. Max Dewayne Snowden (divorced) 
Sth Jacob Benjamin Snowden age 12 
Sth Matthew age 9 


John Christopher 1950 m. Patty 
Sth Chris age 6 


3rd. William Frederick Beckman 1914 m. Roberta L. Roberts 
William is deceased and Roberta is re-married 


kth. James Frederick Beckman 1936 m. Helga Stahl 


th. 


Sth. Michael William Beckman 


William Francis Beckman 1938 m. Deborah Nelson 
Sth. Jessica Beckman 
Sth. William Alexander Beckman 


or 


THIRD GENERATION 


BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN (10/25/10) - lst wife Mary Frances Word 
b. Fort Smith, Ark. ms 1277735 
2nd wife Mary Leake Pendergraft 
m. 8/15/69 


CHILDREN 
Charles Burchard Beckman 
Frederick Newell Beckman 


Frances Eleanor Beckman 


) 

) 

) b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
David Robert Beckman 

) 


Julia Elizabeth Beckman 
John Christopher Beckman 


FOURTH GENERATION 


CHARLES BURCHARD BECKMAN (1/13/38) m. Frances Kay Herrick 
8-22-60 


CHILDREN 


Martin Charles Beckman (8/15/61) ; 
Amy Catherine Beckman (12/27/65) D+ Little Rock, Arkansas 


| FIFTH GENERATION 
MARTIN CHARLES BECKMAN m. Dana Renee Warrick 6/22/85 
FOURTH GENERATION 
FREDERICK NEWELL BECKMAN (3/2/40) m. Betty Ann Taylor 


11/11/60 
CHILDREN | 
Elizabeth Ann Beckman (9/1/61) 
Hoag AN a Meese Beckman Ce ey b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Jennifer Kay Beckman (7/20/72) 


FIFTH GENERATION 


MARY LYNN BECKMAN m. Brian James Irvin 8/15/83 


FOURTH GENERATION 


FRANCES ELEANOR BECKMAN (1/9/42) m. Ross Willis, Jr. 
9/22/61 


CHILDREN 


Mary Christine Willis (4/18/66) 
Suzanne Marie Willis (6/23/68) b. Sacramento, California 


FOURTH GENERATION 
DAVID ROBERT BECKMAN (8/14/44) - lst “ite Prisctiia Ann Atkins 
2nd wife Gale Ann Henson 
m. 5/21/69 
CHILDREN 
eo teas b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
FOURTH GENERATION 
JULIA ELIZABETH BECKMAN (10/24/47) m. Max Dewayne Snowden 
Divoreed 1979 
CHILDREN 


Jacob Benjamin Snowden (2/19/73) 
Matthew Beckman Snowden (9/21/75) + Fort Smith, Arkansas 


FOURTH GENERATION 


JOHN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN (2/7/50) m. Pattie Ann Dougan 
5/30/76 


CHILDREN 


Christopher Aaron Beckman (9/16/77) b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHSR BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARUT FINCK 
énd. John Nicholas Beckman m. Mary Echterling 
3rd. John F, Beckman 1882-1951 m. Mary Gertrude Krost 1887-1971 


4th. Mary Katherine 1911 mm. Frank Kristel 1908 
5th. Kathy Kristel 1945 m. Larry Amick 1935 
6th. Michael Dale Amick 1972 
6th. Carolyn Marie Amick 1973 
6th. James Andrew Amick 1979 


4th. Monica (Betty) 1915-1972 m. Thomas J. Radigan 

Sth. Thomas Radigan, Jr. 192 

5th. Timothy Patrick Radigan 1943 m. Lisa Iannone 19h6 
6th. Brittany Anne Radigan 1973 
6th. Daniel Patrick Radigan 1977 

5th. Mona E. Beckman 1945 m. Jas. Joseph Regan (divorced) 
6th. Mona Elizabeth Regan 1978 
6th. Sean McIntyre Regan 1980 

5th. Jeffrey John 1946 m. Joyce Ann Damgaard 1952 
6th. Mark Andrew Radigan 


5th. Mary Ann 1951 m. David K. McQuillen 194.7 
6th. Joseph Thomas McQuillen 197 
6th. Ann Mciiuillen 


4th. John F. II 1916 m. Anne L. Burkhart 1919 


5th. Louann 19 m. Leigh A. Mayer (divorced) 
m. Henry S. Allen 
6th. David Beckman Allen 1981 


6th. Amy Louise Allen 1983 


5th. Elinor Jane 196 m. James (Odis) Schmidt 1947 
6th. Elena Odessa Schmidt 1978 
6th. Carissa Anne Schmidt 1982 

5th. John F, III 1950 m. Betty Higgerson 


5th. Margaret Elaine 1953 m. Robert 8. Wood 1952 
6th. Hayley Catherine Wood 1981 


5th. Richard Clark 1955 m. Jenni Cantrell (divorced) 


m. Brenda Spaulding 1959 
6th. Richard Clark, Jr. 1983 


kth. Joseph Krost 1920 m. Mary Catherine Pielsticker 1923 
Sth. Susan Gay m. David Emile LeBlanc (divorced) 
6th. Brendon Eric LeBlanc 1967 
6th. Joshua Elie LeBlanc 1970 
m. Virgil B. Hendrickson 
6th. Felicia D. Hendrickson 1981 


Sth. Joseph Krost II m. Marie Miles 1951 
6th. Joseph Beckman 1976 
6th. Catherine Ellen Beckman 1979 
5th. Christopher Conrad 1950 m. Debbie Stewart 
6th. Curtis C. Beckman 1979 
6th. Carlie Beckman 1983 
5th. Mary Laurel 1953 m. Brian C. Swanson (divorced) 
6th. Marianne Swanson 1971 
6th. Brian C. Swanson 1974 
m. Verne Seehausen 


4th. Carolyn Krost 1923-1983 m. James M. gartland 1919 

Sth. Kathleen 198 m. Thomas gunt 1948 
6th. Elizabeth Hunt 1971 
6th. Thomas Robert Hunt 1975 
6th. Sarah Kathleen Hunt 1978 

Sth. Carol Gartland 1951 

5th. James M, Gartland, Jr. 1952 m. Janet Snyder 1952 
6th. James (Jay) Gartland 1979 
6th. (daughter) 

Sth. Daniel Beckman 1956 Ordained Roman Catholic Priest 


3rd. August C. 1883-193 m. Katherine Kennedy 
No children 
3rd. Elinor 1892-1965 m. C.A. Massaro in 195 
No children 
3rd. Marie Therese 1896-1958 m. Leonard Moran 1874-1965 
th. Maryanna Moran 192 m. James Nollner Stone 1923-1981 
5th. James N. Stone, Jr. (Stein) 1952 
5th. Ann Leonard Stone 1956 m. Leroy G. Crosby 199 
6th. Katherine Marie 1985 
6th. William 1983 


4th. William John 1934 m. Janet Sue Cartwright 1935 
5th. Susan Marie Moran ys 
5th. Jennifer Ann Moran 1967 
5th. Molly June Moran 1968 
5th. Mariah Elizabeth Moran 1971 

3rd. Fred H. 1898-1958 m. Jane Wilson 1907 

4th. Gail Mary Beckman 1929 m. R. Joseph Rudolph 
Sth. Janet M. Rudolph 1953 m. Rickard Sua 
5th. Raymond J. Rudolph, Jr. 1954 
5th. John Rudolph 1966 

ith. Barbara Beckman 1931 m. William K. Cramer 1929 
5th. William K. Cramer, Jr. 1954 m. Jeanne 


5th. Jane Allison Cramer 1955 m. Dugold Bremmer 
Sth. Martin Cramer 1957 m. Patricia 
Sth. James Cramer 1958 m. Josette 
6th. Rebecca 198) 
Sth. Robert Wasson Cramer 1960 
Sth. Elizabeth Cramer 1963 m. Richard Akin 
6th. Patricia Elizabeth 1985 
5th. Daniel Cramer 1965 
hth. Frederick H., Jr. 1933 m. Patricia Rogan 1936 
5th. Mary Jane Beckman 1959 m. Frank Quinn 
Sth. Frederick Beckman III 1960 
5th. Richard Wasson Beckman 1963 
5th. Carol Beckman 1967 
5th. Wendy Beckman 1968 
5th. Susan Beckman 1970 
5th. James Rogan Beckman 1972 
4th. W. Wilson Beckman 1936 


3rd. Edgar W. 1993 m. Laura Mary Fitzgerald 1902-1984 
kth. Joan Miriam Beckman 1926 m. M.L. Ross Chism 1925 
Sth. Elizabeth J. (Betsy) Chism 1951 m. 
Robert Galloway 1951 
6th. Laura Christine Galloway 1983 


5th. John Ross Chism 195) 
Sth. Thomas E, Chism 1957 
th. Laura Jane Beckman 1935 m. Chet Lancaster 1932 (divorced 
Sth. Thomas E.. Lancaster 1962 
Sth. Nathaniel B. Lancaster 1972 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 
2nd. Gesina Marie 1860-1949 m. Dr. August Groman 1856-1947 


3rd. Dr. Herman Chas. Groman 1882-195) m. Eunice Castello 1888-193< 
m. Jannette Edwards in 1933 
ith. William Kellar Groman 1909-1910 
4th. Katherine Kellar Groman 1911 m. Wm. Moorhouse Schuyler 
1999 
Sth. Wm. M. Schuyler, Jr 1937 m. Barbara C. Butcher 1937 
6th. Sarah Eliz. Butcher Schuyler 
5th. Sybil Eunice Schuyler 1939 m. John C. Bruel 1927 
6th. John Schuyler Bruel 1970 
6th. Stephen Wm. Bruel 1972 
Sth. Peter Groman Schuyler 1940 m, Linda T. Bryant 190 
6th. Peter Groman Schuyler Jr 1961 
6th. David Bryant Schuyler 1963 
Sth. Philip Daniel Schuyler 1946 m Karen L. Weber 197 
kth. Dorcthy Hermine Groman II 1913 m. Donald O'Kieffe 
(deceased) 
Sth. Donald Ary PRED ee m. Jane C. Dick 1937 


6th. Donald O'Kieffe III 1968 
6th. John Bowman O'Kieffe 1969 
5th. Douglas Groman O'Kieffe 19] m Mary Margaret Gillen 
1 
6th. Jennifer Katherine Groman 0O'Kieffe 1967 une 
6th. Alice Jannette Groman O'Kieffe 1969 
5th. Diane O'Kieffe 1945 m. Chas. David Thomas 19h) 
6th. Deborah Jane Thomas 1973 
kth, Ruth Alice Groman 1919 m. Ward C. Meyers 1915-1985 
5th. Mary Lou Meyers 1942 m. Jas. Scoville Templeton 
(deceased) 
6th. Keith Templeton 1970 (deceased) 
(Father and son killed in an airplane crash) 
6th. Karen Templeton 1972 
Sth. Geoffrey Groman Meyers 19) m. Veronica Johnston 
(divorced) 
m. Molly Murtaugh 
6th. Kurt Meyers 1971 
6th. Mindy 
3rd. Alice Caroline Groman 1887-1962 m. Donald Admiral (divorced) 
4. Virginia Holton Admiral II 1915 m. Robert DeNiro (divorceé 
Sth. Robert De Niro, Jr. 1943 
4th. Eleanor Eliz. Admiral 1916 m. Walter R. Haefele 
Sth. Joan Alice Haefele 1940 m. Philip Roos 
6th. Caroline Roos 196 
Sth. Richard Haefele 1942 m. Joan Eliz Westall 19\5 
3rd. Dorothy Hermine Groman 189, m. Luther Edward Ellis 1889-1951 
hth. Kent Ellis 1921 m. Jane Katherine DelVecchio (divorced) 
Sth. Stephen Mark Ellis 1945 m. Barbara Kent Koehler 
Sth. Karen Ellis 1951 
Sth. Kent Bradford Ellis 1952 
kth. Dorothy Ann Ellis 1923 m. Wm, Trunkey Lane, Jr 
Sth. Scott Ellis Lane 1953 
Sth. Sally Ann Lane 195) 
3rd. Eleanor Anna Groman 1898-1933 m. Joseph John Day 
kth. Joseph John Day Jr 1922 m. Lydia Loesch (Germany} 
Sth. Linda Ann Day 1969 
Sth. Joseph John Day III (Jay-Jay) 1963 
ith, Robert Charles Day 1926-1957 m. Sally Dutcher 
Sth. Judith Ann 


lst. 


HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 


S 
end. Elizabeth Katherine 1862-1959 m. William H. Rohe 


3rd. Helen Marie Rohe 1898 m. Melford D. Gjerde 1897-1976 


kth. 


hth. 
ith. 


Elisabeth Ann Gjerde 1926 m. Jos. Prescott Eckman Jr.192 
5th. Gail Ann Eckman 1951 m. John Wunder 1950-1975 
5th. Carol Jane Eckman 195) m. Jeffery Crabtree 1952 
6th. Jeffery Scott Crabtree 1978 
6th. Carrie Crabtree 1981 | 
5th. John Prescott Eckman 1957 m. Julie Baron 
6th. Erin Eckman 1979 
Helen Jane Gjerde 1928 
Margaret Jean Gjerde 1935 m. Edgar F. Kiefer (divorced) 
Sth. Nicholas Patrick Kiefer 1960 
5th. Lauren Kathleen Kiefer 1963 
Sth. Daniel Eric Kiefer 1965 . 
m. Milton E. Morgan, Jr. 


3rd. Ann Elisabeth Rohe 1901 m. Ray Carl Milton 1900-1961 


kth. 


kth. 


kth. 


Kent Rohe Milton 1927 m. Barbara Alice Bradley 1925 
5th. Paul Rohe Milton 1952 m. Patricia Williams 
Sth. Margaret Ann Milton 195) m. George Kirn 1952 
6th. Vanessa Renee Kirn 1983 
6th. Stephanie Kirn 1985 
Sth. Catherine Marie Milton 1956 m. Ronald Pierce 
6th. Robert Pierce 1982 
6th. erezory Scott Pierce 1985 
Sth. Mark Allen Milton 1927 m. Laurie Shields 1957 
5th. Matthew Carl Milton 1957 m. Patty Frey 1958 
Sth. Andrew Kent Milton 1966 
Carl William Milton 1929 m. Cornelia Alma Mack 1927 
Sth. Ray Cutler Milton 1956 m. Patricia Hubcher 
6th. Jonothan Milton 1981 
6th. Benjamin Milton 1983 
6th. Nathaniel Milton 1985 
Sth. Laura Ann Milton 1957 
Sth. Ruth Louise Milton 1958 m. Rod Michelis 
Sth. Joan Elisabeth Milton 1960 
Elisabeth Ann Milton 1931 m. Dale R. Patterson 1928 
5th. Mark Allan Patterson 1960 
5th. Craig Stuart Patterson 1963 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 


2nd. Anna Mathilda 1865-1951 m. Henry H. Gansbergen 1858-193 


3rd. 


3rd. 


Marguerite Elisabeth Gansbergen 1888 m. Robert E. Weeks 


hth. Kenneth Lancaster Weeks 1916 m. Adele Marie Thomas 191) 

Sth. Robert George Weeks 1927 

Sth. LoAnne Elisabeth Weeks 1951-1952 (2 mos) 

Sth. Ellen Marie Weeks 1953 m. Dennis Olson 1953 

6th. Jeffrey Olson 1982 
_ Sth. James Richard Weeks 1960-1965 

lth. Robert Henry Weeks 1919-19) (died as Japanese prisoner) 
uth. William Wallace Weeks 1927 m. Lita 1930 

Sth. Robin Marguerite Weeks 1960 


Emily Hermine Gansbergen 1891-1965 


Note: 2nd generation Hermine EF. Beckman & 3rd generation Emily 
Gansbergen were responsible for accumulating this geneological 


record, 


3rd. 


Richard Henry Gansbergen 1900-1979 m. Margaret Monnix 1903 


2nd. Hermine Elinor Beckman 1868-19},3 


2nd. Margaret Jane 1871-198 m. Charles J. Murphy 1870-1938 


3rd. 


3rd. 
3rd. 


Harold Murphy (lived seven days) 1896 
Ruth Murphy (died at birth) on 
Charles Beckman Murphy 190, m. Margaret Nesbitt*1950 


2nd. Herman Christopher 187-1931 m. Geneve Centennial Baum 1876-1972 


3rd. 


3rd. 


3rd. 


3rd. 


Ada Hermine Beckman 190) m. Leslie Chas. Murnane of London 


lth. Peter Beckman Murnane 1936 m. Anne Fagence 1937 Lendon 
Sth. Catherine Anne Murnane 1962 
Sth, Suzanne Marie Murnane 1965 
hth. Geneve Suzanne Murnane 1938 m. Fred Jos. Maroon 192) 
Sth. Marc Kamm Maroon 1965 
Sth. Anne Hermine Maroon 1966 
Sth. Sophia Suzanne Maroon 1969 
Sth. Paul Charles Maroon 197) 
John Baum Beckman 1907-1978 m. Lenore E. Becker (deceased) 
hth. Janice E. Beckman 197 (adopted in 1960) 
m. Chester Damiani 1929 (divorced) 
Sth. John Richard Damiani 1967 
Sth. Timothy James Damiani 1968 
Sth. Danti Andrew 1971 
Sth. Scott Damiani 1976 
m. M. Mike Gruetzmacher 
Sth. Crystal Gruetzmacher 1980 
Sth. Saci Gruetzmacher 1982 


Mary Elisabeth Beckman 1911 m. Keith Gordon (deceased) 
hth. Nancy Gordon 193) m. Jordan Walsh Montano 1931 
Sth. Mona Montano 1959 
Sth, Keith Horace Montano 1961 


Margaret Beckman 1917 m. Jos. John Seville Garner (deceased) ' 
Mr. Garner was knighted in London and she became Lady Garner 


ith. Christopher John Seville Garner 1939 m. Janet Rees 1938 
Sth. Piers 1963 London 

uth. Joseph Jonathan Garner 190 m. Brigitte Pittet (France) 
Sth. Patrick Llewellyn 1970 
5th. Joseph Dylan 1972 
Sth. Philippe 1979 
Sth. Emily 1980 


= al 


AIA a OO. 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 


2nd. Burchard Frederick Beckman m. Fannie Sheetz 


3rd. Robert Arthur 1902 m. Florence Falkner 1928 (divorced) 


uth 
kth 


m. Ada Mae 
Margaret Beckman 
Rita Ann Beckman 19,7 


3rd. James S. Beckman 190-1966 m. Evelyn Emerson 1925 (divorced) 


kth. 


th. 


kth. 


kth. 


kth. 


th. 


kth. 


m. Pauline Triplett 1939 
Elinor Ann 1940 m. Charles Robert Hill (divorced) 
m. Meridith Jacks (divorced) 
Sth. Carmen Eliz. Hill 1969 (engaged) 
Sth. Robert Beckman Hill 196) 


Rebecca Francis 191 m. Jerry Alan Yarbrough 1938 
Sth. Margaret Yarbrough gies 

Sth. Elizabeth Yarbrough 1965 

Sth. Ethan Beckman Yarbrough 1970 


James S. Beckman, Jr. 193 m Ellen Ruth Byers 192 
Sth. Jenifer Beckman 1967 
Sth. Mary Beckman 1968 
Sth. James S. Beckman III 1970 


Mary Jane Beckman 1945 m Chas. Arthur Beasley 19) (div) 
m Virgil Thos Biggs (divorced) 

Sth. Chas. Arthur Beasley IV 1963 

Sth. Janice Biggs 1968 


Emily Pauline Beckman 1947 m Fredrick P. Hammond 1945 
Sth. Fredrick Benjamine Hammond III 1969 
Sth. Emily Catherine Hammond 1971 


Laurie Lynn Beckman 1949 m Jerry Schnelle (divorced) 
m David Cole 
Sth Jacob Richard Schnelle 1978 


Frank Gordon Beckman 1951 m Linda Debra Stringfellow 
Sth Suzanne Beckman 1976 


- Sth Leanne Beckman 1977 


kth. 


Sth Frank Gordon Beckman, Jr. 1979 


Sarah Catherine Beckman 1952 m John W. McGhee 1951 
(divorced ) 
Sth Emily Ann McGhee 1977 


3rd Burchard Francis Beckman 1910 m. Mary Frances Ward 1909 


kth. 

th, 

iyi. 
th. 


kth. 


th. 


m. Mary Pennygrass 


Chas Burchard 1938 m. Frances Kay Herrick 


Sth Martin Chas. Beckman 
Sth Amy Katherine Beckman 


Frederick Newell 1940 m. Betty Ann Taylor 

Sth Elizabeth Ann Beckman age 22 

Sth Mary Lynn Beckman 

Sth Douglas Frederick Beckman 

Sth Jennifer Kay Beckman \ 


Mary Frances Beckman 192 m. Ross Willis, Jr. 
Sth Mary willis 
Sth Suzanne Willis 


David Robert 19h) m. Priscilla Ann Atkins 
m. Gayle Henson 

Sth Lance David Beckman 

Sth Andrea Lynn Beckman Age 10 


Julia Eliz. 1947 m. Max Dewayne Snowden (divorced) 
Sth Jacob Benjamin Snowden age 12 
Sth Matthew age 9 


John Christopher 1950 m. Patty 
Sth Chris age 6 


3rd. William Frederick Beckman 1914 m. Roberta L. Roberts 
William is deceased and Roberta is re-married 


uth. James Frederick Beckman 1936 m. Helga Stahl 


th. 


Sth. Michael William Beckman 


William Francis Beckman 1938 m. Deborah Nelson 
Sth. Jessica Beckman 
Sth. William Alexander Beckman 


wu 


THIRD GENERATION 


BURCHARD FRANCIS BECKMAN (10/25/10) - lst wife Mary Frances Word 
bs Fort Smith, Ark. m. 12/7/35 
2nd wife Mary Leake Pendergraft 
m. 8/15/69 


CHILDREN 
Charles Burchard Beckman ) 
Frederick Newell Beckman ) 
Frances Eleanor Beckman ) b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
David Robert Beckman ) 
Julia Elizabeth Beckman ) 
John Christopher Beckman ) 


FOURTH GENERATION 


CHARLES BURCHARD BECKMAN (1/13/38) m. Frances Kay Herrick 
, 8-22-60 


CHILDREN 


Martin Charles Beckman (8/15/61) 
Amy Catherine Beckman (12/27/65) b. Little Rock, Arkansas 


Pipih GENERATION 
MARTIN CHARLES BECKMAN m. Dana Renee Warrick 6/22/85 
FOURTH GENERATION 


FREDERICK NEWELL BECKMAN (3/2/40) m. Betty Ann Taylor 


11/11/60 
CHILDREN | 
Elizabeth Ann Beckman (9/1/61) 
pee ee Beckman ey b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Jennifer Kay Beckman (7/20/72) 


FIFTH GENERATION 


MARY LYNN BECKMAN m. Brian James Irvin 8/15/83 


FOURTH GENERATION 


FRANCES ELEANOR BECKMAN (1/9/42) m. Ross Willis, Jr. 
9/22/61 


CHILDREN 


Mary Christine Willis (4/18/66) 
Suzanne Marie Willis (6/23/68) b. Sacramento, California 


FOURTH GENERATION 
DAVID ROBERT BECKMAN (8/14/44) - lst wife Priscilla Ann Atkins 
2nd wife Gale Ann Henson 


m. 5/21/69 
CHILDREN 
Lance David Beckman (1/2/70) 
Andrea Lyn Beckman (4/6/73) b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 
FOURTH GENERATION 
JULIA ELIZABETH BECKMAN (10/24/47) m. Max Dewayne Snowden 
4/5/69 
Divorced 1979 
CHILDREN 


Jacob Benjamin Snowden (2/19/73) 
Matthew Beckman Snowden (9/21/75) b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 


FOURTH GENERATION 


JOHN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN (2/7/50) m. Pattie Ann Dougan 
5/30/76 


CHILDREN 


Christopher Aaron Beckman (9/16/77) b. Fort Smith, Arkansas 


lst. HE&RMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. BHLISABETH MARGARET FINCK 
end. John Nicholas Beckman m. Mary Echterling 
3rd. John F. Beckman 1882-1951 m. Mary Gertrude Krost 1887-1971 


4th, Mary Katherine 1911 m. Frank Kristel 1908 
Sth. Kathy Kristel 1915 m. Larry Amick 1935 
6th. Michael Dale Amick 1972 
6th. Carolyn Marie Amick 1973 
6th. James Andrew Amick 1979 


4th. Monica (Betty) 1915-1972 m. Thomas J. Radigan 

Sth. Thomas Radigan, Jr. 192 

5th. Timothy Patrick Radigan 1943 m. Lisa Iannone 194.6 
6th. Brittany Anne Radigan 1973 
6th. Daniel Patrick Radigan 1977 

5th. Mona E. Beckman 1945 m. Jas. Joseph Regan (divorced) 
6th. Mona Elizabeth Regan 1978 
6th. Sean McIntyre Regan 1980 

5th. Jeffrey John 1946 m. Joyce Ann Damgaard 1952 
6th. Mark Andrew Radigan 


5th. Mary Ann 1951 m. David K. MceQuillen 19,7 
6th. Joseph Thomas McQuillen 197 
6th. Ann Mciuillen 


ith. John F. II 1916 m. Anne L. Burkhart 1919 


5th. Louann 19), m. Leigh A. Mayer (divorced) 
m. Henry S. Allen 
6th. David Beckman Allen 1981 


6th. Amy Louise Allen 1983 


5th. Elinor Jane 1946 m. James (Odis) Schmidt 1917 
6th. Elena Odessa Schmidt 1978 
6th. Carissa Anne Schmidt 1982 

5th. John F. III 1950 m. Betty Higgerson 


Sth. Margaret Elaine 1953 m. Robert 8. Wood 1952 
6th. Hayley Catherine Wood 1981 


Sth. Richard Clark 1955 m. Jenni Cantrell (divorced) 


m. Brenda Spaulding 1959 
6th. Richard Clark, Jr. 1983 


4th. Joseph Krost 1920 m. Mary Catherine Pielsticker 1923 
Sth. Susan Gay m. David Emile LeBlanc (divorced) 
6th. Brendon Eric LeBlanc 1967 
6th. Joshua Elie LeBlanc 1970 
m. Virgil B. Hendrickson 
6th. Felicia D. Hendrickson 1981 


5th. Joseph Krost II m. Marie Miles 1951 
6th. Joseph Beckman 1976 
6th. Catherine Ellen Beckman 1979 
5th. Christopher Conrad 1950 m. Debbie Stewart 
6th. Curtis C. Beckman 1979 
6th. Carlie Beckman 1983 
5th. Mary Laurel 1953 m. Brian C. Swanson (divorced) 
6th. Marianne Swanson 1971 
6th. Brian C. Swanson 1974 
m. Verne Seehausen 


4th. Carolyn Krost 1923-1983 m. James M. gartland 1919 

Sth. Kathleen 19,8 m. Thomas funt 1948 
6th. Elizabeth Hunt 1971 
6th. Thomas Robert Hunt 1975 
6th. Sarah Kathleen Hunt 1978 

Sth. Carol Gartland 1951 

5th. James M. Gartland, Jr. 1952 m. Janet Snyder 1952 
6th. James (Jay) Gartland 1979 
6th. (daughter 

Sth. Daniel Beckman 1956 Ordained Roman Catholic Priest 


3rd. August C. 1883-1943 m. Katherine Kennedy 
No children 
3rd. Elinor 1892-1965 m. C.A. Massaro in 195), 
No children 
3rd. Marie Therese 1896-1958 m. Leonard Moran 1874-1965 
th. Maryanna Moran 192) m. James Nollner Stone 1923-1981 
Sth. James N. Stone, Jr. (Stein) 1952 
5th. Ann Leonard Stone 1956 m. Leroy G. Crosby 199 
6th. Katherine Marie 1985 
6th. William 1983 


4th. William John 1934 m. Janet Sue Cartwright 1935 
Sth. Susan Marie Moran 196. 
5th. Jennifer Ann Moran 1967 
5th. Molly June Moran 1968 
5th. Mariah Elizabeth Moran 1971 

3rd. Fred H. 1898-1958 m. Jane Wilson 1907 

4th. Gail Mary Beckman 1929 m. R. Joseph Rudolph 
5th. Janet M. Rudolph 1953 m. Rickard Su 7a. 
5th. Raymond J. Rudolph, Jr. 195 
5th. John Rudolph 1956 

4th. Barbara Beckman 1931 m. William K. Cramer 1929 
5th. William K. Cramer, Jr. 1954 m. Jeanne 


5th. Jane Allison Cramer 1955 m. Dugold Bremmer 
5th. Martin Cramer 1957 m. Patricia 
Sth. James Cramer 1958 m. Josette 
6th. Rebecca 198) 
Sth. Robert Wasson Cramer 1960 
Sth. Elizabeth Cramer 1963 m. Richard Akin 
6th. Patricia Elizabeth 1985 
Sth. Daniel Cramer 1965 
ith. Frederick H., Jr. 1933 m. Patricia Rogan 1936 
5th. Mary Jane Beckman 1959 m. Frank Quinn 
Sth. Frederick Beckman III 1960 
Sth. Richard Wasson Beckman 1963 
Sth. Carol Beckman 1967 
5th. Wendy Beckman 1968 
5th. Susan Beckman 1970 
- James Rogan Beckman 1972 
hth. W. Wilson Beckman 1936 


3rd. Edgar W. 1993 m. Laura Mary Fitzgerald 1902-1984 
hth. Joan Miriam Beckman 1926 m. M.L. Ross Chism 1925 


Sth. Elizabeth J. (Betsy) Chism 1951 m. 
Robert Galloway 1951 


6th. Laura Christine Galloway 1983 


5th. John Ross Chism 195) 

Sth. Thomas E. Chism 1957 | 
kth, Laura Jane Beckman 1935 m. Chet Lancaster 1932 (divorced 

Sth. Thomas E. Lancaster 1962 

Sth. Nathaniel B. Lancaster 1972 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 
énd. Gesina Marie 1860-1949 m. Dr. August Groman 1856-1917 


3rd. Dr. Herman Chas. Groman 1882-195) m. Eunice Castello 1888-193< 
m. Jannette Edwards in 1933 
hth. William Kellar Groman 1909-1910 
hth. Katherine Kellar Groman 1911 m. Wm. Moorhouse Schuyler 
1909 
5th. Wm. M. Schuyler, Jr 1937 m. Barbara C. Butcher 1937 
6th. Sarah Eliz. Butcher Schuyler 
Sth. Sybil Eunice Schuyler 1939 m. John C. Bruel 1927 
6th. John Schuyler Bruel 1970 
6th. Stephen Wm. Bruel 1972 
5th. Peter Groman Schuyler 194.0 m, Linda T. Bryant 190 
6th. Peter Groman Schuyler Jr 1961 
6th. David Bryant Schuyler 1963 
Sth. Philip Daniel Schuyler 1946 m Karen L. Weber 1947 
hth. Dorcthy Hermine Groman II 1913 m. Donald O'Kieffe 
(deceased ) 
Sth. Donald Ary a m. Jane C. Dick 1937 


6th. Donald O'Kieffe III 1968 
6th. John Bowman O'Kieffe 1969 
5th. Douglas Groman O'Kieffe 191 m Mary Margaret Gillen 


1 
6th. Jennifer Katherine Groman 0'Kieffe 1967 
6th. Alice Jannette Groman O'Kieffe 1969 
5th. Diane O'Kieffe 1945 m. Chas. David Thomas 19) 
6th. Deborah Jane Thomas 1973 
ith, Ruth Alice Groman 1919 m. Ward C. Meyers 1915-1985 
Sth. Mary Lou Meyers 1942 m. Jas. Scoville Templeton 
(deceased) 
6th. Keith Templeton 1970 (deceased) 
(Father and son killed in an airplane crash) 
6th. Karen Templeton 1972 
Sth. Geoffrey Groman Meyers 19), m. Veronica Johnston 
(divorced ) 
m. Molly Murtaugh 
6th. Kurt Meyers 1971 
6th. Mindy 
3rd. Alice Caroline Groman 1887-1962 m. Donald Admiral (divorced) 
4. Virginia Holton Admiral II 1915 m. Robert DeNiro (divorcec 
Sth. Robert De Niro, Jr. 1943 
4th. Eleanor Eliz. Admiral 1916 m. Walter R. Haefele 
Sth. Joan Alice Haefele 190 m. Philip Roos 
6th. Caroline Roos 196l, 
Sth. Richard Haefele 1942 m. Joan Eliz Westall 1945 
3rd. Dorothy Hermine Groman 189) m. Luther Edward Ellis 1889-1951 
hth. Kent Ellis 1921 m. Jane Katherine DelVecchio (divorced) 
Sth. Stephen Mark Ellis 1945 m. Barbara Kent Koehler 
Sth. Karen Ellis 1951 
Sth. Kent Bradford Ellis 1952 
4th. Dorothy Ann Ellis 1923 m. Wm. Trunkey Lane, Jr 
Sth. Scott Ellis Lane 1953 
Sth. Sally Ann Lane 195) 
3rd. Eleanor Anna Groman 1898-1933 m. Joseph John Day 
4th. Joseph John Day Jr 1922 m. Lydia Loesch (Germany } 
Sth. Linda Ann Day 1969 
Sth. Joseph John Day III (Jay-Jay) 1963 
ith. Robert Charles Day 1926-1957 m. Sally Dutcher 
Sth. Judith Ann 


ist. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 
end. Elizabeth Katherine 1862-1959 m. William H. Rohe 


3rd. Helen Marie Rohe 1898 m. Melford D. Gjerde 1897-1976 


4th, Elisabeth Ann Gjerde 1926 m. Jos. Prescott Eckman Jr.192 
5th. Gail Ann Eckman 1951 m. John Wunder 1950-1975 
Sth. Carol Jane Eckman 1954 m. Jeffery Crabtree 1952 
6th. Jeffery Scott Crabtree 1978 
6th. Carrie Crabtree 1981 | 
5th. John Prescott Eckman 1957 m. Julie Baron 
6th. Erin Eckman 1979 
hth. Helen Jane Gjerde 1928 
4th. Margaret Jean Gjerde 1935 m. Edgar F. Kiefer (divorced) 
Sth. Nicholas Patrick Kiefer 1960 
5th. Lauren Kathleen Kiefer 1963 
Sth. Daniel Eric Kiefer 1965. 
m. Milton E. Morgan, Jr. 
3rd. Ann Elisabeth Rohe 1901 m. Ray Carl Milton 1900-1961 
4th. Kent Rohe Milton 1927 m. Barbara Alice Bradley 1925 
Sth. Paul Rohe Milton 1952 m. Patricia Williams 
5th. Margaret Ann Milton 195) m. George Kirn 1952 
6th. Vanessa Renee Kirn 1983 
6th. Stephanie Kirn 1985 
Sth. Catherine Marie Milton 1956 m. Ronald Pierce 
6th. Robert Pierce 1982 
6th. ae) Scott Pierce 1985 
Sth. Mark Allen Milton 1927 m. Laurie Shields 1957 
Sth. Matthew Carl Milton 1957 m. Patty Frey 1958 
Sth. Andrew Kent Milton 1966 
th. Carl William Milton 1929 m. Cornelia Alma Mack 1927 
Sth. Ray Cutler Milton 1956 m. Patricia Hubcher 
6th. Jonothan Milton 1981 
6th. Benjamin Milton 1983 
6th. Nathaniel Milton 1985 
Sth. Laura Ann Milton 1957 
5th. Ruth Louise Milton 1958 m. Rod Michelis 
Sth. Joan Elisabeth Milton 1960 
4th. Elisabeth Ann Milton 1931 m. Dale R. Patterson 1928 
5th. Mark Allan Patterson 1960 
Sth. Craig Stuart Patterson 1963 


lst. HERMAN CHRISTOPHER BECKMAN m. ELISABETH MARGARET FINCK 


2nd. Anna Mathilda 1865-1951 m. Henry H. Gansbergen 1858-193 


3rd. 


3rd. 


Marguerite Elisabeth Gansbergen 1888 m. Robert E. Weeks 


hth. Kenneth Lancaster Weeks 1916 m. Adele Marie Thomas 191) 

Sth. Robert George Weeks 1927 

Sth. LoAnne Elisabeth Weeks 1951-1952 (2 mos) 

Sth. Ellen Marie Weeks 1953 m. Dennis Olson 1953 

6th. Jeffrey Olson 1982 
. Sth. James Richard Weeks 1960-1965 

th. Robert Henry Weeks 1919-194 (died as Japanese prisoner) 
hth. William Wallace Weeks 1927 m. Lita 1930 

Sth. Robin Marguerite Weeks 1960 


Emily Hermine Gansbergen 1891-1965 


Note: 2nd generation Hermine FE, Beckman & 3rd generation Emily 
Gansbergen were responsible for accumulating this geneological 


record, 


3rd. 


Richard Henry Gansbergen 1900-1979 m. Margaret Monnix 1903 


2nd. Hermine Elinor Beckman 1868-193 


2nd. Margaret Jane 1871-1948 m. Charles J. Murphy 1870-1938 


3rd. 
3rd. 
3rd. 


Harold Murphy (lived seven days) 1896 
Ruth Murphy (died at birth) a 
Charles Beckman Murphy 190, m. Margaret Nesbitt*1950 


2nd. Herman Christopher 187-1931 m. Geneve Centennial Baum 1876-1972 


3rd. 


3rd. 


3rd. 


3rd. 


Ada Hermine Beckman 190) m. Leslie Chas. Murnane of London 


uth. Peter Beckman Murnane 1936 m. Anne Fagence 1937 Lcendon 
Sth. Catherine Anne Murnane 1962 
Sth. Suzanne Marie Murnane 1965 
hth. Geneve Suzanne Murnane 1938 m. Fred Jos. Maroon 192) 
Sth. Marc Kamm Maroon 1965 
Sth. Anne Hermine Maroon 1966 
Sth. Sophia Suzanne Maroon 1969 
Sth. Paul Charles Maroon 197) 
John Baum Beckman 1907-1978 m. Lenore E. Becker (deceased) 
hth. Janice E. Beckman 197 (adopted in 1960) 
m. Chester Damiani 1929 (divorced) 
Sth. John Richard Damiani 1967 
Sth. Timothy James Damiani 1968 
Sth. Danti Andrew 1971 
Sth. Scott Damiani 1976 
m. M. Mike Gruetzmacher 
Sth. Crystal Gruetzmacher 1980 
Sth. Saci Gruetzmacher 1982 


Mary Elisabeth Beckman 1911 m. Keith Gordon (deceased) 
lth. Nancy Gordon 193 m. Jordan Walsh Montano 1931 
Sth. Mona Montano 1959 
Sth, Keith Horace Montano 1961 


Margaret Beckman 1917 m. Jos. John Seville Garner (deceased) 
Mr. Garner was knighted in London and she became Lady Garner 


ith. Christopher John Seville Garner 1939 m. Janet Rees 1938 
Sth. Piers 1963 London 

kth. Joseph Jonathan Garner 190 m. Brigitte Pittet (France) 
Sth. Patrick Llewellyn 1970 
5th. Joseph Dylan 1972 
Sth. Philippe 1979 
Sth. Emily 1980 
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APPLICATION FOR FAMILY PLAN LIFE 


pplication for Life Insurance to Fidelity Bankers Life Insurance Company 


(Applicant) 


. Print Full Name Birthplace 
First Middle Last 
. Mailing Address City State 
ES a 
: Zip Code 
Full Name of Beneficiary Relationship 
First Middle Last 
Amount of Insurance applied for: $10,000 (plus Family Coverage if applied for) Plan: CJA O)A8 QABbCcC ac 
tA LIAB LIABC [JAC 


Are you now working full time at a regular occupation, or, if not regularly employed, are you able to engage in the normal 
and customary activities of a person of like age and sex? []Yes [JNo. Occupation 

 . Ss aS SS eee 
Is Dependent Coverage desired? (]Yes [JNo_ (If “Yes"’, list first name and date of birth of your spouse, and unmarried 
children residing in your household and below age 23 who are to be included.) 


Date of Birth Date of Birth 
Mo. Dav Yr Mo. Dav Yr 


Date of Birth 
Mo.Dav. Yr 


Date of Birth 
Man Nay Vr 


Children Children Children 
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ee tues cy ae dn. ee. Fort Smith, Ortenns vo 


Poverty GENERATION 


ELINOR ANN BECKMAN t)[40 1ST vaboud Onurtbys Rypert hile 
VAD duchord Daw {nebs 
A~CBILDREN, Cue Prattuekaud) 
Carnie Ths shoth Hel 


Robot Bechuau Nis 


So 


Four TH GENERATION 
REBECCA FRNICES BECKMAN a lenny Owen Yarbrough 
CHIL SEEN 
Morqanet Yorbrough 


FoURTH GENERATION 
JAMES SHEETZ BECKMAN, Je, C2/6/43) mw. TR Ruck Byare 
CHIL DEEN 
Mee ce Bechenew, IT 


) H GENEFATION 
Mary JANE BECKMAN ('/as/4s) - IT HAuvahoud- Chortos Irzhur Roeahy, dv, 
12 A ahaud Thomas Vingit Bcqqs 
CHILDREN 
Jone Bags 
Fouryy GENERATION 
EMILY PAULINE BECKMAN (2/22/47) m. Fracdercek Arter Hawmend I (30 Moor 1968) 
Farad Praetorian urols Fat Se, 
CHILDREN wees 
Fradancoke a facies Haenivcrnd Th 
Fourth GENERATION 
LAURIE. LYNN BECKMAN (4/39/41) uw Bob Arirclour— dhivroread 
FRANK GORDON Beck mAN (2/¢/s1) 
SARAH CATHERINE Beck Man (3/24/52) 


THIRD CENERATION 
Burchard FRAN CIs aeeae = Sra aE, Framceo A prdt5/o4/o7) mM. 13/1/as 
P| ae Mrefe - Mans Ernny = ca 
CHILDREN Capit furct wife) 


Nany Frauen Chere Pe chenan— A. Fook Sauith Arte auger 
Aarcd 


fourth GENERATION 
CHARLES Burchard BECKMAN 13/31) m. Framers (cag tn ncok. 
CHILDREN 
Whortin Chat. Backmou 
seni! oe Bae 
FoureTH GENEPATION 
FREDERICK NEWELL RECKMAN (3)>/40 am. Stl Amu Trybar— 
CHILDREN 
brary fem Frederick Bechruan— 


FouretTH GENERATION 
PIARY 
NF RANCES eT Beck a om Reee Willie, Wy. 


LDeEN shat 


Fourth GENERATION 
DAVID ROBERT BECKMAN (8/14/u#)— [5 wife Riccille Anu Athius 
Ne. Mrfe Gay te dousau- 
CHILDREN ( pyteh secomd viper) 


Fourtu GENERAT ON 


Jutia Ep 
vLIA ELIZABETH shan fos JAR: Cranage Naseer April 1961) 


(s 
= Semich tfeausar— 


CHILDREN 
Jaret Bevgamin—Srrurdee 


Four TH (SEN ERAT) ON 


donn CHRISTOPHER. BECKMAN (a/1/s») 


THIRD GENERATION 
WILLIAM FRE DERI Ck BECKMAN (1/2 M4 Bh Sen ee eee 


CHILDREN 
Poverty GENERATION 
James Freperick Be MAN (8/41/36) aw. a 
CHILDREN an Sar - = 
Michel Wea Rockman 


FourTH GENERATION 
WILLIAM FRANCIS BeekMAN G//23) ms \eforeb Noles 
CHILDREN ae.” 
drsaven Rechimau 


dN 


xe CeNeeati | 
3 E TRERE eciemann (6/1/1996 — 2/14/1958) > Leon Moran 


FWibLiam f+ ANNA RYAN MORAN OF HAMMOND, IND, Ulb [2% | 
ae IN_STNOSEPHS CHURCH, HAMMOND, IND. | 


| : _GUILDIREN | eae 
: MARYANNA MORAN j/g/2p- 4” 


. PAMMEN 5) Vs 


LRKIAM NoBN Moran 4/3¢ ae 


| FouRTH GENERATION | | 


_fANN LEONARD STONE y) 20]. st ~ ASKVILLE NorTH CAROLINA st 
\ JamesS. STone @. Stein’) boJ2o/s2-— BiemiyekAM, ALABAMA 


a 
a a eee 


Fourth CENEeaTIoN 
WiLLIA oOHN MORAN G/o/s¢ _ Janet Suc Cantweeg 


bi 


| we » HIER OF ~ 3 "A MB Carty [CHT OF N ASTL s 
N/23/63 iN ST loHN BoSco CHURCH HAMMOND) INMANA. 

aa CHILDREN | | 
ae Susan MARIE. p/y/gg - | phe Ss ‘a 
| | Sewairer NN. £/99/67~ 
| cs | HAMMOND, INDIANA 

| b JUN Glad /s8=- ; 
| | Maran ELIZABETH J)/¢ or 

| | | on ee ee 


BES. DUN LEONRED STONE (4/ro/et) me Leroy CRosByC _)- | 


; RED H. BECKMAN (6/29/199g— 9/17/1958) 2m. ane Wirson blithe 
4 3 or JESSE, | 


S ) So a 


| CpiLdREN 

i= | NIL MARY BEC MAN P 
BaRBARM BECKMAN — ?byhy 
Feeperick 4 mat ive 


a Was SSON Wison i M Pri A v Ne 


re ANM MOND, eal IN A 


*WInklE” 


L CHILDREN | 


kneT Maric RupolPH J /a7/s3 we 


_______ Raymond Josern Pupolp wir. 2/7 /ep LAFAYETTE, IND. | 


Vo IWUDOLPE if cy! 


oo = 


__ Fourre GENERATION : asm es 


| BARBARA BECKMAN (2/a/A/) ae. WiLL am Kennera Ceamer. (2/04 /o 


| | UAILDREN 
Naas NETA CRAMER Yr/ry pr eb 


MARTIN URAMER p/80 LD) 
lf | ‘ C souTa BEND, IND. 


MES CRAMER 7/z¥ 
RoBEeT Wasson Seamer 12/7/be 
FLISABETH CRAMER 3//2)3 


oLuMBYL y © IO 


TREDERICH PERMBN GBECKIVJAN (P.C1i/7/22) m, RICiA KOGAN Lio/a8/36' 


; 3 | FAM MOND, IND, 1458 
eee 


i} 


MaRY VANE Beck MAN- 3/2o/5 | 
| FREDERICK HERMAN BECEMpNTIL- 5/o/to/ | 
| | RicHAED WASSON BECK MBN-6/26/43 Sy BAM MOND, IND. 


. i I 


SushN BECK MAN- 12/9/70 
ames ROGAN BECKMAN 3/3/72 


i 
| ee 
| } j 
| ae 
j } 
had 


FOuRTH GENERATION : 
| LAVEA JANE BECKMAN (2 /23-3s- ‘\ mm. CHESLEY S, LANCASTER 
‘a 8/30/32 BOSTON) 


| AT WINNETKA, bbs 6 /1s]s3~ 


CHIL DREN 
THOMAS EARNSHAW LANCASTER 6//6/6e - BERKELEY, CALIF, 
NATHANIEL BECKMAN LANCASTER | /a0/72 = NEW HOPE, Pit NW. 


(o1-) 


THIRD GENERATIAN | | 
EDGAR WILLIAM BECKMAN (7/ash3=  )—, LAVEA Mary 
| | FITZGERALD yigbs >) 


CHILDREN 
JoAN MeriAm 2 a3/a6 | 
LAURA JANE InJ23/as - ToLE Do O10 


FourRTH GENERATION 
| ~ <sbopn Beenian(2/3/2) mu. hk Ross CHISM (&/so/as) AT Bons 
CHAPEL UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, bfie /ug 
CHILDREN — 
FLIZARETH LANE, 10//9/s/- OLevE LAND, OHNO 


NoHN Ross thisy 3// 4 — nichEo 
THoMAS EDWARD b/as/s7 - | 


FIFTH GENERATION 


ELIZABETHVANE @#1SM(io/4/s) mm: RoBert Galbo way (5 br) 


WOOSTER. PHI ja./o9 /7y 


a ad 14 NB 


pin a ee (t.n/rofta —a. 8/4/65) dias CAH <j Wg 
x piece 
we 
a eo ere ee ee 


a Mey rate Nan re a bones 3 Sfhue 
ULanow . 
* dake + | aphra itl ins he Bae 
* is wet | wl ures 2 Minis ta f "Siti 


Pratl TScee nce Mania -/ 9/66 Hpenenrnd 
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EVERGREEN HIGH SCHOOL 


No-Excuse Spelling List 
(Revised September 1980) 


a lot 

accept — except 
across 

affect — effect 
all ready — already 
all right 

always 
appearance 
article 

athlete, athletic 
author 


beginning 
belief — believe 


careful 

category 

character, characteristic, 
characterized 

choose, chose, chosen 

college 

coming 

counselor, counseling 

criticism, criticize 


definite, definitely, 
definition, define 

describe, description 

disappear 

disappoint 

does, doesn't 


English 
environment 
example 
exaggerate 
existence 
experience 
extremely 


familiar 

fictitious 

finally 

forty, fourth — forth 
friend, friendliness 


governme nt 
grammar 


hear — here 

height 

hero, heroine, heroes, 
heroic 

hoping 

humorous 


immediately 
independent 
interfere 

its — it's 


lead, led 
library 
lose, losing, loose 


may be — maybe 
meant 
mountain 


necessary, unnecessary 
ninth 


occasion, occasional 

occur, occurred, 
occurring, 
occurrence 

of — off 

omitted 

opposite 


passed, past 

perform 

personal — personnel 

playwright 

pleasant 

precede — proceed, 
procedure 

prefer, preferred 

prejudice, prejudiced 

prepare, preparation 

principal — principle 

privilege 


probably 
quiet — quit — quite 


really 

receive, receiving 
recommend 

refer, referred 
relevant, irrelevant 


sense — since 
sentence 

separate, separation 
sever — severe 
similar 

sophomore 
stopping 

stories 

studying 

surprise 


than — then 
their — there — they're 
themselves 
thorough 
though 
through — threw 
tragedy 

tries, tried 

truly 

two — too — to 


until 
usual, usually 


villain 


weather — whether 
were — we're — where 
which — witch 
whose — who's 
woman, women 


writing, writer, written 


you're - your 


EVERGREEN HIGH SCHOOL ‘ ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 


SUGGESTED PRE-COLLEGE READING 


This list is a representative selection of significant and influential books 
well worth knowing. Originally, the list was prepared by the Committee 
on College Reading, and amended subsequently. 


CLASSICAL AND EARLIER 


_ Aeschylus - Agamemnon Lucretius - On the Nature of Things 
Aristophanes - The Frogs Marcus Aurelius - Meditations 
ARISTOTLE - ETHICS AND POLITICS PLATO - THE REPUBLIC, . THE 
THE BIBLE SYMPOSIUM 
Confucius - The Analects Plutarch - Lives | 
Euripides ~ Plays SOPHOCLES - OEDIPUS REX, ANTIGONE 
Herodotus - History Thucydides - The zp opoone men Wars 


HOMER - THE ILIAD, THE ODYSSEY  Vergil - The Aeneid 


MIDDLE AGES AND RENAISSANCE 


The Arabian Nights MACHIAVELLI - THE PRINCE 


Bacon - Essays; Advancement of Malory - Le Morte d'Arthur 
Learning ww Mohammed - The Koran 
_ Boccaccio - The Decameron Montaigne - Essays 
Cellini - Autobiography | 7 MORE - UTOPIA | 
CERVANTES - DON QUIXOTE Omar Khayyam - The Rubaiyat 
Chaucer - The The Canterbury Tal Tales Rabelais - Gargantua and Pantagruel 
DANTE - THE DIVINE COMEDY. SHAKESPEARE - PLAYS AND SONNETS 


Erasmus - In Praise of Folly 


\ 
{ 


SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 


Boswell - Life of Samuel Johnson Malthus - Principles of Population : 
Bunyan - Pilgrim! m's- 's Progress Milton - Poems 
Burns - Poems ce Moliere ~ Plays 
Defoe - Robinson Crusoe PAINE - THE RIGHTS OF MAN 
DONNE - POEMS : Pepys - Diary 

Descartes - A Discourse on Method ROUSSEAU - 1] EMILE, THE SOCIAL 
Fielding - Tom Jones CONTRACT 

Franklin - Autobiography Smith - The Wealth of Nations 
Gibbon - The Decline and Fall of the Spinoza - Philosophy 

Roman Empire Sterne - Tristram Shandy 

Hamilton et al - The He Federalist SWIFT - GULLIVER'S TRAVELS 


Jonson - Volpone VOLTAIRE - CANDIDE 


NINETEENTH CENTURY 


Austen - Pride and Prejudice 

Balzac - Eugenie Gran Grandet 

E. Bronte - 2 - Wuthering Heights 

Browning - Poems 

Butler - The Way of All Flesh 

BYRON - POEMS 

Carroll - Alice in Wonderland 

Crane - Red Badge of Courage 

DARWIN - THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES 

DICKENS - DAVID COPPERFIELD, 
OLIVER TWIST, GREAT . 
EXPECTATIONS 

DOSTOEVSKI - CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT 

Emerson - Essays 

Flaubert - Madame Bovary 

GOETHE - FAUST 

Hardy - Tess of the D'Urbervilles, 
The Return of the Native. 

Hawthorne - The Scarlet Letter 

Hugo - Les Miserables 

IBSEN - THE DOLL'S HOUSE, AN 
ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE 


KEATS - POEMS 

Marx - Das Kapital, Communist Manifesto 

Maupassant - Short Stories 

MELVILLE - MOBY DICK, BILLY BUDD 

Poe - Tales 

Reade - The Cloister and the Hearth 

Rostand - Cyrano de Bergerac © 

SHELLEY - POEMS 

Stendhal - The Red and the Black 

Stowe - Uncle Tom's Cabin 

Thackeray - Vanity Fair 

THOREAU ~- WALDEN 

TOLSTOI - WAR AND PEACE, ANNA 
KARENINA ne 

TURGENEV - FATHERS AND SONS 

TWAIN - HUCKLEBERRY FINN, 

' TOM SAW YER | 

Whitman - Leaves of Grass 

Wilde - The Picture of Dorian Gray 

WORDSWORTH - POEMS 


TWENTIETH CENTURY. 


Abbey - Desert Solitaire, 
Wrench Gang 


Adams - The Education of Henry Adams 


Barnett - The Universe and 
Dr. Einstein 
Bennett - The Old Wives' Tale 


CAMUS - THE STRANGER, THE FALL 


Cather - My Antonia, Death Comes 
for the Archbishop 


CHEKHOV - THE CHERRY ORCHARD 


Clark - The Ox-Bow Incident 

- CONRAD - LORD JIM, HEART OF 

~ DARKNESS, THE SECRET SHARER 
cummings - Poems 

Dos Passos - U.S.A. 

Dreiser - An American Tragedy 
Dubois - So Human An Animal, The 
God Within | 


The Monkey 


Durrell - Alexandria Quartet 

Eiseley - The Immense Journey, The 
Unexpected Universe mit 

ELIOT - POEMS and PLAYS 

Exupery - Wind, Sand, and Stars; . 
Night Flight — 

FAULKNER - INTRUDER IN THE DUST 

Fitzgerald - The Great Gatsby 

Forster - A Passage to India 

Frazer - The Golden Bough 

FREUD - INTRODUCTION TO 
PSYCHOANALYSIS ~ - 

Gide - The Immoralist | 

Golding - The Lord of the Flies | 

Graves - The The Anger of Achilles 


- HEMINGWAY -A FAREWELL TO ARMS, 


FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS 


HUALEY - BRAVE NEW WORLD, 
POINT COUNTERPOINT 

JOYCE - A PORTRAIT OF THE 
ARTIST, DUBLINERS, ULYSSES 

KAFKA - THE METAMORPHOSIS, 
THE TRIAL 

Kazantzakis - The Odyssey: A A 
Modern Sequel _ 

Koestler - Darkness at Noon, 

Lawrence - Sons and Lovers, Lady 
Chatterly's Lover 

C.S. Lewis - The Allegory of Love, 
Out of the Silent Planet 

5S. LEWIS 

London -The Call of the Wild 

MacLeish - Poems, J.B, 

Mann - The Magic Mountain 

Maugham - Of Human Bondage 

McCullers - Member of the Wedding 

MILLER - THE CRUCIBLE, DEATH 
OF A SALESMAN 

O'NEILL - PLAYS 

ORWELL - ANIMAL FARM, 1984 

Rolvaag - Giants in the Earth 

Salinger - Franny and Zooey, Catcher 
in the Rye 


- BABBITT, MAIN STREET 


Sandburg - Lincoln 

SARTRE - THE FLIES, NO EXIT, 
BEING AND NOTHINGNESS 

Schweitzer - Out of My Life and Thou ht 

Shaw - Plays and Prefaces 

Sherwood - Winesburg, Ohio 


Sinclair - The Jungle 
Steinbeck - The Grapes of Wrath 


_ Steffens - Autobiography 


Thomas - Poems 

Veblen - The Theory of the Leisure Class 

Wells - Outline of History 

Wilder - The Bridge of San Luis Rey, 
Our Town 

Williams - The Glass Menagerie 

WOLFE - LOOK HOMEWARD, ANGEL 

Yeats - Poems 


For students who are interested in science, the following suggestions 
are made. 


Lewis Thomas 
THE MEDUSA AND THE SNAIL 
THE YOUNGEST SCIENCE 
THE LIVES OF A CELL | 
LATE NIGHT THOUGHTS ON LISTENING TO MAHLER'S NINTH SYMPHONY 


Dr. Thomas is a physician, but he is a great deal more than that. He calls 
himself, among other things, ''a biology watcher, "' and his books deal with 


a variety of topics, but in all of them we see the evidence of an articulate, 
thoughtful person. 


Richard Feynman 

WHA T DO YOU CARE WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK? 

SURELY YOU'RE JOKING, MR. FEYNMAN 
Mr. Feynman, who died in 1988, was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics 
for his work on the quantum theory; he was a part of the group developing 
the atomic bomb in Los Alamos during the second World War; he was a 
member of the commission investigating the Challenger disaster. His 
report from this investigation is included in the WHAT DO YOU CARE... 
book, His writing is casual, so that the reader feels as if he is having an 
easy conversation with Mr. Feynman, and his approach is such that the 
reader cannot help but have his curiosity piqued about a wide variety of topics. 
Feynman's activities were those of a ''very curious character" and were not 
limited to theoretical physics. 


Loren Eiseley 

THE IMMENSE JOURNEY 

DARWIN'S CENTURY 

THE FIRMAMENT OF TIME 

THE UNEXPECTED UNIVERSE 

THE INVISIBLE PYRAMID 

THE NIGHT COUNTRY 

NOTES OF AN ALCHEMIST 

THE MAN WHO SAW THROUGH TIME 

THE INNOCENT ASSASSINS 

ALL THE STRANGE HOURS 

DARWIN AND THE MYSTERIOUS MR. X 

THE STAR THROWER 7 

Eiseley is a literary naturalist and scientist. He deals with aspects of 
anthropology, time, the cosmos. . : the list goes on, but he deals with these 
things in a way that is at once thought provoking, clear, exciting, and 
reflective. 


Mormon Country: Wallace Stegner 

Red Sky at Morning: Richard Bradford 

Encounters with the Archdruid: John McPhee 

One Man's West: David Lavender 

Majority of One:Sydney Harris 

The Most of S. J. Perelman: §S. J. Perelman 

The City in History: Lewis Mumford 

Aurora oe Herman Wouk 

Let Us (bg Bewite Famous Men: James Agee, Walker Evans 
The Complete Works of Nathanael West: Nathanael West 
Violent Universe: Nigel Calder 

The Place No One Knew: Eliot Porter 

Time and the River Flowing--Grand Canyon: Francois Leydet 
The Unexpected Universe: Loren Hiseley 

The Immense Journey: Loren Hiseley 


The Pursuit of Loneliness: Philip Slater 


i i i rt 


The Making of a Counter Culture: Theodore a 
Down There: J. K. Huysmans 

Against the Grain: 5. K. Huysmans 

Marius the Epicurean: Walter Pater 

The Repubtio: Plato 

Erewhon and Erewhon Revisited: Samuel Butler 
Being and Nothingness: Jean-Paul Sartre 

The Desert Year: Joseph Wood Krutch 


Grand Canyon: Joseph Wood Krutch 


The Voice of the pases: Joseph Wood Krutch 
The Forgotten Peninsula: Joseph Wood Krutch 
Secrets of the Great Pyramid: Peter Tompkins 
Masada: Yigael Yadin 

Geology Illustrated: John Shelton 

Darwin and the Beagle: Alan Moorehead 
Gulliver's Travels: Jonathan Swift 


Lhe Doors of Perception and Heaven and Hell: Aldous ‘Huxley 
Bae Cosariay Minerals ae Leopold | 

The Future of Architecture: Frank Lloyd Wright 

The Natural House: Frank Lloyd Wright 

The Sierra Club Wilderness Handbook: David Brower, ed, 
“The Memoirs of an Amnesiac: Oscar Levant 

Lawrence and Oppenheimer: Nuel Pharr Davis 

One Two Three, . .Infinity: George Gamow 

The Universe and Dr. _Einstein: Lincoln Barnett 

The Double Helix: James Watson 


The Pump House Gang: Tom Wolfe 


ee i tt a tren nee a Sr 


The War Prayer: Mark Twain 

A Moveable Feast: Ernest Hemingway 
Looking for a Bluebird: Joseph Wechsberg 
A Death in the Family: James Agee 

Nine Stories: J. D. Salinger 

Franny and Zooey: J. D. Salinger 


A Separate Peace: John Knowles 


"HUCK FINN IS BARRED! PUBLIC LIBRARY DOES NOT HANDLE THE 
BOOK ANYMORE.” Thus read the headline in the August 11. 1902 edition 
of The Denver Republican. |t was true. Denver Public Library officials, 
bowing to pressure from local clergy, had removed from the shelves 
Mark Twain's story of a boy's life on the Mississippi River 

Why? The newspaper gave three reasons: it was thought. by 
certain people, to be immoral; Huckleberry Finn denounces Sunday 
Schoo! in the novel: and he “indulges in profanity and tells things 
more serious than fibs in order to wiggle expeditiously and safely 
out of embarrassing situations.” 

Even though the book since has been reinstated to the Denver 
Public Library, the result of the 1902 censorship action had several 
immediate implications. Some patrons rejoiced: others reacted strongly 
against the protest: and local bookstores reported an increase in sales 
of Huckleberry Finn. And. so it goes with censoring printed materials. 

The Denver Public Library, in conjunction with CensorshipExpo, 
has compiled this list of books — “100 Banned Books.” These selec- 
tlons are taken from a resource book, Banned Books Week '86 — 
Celebrating the Freedom to Read. published by the American Library 
Association. Copies of the ALA publication are available at the circula- 
tion desks of all Denver Public Library agencies for those who are 
interested in reviewing the complete listing as well as the sources 
of the censorship actions. 

it iS ciear that book bannings. even book burnings. in America are 
not all that unusual Do you believe that Huckleberry Finn was right- 
fully removed from the shelves of the Denver Public Library in 1902? 
Or. do you believe, as an editorialist for Harper's Weekly wrote only 
weexs aiter the decades-age action: “What has happened to Denver 

_ tall sounds like a practical joke on the Denver library; but it is an 
offence (sic) against our national common-sense (sic) which ought to 
be quickly removed.” 

is there a right or a wrong approach to censoring printed materials? 
You De the judge. 


lf you are interested in reading one of the books on the list, 
piease note the call numbers and branch locations fcilowing each 
annotation. However, if you need heip in finding the book of your 
choice, ask the librarian for assistance. 


ADAM BEDE, by George Eliot 

NAL. Penguin 

Aitackec as “the vile outpcurings of a 
lewd womans mind” and withdrawn from 
the Brush circulating woraries in 1859 


AL(EX)ANDRA THE GREAT, by Constance 
Greene Deil. Viking 

Restricted at the Lindenwoid. N.J. 
elementary schooi branes in 1984 
because of “a problem with language.” 


F E42add jFIC G83al 
BAR Bvi CRK FOR HAD HMP HUM BAR BDY BVL CHL CRK DKR FIE FOR 
UNH WS HAD HMP MCL MLO PKH UNH VVi WDB 


ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN, 
by Mark Twain. Bantam Bobbs-Mernilt. 
Grosset Harper. Ho't. Houghten. Long- 
man Macmillan. NAL Nomor. Pengun, 
Pocket Books 

ained i Concord. Mass 11 
“ash and sultadie only for the siums” 


ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT, 
by Erich Maria Remarque Fawcert. Little. 


in 192, banned in Bastor on grounds of 
ooscenky seized by US Customs in 
Chicagc. barfes from Czech miitary 
libraries Dy the war désartment, and 
Austrian soigiers forbidden to reac it 

: Banned in Thunngiz. Germany in. 1930. 
the Brooky7 Nev. Yor. Pubac Library in bannes in ltay because of the boon s 
1905 on the grounds that ‘Huck not oniy atie-war propaganda in 1933 and con- 
lichec but scratched and that he sad signed io the Naz: banfires in 1933 
Sweat when he shoulc Nave saic persorra- = F RZB2al 

tion! Book was confiscatec at the USSR BAR BOY BV. CRK DIR FIE FOR HAD 
borcer ir 1930 dropped from the New HMIP HUM MLO PKH SM. UNH VVi 
Yorx City list of approvea books tor WDB 


senior and junior high schoois in 1957. 
and challenged as a “racist” nove! in AMMERICA IH LEGEND, by Richard 
M. Dorson Pantheon 


severa! other States 
Various editions: please ask your Removed from library in Cobb County 
Ga in 1977 because the book ‘condones 


librarian for assistance. 


draft dodging” and includes the song. 
“Casey Jones.” which contains several 
sianzas describing the tabled railroad 
engineers Sexual prowess. 

398.20873 D738am 

BAR BDY BVL CRK DAL FIE HMP MLO 
SOC UNH 


AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY. 
Dell. Houghton. 


Remaved from school libraries in 
Anchorage. Alaska in 1976: Cedar Lake. 
Ind. in 1976: Eldon. Mo in 1977: ane 
Folsom. Calif. in 1982 due to “objection- 
able” language. 

623 A51352 

BAR BVL CRK FIE FOR HAD HUM PKH 
SML UNH WDB 


THE AMERICAN PAGEANT: A HISTORY 
OF THE REPUBLIC, by Thomas A. Bailey 
and David M. Kennedy. Heath. 


Removed in 1981 from the Mississippi 
State-approved textbook list. Returned in 
1984 to the Racine, Wis. Unified Schoo! 
District curriculum just one week after 
the schoo! board voted te ban it. Oppo- 
nents of the books on the board charged 
that the social studies volumes contained 
“judgmenta: wnting.” and. in the words 
of one board member, “a lot more funny 
ictures of Republicans and nicer pic- 
ures of Democrats.” Opponents also said 
that one text did not present an adequate 
analysis of the Vietnam War. 
973 8155am6 
BAR BVL HAD SML SOC WDB 


AURORA LEIGH, by Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning. Academy 


Condemned .in Boston in 1857 as “the 
hysterical indecencies of an erotic mind.” 
821 BS i7au : 

HMP HUM . 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN, by Benjamin Franklin 
Buccaneer Press. Macmillan: Norton. 
Random, University of Tennessee Press: 
Yale University Press. 


Benjamin Franklin became one of the most 
censored, yet widely reprinted writers in 
American history early in the 20th Century. 
Two essays, in particular are frequently 
expurgated’ “Advice on the Choice of a 
Mistress” and “Letters to the Royal Academy 
of Brussels.” 

Various editions; please ask your 
iibrarian for assistance. 


THE BELL JAR, by Sylvia Plath. 
Bantam. Harper. 


Prohibited in the Warsaw. Ind. schools 
in 1979. Challenged in Edwardsville. Hil. 
in 1981 when 300 residents signed a 
petition against the novel because i con- 
tains sexuai material and advocates an 
“objectionable” philosophy of lite 

FIC P&96be 

ATH BAR BVL CRK FIE FOR HAD HMP 
HUM MLO PKH UNH 


THE BEST SHORT STORIES BY NEGRO 
WRITERS, by Langston Hughes Littie 


Removed from island Trees. N.Y. Union 
Free School District high school kbrary 
in 1976 because it was considered 

“immoral, ant-American. anti-Chnstian. 


Or just plain filthy” Returned to the 
library following a 1982 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision 

808.83 HB7dbe 

FIE FOR HUM MLO UNH 


BETWEEN FRIENDS, by Sheila Garrigue. 
Bradbury Press. 


Challenged by the Des Moines. lowa 
schools in 1983 due to the use of the 
word “damn.” 

iF G1973be 

BDY BVi CHL CRK DKR FOR HAD HMP 
PKH SML UNH WDB 


THE BIBLE. 

In 1952 and 1953. Fundamentalists in 
the United States attacked the Revised 
Standard Versien because of changes in 
terminology Banned in Ethiopia in 1978 
as “contradictory to the ongoing revolution.” 
226.52 B47res 

BDY CRK DKR HAD MCL SML SOC UNH 


BLACK BOY, by Richard Wright. Harper. 


Restricted to students with parental 
approval at the Island Trees, N-Y. Union 
Free School District high school library in 
1976. Restriction iifted after the US. 
Supreme Court ruling in 1982. 

873 WS35zwrib 

ATH BAR BDY BVL CRK DAL FIE FOR 
HAD HMP HUM MLO PKH UNH WO8 


BOSS: RICHARD J. DALEY OF CHICAGO, 
Dy Mike Royko NAL 

Banned from the Ridgefield. Conn. high 
school reading list in 1972 because it 
“downgrades police departments.” 


. Challenged in the Hannibal. NY. high 


school in 1983 because the book 1s 
“deirimental to students and contributed 
to social decay because it contains 
rough language.” 

B D156re 

CRK FIE HAD PKH SOC UNH 


BURY MY HEART AY WOUNDED KNEE, 
by Dee Brown. Holt. 


Removed in Wild Rose, Wis. in 1974 by a 
district administrator because the book 
was “Slanted” and “if there's 2 possibility 
tha! something might be controversial, 
ther why not eliminate it” 

$70.5 BE115bu 

BDY BVL BYR CRK DKR FIE HAD HMP 
MCL MLO PKH SML SOC UNH VVI WDB 


CALi ME CHARLEY, by Jesse 
Jackson: Harper 


Parents of a black fourth-grade student filed 
suit against Grand Blanc. Mich. schoo! offi- 
Ciais in 1979 after a teacher read this title 
to their son's class The work includes 

a white character who calls a black youth 
“Sambo.” “Nigger” and “coon. 

jF J135ca 

BYR CHL HMP MLO 


CATCH-22, by Joseph Heller 
Simon & Schuster 


Banned in Strongville Ohio in 1972: how- 
ever. the school board's action was over- 
turned in 1976 by a US District Court in 
Minarcini v. Strongvilie City School 
District, 541 F 2c 577 (6th Cir 1976). 
Challenged at the Dallas independent 
Schooi District high schoo! ibraries 


in 1974. Also challenged in Snoqualmie, 
Wash. in 1973 because of severa! refer- 
€nces to women as “whores” 

F H36438ca 

ATH BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP HUM MLO UNH VV! WDB 


CATCHER IN THE RYE, by J.D. Salinger. 
Bantam: Little. 


This title has been a favorite target of 
cénsors. The book has been removed 
trom required and optional reading lists 
in high school libraries in the following 
cities: Issaquah, Wash. in 1978: Middle- 
ville. Mich. in 1979: North Jackson, Ohio 
in 1980. Anniston, Ala. in 1982: and 
Libby, Mont. in 1983. Reasons for 
removal included “excess vuigar lan- 
guage, Sexual scenes, things concerning 
moral issues, excessive violence. and 
anything dealing with the occult” and 
due to the “book's contents.” 

FIC $165ca 

ATH BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE HAD 
fs HUM MLO PKH SML UNH VVI 


CHARACTER ANALYSIS, by Withelm 
Reich. Farrar 


Charging that the psychoanalyst's “orgone 
energy’ theory for sex therapy involved 
fraudulent practices. the Food and Drug 
Administratian obtained a court order for- 
bidding hirn te publish information about 
his therapy Refusing. he was sent to pri- 
Son in 1956 for two years and died there 
FDA agents burned copies of his books. 
158.495 R27 t7che 

CRK FIE SOC 


THE CHOCOLATE WAR, by Robert 
Cormier Dell, Pantheon. 


Challenged and temporarily removed 
from the Engitsh curriculum in two 
Lapeer, Mich. high schools in 1981 
because of “offensive language and 
explicit descriptions of sexual Situations 
in the book.” The book also was banned 
In other states because of “fou! lan- 
guage.” “language problems.” and 
because it was deemed “pornographic” 
and “repulsive” In Lake Havasu City, 
Ariz., the book was removed trom the 
freshman reading list in 1984. The school 
district board charged the Havasu 
teachers with failing to set good exam- 
Dies for students. fostering disrespect 

in the classroom, and failing to support 
the beard 

YF €8%58ch 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP MCL MLO PKK SML UNH VVI 


THE COLOR PURPLE, by Alice 
Walke: Harcourt. 


Challenged as inappropriate reading tor 
Oakland. Cait high schoo: honors Class 
in 1984 due to the work's ‘sexual and 
SOCia: ExDliciiness” and its troubling 
leas about race relations rian’s relation. 
ship to God. Afncan history and human 
Sexuality” After nine months of haggling 
and delays. 2 divided Oaklana Board af 
Education gave formai approvai for the 
Book's use : 

FIC W1482co 

BDY By’. DAL FIE FOR HMP HUM MLO 
PKH UNH ~~ 


DEATH OF A SALESMAN, by Arthur 
Miller Penguin Vining 


Chailenged in the Dallas Independent 
Schooi District high schoo! hbranes 

in 1974 and banned from Engish classes 
at Spring Valley Community High Schoo! 
in French Lick. ind in 1981 because the 
Diay contains the words “goddamn” 


“son of a bitch.” and “bastard” 
812 M612de 

BAR BVL CRK FIE HUM MLO PKH UNH 
WDB 


DELIVERANCE, by James Dickey. Dell. 


Challenged in Montgomery County, Md. 
in 1974 on the grounds that it employs 
“gutter language” and depicts “perverted 
acts.’ Burned in Drake, N.Dak. in 1973, 
but the U.S. District Court ruled that teachers 
should be allowed to use the title in eleventh 
and twelfth grade English classes. 

F 055Gde 

BAR CRK DAL FIE FOR HAD HMP HUM 
UNH WDB 


THE DEVIL'S ALTERNATIVE, by Frederick 
Forsyth. Viking. 


Removed from the Evergreen School Dis- 
trict in Vancouver, Wash. in 1983 along 
with 29 other titles. The American Civil 
Liberties Union of Washington kas filed 
Suit contending that the removals consti- 
tute censorship, a violation of plaintiff's 
rights to free speech and due Process, 
and the acts are a violation of the State's 
Open Meetings Act because the removal 
Gecisions were made behind closed doors. 
FUC F77S7de 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DKR FOR HMP HUM 
MCL PKH SML UNH 


THE DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL, by Anne 
Frank. Doubleday. 


Challenged in Wise County, Va. in 1982 
due to protests of several parents who 
Said the book contains sexually offensive 
passages. Four members of the Alabama 
State Textbook Committee in 1983 called 
for the rejection of this title because it is 
3 “real downer” 

940.5348 F851di 

BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP MLO PKH SMi SOC UNH VV! WDB 


DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN SLANG, 
by Harold Wentworth and Stuart 
Flexner Crowell. 


Returned to the publisher after a parent 
compiained to the Stuart. Fla. middie 
school administration in 1979. Book was 
removed trom the Westminster. Colo. 
elementary and secondary school 
libraries in 1981 

427.08 W488ui3 

BAN BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD HMP 
HUVi UNH WDB : 


DOCTOR ZHIVAGO, by Boris Pasternak 
Ballantine. NAL. Pantheon. 


Moscow condemned the book in 

1958 refused to publish it. and vilified 
the author 

F P269do0 

BAR BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD HMP 
HUN MLO PKH SML UNH VVI WDB 


A BOLLS HOUSE. by Henn Ibsen 


Penguin 


Four members of the Alabama State 
Textooox Committee im 1983 Called for 
the revection of tbsen’s wort, because 
Y Mrepagates femimist views 

Various editions; please ask your 
librarian for assistance. 


DON QUIXOTE, by Saavedra Miguel 


ce Cervantes Methuen. NAL. 
Norton Random 


raced on the index Librorum Prohibi- 
terum in Madric for one sentence: 
“Works of charity negligently pertormed 
are of no worth” 
Various editions; please ask your 
bibrarian for assistance. 


DORIS BAY: HER OWN STORY, by Doris 
Day. Morrow 

Removed from two Anniston, Ala. high 
school libraries in 1982 due to the book's 
“shocking” contents particularly “in light 
of Miss Day's All-American image.” but 
was later reinstated on a restricted basis 
791.43028 D33zday 

fru BDY BVL CRK DKR HAD HMP HUM 


THE EXORCIST, by William P. Biatty. 
Bantam, Harper. 


Challenged in the Grinnell-Newburg, lowa 
school system as ‘vulgar and obscene by 
most religious standards.” Banned for 
use in Aurora, Colo. high school English 
classes in 1976 on the grounds of 
“immorality.” 

F BG137ex 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP HUM MLO PKH SML UNH WDB 


FANNY HILL, by John Cleland. 
Dell: Grove. 


Banned in Massachusetts in 1824 in the 
first known U.S. obscenity case. The 
highest court in New Jersey declared the 
book as obscene in 1963. It was seized 
in Berlin in 1965 and burned in 
Manchester, England and Japan that 
same year. 

F C5863me 

BAR BVL FOR HAD HUM WDB 


THE FIMER, by Bernard Malamud. Dell: 
Farrar; Pocket Books. 

Banned from use in Aurora, Colo. high 
schoo! English classes in 1976. Also 
removed from the tsland Trees, NY. 
Union Free School District high school 
library in 1976, but was later returned 
followine a U.S. Supreme Court decision. 
F M2913fi : 

BAR BVL CRK DKR FIE HAD HMP HUM 
MLO PKH UNH WDB 


FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS, by Ernest 
Hemingway. Scribner. 
Declared nonmailable by the U.S. Post 
Office in 1940. On Feb. 21. 1973. 11 
Turkish book publishers went on trial 
before an Istanbul martial faw tribunal on 
charges of publishing, possessing. and 
Selling books in violation of an order of 
the Istanbul martial law command. 

F H3745fo 

ATH BAR BYR CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP HUM MLO PKH UNH 


FOREVER, by Judy Blume. 
Bradbury Press 


Challenged at the Midvalley Junior-Senior 
High Schoo! in Scranton. Pa. in 1982 
because it contains “four-letter words 
and talked about masturbation. birth 
contro: and disobedience to parents” 
Book wes also challenged at the Howard. 
Suamicc. Wis high schoct in 1983 
because “it demoralizes marta! sex” 

In Cecar Rapids iowa. the book was 
Challenged in 1984 at the pubiic library 
Decause it is “pornography and expiores 
areas God didn't intend to expiore outside 
of marrage” 

Y FiC B6256fo 

TH BAR BDY BVL BYR CRK DAL FIE 
FOR FPT HAD HUM MLO PKH SML UNH 
VVi WDB 


FROM WERE TO ETERNITY, by James 
Jones. Dell. Dial 


Banned in Holyoke and Springfield. Mass. 
and in Denver in 1951, 

F S7225tr 

CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD HMP HUM MLO 
PKH SML UNH WDB 


GARGANTUA & PANTAGRUEL, 
by Francois Rabelais Penguin 


Blacklisted by the French Parliament in 


1533, censored by the Sorbonne in 1582: 


banned by Henry II and listed on the 
index Librorum Prohibitorum in Rome 
in 1564: United States litted ban in 1930, 
but the book was banned in South Africa 
in 1938 

842 Rttw 

HUM MLO 


THE GINGER MAN, by John P Donleavy. 
Delacorte: Dell. 


Originally published by Girodias in Paris. 

Author expurgated the text himse'f to 

permit publication in England in 1955, 
18gi 


FIE HUM MLO PKH 


GO ASK ALICE. Anonymous. Avon: 
Prentice-Hall. 


Removed from school libraries in 
Kalamazoo. Mich. in 1974: Levittown. NY. 
in 1975; Saginaw, Mich. in 1975; Eagle 
Pass, Texas in 1977: Trenton. NJ. in 
1977, and North Bergen, NJ. in 1980, 
Reasons given include “objectionable” 
language and explicit sexual scenes. 

Also challenged in schoo! districts in New 
York. Minnesota, Mississippi. and Pagosa 
Springs, Colo. In St. Petersburg, Fla. 
written parental permission was required 
to check out the book from a middle 
school library. 

F GS533 

ATH BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR 
HAD HMP HUM MLO PKH SML UNH 
VVI WDB 


GOD'S LITTLE ACRE, by Erskine 


Caldwell. NAL. 


Sued in 1933 for obscenity, but acquit- 
ted. Banned in Irefand in 1948, Australia 
in 1960. and Massachusetts in 1950 as 
indecent. obscene, and impure. 

F €4252g0 

BDY CRK FIE FOR HAD HMP HUM 
PKH UNH 

F €1Z52god 

ATH BAR HUM MLO 


GONE WITH THE WIND, by Margaret 
Mitchell, Avon. Macmillan. 


Banned from the Anaheim. Calif. Union 

High Schvol District English classrooms 

in 1978. Challenged in the Waukegan. Il! 
School district in 1984 because the novel 
uses the werd “nigger” 

F M6345q0 


ATH BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE 


FOR HAD HMP HUM MLO PKH UNH 
VVi WDB 


GRAPES OF WRATH, by John Stenbeck 
Penguin. Vining , 

Burnec by the St Louis Pedic Lioras, in 
1939 and darrea from the Butalo Pudic 
Library that same year on the grouncs 
that “vuigar words were uses Bar-:4 
in Kansas City Mo and in Kern County. 
Calif (tne scene of the nove’: beth 

in 1939 and in Ireland in 1953 Alsc 
Chaliengec in Istanbul. Turke, Agaitionai 
Chalierges were heard in the Vernan. 
Verona-Sheri:i NY schoo, district in 
1980 and in Richforc. Vt in 1984 

FIC $8194gr 

ATH BAR BDY BYL CRK DAL DKR FE 
FOR HAD HMP HUM MLO PKH Shi 
UNH VV 


THE GROUP, by Mary McCarthy 
Harcourt. 


Challenged in Terre Haute. Ind in 1982 
aS optional reading in an elective English 


PES ee ln enh tprememereeipinene 


- course for jumor and senior high 
schoo! students. 

F M126145 

BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE HAD HUM 
UNH 


THE HEADLESS HORSEMAN RIDES 
TONIGHT AND OTHER POEMS TG 
TROUBLE YOUR SLEEP, by Jack 
Prelutsky. Greenwillow. 


Challenged at the Victor Elementary 
Schoo! media center in Rochester. N Y. 
in 1982 because { “was too frightening 
for your chiidren to read 

j811 PS15ne 

ATH BAR BYL BYR CHL CRK DAL DKR 
FOR HAD HMP MCL MLO PKH SML 
UNH VVI WDB 


A HERO AIN'T NOTHIN’ BUT A 
SANDWICH, by Alice Childress. Avon: 
Coward: Putnam. 


Removed from Isiand Trees. N.Y. Union 
Free School District high schoo! library 
in 1976. along with nine other books 
because they were considered “immoral, 
anti-American, anti-Christian. or just plain 
filthy” Returned to the library after the 
U.S. Supreme Coun ruling on June 25, 
1982 in Board of Education, istand 
Trees Union Free School District No. 
26, et al. v. Pica, et al., 457 U S. 853 
(1982) Aiso removed from school 
libraries in San Antomo. Texas and 
Savannah. Ga. 

Y C4384he 

BAR CRK DAL DKR FIE FOR HAD PKH 
UNH WDB 


HOWL AND OTHER POEMS, by Allen 
Ginsberg City Lights 

Seized in 1957 by US Customs officials 
in San Francisco. 

811 G435he 

CRK FIE HUM 


| KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS, 
by Maya Angelou. Bantam. 

Four members of the Alabama State Text- 
book Committee calied for its rejection in 
1983 because Angelous work preaches 
“bitterness and hatred against whites. 
326.92 A584an 

ATH BAR BDY BYL CRK DAL DKR FIE 
FOR HMP MLO PKH SML SOC UNH 

VVI WDB 


IN THE NIGHT KITCHEN, by Maurice 
Sencaax Harper. 

Removed from the Norridge. Ili school 
library in 1977 Gue to “nudity for no 
curpose” Expurgatec in Springtie’d Mo 
that same year Sy raving shcts on the 
nude SCy 

jE § 

BDY BVi CH. CRK DAL DKR FOR HAD 
HMP SCL Mio PKR SME UNH VV! WDB 


IN THE SPIRIT OF CRAZY HORSE, 


} Pe oa oy, 9 scecct ee. 
bp, Peter Mammesse? Vieng 


South Dakota Goverzar William Jo Jankiov: 


¢ 


7-3 


JULIE OF THE WOLVES, oy Jean 
Craigneac George Harper 
“Chaterges in Mexica Mo in 1982 
because of the books Ssociaust 


communist. evolutionary anc anti-iamily 
themes. 

j G2979ju 

ATH BDY BYR CHL CRK DRK FIE FOR 
HAD HMP MLO PKH 


THE JUNGLE, by Unton Sinclair Airmont; 
Bantam. Bentley: NAL. Penguin. 


Banned from public libraries in Yugoslavia 
in 1929 and burned in the Nazi bonfires 
because of Sinclair's socialist views in 
1933. The book also was banned in East 
Germany as inimical to communism 

F $615Siu 

ATH BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD HIVP 
HUM MLO PKH VVI WDB 


KEEPING FAITH: MEMORIES OF A 
PRESIDENT, by Jimmy Carer. Bantam. 


Banned from the 1983 Moscow Interna- 
tional Book Fair, along with more than 50 
other books. because it is “anti-Soviet.” 
972.926 C245zcar 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DAL FIE HAD HMP 
HUM MLO PKH SML SOC UNH VV! WDB 


LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER, 
by DH Lawrence. Bantam, Grove: 
NAL. Random. 


Banned by U.S. Customs in 1929: banned 
in freland in 1932: in Poland in 1932. 

in Australia in 1959: and Canada in 
1960-1962 

F L432tadm 

ATH BAR BVL FIE HAD HMP HUM MLO 
UNH WDB 


LATHE OF HEAVEN, by Ursula 
K LeGuin Aven 


Challenged on a Washouga!. Wash. high 
school reading list in 1984 because it 
contained “proiuse profanity” 

F L534La 

BAR BVL DKR FIE FOR HAD HUM SML 
UNH WDB 


THE LEARNING TREE, by Gordon Parks. 
Fawcett, Harper. 


Temporarily banned from the junior high 
school in Cneyenne. Wyo. in 1976. 
Citizens United tor Responsible Education 
demanded that the nove! be removed - 
from the Montgomery County, Md - 
schoo! system in 1978. Subject of a court 
challenge by the Morai Majority of 
Washington state in Mead. Wash. in 
1982 because it includes “objectionable 
material. swearing, obscene lanquage, 
expicit detali Of premarital Sexual inter- 
course. othe’ lewd behavior, specific 
biasohemies against Jesus Christ and 
excessive wolence and murder” The case 
was dismissec by US. District Court 
Jucge Robert McNichsis. 

F P2375Le 

BDY CRK FE HAD HMP HUM MLO PKH 
SML UNH WDB 


LEAVES OF GRASS, by Wal! Whitman. 
Agler Doupiecay. Holt. Norton Penguin 
The distric’ attorney in Boston threatened 
criminal scasecution in 1887 unless the 
volume vas expurgated The book was 
eatherae; > Boston 

Various editions; please ask your 
librarian fer assistance. 


LORD OF THE FLIES, Dy Wiiiam 
Goiding Coward 

Chavtenged :> Dalias in 1974. chalienged 
a’ the mgr schoo! in Sulty Buttes. 

S Da in 1981. and challenged at Owen. 
N.C high school Decause the book 1s 
‘demoralizing inasmuch as it implies thal 
man is We more than an anima!” 

FIC GS647Lo 

ATH BAR BODY BYL CRK DKR FIE HAD 
HMP HUM MLO PKH UNH VVi WOB 


LOVE IS ONE OF THE CHOICES, 
by Norma Klein. Dial 


Removed from the Evergreen School 
District in Vancouver, Wash. in 1983 
along with 29 other titles. The American 
Civil Liberties Union of Washington has 
filed suit protesting the action. 

Y F K6754Lo 

ATH BVL CRK HAD HUM MLO UNH 
VVI WDB 


MAN AND SUPERMAN, by George 
Bernard Shaw. Airmont: Penguin. 


The New York Public Library withdrew it 
from public shelves in 1905 because 
books “caiculated to make light of dis- 
honesty and criminality were worse than 
books merely indecent in statement.” 


828 S534m 
DKR FIE HUM MLO PKH SML WDB 


THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES, by 
Ray Bradbury. Bantam. 


Challenged at the Haines City, Fla. high 
school in 1982 due to several instances 
of profanity and the use of God's name 
in vain in the work. 


F B719ma 

BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP HUM MLO PKH SML UNH 

VVI WDB 


MEMOIRS OF HECATE COUNTY, 
by Edmund Wilson. Godine, Octagon. 


Confiscated by the New York City police 
from four- Doubleday bookshops after the 
New York Society for Suppression of Vice 
charged that it was salacious and lascivi- 
ous in 1946. Banned from the U.S. mail 
in 7956. 

FIC WG68824me 

HUM 


THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, by William 
Shakespeare Airmont. Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press. Methuen. NAL. Penguin, 
Pocket Books; Washingion Square. 


Eliminated from the high schoo! curricula 
of Buffalo and Manchester, N-Y. in 1931. 
A group of Jewish parents in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. went to court in 1949 claiming that 
the asssignment of Shakespeares play 
to senior high school literature classes 
violated the rights of their children 

to receive an education free of 

religious Dias. 

Various editions; please ask your 
librarian for assistance. 


MY DARLING, MY HAMBURGER,” 
by Pau! Zinde! Bantarn: harper. 


Removed from the Frazee. Minn. school 
library in 1973, Lyons NY. elementary 
schoo! library in 1976, and Hiawatha. 
lowa public library in 1979. Challenged in 
Champaign. lil. in 1980 and Jefferson 
County, Ky in 1982. 

Y F Z267?my 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP HUM MLO PKH SMi UNH WDB 


NIGHT OF FIRE AND BLOOD, 

by Leo P Kelley Childrens 

Found unsuitable for younger children in 
Aurora, Colo. in 1984 because it deals 
with “violence and self-mutilation” 

Y F K287Sni 

BAR HUM PKH SML WOD8 


OLIVER TWIST, by Charles Dickens. 
Airmont. Bantam. Dodd. NAL, Oxford 
University Press, Penguin. 


A group of Jewish parents in Brooklyn, 
NY. went to court in 1949 claiming the 
assignment of the novel to senior high 
school Itterature ciasses violated the 


’ 


rights of their children to freedom from 
religious bias. 

Various editions; please ask your 
librarian for assistance. 


ONE BAY iN THE LIFE OF IVAN 
DENISOVICH, by Alexsandr Solzhenitsyn. 
Dutton: Farrar, NAL. 


Barred from publication in the Soviet 
Union, the author was stripped of Soviet 
citizenship and deported in 1974. The 
book was removed from the Milton, N.H. 
high school library in 1976 due to objec- 
tionable language. — 

FIC S693on 

BAR BVL CRK FIE HAD HMP HUM MLO 
PKH SML UNH WDB 


OWE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO'S NEST, 
by Ken Kesey. NAL; Penguin; Viking. 


Removed from the required reading list in 
Westport, Mass. in 1977. Banned irom 
the St. Anthony, Idaho Freemont High 
School classrooms in 1978 and the 
instructor was fired Chalienged in the 
high school in Merrimack, N.H. in 1982. 
F K48on 

BAR BDY BVL CRK FIE FOR HAD HMP 
HUM MLO PKH SML UNH WDB 


ORDINARY PEOPLE, by Judith Guest. 
Ballantine; Hall; Viking. 


Temeorarily banned in Enon, Ohio in 
1981 trom jumor and senior high school 
English classrooms. Challenged at the 
high school in Merrimack. N.H. in 1982 
after a parent found the novel obscene 
and depressing. 

F &938or 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HMP 
HUM UNH 


QUR BOOBIES, OURSELVES, by the 
Boston Women’s Health Book Collective. 
Simon & Schuster. 


Removed from high schoo! libraries in 
Townshend, Vt. in 1975; Pinellas County, 
Fla. in 1975, in Morgantown, W.Va. in 
1977. and in Helena, Moni. in 1978. The 
book was challenged in Amherst. Wis in 
1982 due to its “pornographic” nature 
and in Three Rivers. Mich. 

301.412 BES9ou (1873) 

ATH BDY BVL CRK DKR HAD SOC UNH 
301.412 B6S7ou2 {1976} 

BAR BVL BYR DAL FOR HMP MCL MLO 
PKH SOC UNH WDB 


PORTNOY’S COMPLAINT, by Philip Roth. 
Bantam: Ransom. 


Many libraries were attacked tor carrying 
this novel, and some librarians jobs 
were threatened. 

F R7425po 

ATH BAR BVL CRK FIE HMP HUM MLO 
PKH UNH WDB 


RABBIT RUN, by John Updike. Fawcett 


Restricted to high school students with 
parental permission in the six Aroostock 
County, Maine community libranes in 
1976 because of passages in the book 
dealing with sex and an extramarital attair. 
F U665ra 

ATH BAS BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE HAD 
HMP HUM PKH UNH 


RAISIN IN THE SUN, Dy Lorraine 
Hansberry Random. 


Responding to cnticisms from an anti- 
pornography organization. the Ogden. 
Utah schoo! district restncied circulation 
of Hansberry’s play in 1979 

812 419Gra 

ATH BAR CRK DAL FIE FOR HMP HUM 


MLO PKH UNH WDB 


THE ROLLING STONE ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF ROCK AWD ROLL, 
edited by Jim Miller Random 


Challenged in Jefferson County. Ky. in 
1982 because it “will cause our children 
to become immoral and indecent.” 

784 R65 

BVL CRK DAL FIE HAD HUM PKH 

UNH WDB 


ROSEMARY’S BABY, by Ira Levin. 
Dell: Random. 


Removed frorn the required reading list 
in Westport. Mass. in 1977 and banned 
from use in Aurora, Colo. high school 
Engitsh classes in 1976 on grounds of 
“immorality.” 

F L5735re 

BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD 
HMP HUM SML UNH 


SALOME, by Oscar Wilde. Collins. 


Lord Chamberlain withheld the play 
license in 1892 on the grounds that it 
introduced biblical characters. The book 
was Danned in Boston in 1895. 

822 W64pin 

BAR BVL HAD HMP HUM PKH UNH 


THE SCARLET LETTER, by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. Bantam: Dell; Bedd, Holt: 
Houghton: Modern Library, NAL. Norton, 


Subject of savage attacks by moraiists in 
1852 The National Board of Vensorship 
forced tne producers of the {:!m version 
te change a few things: for exampie. 
Hester must get married. 

Various editions: please ask your 
Ubrarian ior assistance. 


A SEPARATE PEACE, by John Knowles. 
Bantam. Dell, Macmii'an, 

Challenged in Vernon-Verona-Sherill, NY. 
schooi district in 1980 as a “filthy, trashy 
sex novel.” 

F K756se 

BAR BDY BVL CRK FIE FOR HAD HMP 
HUM MLO PKH UNH WDB 


THE SHINING, by Stenhen King Doubieday 


Challenged in the Campbell County. Wyo. 
school system in 1983 because “the 
story contains violence, demonic posses- 
sion and ridicules the Christian religion.” 
The nove! is now available to all students 
in graces 7-12, at the discretion of district 
librarians 

F KS5885sh 

ATH BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR 
HAD HMP HUM MLO PKH SML UNH VVI 
WDB 


SISTER CARRIE, by Theodore Dreiser 
Airmont, Bantam: Bobbs-Merrii!, Hoit. 
Houghton. Penguin. 


Suppressed in New York City in 1900 
Still banned in Vermont aue to a 1958 
action, 

F D87Ssi 

BAR CRK DKR FIE HAD KMP HUM PKH 
SML UNH 

F D815sis 

BVL HUM MLO 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE-FIVE, by Kurt 
Vonnegut. Jr Dell. Dial 


Challenged in many communities but 
bummed in Drake, N Dak in 1973. Banned 
in Rochester Mich. because the nove! 
“contains and makes references to reii- 
gious matters” An appellate court upheld 
its useage in the school in Todd v. 
Rochester Community Schools, 41 
Mich App 320. 200 NW 24 90 (1972) 
Barred from purchase at the Washington 


Park High School in Racine, Wis. in 1984. 
F V899si 

ATH BAR BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE FOR 
HAD HMP HUM PKH UNH VVi WDB 


SOUL OW ICE, by Eldridge Cleaver, 
Dell, McGraw-Hill. 


Barred in 1969 from elective courses in 
black studies by California Superintendent 
of Instruction. Challenged at the Green- 
wich. Conn. high school brary in 1975 
because the book is “crime provoking 
and anti-American as well as obscene 
and pornographic.” Book was one of ten 
books banned in Island Trees, NY. and 
returned to the Library following a US. 
Supreme Court decision in 1982. 
326.92 C582cl 

BVL CRK FIE HMP PKH SOC UNH WDB 


SPOON RIVER ANTHOLOGY, by 
Edgar Lee Masters. Buccaneer 
Books; Macmillan. 


Several students brought suit against the 
Scioto-Darby school district in Hilliard, 
Ohio in 1974 for removing two pages 
because the poems were “inappropriate” 
and their language possibly offensive. 
The case was dismissed in Kramer v. 
Sciate-Darby City Schoo! District, 


~ Civil Action 72-406, Southern District of 


Chic, 1974. 

871 M39spi 

ATH BDY BVL CRK DKR FIE HAD HMP 
HUM MLO SML UNH 

611 M39spr 

FIE FOR HMP HUM PKH 


STEPPENWOLF, by Hermann Hesse. Holt. 


Challenged at the Glenwood Springs. 
Coio. high schoo! tibrary in 1982 due to 
the boox’s references to lesbianism, her- 
maphrucsiism, Sexual perversion. drug 
use. & er anc insanity. 


F Hae 

BDYE OKR FIE FOR HMP HUM 
PKH Ui 

F H467st2 


FIE HAD HUM MLO UNH VVI WDB 


STUDS LONIGAN: A TRILOGY, by James 
Farrell. Avon: Vanguard 

YOUNG LONIGAN was published in 1932 
with the notice that it was “limned to 
physicians, social workers, teachers, and 
other persons having a professional 
interest in the psychology of adoles- 
cence’ Banned in Canada in 1942, 
seized in Philadelphia in 1948. banned 
in St Cloud Minn in 1953 and banned 
in Overseas libranes controlied by the U.S. 
information Agency. 

F E244st 

BDY CRK FIE HAD HMP HUM MLO 

PKH UNH 


SYLVESTER AND THE MAGIC PEBBLE, 
by Willam Steig. Simon & Schuster. 


The lliino:s Police Association wrote 

to librarians in 1977 asking them to 
remove the boon pecause its characters. 
all shown as animals. present police as 
pigs — though 'n tavorabie portrayals. 
Similar preplems were reportec in 11 
other States 


| : 
ATH BAR BYVL CHL CRK DAL DKR FIE 
FOR KAD HMP MCL MLO SML UNH VVI 
WDB 


TARZAN OF THE APES, by Edgar Rice 
Burroughs Bahantine. 


Removed trom the Los Angeles Public 
Library in 1929 because Tarzan was 
allegedly fving in sin with vane 

F BS453ta0 

BAR 8DY CRK HUM PKH WDB 


TELL WE HOW LONG THE TRAIN’S 
BEEN GONE, by James Baldwin. 
Dial; Dell. 


Four members of the Alabama State Text- 
book Committee called for its rejection in 


_ 1983 because Baldwin's work preaches 


“bitterness and hatred against whites.” 
F BiS3te 
BDY CRK FOR HUM MLO PKH UNH WDB 


TELL ME THAT YOU LOVE ME, JUNIE 
MOON, by Majorie Kellogg. Farrar. 


Challenged in the Frederick County, Md. 
school system in 1978 because it teaches 
that “it’s all right to do things against 
society's rules.” 

F K289Ste 

ATH BAR BVL CRK DKR HAD HMP HUM 
MLO SML UNH WDB 


THAT WAS THEN, THIS IS NOW, 
by Susie E. Hinton. Dell: Viking. 


Challenged in the Pagosa Springs, Colo. 
school system in 1983 because a parent 
objected to the “graphic languasie. sub- 
ject matter. ‘immoral tone. and :ack of 
lnerary quality” 

YF H5S75th 

BDY BVL CRK DAL FIE FOR HAD HMP 
HUM MLO PKH SML UNH VVI WDB 


THE THREE BILLY GOATS GRUFR Harcourt. 


Challenged in the elementary school 
library in Eagie Point. Oreg in 1984 
because the story was too wolent 
for children 

j398.3 A79Sth 

BAR BDY BVL BYR CHL CRK DKR 
FIE FOR HAD HMP MLO PKH SML 
UNH WDB 


TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD, 
by Lee Harper. Lippincott/Harpe:. 
Popular Library 


Chalienged in Eden Valley, Minn. 19. 1977 
and temporarily banned due to words 
“damn” ana “whore ‘ady” used in the - 
novel. The Warren. Ind Township 
schools challenged the book in 1981 
because the novel does “psychological 
damage to the positive integration ° 
process” and “represents insitutionalized 
racism under the guise of good titera- 
ture” After unsuccessfully banning Lee's 
novel. three Diack parents resigned from 
the township human relations advisory 
board. 

FIC L4976to 

BAR BVL CRK DAL OKR FIE FOR 

HAD HMP HUM MLO PKK SML UNH 
VVI WDB 


TROPIC OF CANCER, by Henry 
Miller. Grove. 


Banned from U.S. Customs in 1934. 

In 1964. the US. Supreme Cour said the 
neve! was not’ obscene. 

F M61143tr 

BVL CRK DKR FOR HMP HUM MLO PKR 
SML UNH \WDB 


ULYSSES, by James Joyce. Farrar: 
Modern Library; Random/Vintage. 


Burned in the United States in 1918. 
in lrefand in 1922, in Canada in 1922. 
and in Engiand in 1923, 

F J85ub 

ATH BVL HAD HUM MLG PKH VVI 


THE VALACH! PAPERS, by Peter Maas. 
Putnam: Bantam. 


The U.S. Department of Justice sued the 
author to restrain the book's publication 
in 1966. - 

364.1406 M269ma 

BAR CRK DKR FIE FOR HAD HMP MLO 
PKH SOC WDB 


VALLEY OF HORSES, by Jean M. Auel. 
Bantam: Crown. 


Challenged in the public library in 
Bastrop, Texas in 1985 because “the 
book violates Texas obscenity laws.” 
FIC ASt5vaL 

ATK BAR BDY BVL BYR CRK DAL FIE 
FOR HAD HMP HUM MCL MLO PKH 
SML UNH WDB 


WHAT'S HAPPENING TO ME?, by Peter 
Mayle. Stuart. 


Challenged and eventually moved from 

the children’s section to the adult shelves 
in the public library in Henderson. Ney 
That decision, made in 1983. was based 
on the critique that the book is “too sex- 
uaily explicit and unsuitable for children.” 
YS12.661 M4S3wh 

ATH BVL BYR HAD PKH SCI SME 

UNH WDB 


WHERE THE SIDEWALK ENDS, by She! 
Silverstein Harper. 


Challenged at the Xenia. Onio schoo! 
libraries in 1983 because the book is 
“anti-Christian. against parental and 
school authorities and emphasized the 
use Of drugs and sexual activity” 

j811 SS87wh 

ATH BAR BDY BVL CHL CRK DAL FIE 
FOR HAD HMP MCL MLO PKH SML 
UN VVI WOB 


WILT, by Wilt Chamberiain. 

Warner. Macmillan 

Banned from the middie schoci brary in 
Gaylord. Mich in 1975 because studerts 
“are more interested in learning haw tc 
Griddle and shoot” thar in his of-court 
activities 


- 796.323 €355zcham 


DAL FIE HMP HUM MLO UH 


WORKING, by Studs Terkel Pantheon 


Challenged in Wales. Wis in 1978 aue to the 
books “obscene language” Re novec 


from an Optoral reading list im the high 
schoo: in South Kitsap. Wash in 1962 
because the chapter “Hooker gemeaneg 
Marita; Siatus and degraded the sexua’ act 
331.20973 T27Zwo 

BAR BOY BV. CRK DKR HAD HMP Mio 
PKH SC! UNH 


Denver Public Library Censorship 
and Libranes exhibition and related 


community events. 


September 8-October 19, 1986 


in cooperation with the 
Amencan Library Association 
Otice of intellectua! Freedom 
National Endowment for the 
Humanttes. and The New 
York Public Library 


THE THIRTEEN LOGICAL FALLACIES 


. OVER-GENERALIZING [Secondum Quid]: Jumping to conclusions 
from one or two cases. 


. THIN ENTERING WEDGE: A special type of over-generalizing 
involving prediction. If this is done, then that — usually dire — will 
follow. 


. GETTING PERSONAL [Ad Hominem]: Forsaking the issue to attack 
the character of its defender. 


. "YOU'RE ANOTHER" [Tu Quoque]: My point may be bad but yours is 
just as bad, so that makes it quits. 


. CAUSE AND EFFECT [Post Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc]: If event B comes 
after event A, then it is assumed to be the result of A. 


. FALSE ANALOGIES: This situation, it is argued, is exactly like that 
situation — but it isn't. 


. WISE MEN CAN BE WRONG [Ad Verecundiam]: Clinching an 
argument by an appeal to authority. 


. "FIGURES PROVE": A subclass of the above, especially popular in 
America today. 


. APPEAL TO THE CROWD [Ad Populum]: Distorting an issue with 
mass prejudices. 


10.ARGUING IN CIRCLES [Circulus in Probando]: Using a conclusion to 


prove itself. 


11."SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHS": Trying to win an argument by saying 


"everybody knows" it must be true. 


12.BLACK OR WHITE: Forcing an issue with many aspects into just two 


sides, and so neglecting important shades of gray. 


13.GUILT BY ASSOCIATION: Making a spurious identification between 


two dissimilar persons or events. 


\ 


Ma 
ie 
at 
P 
i 
a 


co 


& 
; ia ae Tn . s x4 er | fgg a 
iat aL ae (es elm | LU 

ca rn Co 7 Hai Hit eos af es al 


——— — 


2 ee ~ 


uf, uu : oe 


i aac a wen: nes i =_= " Ya 
. . yo R. bt ‘7 iS SS i abt & 
~ ‘memes. . HLS = Seam | 


att 


ae : “2 
— Sat es mo ae ee Lage aren Oui nia ans 


a 


%% i 


SLY Bt j 
ame tu , 


on eo load 


oT ie il 
il 


swe, e2ac 


. 


Ne pert hee rete om > 


PROG SEARO oO Pay i 
woe ria - - 
ae 


a naye 


von he 8 tt 
3 he th erty 
ahi estas fe | ad 
zee fs 


335 


nn te geared teen S. 


pcre 


he OR ely 2 aN teat FY 


Ot ee ae ee ee 


~ 


d eeimes 


— pews ° - 7 


os 


———s 


th wo tb Vecwbieiicane 
t 
t 
H . ’ ‘ 
1 La Sg - 
‘ 
{ 4 
. ‘ | 
; en mee Seen 
+N tas ocean ' 
ath A me oes ee 
- one oe tee ¥ 
Ee ee | ph mreer & Ay 
nme eee ay pew . - G 
. 
Sern . . ad 
tm we ee! a 
- : . ‘ . — 
| hen toon 5 w oe : tes 
prs Lice cehe peti Wa Neeeteprar. | 1 fe 
ont 90 Aileen ina! Sabeore iene ens dn ed aapebbces bettie I Gi wewinee wae a eae eas: ry, % ote : 
* = , a hy ree: a8 rd é 
SEE PENS I EO RT LDN RTE Pat : § gi “Pepe 6s 6 
. . ¢ , » i ‘ 
en a oe ens en ping ew bet ey teh uk ce eth” y eg A 
eke ee ene eet ee 3 § t- 4 
 ceieaemegemennneenendiinaics etait ee z : 
\eeemesceae vase “ ~~ a —- _~. 
r Si maeaain | 
nt wee anata ms.gvie 0.) 06:0 wee ng tarndo site ao} 
eS SEA b~-— SOS akibacaht tan sea 
ee Aenea FFF nM) wirneseme ime 
Qh aor sowess. ‘ ep Santis Plohes 4p whe asare sased 
‘ . ors os 
ee eee ° eed ote er emer © “ower es 
demi apie ented: de yams. léensone A. + a ret eee | MJ 
ec ewaeiceie Glue ped ip poet Gites bh sents peed 
cle le the ee eg tal pets been mae rn le ‘ 
. 


feed ck Sid. , Niacasaghillly de ecdipay Ginake 


ae eT ERS SRT et ON 


ee ee Oe Nein eMlarine sie enw 4 


Come SE en mene te eo wee 
‘ * 


waits tw A ove. 


: ¥ ri * . 
Webs EL i i a tees oo as 


Sr ant t wet cere tee chine Steen! ide caps Sryionsiondmventcmeneendt 
Ftc een neven! Lindbes bases abel Mina HL: iin 
Tne a re it lt cern ate mente nti a te ae aed 
 tataeeieeeEntaieieseeeeti¢ndieidosmedieh te ee 


Poteet ene nee ee Ri glep etetencte pe + * 


OE oe PPO Ratha Pee EEA oy AER a 


i 2 ; 

FO a ee we ae re recite he een 

ba et tte ee Ce ee ee 
weer eney tn oe 

ry ‘ 


ROVE FEC RAE RS STIG 
: ; 


“ 
Peer lade ¢ 


TERE cae yr le ts ea Bigr te ty nl tobie emer be: 
bn ed Aetrnyg a Obs aR a teed ow) 


pte nen tet Ast *s M Sa ; ; ; — Fe 
. : ‘ 3 5 


win 


GWA TR MG 
\ Es ‘ 
E ORS ATSITS ERDNE 


ee ea eee ey er ee 


re ae 


rece 


= 


nn ee ee ee 
(Oa - 


| 


#3 


: 


ear ee 


t 


. ¥ 4 
I Seether al ee ee ee 


: { ‘ ai 
em nrerer mates eet we a AN Cee tne we OF OK laaale him ee ang ewe Hit songs wbidy ed tee 


Ae : 4 
wee +e Hees MP 
ns Peed 


os 


retell Oren ome oe nm etna on Ne tee ee y ; Py conites bea R ~ iar 
‘ . ’ t v ; ’ 


2 * 


damon oti epee ye sie geht ege nN. 


oT BENE Hp GE DT CRD 22 SF eS) © 
We Seka ey 
ator ae ee ep eee S 
.. : : 


is ; 
SN } Rg si 

momen aed de tem aine + tegen bod q AN ah im at alee motes tag 
* \ rte 


tO Ahps sar Ae pe 


as ” 


aie) 


Rie 


33, 


ee 


: o ce Ar apnnne meneeerremneend 
f 7 
( = - eae | 
“ ' eS i 
ers ~ ma eee ee es ae nee tenn mene amerceen yp peenvenameretnenercaten ee 
- if cc bi ‘ 
. : sit ESS SET REA SME ee NIST ARIES 
, e nt $ 
s : ; t : Neto mm sperms tree nee ton nents cep tme en nemtnnne tae tad ¥ 
he \ ak Ee. Sy Seen eet Share pcemne te paip shin ine wan a inuan chaaeigaagineS Pe 
& i mart } in tn re et eee emer 
dW es Gi was Ge ks Bee Bn ee eS 
; aA ve 5 : 3 ‘ sigs 4 
pe is eae im + oe ae here at tr tren een ener et 
4 ; 4 . & ? = 7 
: ( 5 ; way ee See riers Sep Sl Sas tt 0 tape eaier epieweteae md 
= - i ‘ 
3 } Tt nee nee a neeerneee Semi 
. : > sete coat $e peer oo Dn ree tee ee a ae eee tee ee 
3 H 
Bi ‘ : 4 Sr en sn tet ae tear ene errant er ee nena ecto 
ere mee Ato Ce 
42 5. 
%, f: , 5 ee Cee ee Oe 
; : \ SEE OE ee ates SE BOAO 
: _ _. y 4 ; ia + 
; ; y ' Laas Sana fe a eametane ees oreerewmer ners eee aw, 
: = Fi aS i SCE ag eee ee es A 
: : ; : Jf USELESS 5, BER as EASES. 
: : > aN ~ 
: : 2 B ; : ¢ emt ene $f en nd Om) daeyey rinses armneemneee of 
: R sd f } on eee emo teen + ome 
; ~ fiNe - ; ~- ~ ae osiews mere 
* J . 4 ~ = - - — 4 
- - . ° 3 . 
3 t Te opener semmene I 
: SN SATS 
Le ne | 
H 
: cn rer eae PORE nen 
‘ 
H 1 
. > ¢/ Hq 
> a. - / 
. - > ; 
» me mA ! 
-s %. . ~ . . yas ° } 
2. “ Sk ! 
4 $e af Ps % 
. “ x = , . i 
¥ ‘ . <= co ay ay 
=> 2 Z : S 
ees n \ 
‘ 3 sok, ek r. : N % 
- oe ; 5 : 
: 2 - a a ~ > 
ww s - * ; J 
- . cS ] Ps 
+ * 
= A 
= J t 
‘ ‘ 
» & - bo at _ » 


Bh iPeaee % M * 
ch &\OISTS PROIECT 
cae merely eat 


man tee ake. tne 


Se a ee Renate Cg Ee) Oa ee ety 
somerset aie Yabigtn dri As Se ney 


a oeRe 


DOM IN 


ee 


| 
| 


X 


ce : i 
i 7 : ae 
GALES ra boi : 
bd gets, 
ee } P Ss ‘ 
og } 3 
Bee Wee f . 
q So late eet ic Sees! bey” § 5 
t : pine 7 Le 
eer, es al 
) : SIE ath Fa pages 
hed . 1 ¢ 
ess alae ee 
Vest ; 4 Side wien Pat } 
ee race hi 
eG a ; 
: > ; wo eee 
fer} ; eee ae 
9 oa | ee" 
i { " a any EO ae, 
f , : , 1 
estes he 
eas Seer eae 4 . : 
REE H , & 
o589 , 
‘ ear, een : 
is : . 
baba : 
A Pies Gi : ; : ior 
. ‘ . , : 
Ties aca ee 
i f 2 ? 5 
ren P 
f Rt 
é 
Los | 
\ H ‘ rer 
Ky : Q 
rthitie aac acc! aha 
; CominT RD) 
/ ‘ * 4 
: f be nr i . 
Fen eee AN 
f eat i i XS! aN : ate Baty i 
te t \ a Zar ; ' ' = Fxt 1 Magers 3 : Ged HR 
hed Bees abo Ean So Welty Page hee 
egee LL : coe { hee wiser | EE Ga 


eolaa! ot Ks Tis O° | eecerncineeneetnaeermanee ee presi meee sete . oy ‘ 4 : rh 
Hed FBR : : 
. In" FOOT IG «< 3 , 


LDALE # ELISABETH PATTERSON 3. 
PYVERGREEA = SUMSE THE IGH TT Bie. 


« oer os 
= BAO fe 
i 
' , here Ay 
‘ 4 fie: 


ep sg tee: 
+ HEX SA 
LAA. Aha 


fe pe 2a! 
ie 


Shenton clin = Se Setniy een sing ates Sansa Kg ip neti hak ere emerpmere shine wkenears 


re 5 


7a 
, f om 
Boars Ne aepe 


nn re re ee een = ene et et 


Fe ae) aan ead ae 
RETRO eras 
SES 


a 


DOLIBLE PLATES | 


ge My te camel a Ble an ae ee Seg Rete 


Ww > 


zivu" STUBS 16°O.€ 


9 ey OER eee RR Ee AN TNE: wane y 


POR AES 
FIBRE GLASS: 


INSULA TO 


of 
| 
| 


I 


: 

i 

{ 

: 

t “, 

H : 
Peseta | Ee i Bast ; 
RRS a 2G feet eae pct Tee et AGN es 


OB LAAT Fe Yor Paneer OO ta” 


2°x% Joss 16" Oc. 


WE BILL SB ERLER 


ee 


pees 


+= 


OA ee. eee mets gee mene 


Poamn ha Sew traces a «n= rear eeens mete Denen ern te me + 
> ‘ ? 


Ore: 


aati ape ora 


bees 


a 
? 
B «1 
4 
we 
ts Al See | 


sfiereestinaraesnaatinns 


4F ye wi 


ice 


~ hitS { 
“eb PM PRINS 


12 


oct 


1pTOER sgh he 
145 ROT. 


2 ie : 
tae en. a Sa > 
be Lan Y | ey hae 

. I ae a 
é 3 LS bes 


yet 


St nme 


— 


ee 


a see Ree 


eth Q : 
Te 
t.. = £ x 
= a 
as ~ ~ 


ue 


* 


Sie 


ie 


wos a = 
WaN ; RPS SS 
AES i oar So 


o-- 
PPP PPS 
— 


0 


3% 


Le +9 


hy MO ao ey rr 
a 


eS 


= ia 


Ww) LUIS VALLEY 


{ we 

F *% * >. 
: ‘ -"s “ ¢ 
- e 
] 3 
: 

‘t 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

% ae er 


7 
bE 
23 
QYy 


\ 


| 


Be Are YS 
A cl te ol 


e@ 4 : ? 


RUE ee a x 
3, ae 57 


cand, A 
Sates 
Oe hee 

an Rad 


i’? aa 
“Vy SCY 


f A 
ApoB? 


nin TZ, 


Seer, (7173 
Stezer , T/|. 


Veral Brooks 
Annakedy£ Mi/ton 


c 
" 


- . as 
(iii = ee ote 
a @: at! 
4 SS a 
a _ ; * 


ATS 


fat ANA N ‘ 


olin w) dogs 


3 mc 
ib 


Y@ DA Bs-8 


CB Me 


~ 
— 


c 
a 
Pe me > ae 
\ 23 - 


Stor 14 as a bab colt 
eish. UAcs pews 4 Lkye. 


Shelties in puppy yard r Eauyre » Stoemy 


! 


TAs) 


K 
tt 


SS 
~ 
ow 
oS 
ie 
Cc 
ey) 
oS 
a | 
& 
¢s 


Prince - Arabian gelding 


ee ae Oe Ll 


90720738 80 BA @W BD <d> 


(SEar> BEBE 299588 


— 


es an ee Se we ee 


my 


nF Ns TO 


irae 
eZ 
f ie 


me. 
- we 


RPM ed ON Be 


6 


a 


C@ M@ Y@ D@ BE-as-a 


% 
4 


W566? 11/736, < 
{26> 


M4 


ref 
ny 
© 
I 
& 
co 
cS 
> 
= 
au 
to 
as 
is 


~ 


Glory Q Skye ~ Shdfe sisters WZ ih aneall 
Or ee (n puppy ye 


Nw) 
cs 
rs 
S 
a5 
‘ pe. Ls) 
ww 
iv) cS 
ix Cc 
t © 
i 
iv) = 
a & 
f t) 
a) 
Ww) Ps 
i my wt 
ie ie 
& ag 


Connie Milton: “I feel 
honored to have been asked 
to represent the residents of 
Rockwood Manor. I will 
do my best to express their 
needs and concerns.” Resi- 
dent of Rockwood South: 
Retired teacher and volun- 
teer for a variety of orga- 
nizations. including Camp 
Fire Girls, Women Helping 
Women, Adult Literacy 
Project. Connie serves on 
the Rockwood Residents’ 
Foundation Board, the 
Rockwood South Strategic 
Planning Committee and 
the Governance Commit- 
tee. Trustee since 2007. 
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Since VWs were a major element of the 
party motif, Oliver (2) reaped a bonanza 
afterwards. 
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Anne Hermine and Sophia with the Taj Mahal. 


It's not so noticeable here, but the finished 
product had a bit of a list to it, so the girls are 
trying to compensate for that in the picture. 


Simi Valley. July 24, 2004 


January 2012 
Deor liom Tym. 


Above is a photograph from Thanksgiving this year - a family picnic in 
Audubon Park just across the street from Rachel and Paul's house in New 
Orleans.* It was a grand get-together, lacking only Anne's husband, 
Blake, who had to stay at Lake Tahoe to tend to their very elderly dog. 


Rather than limiting you to a possibly boring recitation of the highs and 
lows of one single year, I am broadening the scope and inviting you to 
visit . There you will find more than you ever wanted 
to know about the last fifteen years of my life. And since the holidays are 
over, you have no excuse for not reading it! 


I wish you very good health and much happiness in 2012. 


* Back row: Asa, Paul, Suzy, Anne, Sophia, Bolette (Sophia's Danish au pair), Rachel. 
Front row: Marc, Ada, Oliver, Henry, Iona, Veronica. 
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THE MCGINNISES 


Kutcipals observe golden 
wedding anniversary 


Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Kutcipal 
will celebrate their 50th wedding an- 
niversary on Saturday, June 19, with 
their children and their families. 

The Kutcipals were married at St. 
Stephen’s Catholic Church in East 
Grand Rapids by Msgr. James A. 
Bryant in 1954. 

After completing his obstetrics 
and gynecology residency in Ann 
Arbor and serving a tour of duty in 
the U.S. Army, the Kutcipals re- 
turned to Ann Arbor for a short time 
before settling in Petoskey in 1963. 

Dr. Kutcipal has retired from ob- 
stetrical practice and now practices 
office gynecology at Bay View Ob- 
stetrics and Gynecology. Mrs. Kutci- 
pal is a retired teacher. 

Their children are Kathy (Phil) 
Reglin, Rick (Kancyce), S.T. (de- 


Dr. and Mrs. Richard Kutcipal, 1954 


ceased 1981), David (Carin) and Lib- 
by. Their grandchildren are Jason 


Dr. and Mrs. Richard Kutcipal, 2004 


and Matthew Reglin and Cydney 
Kutcipal. 
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he year ends. Again ’tis 
Christmas, and the 
Netu Uear fuaits ‘round the corner. 


J the months hate brought 

Misfortune, Hurt, Longing, 
let us lift up one heads Mith Cour- 
age, Strength revetred. 
dy fue prospered, [et ws re- 

utentirer the unfortunate, es- 

— pectally the Children, that the simile 
fade not from their bright faces. 
A" su heranse “tis Christmas, 

fue fish vou Health, Peace, 
Happiness, and the next freek, the 
month after, and all through the 
vear, our Good Choughts 
are Unurs, 
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A Milton family portrait, taken at our 50th 
wedding anniversary celebration at Zephyr 
Point, Lake Tahoe. Grandma and Grandpa 
are seated front row (far right). Son Paul is 
top row (second front right), daughter 
Margaret same row (third from right), 
twins Matt and Mark top row—Matt sixth 
from right, with beard; Mark eighth from 
right, also with beard; son Andrew is 
holding the baby, and daughter Catherine 
is seated from row center. The rest are 
Spouses and grandchildren—all of whom 
were on hand except Margaret's oldest 
daughter, Vanessa, who was an exchange 
student in Ecuador. 
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Board of County Commissioners 
Planning and Zoning Division 


100 Jefferson County Parkway, Suite 3550 Faye Griffin 
Golden, Colorado 80419-3550 District No. 1 
303-271-8700 FAX 303-271-8744 J. Kevin McCasky 
District No. 2 
Kathy Hartman 
District No. 3 
July 7, 2009 
ELISABETH PATTERSON 
PO BOX 339 
EVERGREEN, CO 80437 
Subject: 07-129555VA, To Vacate an Unnamed Right-of-Way in Marshdale Park Second 
Addition 


Dear Ms. Patterson: 


Congratulations on completing the vacation process! 


On July 7, 2009, the vacation of an unnamed right-of-way in Marshdale Park Second Addition was 
recorded in the Jefferson County Clerk and Recorders Office. The documents that were recorded are 
listed below along with their respective reception numbers. 


Vacation Agreement = 2009066597 
If you have any questions regarding this vacation, please contact me to discuss them. 


Sincerely, 


—. 


Jesse Hein, Civil Engineer 
Development Analysis 


JH:jeb 
C: Gina Begly 
File 


100 Jefferson County Parkway, Golden, Colorado 80419 
(303) 279-6511 
http://jeffco.us 


Jeff Lee 


Director 
Board of Directors 


Allen Birnbach 
SueEllen Campbell 
Greg Danielson 
Ann Marie Martin 
Dan Mitchell 
Gene Reetz 
Eileen Roscina 
Richardson 
Ben Sherrill 
Stephen Shoup 
Mark Wren 


Advisory Board 


Kathleen Cain 
John Calderazzo 
Matthew Cowles 
Peter Decker 

Karen Hardesty 
Tina Jayroe 

James Jeffrey 
Richard L. Knight 
Page Lambert 
Jeffrey A. Lockwood 
Char Miller 

Matt & Patty Miller 
Eric Paddock 

Laura Pritchett 

Neil Sperandeo 
Susan J. Tweit 


George F. Thompson 


David Waag 
Tom Wylie 


a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit 


organization 


jeff@landlibrary.org 


ROCK 14 MOUNTAIN 
LAND LIBRARY 


A Resource Linking Land and Community 


2550 W. 39th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80211 


www.landlibrary.org 303-321-3574 


December 18, 2016 


Elisabeth Patterson 
13801 E. Yale Avenue, Suite 103 
Aurora, CO 80014 


Dear Elizabeth, 


The Rocky Mountain Land Library is honored to receive 
the donation of your husband’s remarkable collection of 
Western-related books: 682 volumes focused on the natural 
and cultural history of the American West. It is by far the most 
impressive collection we have seen, and we are honored to 
add such a thoughtfully collected library to the Land Library’s 
shelves. Our users will benefit from these wonderful books for 
many, many years to come. 


Thank you so much for your kind donation. In the interest 
of your records, the Rocky Mountain Land Library (EIN # 20- 
3196971) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 


with great gratitude, 


eee, 


Jeff Lee 
director, Rocky Mountain Land Library 
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KLisabeth Patterson 


In recognition and appreciation of exemplary service, 
for sharing your skills and wisdom, and for putting a 
lifetime of experience to work in your community. 


Presented on September 14, 1999 


Lu CHUA CLO Zig 
Teri Whitaker nN John Zabawa 
RSVP Project Director SENIORS’ xecutive Director 


Jefferson County oe : . 4 a E Seniors’ Resource Center 
F 


a Cd 


Box 339 
Evergreen, Colorado 80437 
December 4, 2013 


Evergreen National Bank 

Attention: David Brewick, President 
PO Box 2020 

Evergreen, Colorado 80437 


Dear Mr. Brewick: 
Important Information for Masters Club Account #6027562? 


Because I advertisdeyour bank by virtue of having the bank's name on the 
checks--for which I do not charge you a fee--there should be no sharge for 
me to secure a supply of checks. 


Your request for a minimum deposit to avoid aervice charges is unreasonable 
because I am loaning you my money for which sdrvice I expect a paper statement 
for no charge. 


The bank has not bought me a computer to bank on line, so I absolve the 
bank of that responsibility, and I do not bank on line and do not plan to.do so. 


I definitely appreciate that your bank has people who answer the telephone 
when I call. I trust that you are loaning money to someone who in turn pays 
you interest and that income can pay the lovely people who work at the bank. 

I have talked to Peak--mey Mutual of OMahe--and their fees are either lesser 
than yours or non-existent. 


Yours truly, 


Mrs. Dale R. Patterson 


In reeognition oF her high scholarship 
and interest in _s intellectual 


has been received into permanent mem- 
bership in the OOCRATIC.GOCIETY 
oF ROCKFORD COLLEGE -~ 


OECRETARY “PRESIDENT 


In Recognition of Outstanding Scholastic Achievement and Excellence, and in compliance 
with all the Requirements of the Constitution and Statutes pertaining to Membership, 


Elisabeth Al. jatterson 


is hereby granted Lifetime Membership in Psi Chi, the National Honor Society 
in Psychology, being regularly inducted into the Psi Chi Chapter at 


Rockford College 


and is hereby granted all the Rights, Honors, 

and Privileges pertaining to the Society. 
In testimony whereof, we have 
hereto affixed our signatures 


NAFIONAL PRESIDENT 


i, @ oe fo and the Great Seal of 
@ y sir ORR we an h : 
Ny. NIMS YO = the Society, i 
7 April 21, 1998 Laon 


EXELUTIVE OFFICER 


Thriving 

Tommy Patterson was born in Galesburg, Illinois, but has lived in Colorado 
for 56 years. Her husband was a native Coloradan, so played tour 

guide when they moved here. This has led Tommy to have a fondness for 
Colorado history and places. Tommy has two children: a son who is a 
musician in New York, and a son who is a photographer here in Aurora (he 
took the photo behind Tommy in the picture at left). She also has a 
granddaughter who lives in England. Tommy can be found at exercise 
most mornings and keeps her mind sharp by attending Active Minds, Brain 
Games, and The St. Cecelia Society. Tommy likes to keep up with her 
friends and the groups she belonged to in Evergreen and makes regular 
calls to her state and national representatives as a constituent who wants 
her voice heard. As Tommy said, she is always busy doing something! 


Puzz's: God, make my life a litle light 
Within the world to glow, 
A tiny flame that burneth bright 


Wherever I may go. 


Koke's: God, make my life a little flower 
That bringeth joy to all, 
Content to bloom in native bower 


Although its place be small. 


Tom's: God, make my life a little song 
That comforteth the sad, 
That helpeth others to be strong 
And makes the singer glad. 


Ann's: God,make my life a little staff 
Whereon the weak may rest, 
That so what health and strength I have 


May serve my neighbors best. 
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GENERATIONS 


BY ANN BOLSON 


Tommy Patterson 


GENERATIONS 


From Page 7B 


was the youngest of three and the only girl 
of Ray and Ann. Her nickname came from a 
Barney Google comic strip. 

Tommy entered the larger world as a college 
student in Rockford, Ill. She studied psychol- 
ogy with a minor in dance. She met her future 
husband, Dick, while working on a master’s 
degree at Kansas State. The topics offered 
to Tommy for her thesis did not arouse any 
passion in her soul. She left without the degree, 
married Dick, and the young couple began 
their lives together in eastern Illinois. Dick, a 
Colorado native born in Trinidad, tried to love 
Illinois and the greater Chicago region, but his 
heart called him back to Colorado. He sought 
teaching positions in the most beautiful spots 
he could find. He had nearly accepted an offer 
in Colorado Springs when Evergreen called. He 
taught English at Evergreen High School and 


Tommy 
Patterson: 

a love affair 
with Evergreen 


Writer’s note: As I approached my soth 
birthday 10 years ago, I began to take note 
of people whose aging processes I wished to 
emulate. Perhaps it was a flair for fashion, 
or a way with words, or a sparkle in the eye. 
This column is my way of sharing some of 
Evergreen'’s finest “wisdom keepers” with our 
mountain community. 


group held in the lower level of the 

Canyon Courier offices. She wore a 
T-shirt explaining her role as a recreational 
grammarian, one who judges speech and 
writing via the rules of grammar. She 
reminded me a bit of those I'd call “Gray 
Panthers” because of her white hair and 
her passion for all things Evergreen, the 
Canyon Courier in particular. I suspected 


| first met Tommy Patterson at a focus 


that “social activist” was her middle name. ! 


later became the head of that department for 
years. 

Tommy followed him here with their sons, 
Mark and newborn Craig. She readily admits 


that “change is not easy for me,” but she knew - 


she could adjust. Summers were hard as she 
envisioned her dozens of cousins coming 
together for family gatherings in Crete, Ill., but 
she persevered. 

They were a one-job, one-car family. When 
the boys started school, she met other moth- 
ers. Her “acceptance” of Evergreen turned to 
love through her participation in the League 
of Women Voters, then the Mountain Area 
Planning Council, and her gradually develop- 
ing affection for the mountains so abundantly 
visible from her home. 

Tommy told me of the love of music shared 
by the men in her immediate family. Dick was 
a musician, and so are sons Mark and Craig. 
Granddaughter Margaret aspires to be an 
actress. It seems that passion fuels this small 
family of transplants. Tommy feels Dick’s 


While driving up to her home, nestled 
high in the pines near Marshdale, I en- 
countered her unapologetic opinions once 
more as I passed numerous road signs on 
her driveway. I laughed aloud as I read such 
placards as “No Proselytizing Allowed!” 
Inside, I noted walls lined with LP records 
of classical and jazz music, books, and 
file cabinets. It was impossible to miss the 
stunning view from the deck and living 
room. 

As we progressed through the interview, 
I discovered a woman whom I'd deem 
“the salt of the Earth.” Born in Illinois 
to Swedish and German parents, she was 
surrounded by an enormous family that 
gathered often. The clan lived in close 
proximity. Tommy, born Elisabeth Milton, 


Please see GENERATIONS, Page 12B 


presence every day, though he has been gone 
for years. She is a crackerjack at taking dicta- 
tion and still works, in her 7os, for area author 
Joanne Greenberg. Life is a challenge that 

she readily accepts. (In recent weeks she has 
coordinated the replacement of the septic tank 
on her property from engineer to excavator.) 

It is snowing as I type this essay. I imagine 
that Tommy has watched the storm roll in 
through her wonderful windows. Her eyes 
misted up the day we talked as she gazed at the 
majestic mountains. “I am home.” 

Her advice to others: “Commit yourself to 
one cause at a time. Don’t multitask”; and, 
“Discern if the change you are contemplating is 
for the better.” Evergreen was best for Tommy 
and Dick, and we are all the richer for it. 


Ann Bolson, pastor at Wild Rose 
Congregational Church, writes the Courier’s 
Generations column, which profiles our com- 
munity’s senior members and treasures their 
memories. 
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A June 28th h Wedding for R Rachel Burk and Paul Maroon 

Rachel Lindsey Burk and Paul ig 
Charles Maroon were married by the 
Rev. James English SJ on June 28th in 
the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the 
Apostle in Washington, D.C. Following 
the ceremony, the bride and groom led 
the wedding party and guests on a short 
walk in Dupont Circle from the Cathe- 
dral to the Whittemore House, home of 
the Woman's National Democratic Club, 
for a reception and dinner. 

The bride is the daughter of Charlotte 
Kroll of Washington, D.C. and James 
Burk of Bethesda, MD. Ms. Burk is the 
granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Kroll of Kerrville, TX and Crested Butte, 
CO. She is the stepdaughter of Kather- 
ine Burk. The groom is the son of Suzy - 
Maroon and the late Fred Maroon of § 
Washington, D.C. Mr. Maroon is the | 
grandson of Mrs. Leslie Murnane of Simi ~ 
Valley, CA. Ai-jen Poo served as maid of © 
honor. Sophia and Anne Maroon, sisters 
of the groom, were bridesmaids. Melissa © : 
Wood was the flower girl and Ethan ~ Pied Marcon and Rachel Bask 
Burk, cousin of the bride, was the ring Photo by Paul Hosefros 
bearer. Marc Maroon, brother of the groom, served as best man. Matthew Barrick, 
William Betts, and Walter Martin were groomsmen. Quinn Kroll, cousin of the 
bride, Giles Morris, and Andrew Winslow were ushers. The readers were Monica 
Diaz, Jason Kroll, cousin of the bride, Whitney Lawson, Joseph Schotland, and 
Andrew Winslow. 

The couple met in kindergarten at Beauvoir Elementary School and began their 
courtship 12 years later as high school seniors. The bride graduated from National 
Cathedral School in 1992 and Columbia College in 1996. Ms Burk received an MA 
degree in Spanish literature from Columbia University in 2001 and is pursuing a 
PhD in Hispanic studies at the University of Pennsylvania. 

The groom graduated from St. Albans in 1992 and Columbia College in 2000. Mr. 
Maroon is a musician and co-owner of the New York City recording studio, 
Marcata. He is one of five members of a NYC rock band, “The Walkmen”, who 
record for Warner Bros. 

After a honeymoon in Kauai, Hawaii the couple reside in Philadelphia, PA. 


Tuer WasHINGTON Post 


L-R: June 28, 2003 
Sophia and Stewart with Oliver; 
Suzy, Rachel and Paul, Marc, 
Anne and Peter Murnane, 

Anne Hermine. 
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“And so we know and rely on the love God 
has for us. God ts love. Whoever hives in love 
hives in God, and God in him. In this way, 


love is made complete among us...” 
-1 John 4:16-17 


It is with great joy that we announce 
our engagement. Our wedding will be 
at Hope Evangelical Free Church in 


Albuquerque on December 30", 2005. 


-Rachel & Jonathan 


The Bixler Family 

165 Juniper Hill Road yy 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
RachelAndJonathan@gmail.com 


It is with deep sadness that her family 
announces the death of 
Ada Hermine Beckman Murnane 


July 24, 1904 - January 25, 2007 
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Adda Hermine eglebrated this last Christmas with her usual enthusiasm. 
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December 2003 —- Eric (17), Adam (13) and Tilly 
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We’re Tying the Knot! 


Graham Matthew Kirn 


Greg Pierce 
and 


Jen Ogden 
are getting married! 
June 17, 2007 


Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 


Formal Invitation to Follow 
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Raposo, Joe 

Raustiata, George 

Raustiata, George 
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the things I have read, with an occasional comment, because I made the 
list primarily for discussions with you (no one else seems to care even 
remotely whether I have read anything at all). I made the list because I 
have a bad memory, and realized that I couldn't remember either the 


titles or the content of what 1 spent so much time reading, Bear in mind 
that this list is from last August to now. Agor<t 19 94% 


* A Nation of Strangers, Vance Packard; interesting for a few chapters, then 
somewhat repetitious; the substance of it is that we are so mobile now 
that we form none of the ties to either people or places that past 
generations used to do, and this change has caused a whole new get 
of problems that past generations did not have, with respect to security 
and many other things. 

Teapot Dome, Buri Noggle; I kept hearing that Watergate was the biggest 
scandal since Teapot Dome, so thought I'd better find out what Teapot 
Dome was about. It sounds like more of the same, 

The Lusitania, Colin Simpson; a reaily sad account of the sinking of that 
ship, because the implication is more than implied (what? ?) that the 
ship was sacrificed on purpose to get Americans hepped up so we would 
get into the war. 

Portraits from American Indian Life, Curtis; tender, stoic, moving 

and all that--pictures. a 

Between Heaven and Earth, Gaston Rebuffot; mountain climbing book, 
beautifully illustrated. 

The Lost Americans, Frank Hibben; story of early, early North Americans. 
Details of evidence indicating presence of human life 10, 000 and 25, 000 
years ago in North America. Moderately well written, and a perfectly 
marvelous account of the data. 

Mountain Villages, Alice Bullock; stories of New Mexico villages around 
Truchas (where our land is). Not well written, but good stories. 

HMS Bounty, Alexender MeKee; (supposedly)historical account of the Bounty, 
Captain Bligh, and all those people; very interesting.. I was inspired to 
read this because we saw the first movie (with Charles Laughton and 
Clark Gable) about it, which by the way was excellent, 

Let Me Count the Ways, Tents of Wickedness, and Into Your Tent I'll Creep, 
Peter de Vries. One of him goes a long way. I've never found him so 
clever as the reviewers seem to. 

The Loners, Shirley; contemporary--pleasant reading, but I don't remember 
much about it. 

~~ “What Do You Say After You Say Hello? Eric Berne; I know you know this one, 

\ How I Found Freedom in an Unfree World, Harry Browne; somewhat over- 

simplified in spots, he discusses how to do "your own thing" without 

. making catastrophic waves or distressing other people. Some of the 

| things he suggests doing, are things I don't want to change (I like my 

| life, and do not feel tied down by marriage and children, for example. ) 
still, very worth reading, especially the part on government. He says 
that experience has shown that any job the government (on any level) has 
taken over, it has then proceeded doing very poorly at fantastic expense. 

Touching, Ashley Montagu; very interesting, but overlong, He investigates 
all aspects of the skin and its effect on physical and emotional life. 

Wolf Willow, Wallace Stegner; story of Stegner's childhood. I like everything 
by him I have ever read. 


So Far From Heaven, Richard Bradford; novel about New Mexico and 
some contacts between Anglos and Spaniards; reminded me of the 
man from whom we bought our land down there. Pleasant reading. 

sky Determines, Ross Calvin; non-fiction about New Mexico and how 
the sky affects the way of life there. Interesting. 

The Wild Bunch, Pearl Baker; about Butch Cassidy and the Hole-in-the-Wall 
Gang. (Did you see the Butch Cassidy movie? Delightful all the way 
around.) This one made much better reading than 

The Outlaw Trail, Charles Kelly; about the same group, but his facts seemed 
terribly dry, and sometimes were in complete disagreement with Baker's. 
Since I read Baker first, I suppose that made me feel she was more 
authoritative, but Kelly's accuracy just seemed more questionable, 
and he did not write as well. 

Disasters, John Walker; horrible stories about catatrophes, largely man- 
induced (rather than earthquakes and such), that might have been 
avoided; fires, plane crashes, etc. 

The Modern Temper, Joseph Wood Krutch; I can't explain this, but it was 
marvelous (I am a devoted fan of Krutch); written in about 1925 or so, 
he much later reappraised it in 

The Measure of Man, also fascinating reading, but perhaps not quite so 
much as the former. That's what Iam bemoaning--one of the best 
books I've read, andI really can't tell you about it. 

Black Mesa, Suzanne Gordon; stealing land and rights and so on from the 
Indians in Arizona, and in the Four Corners area, Exploiting the 
land for more power and pollution at the expense of the Indians. 

Survive the Savage Sea, Dougal Robertson; family whose boat sank from 
under them, spends weeks in a raft on the Pacific, but made it through. 
Far more heroic than I would/could ever be. 

God Is Red, Vine Deloria; about Indian religious beliefs--~marvelous. I am 

not through with this yet, but am finding it very interesting. I read at 
the ski area a lot, while waiting for Mark, and started to talk to some 
woman about this, but when she said that no one could be good without 
being a Christian, I dropped the conversation. She replied to my 
comment that there were a lot of good Jews with the idea that it was 
only a question of time until they would be converted, and then they 
could be good, too. 


Do you realize that you mentioned impeachment in your letter, and I had 
mentioned it in my previous one, and we are still mentioning it? I thought 
the cartoon was swell, not awful, I wish they would get on with it, and so 
told my Congressman when he was visiting in town; the delaying tactics are 
clever, but I can hold out a while longer. (There is still ignorance on the 
matter of the impeachment process; some people think that that means 
getting him out, and I explain that it is a whole process involving a trial 
and all that, and I feel extremely strongly that the process is necessary. ) 


I appreciate being let off the hook on not finishing some things. . .our 

gas situation has not been so bad this winter as yours, which is comparable 
to what ours was last summer. . .situational ethics; hmmmm. There 
certainly is nothing wrong with starting out with high motives, I'm with you 
there. I can't make any comment, intelligent or otherwise, on it right now. 
Perhaps you could get me started with some @ your own comments... 


BOOKS READ, APRIL 1974 through SEPTEMBER 1974 


Deloria, GedIs Red; extremely interesting book (not about Communists) 
about the faith of the Indians; much of what he says is so rational that 
it is hard to understand why anyone would think Indians were heathens 
(or whatever else they might be called), and much of what ‘Indians believe 
appears to be similar in sense if/not in actual or literal ways to what 
I loosely call Christian beliefs. Unfortunately, the writing grows a bit 
tedious as the book wears on; it is quite long, 


Se ee erry re ate ee Cae So 


ey we should wrike 3 more ail. « use uhnee rather teas long wanda) 

and write the way we talk. As you know, that can be a disaster considering 
how some of us talk (although I gay us, I don't actually include myself 

in that group). The book was far toe chatty for my taste, and I didn't 

find it helpful. is | 


Ginott, Teacher and Child; more Ginott, just with examples from school 


ooo 


instead of home. I enjoy him, though, and find a nugget every now 
and then that is helpful. 


Baruch, How to Live With Your Teenager; fair, but not very current, and 
not too pertinent, at least to me and 1 my teenager, 


Stuart Chase, The Tyranny of Words; terribly interesting, and very well 
written, It is about semantics, and he tells us to beware of eternal 
certainties (often erroneous); he exhorts ws to find the reference 
rather than to deal in generalities. (He said lots more, but those are 
the two notes I made. ) 


Barron Besghosr, Hippocrates in a Red Vest; stery of Dr. Beshoar of 
Trinidad; This was a little nostalgia because of Dick's knowing all 
the places in ‘Trinidad ‘that were mentioned. Beshoar also wrote 
Out of the Depths, the story. oe the Ludiow massacre (which was 
just north of Trinidad), ; 


Newman and Berkowitz, How to be your Own Best Friend; I found this 
quite superficial, or perhaps it was just too much of the same thing 
that we met in I'm.OK You're OK. 


Flesch, The Art of Clear Thinking; this was better than his writing book, 
but not as clear as it might have. been. I think there must be someone 
who has prepared better guides and who attacks the problems in.a 
more scholarly fashion (Hayakawa? ). 


Shirley Radi, Mother's Day Is Over; this is a work designed te assuage 
the guilt felt by people who have: children and love them but do net love 
being mothers. I do not fall into the group she was writing for. 


Anobile, Marx Brothers Scrapbook; many pictures, and comments by 
Groucho and others--delightful for us, as we are big Marx fans (have 
seen their movies as often as they are on TV and at the local film 
classics theater in Denver). 


Jeas Lair, I Ain't Much Baby But I'm All I've Got; not too hot, and much 
teo informal in style to appeal to me as heing. a definitive work. The 
title gays the whole thing, we are back to"I'm OK" and with this book 
I decided to lay off the self-improvement kickfor a while. (I am pretty 
well convinced that Iam O.K, and so are you. ) 7 


Wallace Stegner, Joe Hill; as I've told you, I am a Stegner fan. This is a 
novel (rather than a western scenic thing) about a labor organizer, and 
Stegner says it is based on the truth, but the truth is so aketchy that he 
was forced te conjecture on some points. 


Jack Kigling, The Crow Flies Crooked; a novel, very cleverly contrived, 
about people in a small Colorado town. It was written by a friend of 
ours who presently works for the Denver Post, and who used to own 
the paper in a small Colorado town. 


Robin Moore and Howard Jennings, The Treasure Hunter: this is about 
Jennings' exploits in searching for old treasure and artifects primarily 
in South America (he is a treasure hunter rather than a historian, but 
he miges the history in), Moore is a friend who sometimes went along, 
and writes better than Jennings. 


Pierre Berton, Drifting Home; story of Berton and his family as they took 
a rafi trip down the Yakon. It ia interesting, and very pleasant to read. 


Christopherson, The Night the Mountain Fell; the story ef the Yellowstone 
earthquake some years ago--and people involved in it. Scary--I had 
nightmares for a week afterwards, We did not see the place, but we 

WA were near it, and I read the book on our trip to Spokane. (This and 
the preceding four were all I read this summer. I don't seem to get 
much reading done during the summer, ) 


Nohain and Aradee, Le Petomane; boring. 
Kurt Vonnegut, God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater; very entertaining, I think 
there was a message here, but I'm not reflecting on it at the moment. 


Anyway, worth reading. 


Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five; about the Dresden fire bombing, although 
in a far-fetched way. He writes very interestingly. 


BOOKS READ september 1974 to April 1975 


Parent Effectiveness Training, Thomas Gordon 

I made four notes from this, as I feared I would not remember what it 
was about, They are: active listening, acceptance, I messages rather 
than you messages, and conflicts--win/lose or no lose. These four things 
are hardly new concepts, and I was surprised when I read the book that so 
many of my acquaintances were raving over it, as I found it rather repetitious 
and self-evident (although self-evidence is not necessarily bad, as it does 
not hurt to be reminded of good ideas), There are courses developed around 
it, with the idea that none of us has had training to be parents when that is 
one of the more important tasks we undertake during our lives, and we 
should have some preparation for it rather than exclusively depending on 
on-the-job training. The concepts are probably fine, but I have found in 
dealing with my own children that there is a kind of phoniness in the 
active listening approach as described by the current experts, which is 
easily detected by the kids, and probably less effective than some appropriate 
expressions which may be wrong in the eyes of the experts but which come off 
with more sincerity because they are honest, For example, when a kid 
comes home looking mad, the suggestion is that the parent say, "You look 
angry, '' and then the kid is supposed to feel all warm that the parent 
understands his feelings and open up with all his problems. However, my 
initial response to such a facial expression is, ''What's wrong?" which is 
incorrect but honest, and I find that I can usually elicit a satisfactory 
response with that remark. I could go on at great length about this, but I 
believe that this will be my last "how to. . ."' book for a while. 


My Favorite Intermissions, Victor Borge 
Short pieces about opera which are written in an extremely humorous 
vein make this very light but completely entertaining reading. 


Mormon Country, Wallace Stegner 

Here is one of my favorites again--Stegner, and this time the book is 
not only interestingly written, as usual, but also develops a great deal of 
terribly good material about the Mormons. I particularly admire him for 
being able to point out both the virtues and faults of Mormons and Mormonism 
without putting anyone down (and without extolling anyone or thing to the 
exclusion of other ideas). 


Working, Studs Terkel 

This consists of a series of interviews with people about their jobs. 
The content is exclusively what they have said, but Terkel manages to creep 
in anyway, very subtly, which makes the whole thing very lively. The 
pieces are short, so that while the book is very long, it can be picked up 
and put down for long or short intervals either way, without really losing 
the thread of things. It is marvelously interesting re ading, 


The Book, Alan W. Watts 


This is another guidebook on how to be swell, or some such thing, and 
it was not very interesting. 


Love Song to the Plains, Mari Sandoz 
sandoz is a fairly well-known western writer, and this work is about 
(obviously) the plains east of the Rockies. It is moving to read how she 


feels about her country, and it is interesting reading and informative in 
some respects. 


A God Within, Rene Dubois 

I'm sorry, but I really don't remember anything about this; it was on 
my list of things to read for several years--I finally read it, and now I 
wonder what it was about, so I suppose I might as well have skipped it. 
It, would seem that I was not so impressed by it as I thought I ought to be 
(because it was on my list of things to read), I vaguely recall thinking 
parts of it were interesting, and many other parts rather far out. 


The Nude, Kenneth Clark 

You probably remember Kenneth Clark from "Civilisation," both 
the TV series and the book, and now ''The Romantic Rebellion." In this 
work, he covers (at great length) the treatment in art of the nude form 
from classic times until the present, and it is well illustrated, Heis so 
knowledgeable about art that it would be prestemptuous of me to comment 
on the caliber of the book, but it was much more interesting than I had 
anticipated and certainly puts coherence into the art of the nude. 


America, Alistair Cooke 

After watching this series about four different times on TV, Dick 
surprised me with the book (which I had suggested I wanted but thought 
too expensive). It is marvelously interesting reading, makes many things 
hang together, and makes the TV series more meaningful. 


Lincoln, Country Beautiful 

Country Beautiful has published a collection of Lincoln's sayings 
more than whole speeches--many of which cast a different light on him 
than what we remember from the Gettysburg address. It is well 


illustrated, and has some very moving comments by him, as well as a 
few surprises. 


Strangers in Their Own Land, Prago 

In trying to find why the US Government had gotten into a controversy 
with the Spanish Americans over the Spanish land grants, I read this book 
and perused about five others dealing with the problem. The situation is 
somewhat complicated, particularly since most government edicts were in 
Finglish and the Spaniards couldn't read them, but there is more compassion 
on the side of the government than I had at first thought, and there is some 
effort to get it all straightened out, In acquiring much of the southwest 
through the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo with Mexico, the land grants which 
were not claimed within the specified period reverted to the US rather than 
the private owners, but even now the government is trying to rectify some 
of the acreage-ownership that is presently being disputed. (Our grant was 
recognized prior to 1900, so the piece of it that we own is not in question, ) 


An Untold Story: The Roosevelts of Hyde Park, Elliott Roosevelt 

Roosevelt tells a very interesting story about his parents which deals 
largely with their estrangement, which was a closely guarded secret at 
the time it occurred, and Roosevelt's really amazing pursuit of a variety 
of "cures" for his paralysis and his personal physical struggle to make his 
legs work better (the cures were largely quackery, but his own efforts did 
help him somewhat), 


supership, Noel Mostert 

On the lines of Rachel Carson's fear about pesticides, Mostert strikes 
terror in my heart about the oil tankers sailing around the world and the 
damage they do to the sea even when they do not break up and spill their 
entire cargo. Interestingly written, too, because he describes a trip he 
took on a tanker, and what the day-to-day activity is like. 


Noah's Ark: I Touched It, Fernand Navarra 

Mr. Navarra made several trips to Mount Arrarat, and found what he 
feels is either Noah's Ark or else some other extremely old things, Carbon 
dating of the beams he recovered put them at about 5,000 years old, His 
description of the mountain climbing is often interesting, occasionally 


rather tedious, as it is like a diary, and some of the details are not so 
thrilling as others. 


The Prince, Machiavelli 

In the foreword by someone, he says that the ''Discourses" are really 
more significant than The Prince, whichis the only part anyoneewer reads, 
but I did not go into the longer part, as I primarily re-read this to do some 
papers for Dick, They are studying it in his Humanities course. 


something Happened, Joseph Heller 

This is a marvelously interesting novel about a middle-aged man, 
which depressed me no end. I could see myself in a great deal that he 
said--I guess it is the here-I-am-where-4m-I-is-there-anything-else 
thing, but it is very good reading, funny in a lot of parts, and very sad 
in others. 


Candide, Voitaire 
More for Humanities, 


BOOKS READ APRIL 1975 - MARCH 1976 


TV: Behind The Tube. Joseph Claro, Ed. Documentary type book with 


some appraisal, some questions. 


More Lives Than One. J. W. Krutch. Autobiography. Includes the trend 
of liberal and conservativa thought among writers and the development 
of his philosophy (twenties through forties about). Not only an interesting 
book te read about him, but algo this is a well-written discussion of 
the thought during that period. 


Cavett, Cavett and Porterfield. Lightweight but fairly entertaining 
autohliography-biography of Dick Cavett. 


The Uneasy Chair, Wallace Stegner. Biography of Bernard deVoto, which 
is usually interesting (Stegner usually is), but occasionally tedious 
because of too much detail. deVoto certainly was a troubled man in 
many respects. 


Shifting Gears, O'Neill and O'Neill. The promise of "finding security 
in a changing world" is unfulfilled. 


When I Say No I Feel Guilty. Manuel Smith. Assertive therapy--centers 
on rights and ignores responsibilities--very seif-centered, 


Alive. P. ®@, Read. The gruesome story of the survivors of a plane 
crash in the Andes--they had more survival capacities than I. 
Not 
A Power/of the Present. Rockford College notables in biography, 


Love, Roger. Webb. Ligthtweight novel; point is not clear, and it is not 
even very good reading, 


Kate. Charles Higham. Biography of Katherine Hepburn which is very 
readable-~she had a lot of problems, too. 


CBS: Reflections in a Bloodshot Eye. Meta. Very revealing treatise on 
the structure behind the tube. Ali these years I thought NBC was top 
dog, but not so, CBS was the pioneer in all kinds of ways, and the 
whole thing is very cut~throat, 


A Presidential Nation. Joe Califano. He develops a discussion of the office 
of the president, and bureaucracy--very depressing, as the whole thing 
is so totally out of hand we really can't do anything about it, Interesting 
reading, if overlong. 


No Man Knows My History. Smith. A too-long discussion of the life of 
this Mormon gentleman, which I did not finish. 


Total Fitness. Morehouse and Gross. This is not a diet book, nor really 
even an exercise book; he just discusses his theories on fitness, and 
how to be fit--and itis O.K, The doctor recommended it to Dick. 


1975-76, page two 


The Small House Halfway Up in the Next Block. Rhymer,. A collection 
of Vie and Sade radio scripts, which I found hilarious even to read, 
as I could imagine how the characters would sound reading them. 


Usage and Abusage. Partridge, A specialized kind of dictionary, which 
makes entertaining reading. 


Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance. Robert Pirsig. This is 4 
philosophical discussion set in a motorcycle trip across Montana, 
down to California, and soon. It hits you on about three levels: 
description of the trip and their camping activities, scenery, and so 
on; discussion of his relationship with his son (who was with him), 
and his own relationship with and to the world (he was institutionalized 
for a while); philosophical discugsion; and a fourth--discussion of 
rhetoric, its origins, purpose, and future, and how he lost his sanity 
from trying to deal with rbiitoric (which he taught) on his terms and 
the terms of the school. There are all kinds of ways to appreciate 
this bock, and it certainly is the most powerful thing I read all year 
(that's what the cover blurb promised). One would have to read it a 
number of times to get even half of what he is saying. One thing that 
sticks with me is that we must try to discard our normal way of 
viewing something when viewing it in that way does not solve our 
problem (e.g.; a screw that breaks off the motorcycle cannot be 
unscrewed with a scrwdriver, so we must approach it in an entirely 
new way). One of the streams throughout is a discussion of quality-- 
and the way he deals with that is so complicated (but rational) that 
I can't repeat it. 


The Lonely Hunter, Virginia Carr. An interesting but vastly over- 
detailed biography of Carson McCullers. She also had problems-- 
more than one can imagine, and the book is good to a point; however, 
in the interest of research, many biographers include more (the menu 
and guest list at every party, for example) than one really wants to know. 


The Hindenburg. Michael Mooney. I'm not sure which came first--this 
or the movie. This is interestingly detailed, partly true, partly 
imaginative (or speculative), 


READING LIST APRIL 1976 - APRIL 1977 


Last of the Ked Hot Lovers, Simon, (Play) 
A pleasant interlude from the more serious stuff, this did provide 
some insight-~though not startling--into the way we behave (reminded me 


of the old story about how we all pick up our same troubles when given 
the choice of a pack). 


Write If You Get Work, Bob Eiliot and Ray Goulding. 
A group of their scripts, which I find unfailingly funny. 


Dictionary of Misinformation, Burnam, 


This is a collection of facts, most of which we (or at least many of 
us) have had wrong all our lives; in some cases, he includes why we 
all think one thing, when something else is really true. Very good 
reading. 


Edith Wharton, A Biography, R.W.B. Lewis. 

An extremely interesting book; the main feeling it left with me was 
that her life was very difficult emotionally, although I think I was not 
quite so sympathetic about her relationship with her husband (he had to 


put up with a great deal) as was the author. Included somewhat more than 
I reaily wanted to know. 


Power, Michael Korda. 
Although not intended as humor, parts of it struck me as funny, 
unless they are really true, in which case they are almost tragic. It 


deals with how power is sought, achieved, exercised, and lost--usuaily 
with underhandedness, 


Reeling, Pauline Kael. 

A collection of Kael's movie reviews, originally published in the 
New Yorker, While I can't say I always agree with her, the reviews 
are interestingly and intelligently written, and make good reading even 
if one has not seen the film, 


Some book about an autistic child, the name of which escapes me--it was 
a sad tale, and considering what the parents actually did for the child, 
pretty far out (I don't know who would have the time or patience these 
parents did; it almost seemed unreal). 


A River Runs Through It, McClean. 
Three stories of places McClean liked, and what he did--good reading, 


but perhaps not a world-shaker, as I can't remember much more than a 
feeling from it. 


The Man Who W ilked Through Time. Colin Fletcher. 


Fletcher's account of his summer-long hike through the Grand Canyon. 
He discusses the physical aspects of preparation and completion, the 
emotional side of his reactions, and some historical information about the 
Canyon. This is an absorbing book --really worth anyone's time. 


ho 


Alpine Tundra, Anne Zwinger, 

A competent, informed account of the territory in the title. Itis 
sometimes a bit dry, but it certainly covers everything one might wish 
to know about alpine tundra, 


Land Above the Trees --I have no further notes on this, not even the 
author. It may be another Zwinger book, 


Denial of Death, Ernest Becker, 

This should have given me a great deal of insight into our attitudes 
about death, but it didn't, It is somewhat scholarly, but also pedantic, 
Also, I did not feel that his theories--even though backed by a lot of 
support--were entirely logical, or at least, believable. 


structure of Evil, Ernest Becker, 
This one just left me behind; again, pedantic, and not too hetpful 
except to someone devoted to sociology and heavy reading matter. 


Fairmont. 

A book of personal interest--it is about the cemetery in Denver! 
Gives historical development of the cemetery, competition, moving xk 
some of the boitdes to the better place, developing the watering system 
so it wouldjlike a park, transportation (people went out for picnics), 
and soon. Let's face it, I'm a cemetery nut, 


The Monkey Wrench Gang, Edward Abbey. 

This is a novel by one of my favorite authors (he writes about the 
west in a number of forms). It tells of a group of four people who are 
so upset by the wrecking of southeastern Utah through dams, power lines, 
and so on, that they set about to sabotage these "improvements," I have 
mixed feelings about the tale (legally, they were not right; morally, I 
was in sympathy with their cause), but it was a very good story even 
without all its implications, 


Béood and Money, Thompson, 

A very readable murder mystery, in a way--although I believe it 
is supposed to be true, and the man under suspicion is eventually cleared, 
leaving the reader to make a few decisions of his own. It is also a story 
of monied Texans. 


On Death and Dying, Ross. 

I was on a death kick last winter, trying to understand my own responses 
about it, and perhaps develop a bit less fear, but I don't remember this book. 
Apparently, I was not really as interested as I thought. 


What Ever Happened to the Class of 65? Medved and Wallechinsky, 
This is a coilection of studies--discussions of the class of 65 then, and 
what became of them now (1875 or 6), It is interesting reading. 


Crd 


The Admirable Crichton , Barrie. Play. 

The kids had to read this for one of Mark's classes, so I read it, 
It is quite interestimg (I like Barrie), and teils us a lot about class (England), 
and about people's reactions to change, and so on. 


Wanda Hickey's Night of Golden Memories, Jean Shephard (male). 

I read this after seeing the part of it that was done on television. It 
is a memory book detailing Mr, Shephard's high schoot years in Gary, 
indiana. The thing that impressed me about it the most was that he did 
not glorify that time (the forties), but rather told about the difficulties 
he had (in growing up, or in getting along in general). 


Mountain Artisans Quilting Book, Lewis. 
Instructions on quilting, and discussion of Mountain Artisans (a 
group of people who are going back to the old crafts). 


Endurance, Alfred Lansing. 

A terrific story--diary, written in story form--of Lansing's trip 
to Antarctica in about 1914-16~--their sea trip down to the ice, becoming 
ice-locked, the break-up of the ship, their flight northward , and their 
final dash in life-boats to land. I can't believe how people endure such 
trials, but they did. (They did not reach the south pole, but they survived. ) 


Colorado , David Lavender, 


A very tender book about our state, written by a fine author, 
Lovely pictures, too. 


Unguiet Soul, Margot Peters. 
A biography of Charlotte Bronte. Again, what a sad, sad life! 
Slightly more detailed than I needed, but terribly interesting. 


Strictly Speaking, Edwin Neuman. 

I think I mentioned this to you already; I enjoyed the first half 
very much, thought the second half got a bit tedious. But I enjoy his 
feeling that we should try to be more precise, more accurate, and less 
bombastic, His examples are frequently those which you and I have 
lamented to one another. 


Winners and Losers, Sidney Harris. 


[ like Sidney Harris, but this is a pot-boiler, written in the form of 
“Happiness is, . ."' | 


The Average Man Fights Back, Hapgood. 

Reporting how people have attempted to fight the system, and the 
progress they have made (against unfair or frustrating practices in 
insurance, the law, medicine, and so on). 


Dr. Atkins' Super Eneegy Diet Book, Atkins (and someone else). 

The diet may be swell, but it is not one that I would care to pursue. 
Also, one has to stop taking the medicine that Dick is presently taking for 
his blood pressure, and 1 prefer sticking with his doctor (and his medicine). 


The Search for a Soul, Jess Stern. no, Jess Stearn, 

An exploration of the psychic life of Taylor Caldwell. Stearn and 
Caldwell embark on a project of regressing Caldwell through hypnosis, 
and this is an account of her detailed sxe regressive episodes. He 
was trying to prove whether there is reincarnation, The gist of it is that 
she reported (under hypnosis) several lives in the past which would have 
given her the knowledge to write the books she wrote, whereas in this 
life, she had not researched the material included in them, Her conclusion 
(a final chapter) is that she still dees not believe in reincarnation, but 
she doesn't know just where she got the information she has in her books 
(technical medical procedures, for instance). It is very interesting 
reading, and I don't care that it didn't "prove'’ anything to me; it is 
good food for thought, 


BOCKS HEAD MAY 19977 - JUNE 1978 


Even Cowgiris Get the Blues, Tom Robbins 

Pie 1a 2. contemporary 4 worl with religious overtones which is 
very popular with the young set, but I could never get into it, and the 
religious discussions were moderately interesting, but not consuming. 
The story ilself was of moderate interest also--not something thins 
you would particu.ariy enjoy. 


A Pine and Guiet Piace, Peter Beagle 


‘The hero is a man who lives in a cermete: y lis converses with 
the ghosts of the customers. One pair, in particular, strixe up quite 


a friendsnip with him, and the book recounts their adventures. The 
general idea is that they remain in the eemetery until they have settled 
something that was bothering them about b-ing s:eady to die, and then 
they go elsewhere. He Sere the two people fixed up or their problems 
scivea, and then he leaves tie cemetery and goes back to the regular 
world (he has been alive a il the time). Peally, quite a good tale, 


Rama, Arthur Clarke 


scteace fMetion- good itury, good travei-tince reading 


Lana of oes Tiempo, Char.es Lummis 
About the southwe: st, particularly New Mexico. Truthfully, I 
can't remember nuch aesut tid SPs, Bub ad tlidesosoy i, 


Diary Ge an fot cfan, erwin 


Quite e saddening --this was during the period J was reading about 
death ana dying, and Lwas sad te | : 
the aged. 


All the Stars a Stage, James Blisn : 
“More science fimtios--nad 1 good timmty, imost in the clase of 
a science fiction mystery. 
The Ambassador, Morris West 
The moral dilem mi of the UF arbausader in Viet N um (to approve 


a coup and the aimost certain assassination of the president). I don't know 
how true thia is, but it scugded authentic at least ia the machinations of 


au 
the assorted agencies and people invalved, 


Tali cing to: ft ee Stuae Terie: 


Ate Di seraeores, “Lo nies afouit & pest ee af, andhas a very 
ue a * ft . 
terse style which is gornetives baci te tollo oct af tha wateric! 
oct :. tts es us au Peay eee aise AS yeh a eae aby ey ee a 
Le Terres Ue SORES git Ve eee eo ees. 
Gre lation. Pabar fete 
Wioninag Through Intirridati , Pobert Pinger 


Ringer discusses how he chs uuged from a locer whe Was intimideted 
to a winner who intimidated otheis, and while it seree that one should not 
submit to the former, Iam not sure thet I @eally ¢ + 

idea. In some respects, it arnounis to being a con artist 
legitimate}. Ringer hes sorre ofher b 
agressive and successful. 


77-78, ©. 2 


The Journey Home, Edward Abbey 

Since I am an Abbey fan, I like this, but also I think it is somewhat 
different from his other books--it is a collection of essays, and some 
are sad, some glad, some factual; they cover a wide range of materiai, 
are uniformly well-written, and moved me a great deal. This would be 
one I would like to repeat if I ever start reading again. 


Passages, by what's-her-name 

One almost has to read this, as everyone was talking about it, and 
I assume you might have at least looked at iit. The examples are of 
interest, but I think somewhat extreme, and of course she leaves us all 
at middle age, so we don't know what is ahead of us. From this, 
and the following book, anI developed my theme for the year: Things Change, 
if I can accept that emotionally as well as intellectually, I think I will 
have made a big step. 


Your Ereoneous Zones, David Dwyer 


a 


The theme of this is fine (that we all have aread@ where we think we 
fail down in terms of other people, but we really don't have to consider 
them as such [I think!) but many of the chapters simply didn't apply to me, 
and they all counseled change in one's attitude but on the basis of one's 
being unhappy. If one is happy, then it seems to me that it doesn't much 
matter if one does sumbit to the assorted problems he says one shauld 
rearrange (e.g., I wait on everyone in my family, but it doesn't bother 
me much, so I don't see why I should make a big case out of it). 

Some parts seemed applicable, some not, and ft suppose it is that way 
with everyone, 


The Grass is Always Greener over the Septic Tank, Erma Bombeck 


“Enough self-improvement, on to the comedy. Gcod, light 
and light-hearted reading. 


READING LIST JUNE 1978 - AUGUST 1979 


Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret, Judy Blume 


This is a children’s book about a girl entering puberty. Judy Blume 
is supposed to be a really hot author, especially for children, but I didn't 
find the book very appealing. Maybe she'll whip one off for people entering 
middle age that will strike me better. 


Wives, Roderick Thorp and Fobert 

Interviews with a variety of women concerning how they felt about their 
roles, their families, themselves, and soon. Cf moderate interest 
I would say. 


The Lives of John J. Hagerman, John Lipsey : 

Hagerman was responstble for assorted projects out here, including 
the Hagerman tunnel, sc I am interested in his life, but this book was 
tediously detailed. 


ManIs Not Alone, Asraham Heschel 
I did not find this consuming enough to finish. 


Notes to 1 Myself, Hugh Prather 
An 5x: maxaltation of Larks, James Lipton 

Pleasant potboilers, good for leaving on the coffee table and glancing 
at occasionally, or showing to company for a laugh or two. 


Living It Up, George Burns 
Autobiography--and I am such a George Burns fan that of course I 
ate this up. 


No Man's Land, Pinter 
1 read this because we were going to see the play, and I thought it 
was a little complicated, but it was fairly good. 


Pieces of the Frame, John *?cPhee 
Essays on assorted things; interestingly written, and interesting 
topics (I find essay books good for bed time reading), 


In the Boom Boom Room, David Rabe 
Another play we were going to see, so I read this ahead, I think this 
would not be one I would recommend highly; it was ©. K., but had drawbacks. 


In This Sign, Joanne Greenberg 

A terribly touching and insightful story of a couple who are deaf--their 
difficulties in the hearing world, and their successes, ‘They are followed 
through three generations. 


The King's Persons, Joanne Gresnberg 

Joanne's first book (early sixties)--it is about the Massacre of York, 
and I found it quite interesting (I lize historical novels). Some of the 
things men do (man's inhumanity to man? ), especially in the name of Gad, 
are incredible. 


Idaho Springs, Ethel Gillette 

Qur western library contains many books about certain communities 
or areas, such as this one, written by women who are apparently trying 
to occupy their time. They do not write very well, but they compile the 
histories that are of interest to us. Such works are often published by 
the vanity press, as was this one, so you know the women are not doing 


it for money. n Anyway, if you want the information, you have to settle 
for what is available. 


The Star Thrower, [ oren diseley 


ne 


Riseley's essays, and some poetry, published posthumously, I believe. 
You know what a favorite he is of mine, and this was no let down, in fact, 
maybe even better than some of his others. He said so many good things-- 
reflections, I would call them--that it is hard to pin down any one, but 
still, there was one. . . he was sitting beneath a plum tree, meditating, 
and remembering, and said, '. . .the smoke from the autumn fields 
seemdd to be penetrating my mind. I wanted to drop them at last, these 
carefully hoarded memories, I wanted to strew them like the blue plums 
in some gesture of love toward the universe all outward ona a mat of 
leaves. Rich, rich and not to be hoarded, only to be laid down for 
someone, anyone, no longer to be carried and remembered in pain. 

And I thought about our membries and the idea of making of them a 
gesture of love. The rest of the book is perhaps sadder, or more pensive 
in tone than many of his works, but most rewarding reading. 


The April Game, Diogenes 
This is a discussion of income tax filing, IFS agents, and all the rest, 
written by an agent, and of great interest to someone who files tax returns. 


The Milagro Beanfield . ar, John Nichols 
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5 novel, this work deals with Spanish \mericans in the area of 
northern New Mexico- unnamed, but 3:0 familiar it might be about the 
area where we have our land, 4 roaring good story, and it provides 


a lot of insight into both sides, and ends satisfactorily by not having a 
pat ending. 


Abbey's Road, idward Abbegty 

Abbey is another of my favorites, and he is still alive so we might 
look for more from him. This is more essays, but the tone seems a bit 
different from his other works. He is aware of some things he cannot 
influence (You C n't Do It 4117), and seems unconcerned now (an attitude 
I find growing in myself), Some of the essays are terribly funny because 
of the episodes they describe, some aee thoughtful, all are good reading. 
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My reading list is so painfully short this time, I can just put it in here. 

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, Solzenehitzen: This is the story 

of a day in the life of a prisoner in one of the Russian camps (for 

-Russians, not during WW II for Germans or whatever)--difficult in a way, 
but uplifting in a way, too, because he spent his time making it through 

the day in somewhat the same way that we all do, and he took satisfaction 

in doing his assigned task well, and in staying out of trouble... and 

it is the only Solzenehitzen I have read, and it is very quick to read, so 

I would recommend it. I have not waded through Gulag in its many volumes. 


The Cutlaw Trail, Robert Redford: My violent crush on Robert Redfard 
has subsided, but I wanted to redd this to see whether he had something 
going with his other interests. The book tells about their trip (RR and 

a group of friends, including Edward Abbey) along the outlaw trail, which 
is from Wyoming down to Utah--and he has a lot of lovely pictures, and 
a fairly good story with them, although their experiences mix in with 

the history of the outlaws--maybe that's O. K., though. This is an area 
we are interested in, of course, so it seemed as Wf we wouldn't really 

be covering the literature if we didn't have this book! 


Founder's Praise, Joanne Greenberg: Ann has read this, so she can 
probably give you more detail, but it is about the religious fervor born 
from the thankfulness of one man, and how #t becomes corrupted by 
others (at least, I think that is it)~-and the thing that grabs me is that 
one of the ending themes is, ''What happened to the joy [ that was in it] 7" 
. . . and inIn This Sign, the ending says it is better to laugh than to 
cry, and in her new (not yet quite organized) book, one of the messages 
is that we should take delight in what we do (as we live). I told her that 
I was reared to "be content with one's lot in life,'’ but when I told that 

to people, they thought I simply meant to be cow-like, and that isn't it 

at all. Being content with one's lot does not preclude advancement, 
improvement, gaining things and gaining growth, it just means being 
content (this no doubt includes self, I'm ©. K., you're O.K., etc. )--but 
I told her that people realiy didn't know what 1 was talking about, and I 
suppose that is partly because I don't express it accurately, but she 
knew. She said that one of the Talmudic laws is to be satisfied with what 
one has, which also does not mean that one does not yearn for more-- 
that even the yearning is a part of the being satisfied. This gets very 
complicated, I think. 


I believe that I must ring off for now. I just talked to Mark, and he has 
made the orchestra again (they have to audition every quarter), which 
pleages me no end, as he enjoys the orchestra a great deal, and Iam giad 
for him to have the opportunity to play in it. Please do take care, and 
have happy holidays, and all kinds of good things. 


Much love, 


February 1980 - March 1981 


Shogun, James Clavell: More than I want to know about Japan, although 

it is interesting to learn about customs and life style, and I do like historical 
stuff. My opinion of this is a minority one; everyone I know who read it 
thought it was the best thing out in years. 


Guides to Straight Thinking, Stuart Chase: This goes with a logic class 
at the high school. He lists 13 logical fallacies, discusses them, and 
tries to make the reader aware enough to avoid making these mistakes 
in logic or at least to recognize them when someone else makes them. 


Rites of Passage; Summering, Joanne Greenberg: Two books of short 


stories. One of these stories--about a man and a watch ("The Timekeeper,"' 
I think) is reatly outstanding. 


The Right Stuff, Tom Wolfe: This is about the astronauts --the training, 
the competition, the disappointments, the deaths. . . medium, I would 
Say. 


Heartsounds, Martha Weinman Lear: Mrs. Lear writes about her 
husband's heart attack, illness, treatment, and eventual death--sounds 
not too interesting, but it is written in a compelling way, is not maudlin, 
and I read it cover to cover in two days--Lear was a doctor himself, 
and the question arises that perhaps he was overtreated, and sometimes 
maybe he was not treated quite properly. 


The Monday Voices, Joanne Greenberg; A story about a man working 


for rehabilitation services, and the cases he dealt with. This was 
inspired by her husband's occupation, but is a novel, not a true story. 


Culture of Narcissism, Christopher Lasch; Lasch discusses the 


en a ee 


prevaience of self-love or admiration or concern in our society-- 
fairly good, some fairly salient things in it. 


High Crimes and Misdemeanors, Joanne Greenberg: More short stories, 


but many of these have a moral theme, and many of them are specifically 
related to Judaism, Some are humorous. 


‘The Story of Early Estes Park, Enos A. Millis: Mills writes (first hand) 
about the development of Estes Park--I love this kind of thing! 


The Better of Goodman Ace, Goodman Ace: Short pieces by Ace (of 


a 


Easy Aces fame), which are sometimes low key, and always interesting. 


‘il the Strange Hours, Loren Hiseley: Definitely my book of the year! 
This is an unusual autobiography which deals more with feelings developed 
from a singular incident than with a chronology of events. It is haunting 


and powerful! in its depth and perception, 


The Runaway Universe, Paul Davies: This is a discussion of the universe, 


its origins, its future, and so on- it was terribly good, and I can't tell 
you a single thing about it. 


The Stories of John Cheever, John Cheever; A very fine collection of 
his short stories, although eventually (it is long), his characters grow 
a bit repetitious. Still, some fine pieces in it. 


Ground Afire, Laura Nelson Baker: The story of the Death Valley 


Monument; although written on about a sixth grade level, it is interesting 
stuff, 


es a 


Cutting Up in the Kitchen, Merle Ellis: A book filled with tips on choosing, 
fixing, getting the most out of, and so on with meat, by a butcher. Useful. 


The Man Who Saw Through Time, Loren Hiseley: A discussion of 
Francis Bacon, whom Eiseley sav says was maligned wrongly. 


Dancing Without Music, Beryl Benderley: The story of deafness in 
America. It is comprehensive, thorough, sounds accurate, and Joanne 
says the best thing on the whole situation (what causes deafness, and 
what is being done, and so on, including a discussion of Sign--ASL, 
manualism, oralism, etc.). 


Good News, Edward Abbey: More like the Monkey Wrench Gang, but 


less hopeful than that one- really a pretty grim appraisal of what is 
going to happen (fiction, though). 


Murmurs of Barth, Carl Sagan: A report on the Voyager message-- 
really interesting. 


The World According to Garp (forgot the author): Fiction--a story that 
didn't carry any message for me, and which read rather slowly in the 
middle. 


© Pioneers! Willa Cather: Excellent--subtle points come across in a 
good story about pioneers, 


shadows on the Rock, Willa Cather: Very good- a story about Cuebed 


and some French transplants and their life in Guebed, Calm, but 
impressive. 


April 1981 - October 1981 


THINGS I LEARNED AFTER IT WAS TOO LATE, Charles Schultz 
This is a book of Peanuts cartoons, which is charming for casual 


reading; it is not quite so perceptive as some of his others, or perhaps 
not so applicable to me, 


MERE CHRISTIANITY, C. S. Lewis 

I worked on getting through this book for nearly a year, and finally 
made it. It is definitely worth reading, IF one assumes that C.S. Lewis 
is the final authority on what makes a Christian a Christian; well, it is 
worth reading even if he is not. Certainly, he is a respected person, and 
his views of what makes a Christian are terribly interesting. In most 
respects, by all of his definitions, I would not qualify, while I was reading 
the book, this bothered me a great deal, and I kept looking for a label 
I could give myseif since I was not really a Christian, Now that ik is 
behind me, I don't mind so much, and am not really looking for a label. 
I did decide, however, that I was an agnostic theist--how's that!! Certainly 
a very thought provoking book, and an informative one, itis better taken 
in relatively small doses over a period of time. 


GIVING GCOD WEIGHT, John McPhee 


Five essays , about a variety of non-related topics. The material 
is as interesting as the way it is written. 


STARTING IN THE MIDDLE. Judith Wax 


A discussion centering on middle-age--some perceptive comments, 
and light, fast reading. 


JACK BENNY, Irving Fein 
This is a biography of Jack Benny, and since | am a big Benny fan, 
I loved it, although I suppose that itis colored by how Fein viewed him 


(Fein was his manager, I believe), which was favorbbly, but that's OK 
with me. 


ONE MAN'S WEST, David Lavender 

David Lavender writes about the west, and this is autobiographical, 
talking about his personal adventures as he was a young man out here, 
It covers western development around 1942, is extremely interesting to 
read, and hits a lot of places we know about, so that makes it more personal 
to us, 


NOAH'S ARK TOURIST CLASS, Ephraim Kishon 
A collection of Jewish short stories-~some terribly funny, some 
not so much so. 


STRICTLY SPEAKING, Edwin Newman 

He has been criticised for advocating "no change, " but I think he 
is advocating precision, and I think that is a good thing, even though I 
am not precise. 


1981, page two 


THE SEASON'S OF A MAN'S LIFE, Daniel Levinson 

Though tedious at times, this book does provide some interesting 
generalizations and a few perceptive insights. There is no pat answer or 
recipe for getting through the periods of development. Still, my overall 
impression is that though the author concentrates on the stages, there are 
many, many ways of confronting them and going through them. Applies in 
some ways not specifically given to women as well, This is the basis for 
Passages, which was published earlier, and is a more popular approach. 
This book is more scholarly, and seems to be better documented, and I 
found it more hetpful. 


CRISIS INVESTING, Douglas Casey 

He predicts and explains a (the?) impending disaster or destruction 
of our economic system and what we should do to protect ourselves, 
Unfortunately, $50,000 is his minimum for being able to save oneself, 
so I have not paid too much attention to him. (Actually, I don't think our 
whole economic system is going to disappear, ) 


THE FIRST THREE MINUTES, Steven Weinberg 

He describes just that--the first three minutes of the universe, 
and while it was intensely interesting, I have no idea what he was talking 
about, and couldn't tell you one word he said. 


TAIPAN, James Clavell 

This is a novel about China in the same way Shogun was about Japan, 
and I didn't finish this one either, It certainly is interesting to explore 
Chinese life (not current, probably about 200p years ago), but it was just 
more than I could wade through. I may read ih in another life. 


CLAN OF THE CAVE BEAR, Jean Auel 

A novel about cave people, the author appears to have researched her 
material very carefully, or at Least believably! The basic idea is that 
a strange girl (presumably Cro-Magnon) happens upon the Clan people 
(Neanderthal), and spends about eight years trying to adjust to them, and 
they to her (they don't, she does). One perceptive medicine man sees that 
the Clan is due to die out and the girl and her kind to survive because the 
Clan people have only past memory to go on, while the girl is able to learn, 
to invent, and develop (adjust to change). That part was interesting, but I 
thought the most telling point was that the book was a treatise on prejudice-- 
the Clan could not accept her because she was different, and fear and 
ignorance made them be so hard on her that she did, eventually, leave, 
A good story all the way around. 
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THE SEARCH FOR ANNA FISHER by Louise Fisher 

Here we have the chronicle of a woman who was adopted, learned of 
her adoption by accident, and later began a furious search for her biological 
parents. The search was eventually successful, and she learned who both her 
biological parents were, met them, and even became friendly with her father, 
although her mother did not feel that she could let Louise (who is also Anna) 
into her present life because her family did not know about Louise's birth. 

This is our March book group selection, and since I have the discussion 
next week, I have looked up four books and five magazine articles about 
adoption in an effort to find out whether Louise's attitude was typical or 
unusual, The books I found were mostly "how to adopt" books, but one magazine 
article did indicate that adoptees were eager to find their roots, that is, 
who/where they came from, whom they locked like, what their history was, and 
that sort of thing--more so than really establishing a whole new set of parents. 
At first, I thought her atkitude was strange, but as I read more about Le, 
LI see that children probably would like to know their history; after all, I 
have family history coming out of my eyebalis, so what do I know about being 
adopted and not having any of that? I can sea, though, that if I were adopted, 
I would have missed a tremendous amount in the history line. Further, of 
course, there is ghe genetic problem; what do you put on the line where 
it asks "grandfather died from. . ." when you don't know who your grandfather 
is? Louise Bisher's adoptive home was not very happy, but according to her, 
and also from what else I have gathered, that is not the total reason for 
her obsessive search. I personally feel, though, that that is part of the 
reason. 


THE WIFE OF MARTIN GUERRE by Janet Lewis 

A charming story about sixteenth century Franch, and the place of 
men and women in that culture, this turns out to be a mystery story in 2 way. 
Charming is not the word for the story as it develops, but it does start out 
that way. For a complicated reason, the husband leaves home and stays away 
eight years, and when he finally returns, the wife knows it is an imposter, 
and spend§the rest of the book trying to prove it. An interesting tale. 


I HAVE ABANDONED MY SEARCH FOR TRUTH AND AM LOOKING FOR A GOOD FANTASY 
APPRECIATE ME NOW AND AVOID THE RUSH 
and one other title, all by Ashleigh Brilliant 

These are pithy sayings illustrated pithily, and some of them are 
so good I can't stand it. (One is, "Get me the dictionary, I want to find 
the meaning of life." ) His cartoons (I don't know what else to call then) 
are syndicated and appear in assorted newspapers. 


AN INDECENT OBSESSION by Colleen McCullough 

McCullough wrote THE THORN BIRDS, which I have not read, and I think 
liked the fame and money so well she whipped off another one, but I think this 
book was something less than fantastic. It is the story of a group of 
war people (soldiers) who were sent to a psychiatric ward in a hospital in 
Australia, and the nurse who was in charge of them. Her conclusdon at the 
end is that caring for these people is loving them, and that is her obsession, 
but Joanne and I are not sure that her conclusion is correct (it is partly, 
I suppose). We did, however, cape enough about the book to finish it. 
Actually, she equated love with duty, which I don't at ali, so I was not 
quite accurate when I said caring above. 


SEA RUN by Mary Louise Shields 

The author's mother was in and out of psychiatric hospitals for a 
great share of her life, and the author feared that she would meet the same 
fate, so she undertook a five-year session being psychodnalyzed. The book 
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deals with that five years, but of course includes some previous history 
as 4 part of the whole thing. It is interesting in a lot of ways, and I 
did finish it, but at times I felt that she was terribly self-centered. 
One thing that bothered me terribly was her reaction to her husband when 
she found he had been having a thing on the side . . . she loved him a great 
deal, and he was a marvelous father, but she just would not make up with him 
and they were divorced. They maintained a fairly decent relationship because 
he helped with the chilttren, but I think she gave up a great deal, at least 
to listen to her accounts of him, and then she turned around and had several 
affairs herself after they were separated (we@l, theregs nothing so odd 
about that, it's just that it struck me that if she felt so strongly about 
his being faithful, she might have had a little more restraint even after 
they were separated. . . I am not sure if I am being clear about this). 

Tt is never totally clear whether psychoanalys&s cleared her fear 
of going mad, or just what it did do for her, but she stopped voluntarily 
after five years, and the doctor felt she was ready to stop. It is very 


interesting in a lot of ways (oh, heavens, I said that before), and «t some 
times very tedious. 


GOD IS AN ENGLISHMAN by Delderfield 

This is part of a historical trilogy which deals with England, 
and the development of a wagon-service about the time that railroads 
were being developed. It is a good romance, the part about the railroads 
and the wagons is interesting, and it is adventurous at the end because 
of an accident which forces all the characters to do something a little 
above and beyond what they have been asked to do befowe. It is marvelous 
for women's libbers because the wife starts out to be a fairly weak person 
and develops into a strong and heroic character—the relationship between 
men and women an general and the husband and wife in particular is quite 
well done. The husband and wife have what most of us felt (another book 
group selection) was*very unusual relationship, particularly for that 
period of time. 


ATLAS SHRUGGED by Ayn Rand 

IT am not a big admirer of Ayn Rand (I notice she died recently), 
but this was a book group selection, so I did make a stab at it. I didn't 
finish it, and Mark's roommate filled me in on the details of the ending, 
and I do not feel that it is worth the time to read the whole thing. I'm 
not even sure just what it is whe is promoting, which shows you that I wasn't 
paying very close attention. 


THE DELTOID PUMPKIN SEED by John McPhee 

Dick is a big McPhee fan, and I am not quite so much so, but we 
have a collection of McPhee the way we have a collection of Eiseley. This 
one is about building a highly specialized airplane; it is noderately 
interesting, I guess fairly well written, and not required reading in my view. 


MODERN AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS by Jean Gould 

A thumbnail sketch of Tennessee Williams, William Inge, and 
several cther playwrights, which makes good reading, and sheds a bit of 
light on their work because the author tells some of their backgrounds. 
It is written on about an eighth grade level, but that's O.K., because I 
don't know much about their backgrounds, and this is easy to understand. 


A MAN CALLED INTREPID by William Stevenson 

A history of William Stephenson's activities (different man from 
the author) as the head of the British intelligence in the U.S. during W.W.II. 
A good spy story, part of the interest of this book is the light it sheds on 
the activities of those who were not spies (Churchill, Reosevelt) before and 
during the war. 
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THE STOLEN JEW by Jay Neugeboren 

Probably I am into a bunch of Jewish things because of Joanne-- 
certainly I wouldn't have read this without knowing her, but she knows the 
author, and felt that it was a pretty good book. The story is about a Jewish 
gentleman whose wife has died, and whose son has been killed by muggers in 
New York City, and he is living in Israel. He returns to the U.S. for the 
funeral of his brother, and the book begins at this time. There is a story 
within this that the hero wrote long years ago, and there are repeated 
references to that story, and eventually a lot of it is included in the book, 
and the whole thing gets very confused (to me}. The perceptions of the hero 
do develop, and he works with his nephew on an effort to help someone escape 
from Russia (it doesn't work), and he does end up with a brighter view than he 
started with, but I had periods when I wasn't sure that it was worth the effort. 


MADAME BOVARY by Gustav Flaubert 

This classic work was pushed by me for our book group, and it did 
turn out to be a good selection as far as they were concerned. It is an 
excellent character study of Emma (the heroine); well written; spare in parts 
to emphasize Emma. She is terribly self-centered, but considering the time she 
was in, there were fewer choices open to her than there would be now. The 
book is good reading, and made us all think hard about Emma. This was Flaubert's 
most famous novel, and practically his only published work. He wrote all his 
life, but really was not very successful, except for this work. (I did the 
discussion so did the research on Flaubert's life, and it was pretty strange-— 
he studied to be a doctor, but never passed (no--I think maybe it was a lawyer), 
and was sickly, and had some unrequited loves, and all kinds of things-- 
never really took control of his life, in a way.) 


THE FATE OF THE EARTH 69—deayx-Sebnett, or Jonathan Schell, which first appeared 
in THE NEW YORKER under the title REFLECTIONS 

This book is so scary that the only way I could manage the first two 
sections was to almost ignore them--however, the first dealt with the bomb 
possibilities, and the second dealt with the philosophical aspects of killing 
not only ourselves, but all future generations. The third section did not really 
tell us what to do about the nuclear problem (weapons), but he did say that we 
should let people know how we felt, talk about the problem, write our con- 
gressmen about our concerns, and I have done that--and maybe that kind of thing 
is what got the nucihéar freeze activity started. I hope the ground swell does 
not diminish. The book is somewhat repetitive, but he certainly makes his 
points clear (for some of us, it takes more than one telling). I consider 
this MUST reading for everyone in the country, at least as starters. 


THE ADOPTION TRIANGLE by Arthur Sorosky 
GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, INTIMATE NOTEBOOK, trans. Steegmuller 
THE LETTERS OF GUSTAV FLAUBERT, trans., Steegmuller 
FLAUBERT, THE MAKING OF THE MASTER by Enid Starkie 
These four were books I used for my discusszions in books group, 
so I did not read them all but glanced at them, some a little more than others. 


LOVE IS ETERNAL by Irving Stone 

A biography of Mary Todd Lincoln that may or may not be accurate, but 
paints a totally different portrait of Mrs. Lincoln than what I had heard in 
the past (I had thought she was selfish, grasping, and scheming; this book comes 
across that she was scheming, but self-assured, and convinced of Lincoln's worth 
to the extent that she promoted herself with him, and him with the country-- 
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a somewhat different perspective) and is absorbingly written. Stone covers 
mid-nineteenth century southern society (and Illinois society, too), the 
development of the war (somewhat brief on this), and just all kinds of other 
things (furnishing a home in early Springfield) in detail that is interesting 
and a style that keeps one going to the end--an end which is fraught with 
drama and sadness for everyone on every level (the book ends with Lincoln's 
death, rather than going on to Mary Todd's death). A book group selection, 
we decided that MIL was perhaps more admirable than we had heard in the past, 
and the discussion was good. 


TIME AND AGAIN by Jack Finney 

This is a good story (book group) about moving back and forth in 
time; most of the members were surprised that the hero chose to go back to 
stay rather than choosing to stay in his own time period--but the trips are 
interesting, even though some of the mechanics are not covered clearly. 


ERROL FLYNN--THE UNTOLD STORY by Charles Higham 
Expose type book--~interesting because I was such a terribly enthusiastic 

fan of his about thirty-five years ago. This author tells that he was a 
communist, and helped the Nazis during the war, which I have no way of knowing 
whether that is true or not. I have always heard that his sex life was really 
outlandish, and this book supports that idea. One of the stories that made me 

the most upset was of Flynn's court case fighting an accusation against him by 

a young girl. The accusation was true, but Flynn had a foxy lawyer, and was 


found not guilty; I dislike this approach to our court system. Anyway, this 
is hardly a book I would put on anyone's must list. 


THE LIVES OF A CELL by Lewis Thomas 

Like Eiseley, the anthropologist who writes philosophically, this 
man is a biologist who writes in the same vein. I think the book bears 
re-reading, as I cannot really explain what he says, but there are several 
chapters that are particularly interesting, one about death/dying, and other 
things, and I believe that the book is well worth reading. 


THE IMMENSE JOURNEY by Loren Eiseley 
I have already discussed this in years past; I re-read it on the 
plane when I went to Illinois. It is just as good--maybe even better. 


THE ELEMENTS OF STYLE by Strunk and White 

This is a golden oldie style book, except that it is a discussion 
rather than a lot of rules, and makes good reading (if your interests lie along 
those lines, which mine do). Enjoyed this--and he had a couple of maxims 
which are not uppermost in my mind right now, but which made good sense. 


GOODBYE DARKNESS by William Manchester 

While this is a memoir about World War II, it is lifted above the 
ordinary memoir for me by having several places in it where Manchester 
discusses why he did what he did (enlisting), how he felt about it, how people 
felt in general, why that was what some of us call the last “good" war, and 
how things/attitudes have changed, and what he would do now. The battle 
stories are well written, too, so that I wanted to race through the whole thing. 


THE SAME.RIVER TWICE by Corinne Demas Bliss 

This is one of the pre-publication copies that I got to read because 
it was sent to Joanne for some dust jacket blurbs. [It is the story of a couple 
of years in a woman's life during which she journeys through the country, and 
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remembers things that have happened to her before. In theory, she is reliving 
these experiences and commenting on how she ehanged and grew, but my feeling 
about it was that she didn't change or grow, just basked in her own feelings 


which I wasn't terribly interested in, and I felt that her approach to her own 
life remained immature. 


BENT'S FORT by David Lavender 

(A book group selection.) Interesting book, tedious in spots, 
confusing in spots, still, this covers a part of the country (southern 
Colorado, northern New Mexico) in which we are very interestéd, so that the 
material itself is some that we would like to make part of our own knowledge. 
However, some of the reportage is speculation or conjecture, as noted in 
the documentation, so it is not a true blue historical account~-although, it 
is probably as close as one could get; records from that period (beaver 


trappers, early gold miners, exploring the Louisiana Purchase, all that good 
stuff) are not particularly precise. 


CONGO by Michael Crichton 

This is a kind of science fiction thriller by the author of The 
Andromeda Strain. ft is about an ape that has been reared in captivity, 
taught some communication skills, and then is used in an effort to manage 
(i.e., for the humans to manage against the apes) in the midst of Africa. 
It is fairly good as an adventure story, but it leaves a lot of things 
unexplained, and the ending was just too blue sky to be either believable or 
consistent. (The hero and heroine were saved, and they really should have 
been killed.) ; 


WHY I AM NOT A CHRISTIAN by Bertrand Russell 

This is a very old series of essays that/fare very well written and 
very good to read, and I agree with a great deal of what he says. I see the 
main problem as being that he is too simplistic, and he deals only with bogie, 
and not with the emotional need for religion, or the non-logical feeling of 
faith. 


FORGIVING by Shelley List 

This is another pre-publication work. The heroine seems real and 
not so superficial as the SAME RIVER heroine. The first fifty pages are 
largely sexual, and one wonders where this is going. The woman works~——hooray, 
maybe this is a feminist novel. The flashbacks are handled fairly well (as 
they were not in SAME RIVER where they were terribly confusing). On page 46, 
there is a paragraph, "Don't ask," that sounds like the goy's (non-Jewish) idea 


of a Jewish mother, but the following paragraph is significant: "Mother ask me 
how I am. .' Those pages are good. (iI know you can't refer instantly to 
those pages . . . I wrote this number for Joanne~-she wanted to know if she 


should read it.) The book as a whole has some good perceptions, but I don't 
think it will become a classic, and the title is a tad misleading. 


BLACK SUNEESS by Edward Abbey 


This is a novel about a fire watcher and a girl which has some good 
points but is not nearly so striking as most of Abbey's work. 


ONE HOT SUMMER by Norrey Ford 

Here we have a Harlequin Romance, which I read because I wanted to 
know what they were all about. They are pot-boilers, and remind me of the movies 
we saw inthe forties where everything turned out moonlight and roses in the end. 
Have you any idea how long it took me to figure out that life simply was not 
like that? 


READING: October 1982--February 1983 


THE DEAD OF THE HOUSE, Hannah Green 

This book is by the real Hannah Green, which is the pseudonym used by 
Joanne Greenberg for hersecond book (ROSE GARDEN). When the real Green found 
out about Joanne, she requested that Joanne not use the name Creen any more, 
which she hasn't. Anyway, this is a rather nostalgic story about the family 
of a girl, especially her grandfather. It reminds me of some things that I 
think about my ancestors, but I can't see it as a published novel, even though 
it is well written. It is a lovely memoir. 


PIONEER WOMEN, Joanna L. Stratton 

This one was for our book group, and I first expected it to be a tedious 
turkey, but it is an organized collection of reminiscences of Kansas settlers 
(gleaned from descendants, not the settlers themselves)about life on the 
Kansas frontier, and it is much better than that description sounds. We 
pointed out (at book group) that the hardiness of the people is staggering, 
but the un-hardy ones didn't Stay with it (went home, died, and so on), so 
we do get the weighted picture of a group of almost super-human people. 
At the same time that we were reading this, the Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts (Denver repertory theatre) put on THE QUILTERS, which was 
also a piece about women, and which also was far superior to what I had 
thought it was going to be. Life in the west, from the women--I liked both 
works, and I am not much of a women's libber. 


NOT A PENNEY MORE, NOT A PENNEY LESS, Jeffrey Archer 
This is the story of four men who are bilked out of a million dollars, 
and how they re-con the bilker out of the money they had lost. It is 
very light weight, and very entertaining. In spite of some of the gaps 
in logic (how did they manage this and how did they get away with that), 


it is fun to follow them taking advantage of the man who took advantage of 
them. 


THERE'S A DANCE IN THE OLD DAME YET, Harriet Robey 

This is a personal account of aging, widowhood, and adjustment. There 
are some very good perceptions on relationships with children, asking for 
help, and so on. I think it is an account that is worth reading, if for nothing 
more than realizing that we are all in the same boat at one time or another-- 
and that gives us support. I was especially interested in her discussion 
about going in for pain therapy--I know someone else in this situation, who 
won't go for it, but Mrs. Robey seems to have been helped tremendously. 


ANGLE OF REPOSE, Wallace Stegner 

This is the story of a marriage, but how beautifully written, how 
perceptively examined—-oh, boy. (Stegner is one of my biggies, you know.) 
The heroine is an artist, and has a friend (another woman) who is also an 
artist, and they have another friend (man) who is something pretty fancy. 
The man decides to marry Augusta rather than the heroine (swell, I can't 
remember her name!), and so the heroine marries Oliver-—-a man who just sort 
of happened upon the scene, but was very much in love with her. They then 
go west where he works as an engineer, but he always is on the brink of 
Success, and never quite makes it. She supports them with her artist—work, 
they have several children, she goes back east from time to time while he 
tries to get established, and they have a lot of problems, but stick it out. 
i think she is Victorian enough that she will Stay with him, even though 


2 


things are very difficult part of the time (not so much the support thine, 
as that they have assorted emotional problems). She fails in love with 
another man (Frank), but tells him they can't develop anything because 

she is going to stay with Oliver, and because of her seeing Frank to say 
goodbye, their little girl is drowned. After all of this, Oliver thinks 
that she has had an affair with Frank, and blames her for the death of 

the little girl, and so they spend the next forty years in a kind of 

armed truce. This story in itself may not sound spectacular, but Stegner 
puts it together so that one does, indeed, feel that he has examined a 
marriage and some of the turmoil that goes with keeping it going for years 
and years and years. In between all of these goings on, the author--no, 
the narrator--tells some of his Situation; he is the grandson of the woman 
he is writing about. He, too, has his problems with his marriage, and at 
the very end, he is wondering if he will be able to forgive, and "be a better 
man than his grandfather was "--because his grandfather could never forgive 
his grandmother. Stegner also discusses the angle of repose--which is 

the angle of a cut (e.g., through a mountain) at which the gravel no longer 
rolls down, but the side stays stable--and the angle at which two people 


Support one another. Really poetic, eh? It is a wonderful work (fiction) 
which I recommend. 


SOHPIE!S CHOICE, ‘William Styron 

This is a well-written novel which starts out as if it were going to be 
a love story, but develops into a commentary about Auschwitz. For those who 
have not read what might be called an eye-witness report, this covers the 
territory (did you see "The Holocaust" on television?). Sophie was there, 
but survived. After coming to America, she is taken under the wing of a 
charming young man (Nathan) with whom she falls totally in love (and vice 
versa). Enter the narrator (Stingo) who also falls in love with Sophie - 
(not vice versa). The plot thickens. Nathan has periods of violent and 
uncontrolled behavior, in which he abuses sophie, and they split up. 
During these periods, Sophie leans on Stingo, and it is then that we hear her 
stories of Auschwitz--before, during, and after. Stingo tries to save Sophie 
from Nathan, but Nathan's appeal (draw) is too strong; she returns, and they 
commit suicide together. The book is almost over long; the parts about the 
lovers and about the friends are sprinkled in between the longer parts 
about the war years. Sometimes there is a little conversation; but it is a 
part of history that we all need to know. Sophie talks about Nathan's 
abuse: drugs? does that have to be an excuse? "We must pity a manfunder 
the influence of drugs . . ."--Must we? He nearly killed me, Sophie tells us. 
That's just a sideline; Nathan is psychotic, and their relationship is 
terribly stormy. The story is exhausting. 


READING LIST FEBRUARY 1983--MAY 1983 


1984; George Orwell 

This was a selection for our book group; it seemed a good time to 
re-read it, since it is 1983. Unfortunately, we had a small group at 
the meeting, and the discussion went nowhere. I did not find it quite 
so chilling as I had the first time years ago, except for the part where 
the hero and heroine betray one another--that is something I think we 
might all be guilty of in the extremity to which they were subjected. 


WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE; Rabbi Harold Kushner 
This is one of the biggies of the season. He writes a good discussion 
with which I agree in large measure, so of course I liked it. One of his 
points is that God set the worid up, but does not sit around (stand around? 
fly around?) messing things up just to punish someone, or test someone: 
the bad things that happen are caused by other factors, and some of those 
are factors over which we have no control. I found his thesis eminently 
satisfying and reasonabie, and the comments (that one makes to someone 
who has experienced some kind of sorrow) rational and comforting at 
the same time. 


THE CINDERELLA COMPLEX; Colette Dowling 

I feared this was goigg to be another women's lib treatise (book group 
selection), but it isn't that--even though it does deal with women becoming 
freer in their lives. The best part is that she doesn't waste any time 
blaming men for women's problems, How refreshing!! She explains how 
and why women came to be dependent (subservient uncreative, holding 
back, what have you), and how they can work to overcome these problems, 
and the main ingredient of the position of holding back is fear. I certainly 
understand that--fear of being independent. fear of being wrong, fear o0* 
all kinds of things, and no matter whether one is a housewife or an editor 
or president of something, this fear of living fully really should be dealt 
with. She explains that many of us really want to be dependent, to be 
cared for, not take responsibility for our decisions or our lives. An 
interestingly written book, I think there is some fine material here. 


NEW MEXICO THE SHINING LAND; John L. Sinclair 

Sinclair talks about New Mexico in a rather folksy way--some history, 
some Indian, Mexican, early settlers, and soon. Iwas especially inter- 
ested in the parts about places we have been. While not the best thing we 
have on New Mexico, it is quite good. 


CHOCOLATE, THE CONSUMING PASSION; Sandra Boynton 
This is a cutesy book for and about chocolate lovers. 


A FEW MINUTES WITH ANDY ROONEY; Andy Rooney 

This book contains some essays, some material from TV shows, 
and some longer pieces. If you like him as much as I do, you would 
like reading this. I find him often entertaining, often hitting the mark 
on mundane matters, and occasionally thought-provoking. 


2/83-5/83, 2 


WAR AND REMEMBRANCE; Herman Wouk 

Our book group (some of us) watched THE WINDS OF WAR--and 18 
hour maxi-series on TV-- which is the first book of a triddgy, and W. & R. 
is the second (I dontt know if #3 is out), so I had the background from the 
TV show, and then read the second book. Wouk takes a fictitious family 
and plops them in the era of World War Il. The characters are very flat, 
and never really come alive. The historical part is interesting, but I 
always wonder how accurate the history part is in a novel. Maybe following 
the characters around makes the history seem more personal, but I think 
it might be better to read something one knows is factual. I would rate 
this so-so, mainly because it is absolutely interminable. Fourteen 
hundred pages is just too long for a novel. 


FOUR ARGUMENTS FOR THE ELMINATION OF TELEVISION; Jerry 
Mander (His parents had a sense of humor to give him a name like that, eh?) 

This book (another book group choice) has a lot to say, and a lot to 
promote--and it reads as if it is carefully done. He advocates total 
elimination because of The Mediation of Awareness, The Colonization of 
Experience, The Effects on the Human Being, and The Inherent Biases of 
television, and he feels that the nature of TV is such that these bad parts 
cannot be changed. All of these things make sense. However, I consider 
myself intelligent enough to cope with some of these problems: recognition 
of what is (and is not) real, recognition of the limitations of presentations 
(e.g., news), and so on, although maybe I'm wrong, too. 


LOVE; Leo Buscaglia 
I can't put much of this into words, but I thought it was good, anda 


lot of it true. Iam not, however, quite such a totally loving person as 
Leo is! ; 


THE 100th MONKEY; Ken Keyes 

i already know about the dangers of nuclear stuff (see Jonathan Sheil, 
no, Schell, from an earlier tist), and I tell people what Ican. Keyes’ idea 
is that we will at length reach enough people to make some difference. 


PITCAIRN ISLAND (Silverman); A DESCRIPTION OF PITCAIRN'S ISLAND 
(A. L. Fowle); PITCAIRN--CHILDREN OF MUTINY (lan Ball) 

A quick look at these three toid me a little more about the settlement 
of Pitcairn, and what it was like later (this is where the BOUNTY mutineers 
went)--although there wasn't much about what it is like now. This is mostly 
for people who are interested in the place, and I think it would be hard 
to work the material into any current discussion. 


THE SNOW PEOPLE; Marie Herbert 

Here is another book group choice (my last choice was Madame Bovary) 
about a woman who went to Greenland with her photographer husband and 
their infant. It certainly was interesting to see how they managed the year 
they were there, although I got @EX some of the same stu‘f from Jodie when 
she was in Alaska. Mrs. Herbert does not write very smocthly. 


READING LIST May 1983 - January 1984 


ORDINARY PEOPLE, Judith Guest 

I liked the book as much as I liked the movie, which followed the 
book quite faithfully. I found it very disturbing, though, that the mother 
could be so terribly tight that she never was able to share her sorrow over 
the one son's death with her other son, nor her husband, which meant that 
they could not share theirs with her, either. She seemed to be so very 
concerned with images that she could never let go, so her feelings were 
not part of their life together, 


THE CATCHER IN THE RY&, J. D. Salinger 
I read this over because they used it at school; it was interesting, 
but not so compeiling as when I was younger. I am probably less sympathetic 


to the kinds of problems young people have ("finding themselves") than would 
be desirable. 


A SEPARATE PEACE, John Knowles 

Same motivation for re-reading this one, and somewhat the same 
reaction, although I think maybe this one is more perceptive, and goes 
deeper than the other book, so I think of it as a more significant work. 


COLOR ME BEAUTIFUL, Carole Jackson 

Dick wondered why this sat on the book-stack-on-the-bed so long, 
thinking I must be absorbed by it. The truth was, I was not absorbed, so 
it took me an age to get through it. The book tells one how to be lovely 
with colors, makeup, wardrobe, etc. Unfortunately, it didn't take. I'm 
no lovelier than ever, and I still like blue. 


BY GEORGE, George Kaufman 

A collection of his work from THE NEW YORKER, and some plays. 
Though it is very well written, and very entertaining, parts. of it are dated, 
and not so funny as I'm sure they were when they first came out. 


AND MORE BY ANDY ROONEY, Andy Rooney 

More good stuff {I love Andy Rooney, and we catch him on "Sixty 
Minutes"), some humorous but some serious--especially on life (whth 
humorous undertones which make it even more palatable), 


THE SCRRLET LETTER, Nathanial Hawthorne 

This was a book group selection because we wanted to read sdumiathine 
in which the characters were developed. I did the report, and that was my 
last session with the book group. I thought the book very well written, and 
I tiked it better than the first time. 


STEPS, Jerzy Kosinski 

I don't even know how to describe this. I read it on Mark's suggestion. 
It was fairly well written, fairly interesting, and parts were just awful (he 
was a refuge from the war camps), and I don't think I learned as much as 
Mark did. 


May 83-January 84, page two 


PIECES OF BIGHT, Sidney Harris 
This is a book of his columns~-good, serious essays about all kinds 


of things. I have a list of at least twenty that I think are must reading! Loved 
the whole book. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE, Kurt Vonnegut 
This is another of Mark's suggestions. I am glad to have read one 
of Vonnegut's, but I can't say that I thought it was as great as Mark did/ 
It is a moderately interesting story, although I don't feel that the perceptions 
I got were particularly new. It is somewhat depressing, 


I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS, Maya Angelou 
This is quite an interesting story about the life of Miss Angelou, 
although there are a lot of parts that are very sad (she is black... ) 


THE DELTOID PUMPKIN SEED, John McPhee 

i think we have a McPhee fan club out here! But I like his biographical 
work better than what I would cali his general reportohtal work, of which 
this book is an example. It is about the problems of getting an experimental 
plane to fly~-and it is very well written. A tot of his work first appeared 
in THE NEW YORKER. He writes interestingly. 


JOHNNY GOT HIS GUN, Daiton Trumbo 

Another book I took up because Dick used it in class, It is very sad, 
and is the story of a man who lost everything in the war (arms, legs, face) 
and what he thinks about as he ties in bed, unable to do anything--even 
communicate with the nurses. I think he can hear, but he cannot see or talk. 


DO ALL BIRDERS HAVE BEDROOM EYES, DEAR? Gary Trudeau 

This is a Doonesbury book, with some terribly funny stuff about a 
wedding. Someone lost the cards off ali the presents, so they called 139 
people and had to ask what the people had given them. 


CAT'S CRADLE, Kurt Vonnegut 
More on the end of the worid. 


FAHRENHEIT 451, Ray Bradbury 

One of the better science fiction books, and an excellent author. 
In this one, peopie memorize the books, and then go on with their lives-~- 
so the "in" group in a community is known as the titles of the books they 
have committed to memory. 


THE CROFTER AND THE LAIRD, John McPhee 

This is about the tenant and the owner of some land in Scotland 
(Hebrides), and is very interestingly and often touchingly written. (I said 
J liked his. biographical work, and this is a good sample, ) 


May 83-January 84, page three 


THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED, Scott Peck 

"A new psychology of love, traditional values, and spiritual growth, "' 
The part about responsibility was fine; the part about love was confusing in 
parts; discipline is O.K., but he is talking about self-déscipline, which | 
have always been in favor. of. Ask Ann about this--she was very moved by 
it. Probably I was not. 


PRIVATE PARTIES, Jonathan Penner 
A pre-publication manuscript of short stories. These were good 


stories that are fairly well written, although dohawee some holes in them 
as far as character consistency, and so on. 


DAUGHTER OF GOD, Gwen David 

Another pre-publication item (I get these from Joanne)--four good 
comments, which now escape me, but the rest was so sophomoric I can't 
believe it is going to be published. 


DOWN THE RIVER, Edward Abbey 
i wonder if Abbey is meltlowing . . . anyway, add this to my list 
of excellent things he has done. He is definitely one of my favorites, 
and this is lovely (he does describe going down the river --several rivers-- 
and some other things, too). 


A ROOMFUL OF HOVINGS, John McPhee 

More biography--an excellent book. The first piece is about the 
director of the New York Museum of Modern Art, or maybe the Metropolitan 
Museum, whose name is Hoving. 


THE FROZEN LADY, Susan Arnout 

A story about the development of Alaska, which is sometimes 
interesting, and sometimes rather tedious, by a girl who was a student 
of Dick some years ago. 


DELTA WEDDING, Eudora Welty 

This is good descriptive stuff about a southern family in 1923. 
There is not much action, but certainly one gets the flavor of life there 
and then, I fear I am prejudiced about southerners in some respecits-- 
in this work, they seem shallow, and self-centered. 


READING JANUARY ~ JUNE 1984 


MY SEARCH FOR WARREN G. HARDING, Robert Plunkett 

Here is a humorous novel; who knows how true it is, but it ig 
interesting besides being funny in a very droli way. Did Harding have 
a mistress? Were there letters? Is any of this likely to be true? 


TALES FROM BECTIVE BRIDGE, Mary Lavin 

Although not new, it is new to me; this is a book of short stories, 
Irish in background, and the stories are interesting and sometimes 
Surprising. ft is a well crafted book. 


WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY TONIGHT, David Wagoner 
Written cowboy style, the book is good, humorous, hardly a 
classic, but fun to read. 


HASTWARD HA, S. J. Perelman ‘ 
The always clever Perelman takes us with him on a trip of the 
far east, where we share his misadventures. Very entertaining. 


THE DOG WHO WOULDN'T BE, Fariey Mowat 

Yes, a dog story, but what a dog! He did all sorts of un-dog 
things, and made me wonder how I could convert Portia to such cleverness 
(for one thing, he walked along fences). Good reading. Unfortunately, 
the dog is killed by a car at the end, but we have shared a lot of lovely 
things with the dog and the family who owned him, 


A REPORTER AT LARGE, Jchn McPhee 

This appeared in THE NEW YORKER magazine, but will be out 
in book form eventually as THE SWISS ARMY. I don't think it sounds 
interesting, but it is; the material gave me a feeling of wistfulness as 
he talks about how the Swiss prepare for a war they hope will mveer 
come, They are neutral, but they do not want to ever be occupied, so 
they train to prevent it. McPhee writes well enough to make a lot of 
things interesting. 


A SEVERED WASP, Madeleine L'Engle 

This is a moderately well written book, but it is quite interesting 
even so. It is a novel in which J] cared enough to read till the end to find 
out what happened, The heroine is seventy or so, and the author made 
the whole thing seem close to home, 


TRINITY, Leon Uris 

Here is a tome about the Irish and the origins of their conflict. 
{t was just too much to wade thpough in ite entirety, but it does give a 
lot of good background about the problems in Ireland. Reminded me of 
the Montagues and Capulets. 


January - June 1984, -2- 


INDIAN SUMMER, John Knowles 

This is an engrossing story about people coming to terms with 
reality, being honest, sorting themselves out--some pass, some fail, 
It was a very good book, 


DEAD EYE DICK, Kurt Vonnegut 

Here is a rather sad story about a man who had a strange childhcod 
and a lot of odd experiences. It was more interesting than the last 
Vonnegut I read because the writing was more clear, somewhat less 
repetitious. There was a tot of heart ache involved, though since it was 


not related to anything I have experienced, I suppose I read it in a rather 
detached way, 


THE GATHERING OF ZION, Wallace Stegner 

This is the story of the Monmon Trail. It is not about the beliefs 
of the Mormons--that's another book. But this is a really engaging story 
about the people on the trail and the gathering from Great Britain, etc. ‘ 
and the handcarts--all that stuff, Hard to imagine how a story about 
people walking across the country could be so totally fascinating. Stegner 
also wrote MORMON COUNTRY, which I read some time ago. His 
writing is clear, extremely interesting, and very fair. 


THE PARAGON, John Knowles 

This is a good story about a Yale student and the problems he has 
figuring out what he should be doing and how he fits into the world--which 
he decides he does. A quick study--good to read, 


THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WIFE, Irving Wallace ; 

This is an effort to present Ann Elizabeth Webb Young's story 
about being Brigham Young's 27th wife (or 18th, or 6lst--no one is quite 
sure}, but it is also an effort to be fair --~somethmes Ann Eliza's view is 
contested (she wrote her own story called the 19th wife). However, the 
more I read about the Mormons, the less sympathetic I am to them-- 
in addition to her problems, I think she sounded selfish, too. 


NIGHTFALL AT NAUVOO, Samuel Taylor 

More on my Mormon kick. Yes, they were (are) industrious and 
worked hard and did lots and all that, but they also followed rather blindly. 
This is reatly a good history of Nauyoo, and at the end there is a Synopsis 
of the years for dummies like me who can't remember what they read. 
I think that Joseph Smith must surely have been a very charismatic person 
and probably Brigham Young, toc; but I wonder if the people who followed 
them had somewhat empty lives... At any rate, one of the Mormon's 
problems, excuse me, that should have been a plurai possessive, was that 
they DID gather all in a group, and they protedted their own, so that the 
good guys were mixed up with the bad guys, and the 'gentiles" (non- 
Mormons) lumped them alt together, There was prejudice on the part 
of the gentiles, and some of it was partially justified. No, I am not 
goOing to convert. 


January - June, 19384, -3- 


(This part is from the past week, when our vacation in Mexico gave 
us more time to read. ) 


MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MBASACRE, Juanita Brooks 

This is an almost too complete investigation of the M.M. Massacre, 
an event which makes everyone rather ill (the Fancher train of emigrants, 
mostly from Missouri, including some who boasted of having been in the 
group that killed Jospph Smith, was wiped out by a band of Mormons and 
indians), The book is reported (by other authors) to be very thorough 
and authoritative, showing that the Mormons did indeed have some 
responsibility (for years, the Mormons hushed it up and blamed it on 
Indians; finally, one lone man shouldered the blame for everyone, and 
was executed twenty years after the event) for the thing, That's enough 
Mormonism for a while, although if I get inspired again, I will just 
investigate the Book of Mormon, 


eK THE MEDUSA AND THE SNAIL, Lewis Thomas 

Marvelous essays!! On all kinds of things--medical, biological, 
etc. A great essay on committees. Many of these are humorous, or 
just satirical. Good bed time stuff, too, because you can read one, and 
fall asleep meditating about it. 


SEIZE THE DAY, Saul Bellow 


Depressing story of a loser--reminds me a bit of Updike's RABBIT. 
Well written; good reading, even if somewhat down. 


POIROT INVESTIGATES, Agatha Christie 
Short mysteries-~-good vacation reading, 


DEATH ON THE NILE, Agatha Christie 

Full blown mystery novel, same comment as above, I didn't 
figure out who did it till she toid me, but I didn't feet bad. Very 
complex development. 


SLAPSTICK, Kurt Vonnegut 

Another weirdo--and I can't keep the Vonneguts separate from 
each other, I can't even remember which one I like better than the 
others, 


LEVELS OF THE GAME, John McPhee 

Oh, boy. As an admirer of Arthur Ashe, and a tennis player (sort of), 
this was a goodie. The opening is the first shot of the match, the closing 
is the last shot, and the in-between develops the men themselves, especially 
in relation to this shot or that shot. Marvelously written (good old McPhee) 
story, no , book, on a subject of interest to me. 


READING July 1984-March 1985 


THE ORIGIN OF CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE BREAKDOWN OF THE 
BICAMERAL MIND; Jilian Jaynes 

1 vowed I would not do a reading list until I finished this book, which I 
have been working on for about two years! It is, in spite of my tardiness, 
an interesting book, although quite difficult. Jaynes is certainly not a 
lightweight person, so I feel that the work deserves some good consideration, 
The first part is a discussion of what consciousness is, and I got bogged down 
in that part. Eventually, even though I am not sure I understood the first 
part, I moved on, and skipped over some parts. He says that we used to 
have separate left and right brain activity, and the one side was instructions 
from God and the other side was doing what we could do ourselves (somewhat 
instinct? ), Then this division broke down, and we merged the rational and 
the thoughtful sides. One of the more interesting parts was his discussion 
of the throwback to the old way, including schizophrenia and religious frenzy, 
where we are not aware of our selves. (We started with bicameral, God 
remembered, went to modern problem solving, and now have throwbacks 
to the old.) "What was then an augury for direction of action .. . is now 
the search for an innocence of certainty... ' One of the main things I 
derived from the book is that Jaynes attributes this breakdown of the bicameral 
mind to our (now) constant attempt to find the meaning of life--no, I have 
that wrong; our search for the meaning of life is a result of the breakdown. 
(I hope I don't have to take a quize on this book, It is very complicated. ) 


HOTEL NEW HAMPSHIRE; John Irving 

i did not much care for Irving's GARP, so I didn't think I would read 
this, but it was sitting on the shelf and I read it when I visited Mark and he 
was out playing a job, The characters were quite unbelievable, but the 
story was apprrently good enough for me to finish the book. 


PARALLEL LIVES; Phyllis Rose 

One of our book group selections, this is a biographical study of five 
Victorian marriages (Dickens, Carlyle, Mill, Eliott, Ruskin). Besides 
discussing the marriages, she comments on marriage itself (this intro is 
quite interesting--and shows her bias). Only Eliott and Lewes were happy 
and the rest had various problems~--Dickens, especially was difficult. 


WEHAPONS AND HOPE; Freeman Dyson (4 part) 
THE ABOLITION; Jonathan SchetlL (2 part) 

These appeared in THE NEW YORKER and deal with the nuclear 
situation. Schell's was a bit more interestingly written. He feels we 
should take responsibility for meaning (in life) rather than merely self 
preservation (which he cites as love versus fear), He also discusses 
national and the abolition of weapons. 


MOTHERHOOD, THE SECOND OLDEST PROFESSION: Erma Bombeck 

This is humorous, like her other books, but more thoughtful; now I 
know why, even though I tike Phyilis Diller and Joan Rivers, Bombeck 
appeals to me more, the love shines through. 


March 1985, page two 


THE 637 BEST THINGS ANYBODY EVER SAID: Robert Byrae 
This is a collection of pithy quotes, most of which are funny. 


FOLLOW THE RIVEE; James Thom 

Another book group selection, this is astory based on a true story. 
The novel shows me how unheroic Iam!! The woman walked 1,000 mites 
to return to her family after she was stolen in an Indian massacre (18th 
century). I would have long since died. It is weli written. 


HEARTBURN; Nora ®phron 

This is the story of the author's marriage breaking up--but it is 
written humorously, and is distracting. There are some recipes in it, 
too, which is why we have it, 


BROWSER'S BOOK OF BEGINNINGS; Charles Panati 
Just what it says! Some interesting information, more for reference 
than straight reading, but good reading, too, 


THE HeALING HEART; Norman Cousins 

Further suggestions from Cousins on the recupeéerative powers of the 
beady (see below~-this one really comes after the next one), "Antidotes 
to panic and helplessness''--mind, mood, laughter, regeneration, 
communicating souls, changing fashions in disease, increasing sense of 
control, consumerism, emotional needs, panic, beyond invalidism (last 
chapter)~--good stuff. 


ANATOMY OF AN ILLNESS; Norman Cousins 

He discusses his recovery from something that I never did figure out 
what he had--but the main thing is the importance of the individual in 
the recovery-+-attitude, hope, cooperation between patient and doctor, etc. 
He puts down wonder drugs, and our expectations of miracles. Good 
advice, good reading. 


THE SEA WOLF; Jack London 
A marvelous story; I was surprised to see London died in 1966; 
1 don't know why I never read this classic before. 


LEANING TOWER OF BABEL; Richard Mitchell 

Anyone interested in language and the precision involved in its use 
would find something of interest in these essays. Mitchell publishes a 
paper in which he points out how peopie mangle the language. 


REPORTER AT LARGE: John McPhee 

Two pieces by McPhee in THE NEW YORKER; one is on his namesake, 
which is marvelous reading. The other is on general practice doctors--this 
one is interesting, but gets a little bit overlong. Still, McPhee is McPhee 
(Dick is a member of his fan club!). 


March 1985--3 


LATE NIGHT THOUGHTS ON LISTENING TO MAHLER'S NINTH 
SYMPHONY: Lewis Thomas 

More essays--I love Thomas, and I especially enjoyed the one about 
the attic of the mind. This has to do with storing things in our minds 
as we might in an attic, and not being able to come up with them immediately 
which is O.K., in the same way that things in an attic are not alw ays 
immediately available, 


CHILDHOOD'S END: Arthur Clarke | 

The development of the end of the world and mankind as we know it is 
almost matter of fact; this certainly reads like a novel, and is quite 
believable, in spite of a lot of omissions about how things are actually 
done. It is a good story. Clarke and Bradbury are considered the best 
if you get into any science fiction. 


ENTROPY; Jeremy Rifkin 

Here is another one that took me two years, This is a very interesting 
book which is also difficult to grasp. Entropy is (I think) the progression 
to disorder (most people think that the progression to order is the way we 
are moving, but he says the reverse) and he speaks especmlly about energy 
and the use of non-renewable energy. Rather than the world becoming more 
organized, as we wrok we are using up our energy and becoming more 
disorganized. The part about excessive education to the point where we 
cannot use what we are presented with is of especial interest to me because 
Ihave experienced that. The book was very significant a few years ago, 
but I do not notice that everyone has changed how they operate. We still 
overdo energy use, and all that, 


THE BRAVE COWBOY; Edward Abbey 

One of Abbey's novels (he does both essays and novels)--story is a 
bit weird (a cowboy in the city who can't adapt), but parts are descriptions 
of the country he rides through (that was nice), The idea of the cowboy's 
conflict (misfit) is good, too, 


TRACKS; Robyn Davidson 

Another book group selection. This is the story of a woman's solo 
trek across 1700 miles of Australian desert w ith camels, no less. It 
was good~-there was also a NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC article about her-- 
Some questions about her motivation, but an interesting story. 


THE YOUNGEST SCIENCE; Lewis Thomas 

Several excellent chapters with good general comments on illness, 
cancer, women; some more on experiments in medicine that are a bit 
tedious, but even so, somewhat interesting, Well written. 


CAR BUYER'S ART; Darreil Parrish 
Read when we were buying a car--how did this get on my list? ? That's 
like throwing in the tax books I have to read every year! 4 ee 


March 1985--4 


THE PAINTED BIRD; Jerzy Kosinsky 

The child's life during the war (WW II) when he was separated from 
his parents. Horrible, horrible tale. Mark says, one of the major 
writers of our time--but I can't stand the gore. 


BEYOND THE WALL; Edward Abbey 
Abbey is always good, . 


SELECTED SHORT STORIES; Eudora Welty 
Some of these are well crafted and some not quite so well. My bias 
comes through--I weary of southern life, at times. 


READING LIST March 1985-January 1986 


SELECTED STORIES OF FUDORA WELTY 

While she writes well, a little of this goes a long way. I found that 
I could only read one from time to time, so I worked on this book for about 
six months, I get very depressed reading about the south... 


THE HEADMASTER, John McPhee 

This is a biography of Boyden, head of a school in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, One of my friends did not care much for it, but I liked 
it because it is in McPhee's conversational style, and I like bicgraphies. 


ORANGES, John McPhee 
Yes, this whole book is about oranges. It tells everyone except 
a citrus nut more than they want to know, but it is interesting nevertheless. 


RUSSIA, David Shipler 

This is marvelously interesting and very readable. I think it is 
from about 1974 or so, so it may not be too current, but Shipler, a 
journalist, talks about life in Russia and the Russian people, and how they 
are affected by their life, rather than about the Russian system per se. 
He mentions the lack of individual expression or investigation; the perversion 
of tales (folk stories) as we know them, giving many specific examples: 
the political message (collectivism) is omnipresent; he feels they have to 
be schizoid because of things like "newspeak" ala 1984 which apparently 
Goes exist; untruth is presented as reality; hypocrisy is a way of life; 
he questions Sakharov's indifference (p. 207); he has a part on crime and 
social conscience saying that immorality makes for very troubled minds: 
there is a side-by-side existence of dislike of the system but love of country 
(motherland): talks about religion; mentions the importance of words, 
tinal the remaking of reality by re-writing it. Those are some notes I took 
while reading it a year ago--it really was a fascinating book. Who knows 
how accurate it is as a total picture, 


IS THERE LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL? Ralph Keyes 

This book is much more interesting than it would seem at first blush. 
He tells a lot of anecdotes and discussions he had with people about their 
feelings about high school, and that part of it is fun, but the best comment 
was: people do not change much; the setting changes, and that makes it 
seem as if people have, or perhaps haven't, because the things that went 
in high school do not go in aduithood. So I have thought about that--we need 
to modify our responses to the new settings, and try to behave appropriately. 


CROCODILE ON THE SANDBANK--I don't even have the author down 

This was the book group selection for ligt reading, and it certainly 
was. It was almost a Harlequin type romance-mystery--too easy to figure 
out, so we wondered if it were a satire. 


M. 85-3. 86/2 


KAREN ANN, by the Quinlans and Phyllis Battrelle 

Published before Karen Ann's death, the book is moderately well 
written with lots of stuff as if from journals; it does cover the court battie 
they went through to get permission to remove the breathing apparatus, 
which process was incredible. The book was very affecting--and of course, 
with the many discussions about assorted hospital situations and life situations, 
I thought about it all quite a bit. I do not know how her parents managed 
to get through ali of that--bad enough what they had to go through just having 
her in the condition she was in, but the court fights, and all that--wow. 


GATHER TOGETHER IN MY NAME, Maya Angelou 

This is her story from about 18 to 22 years of age; it is terribly sad 
(because she had a simply terrible life), but oddiy I have no moral judgment 
against her for what she did. (She also gives a quick review of 1 KNOW 
WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS which is about her childhood.) I have alat 
of difficulty reconciling her early life with what she is now--her credits 
are astounding. 


IN GOD WS TRUST, ALL OTHERS PAY CASH, Jean Shepherd 
This is a memory that is absurd, humorous, and sympathetic, and 
keen to me because it is in ''Hohman, Indiana" and the Cedar Lake area-~- 


and Shepherd teils stories about his childhood there that remind me of so 
many things, 


SPRING MOON, Bette Bao Lord 

Oh, boy, this is a good one. This is Chinese, and when put up 
against all those Japanese things that James Clavell wrote--that I never 
finished because they were so incredibly long--I'd pick this one any time, 
It is a novel, and deals with five generations of a family, but it also is 
historical (historical novels are probably one of my favorite kinds of genre) 
and slips in the history very gently, and some of the customs (I shuddered 
when she talked about binding their feet! It DID hurt)--and I just felt it 
was lovely. This is the February book group selection. 


THe KING'S PERSONS, Joanne Greenberg 

This is Joanne's first novel, and was our book group selection for 
Janaary, and Joanne came to our meeting and talked about the writing of it, 
The first time I read it, about seven years ago, I was moved by what people 
did to people in the name of God--horror stories that are hard to believe, 
(This is a story about the York massacre in about 1190.) This time, I felt 
the same horror, but I took time to be impressed with the way the book was 
written. (This, too, is a héstorical novel.) It is not a hard book, itis a 


hard story. The research is staggering-~Joanne talked about that at our 
meeting. 


VALLEY OF HORSES, Jean Auel 

Her first book (CLAN OF THE CAVE BEAR) was interesting, and 
somewhat believable--it gave the appearance of research mixed with 
imagination. This one had an interesting part about the girl rearing a 
horse and a lion, but the rest of it was not very believable, and the sexy 


maAwmta wana tan nhAetanaole anwmanraini Qhea to waAine tna writa faim mana akhinh 


M, 85-3. 86/3 


TWICE OVER LIGHTLY, Anita Loos and Helen Hayes 

This is a marvelously interesting book about New York, giving 
details of places the two authors went one summer as they vacationed 
by investigating the city. There ig a lot of name dropping. The subject 
is great; the writing (by Loos) is absolutely terrible, 


COMING INTO THE COUNTRY, John McPhee 

Here we go with McPhee as he taiks about Alaska~-one section 
in particular about having difficulty with the capital! Another book group 
selection (they finally caved in to my pleas to read McPhee); everyone 
liked it. It is interesting stuff, and marvelously well written, 


STEIN'S WAY, cartoons by Ed Stein 


BEYOND THE MOUNTAIN, Bill Dieter 

Here is a local boy writing a novel about a situation in the country 
near here, so the familiarity of the setting makes it quite lovely for me. 
It is generally good, and I liked the book, but I was bothered because the 
ending is such that the reader knows what happend (it is a mystery) but 
noke of the characters know what happened-~-so their lives are not neatly 
resolved (which I guess I thought frequently happened, especiaily in 
mysteries), Joanne thinks Bill Dieter is a great author; I'm not sure 
he is all that good, but he is good, 


Mh. SAMMLER'S PLANET, Saul Bellow 

Here is a lot of ruminating, and I really didn't get a lot of it-- 
except that the end was thought prevoking--''we know our contract''-- 
with life? God? I would say medium. 


CURVE OF BINDING ENERGY, John McPhee 

McPhee discusses fision, fusion, A bombs, H bombs, Ted Taylor -- 
a brilliant man invelved with its development . . . and part of this covers 
Taylor's reservations about becoming involved at all, and why he did, and 
how he feels later. 


SHORT STORIES, edited by Wallace Stegner 


Probably the best of the authors Stegner selected, and they were all 
good reading. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS, John McPhee 

Short pieces, many or most of which appeared originaily in THE 
NEW YORKER. As usual, good McPhee. The one I liked best was about 
doctors who specialized in family practice and located in rurai Maine, 
There was another good one about bears in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
He says, also, that the greatest single concentration of deer in the U.S. is 
in New Jersey. How about that? ~ —— 


READING LIST April 1986-June 1986 


LAKE WOBEGON DAYS by Garrison Keillor 

At the risk of sounding old and nostalpic, this is one that should appeal 
to anyone who grew up in a small town cr who is over fifty or who has 
thoughts about what life used to be like. He captures so much, so well, 
about the way people did things--and it is all made up; but, he has the flavor 
of people interacting with one another in a way that seems to have all but 
vanished from the scene. I laughed, I wept, I loved it. 


HIGHTH MOON by Bette Bao Lord 
This is Lord's first book, and it is about getting out of China. It is 


very interesting, but not so well written as SPRING MOON. The story itself 
is quite sonsuming. 


THE COLOR PURPLE by Alice Walker 

Since the movie got such raves, I decided to read the book (I didn't see 
the movie, and do not plan to). It is in the form of letters from the 
heroine to her sister, and the beginning is less than thrilling, but as the 
story unfolds, there is quite a bit of warmth and conquering of difficulties. 
Iam less than interested in more stories about Southern culture and its 
vagaries, but toward the end of this book, there is a large feeling that the 
main character has surmounted a great deal, and retains no bitterness, but 
moves along with her l# as best she can. Her honesty comes through in a 
very positive way. fe. 


THE HAJ by Leon Uris 

A book group sélection, this is another one of those historic novels 
that leave one wondering how much is actually based on truth, and how much 
is made up. It is long, long, tong, and I did not finish it: Joanne feels that 
Uris is not a very good craftsman, although rumor has it that he now Lives 
in Cotorado so we have to have a certain amount of loyalty on that point, I 
suppose, 


SURELY YOU'RE JOKING by Richard Feynman 

A winner, Mr. Feynman is a Nobel prize winning physicist who did-- 
during the war--some work with the group at Los Alamos, and recently has 
been in the news for being on the Challenger investigation group, and not 
agreeing with the report that was issued. This book, however, has only 
about two chapters dealing with the Los Alamos work, and the rest is a kind 
of collection of experiences, which are told in a very informal way so that it 
is like having a conversation with the man. He talks about such a variety of 
things that he sounds like a Renaissance man, and he is extremely interesting 
This is definitely one of the year's better books. I have to add that we 
sent this to Craig, and he said when he got it, he wondered why we sent it, 
started reading it in the middle, read to the end, and it was so good he went 
to the beginning and read it all--at one sitting, and then the rest of the band 
borrowed it on his recommendation and they all liked it, too. Thatisa 
very demanding audience! 


» 


4/86-6/ 86; -2- 


STONES FOR IBARRA by Harriet Doerr 

Book group selection; this is a not a world shaking work, but is very 
pleasant reading about a couple who went to Mexico to re ~vamp the prandfather's 
mining operation, It is low key, and deals with how they deal with the locals, 
and their own situation, and it comes off well, 


AMONG THE BELIEVERS by V.S. Naipaul 

This is part two of the book groups effort to deal with Islam and find 
out more. This is definitely better (in my mind) than the Uris book (see 
above). Naipaul travels in five Islamic countries, and relates his experiences 
there; I don't think I really understand Islam a lot better, except that in 
Pakistan, the people and the country are Islamic, and are trying to make 
the country work on an Islamic basis, and it isn't working. Made me feel 
that the U.S.'s separation of church and state is a good thing. The reading 
is a little difficult, but I found the book quite worth while, even though I cannot 
remember half of what he said. The Islams want a pure society of believers, 
but it does: not seem to work in real life. 


THE GROUCHO LETTERS by Groucho Marx 

Letters from and to Groucho to assorted notable figures--a lot of it 
is very funny, but it took me a tong time to read because a little of it foes 
Quite a ways, so it isn't good all at one sitting, 


TEN PHILOSOPHICAL MISTAKES by Mortimer Adier 

I didn't understand ninety percent of this, and I did not redd it all the 
way through, It would be much better taken as a class study, where someone 
who knew what was going on could explain it a chapter at a time. 


I FaeL MUCH BETTER NOW THAT I'VE GIVEN UP HOPE by Ashleigh Brilliant 
I liked his first two--they are collections of pithy sayings illustrated 

with sometimes good, sometimes grotesque pictures--better than this one; 

I think he is milking the idea to death. 


CIVIL WARS by Rosellen Brown 

Joanne recommended this, and I started it once and didn't like it, but 
she was so strong on it I started it again, and got much more caught up in it. 
This is a character study, and the characters are well drawn. It is not really 
black/white relationships, although it does deal with the sixties and civil 
rights activities, but it is really about the people, and when I was done, I 
realized she had done a good job identifying the characters. 


GREAT AMERICAN SHORT STORIES edited by Wallace Stegner 
As marvelous as Stegner is, I figured he would pick some good short 
stories, and he did, by goed people, 


SILK LADY by Gwen Davis 

Here is a spy-sex story that I didn't read because the first chapter was 
laced with sentence fragments that made it almost impossible to follow, and I 
didn't care enough about the characters or their activity to do anything but 
read the end. 


4/86 -6/ 86-3 


BETWEEN OURSELVES by Karen Payne 

This is another book group selection; it is letters between mothers 
and daughters. Ihave no daughter, and I have a mother who has written 
me letters that are every bit as significant as the ones included here. Payne 
dees not say anthing particularly new. The book group is too women's libby 
for me, and this is more of that--mothers telling their daughtess to be 
strong and develop as individuals. Ho hum. 


THINKING BETTER by Lewis and Greene 

In a wiid burst of enthusiaam, I ordered this Ddook, feeling anything that 
could help me (a la the title) would be good. Tough luck. This tells the 
reader how to develop more acuteness at taking I.@. tests. They deal only 
briefly with thinking in reiation to one's own problems, and what they said 
was not news to me. (E.G., when making a decision, one can be a 
maximist [ go for broke], a minimist [ take no chances, stay with safety], 
or a protector [some compromise]. I already knew what I was. [A combination 
of the second two; definitely not a maximist]} Iam going to give it to the 
school, since those people are more apt to be taking tests than I am, 


A SENSE OF HISTORY ~--American Heritage 

Saving the best for last, this is good, good, good, and interesting 
even about the things that aren't very interesting. It is a collection of 
essays or articles about, you guessed it, things in America's history-- 
ranging from essays on presidents through war essays (esp. WW ID) through 
Carnegie and Rockefeller and Sastman and all kinds of things, The writing 
is marvelous, the subject matter is almost universal, and I just thought 
the book was great. The essays all appeared originally in American Heritage 
which we do not take. (I am not sure how we missed it--we take about 25 
magazines, Since the subject matter of our magazines ranges from news 
to music to OMNI--we are on every sucker list in the world, That makes 
for a fot of junk mail to throw out. ) 


HAPPY TO BE HERE by Garrison Keillor 

Keiilor has written for the NEW YORKER magazine and this is a book 
of essays~--most of which originally appeared there. It is quite different 
from the other book (see above), and in a lot of ways I liked the other better, 
but this is inventive and humorous--the presentation reminds me of S, J. 
Perelman, While we do get the NEW YORKER, Dick reads it much more 
than I, They have such good staff writers, though, that I really ought to 
get with it. After all, that is where one finds John McPhee--who is really 
marvelous (in case you haven't noticed from previous comments). I mentioned 
the last McPhee IJ read on the previous list. 


READING LIST JULY 1986 - FEBRUARY 1987 


IACOGGA by Lee Iacocca 

This biography of Iacocca is intere stingly written in a slightly casual style 
so that the reader feels as if the man is visiting with him personally, The book 
includes some of the hard facts about what happened to him at the various car 
emporiums (much of which is so hard-nosed it is difficult to imagine that people 
operate that way) and also covers parts of his life, but it also brings out some of 
his philosophy, which is quite down to earth and strikes me as being very honest, 


In some ways I was reminded of Grandma and how she used to think. A very worth 
while book, I thought, 


AGAINST THE GRAIN by Huysmans 

I read this because it is a kind of classic which I had never read, I didn't 
understand the point of the book at all. It seems to me that it was the recital of 
a self-indulgent man and what he did in order to promote his own pleasures--not 
even developing his constructive behavior in order to achieve self-satisfaction (1 


didn't notice any constructive behavior). Ihave yet to understand what is classic 
about it. 


THE SOONG DYNASTY by Sterling Seagrave 

Our book group has been on a China kick (see previous items--SPRING MOON, 
and so on), and this one is extremely interesting. It details Harry Sun/Son who became 
Mr.Soong, how he grew to his field of power (by printing and selling Bibles in China, 
after a U.S, education), and how his children grew--his three daughters being Madam 
Sun Yat Sen, Madame Kung, and Madame Chiang Kai Chek. He had three sons, too, 
but their influence was not so strong. Kungs were the big financial successes, Sun 
Yat Sens were the ones who really had the interests of the Chinese people at heart, 
but Sun Yat Sen was nota very good leader, so all of his attempts to turn the country 
around for the good of the people didn't come to much, Madame Chiang, however-- 
wow, how could I have been so naive ag to believe everything that was going on during 
and after WW Il--that was told to us. She was devious and conspiring {an earlier 
Imelda Marcos) and Chiang was a crook and murderer--and this man's fauthor's) 
credentials seem to be pretty good. So, it was an interesting account from all aspects-- 
well written, and packed with information. 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB by E. B, White 

This is a lovely story which I believe is considered a children's story, but of 
course has a lot of touching things about it that can appeal to aduits as well. The 
story itself is sometimes less than appealing, but the assorted messages are fine, 


BILLIE JEAN by Billie Jean King 
Since I like Billie Jean, I thought I would whip through this, but it is positively 


terrible--poorly written, dwelling on detail of no interest, and much more self-serving 
than I hoped she was, 


JOSH by Joshua Logan 


This was an interesting book, although eventually it grows too self-centered. 
He does make a statement about growing, which is good, 


July 1986--February 1987, -2- 
STUART LITTLE by E, B, White 
I didn't care so much for this one, I don't know if I started on these before 
or after White died, 


HEART OF THE DRAGON by Alistair Clayre 

This is a book to accompany the television show--l have watched episodes 
of this series three or four times, and the book is a marvelous accompaniment, 
This is all heady stuff, much of which I do not remember from one time to the 
next, but it is interestingly presented, and Significant, 


GEORGE S, KAUFMAN by Howard Teichmann 

An interesting biography, more because Kaufman was interesting than because 
Teichmann is so great, but all of the incidents and portrayals are enlightening, 
Kaufman was talented, no doubt about that, but I believe he would have been | 
difficult to live with, However, his participation with some of those early greats 
(the Algonquin group) is marvelous to read about. 


FONDA by Howard Teichmann 

Teichmann knows a good thing--write about someone everyone wants to read 
about. So, the material is excellent, the writing somewhat less so. Still, fun to 
read about such a remarkable artist aS Fonda, whom I admire in a lot of ways. 
Fonda, though , was a consummate artist, but not always such a swell guy. 


LONESOME DOVE by Larry McMurtrey 

Back to the fiction, this is a GOOD story about a whole lot of people in the 
early west--the central theme holding them all together is a cattle drive (but it 
could have been almost anything), and while the book drags at the beginning, it 
picks up about a third of the way into it, and then moves along in developing the 
Characters, so that by the end I liked it quite a bit. (It 15 too long, though--} 
McMurtrey also wrote THE LAST PICTURE SHOW and TERMS OF ENDEARMENT-- 
{have read neither, but have seen both of those movies, and they were good. 


CRAZY SUNDAYS by Aaron Latham 

EF. Scott Fitzgerald in Hollywood is the theme of this work, His career in 
Hollywood {as asript writer) was notably unsuccessful, and his life was quite 
wrenching. After part of his novel writing days, he tried to be a screen-play-script 
writer but he never got anywhere really--everything he wrote was shelved. This was 
avery sad story of a wasted and strange life, | 


SPENCER TRACY by Romano Tozzi 
More a fluffy book--it mainly covers Tracy's films, and is very light on his 


life, so it isn’t much of a biography, It is a chronicle of his films, not much more 
than a recital, 


ADRIFT by Steven Callahan 

Mr. Callahan started from the Canary Islands in a small boat to sail west, and 
when the boat sank, he ended up in a rubber raft, This tells his trip west to the Carib- 
bean, and how he managed it. It left him 76 days at sea, and details how he managed 
to survive, I'm sure I would not have. 


WORD FOR WORD by Andy Rooney 
More of Rooney's gems--some funny, some very thoughtful, 


READING LIST MARCH 1987--AUGUST 1987 


LONESOME DOVE, Larry McMurtrey 

McMurtrey also wrote TERMS OF ENDEARMENT and THE LAST 
PICTURE SHOW, which I have not read, but I saw the movies, and they 
were both very good. DOVE is a very good book; it is slow starting, but 
the characterizations are marvelous, and after he gets going, the story is 
interesting, too. This was a book group choice, and the consensus was that 
the development of the characters is the best part. 


FIFTH BUSINESS, Robertson Davies 
This is a very good story that is thought provoking all the way through, 
by a moralist who does not moralize, except subtly. It is the first of a 


trilogy; rumor has it that this is the best of the three, although I have not 
yet read the others. 


LEAH, Seymour Epstein 

Joanne (Greenberg) considers Epstein a fine writer, sol read this at 
her urging. Itis the "story of a young woman waiting for love." The story 
was O.K., but the conclusion very much less so--she came toa decision 
that seemed much less hopeful than I would have thought her capable of. 


THE HANDMAID'S TALE, Margaret Atwood 


In a way this is future-fiction, in the way that 1984 is, yet, like 1984, 
it is not entirely fiction and not entirely future. It is well written, and 
spooky to think about. 


CONTACT, Carl Sagan 

Science fiction, which, though excellent as science fiction, is even better 
as a profoundly religious work by someone who is chastised for his secularism. 
Sagan writes like a scientist rather than a novelist, still, this has a lot of 
appeal even though I had to look up every other word. 


TRAJECTORIES IN FAITH, James Fowler and Robin Lovin 
I did not read this but skimmed it; Ann can discuss it more intelligently. 


CONFESSIONS OF MADAME PSYCHE, Dorothy Bryant 

Another Greenberg recommendation. Cood fiction about the human 
condition, and a strange story that is not entirely plausible, but makes a 
good basis for the discussion that takes off from it. 


THE ACCIDENTAL TOURIST, Anne Tyler 
More fiction, and I read this because Anne Tyler is supposed to be pretty 
hot. Fair book, but no apparent motivation for the ending (which bothers me). 


THE GOOD MOTHER, Sue Miller 

Another Greenberg suggestion. I don't know if I liked this or not--the 
divorce caused the problems, and the kid suffered, so I'm not sure I could 
consider the mother as positively as I'm sure she would like to be considered. 


3-87---8-87 


DO WITH ME WHAT YOU WILL, Joyce Carol Oates 


Oates is also considered a hot item; I found this to be riddled with poor 
writing, thought it was a poor Story, and uninteresting. 


HERE AT THE NEW YORKER, Brendan Gill 
Gill tells about Ross and the founding of THE NEW YORKER, and a lot 


of the people who work there. This is well written, as is virtually everything 
that comes out of the magazine. 


THE YEARS WITH ROSS, James Thurber 
I never realized what Ross was like, and I guess_I haven't read much 


Thurber, either, but this is good stuff, well written, and readable throughout. 
I liked this one better than the Gill book, even. 


THE NEW IMPROVED BOB AND RAY, Elliott and Goulding 
Here are some routines from two of our old favorites. No family should 
be without its Bob and Ray memories and references, 


THE CANNIBAL GALAXY, Cynthia Ozick 

Still another supposedly hot contemporary fiction writer. This is about 
a teacher who was trying to find a brilliant student and thought he did not get 
one because he wasn't paying attention to the one(s) he actually had. Still, 
the significance of the work is lost on me. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON, ed. by Merrill Peterson 
All these pieces are by different people and give different points of view 
about Jefferson (who has long been one of my heroes). It is not exactly a 


biography because of the essay/point of view structure, so it is better because 
of the different things it deals with. Very good, 


THIRD HELPINGS, Calvin Trillin 
Extremely well written book about a not terribly thrilling subject (eating), 
by another NEW YORKER author. Iam going to try some of his other material 


SURELY YOU MUST BE JOKING, MR. FEYNMAN, Richard Feynman 

I finally got the book group to pick this, solreaditagain. I enjoyed it 
as much as the first time, and got a Slightly added perspective. Very good 
reading, and very interesting material, and some humor, too. 


CLEARING THE GROUND, Sidney Harris 

Harris' last book of essays--he died last fall. I knew he was good but I 
had forgotten how good. He is a master of this form, and his material is 
either interesting or thought provoking and enjoyable, or all three. I suppose 
I also like him because I agree with so much of what he says. 


THE SOLACE OF OPEN SPACES, Gretel Ehrlich 
Reminiscences, thoughts, and so on about ranching in Wyoming, and 
adjusting to a variety of changes in life and life-style. 


READING LIST September 1987--January 1988 


KILLINGS, Calvin Trillin 

Here is another one by one of the better writers of the day. This is 
very well written and was originally a group of essays for THE NEW YORKER. 
While it is about killings, it is not depressing. It is partly reporting and 
partly information on the crimes, the life of the people involved, and reactions-- 
and deals with the responses as much as the facts around the crimes. 


COLD SASSY TREE, Olive Ann Burns 

My prejudice is showing--I am weary of books about the southern condition. 
At the end, the story improves and gets more interesting, and the hero has 
some things to say about religious beliefs with which I agree, but I didn't 
need to read the whole book to find those things out. Book group seleetion, 


IN COLD BLOOD, Truman Capote 
Decided it was time I read this, since it is probably his best work. It is 
a terrible story, but it is extremely well written (terrible story=the crime 


itself), so it seems more worthwhile to read than some of the trash that has 
come out lately. 


A PASSAGE TO INDIA, E. M. Forster 

Since I had seen the movie, I ran through the book. I was surprised at 
how much of the book had been covered in the movie, and much of it faithfully, 
as well--especially feelings between the English and the natives, and so on. 


RAMSES II, Simpkins and Taylor 

Written so a kid could understand it, this is a good piece of information 
on the Ramses exhibit (which we went to see the following week). Iam awed 
by the temple building and the scope of what was done in that line. 


IN ANOTHER COUNTRY, Susan Kenney 
Not outstanding literature, but good on things about people dying and 
leaving and people dealing with those events, although the author never seems 


to really come to grips with some of the events (especially her father's death). 
book group) 


FATHERHOOD, Bill Cosby 


Here's a quickie--it is humorous, and there are a lot of things with which 
any parent can identify. 


REGRETS ONLY, Sally Quinn 

Generally, 1 would characterize this as trashy, but itis entertaining 
enough that I read the whole thing. What does that say about me? It is a work 
of fiction set in Washington, D.C., covering assorted social and political 
types and how they manipulate one another, and their own lives. 


9-87--1-88/Page 2 


THE CLOSING OF THE AMERICAN MIND, Allen Bloom 

Mr. Bloom points out how the universities in America have fallen behind 
in the education of their customers, and this point has been reviewed all over 
the country. The first part of the book deals with this, and since he leans 
toward the humanities and a liberal education, of course I agree with him. The 
book goes on, though, through a lot of philosophy which is very interesting, 
and then makes some comments at the end which I did not entirely absorb. The 
book is, inmy mind, very important, and while he may be not entirely right, 
he certainly has enough to say that the book is worth reading. One of the 
people on "'Agronsky and Company" said it was the best idea of the year. 
One thing that sticks in my mind is that Bloom Says the university should teach 
those things that the student does not get elsewhere--which is what I think 
schools in general should do. Perhaps it could have been a little tighter 
in its presentation, but overall, very good reading. 


GROWING UP JEWISH, Rabbi Jack Moline 


A humorous book which makes a nice break between the former, and the 
book that follows, 


ARISTOTLE FOR EVERYBODY, Mortimer Adler 

Adler starts with logic and syllogisms and delves into a lot of things that 
are reasoned out by virtue of this approach; however, at one place he says 
that "truth is truth, '' while in his SIX GREAT IDEAS he spends a great deal 
of time going into truth which makes it much more complicated than that. 
At the time I was reading the book, it seemed very clear, but I would be hard 
pressed to pass a quiz on it (which was true as soon as I finished it). I do 
like Adler, though... 


UNCIVIL LIBERTIES, Calvin Trillin 
Trillin writes about a variety of things (see above, too)--this one is 
acid, humorous political essays which are extremely entertaining. One of 
his comments is that property taxes have an immense potential as an instrument 
of public policy--for instance, double the tax rate for a house that includes 
a private screening room. 


VALLEY OF THE FAR SIDE, Gary Larson 
THE FAR SIDE OBSERVER, Gary Larson 

Two cartoon books which deal with some strange creations--reminds me 
a little of Virgil Partch. The second one is more extreme, and not quite so 
amusing, 


COLORADO, IMAGES FROM ABOVE, Tom Till 

This is really a coffee table book, I guess, and shouldn't count as a book 
because there is no text, but the pictures are different (since they are from 
the air) so that even familiar scenes take on a different perspective, and it 
is a lovely collection. 


9-87--1-88/Page 3 


A VIEW FROM THE BENCH, Judge Joseph Wapner 

Everyone's favorite judge (television's "People's Court") writes about 
not only some of his favorite cases, and the law, but also about community, 
and his ideas are calm and solid. His writing may not be marvelous, but he 
has some interesting things to say. In the book he Says that settlement is 
always better than a trial, and explains why. Onan interview, he said he 
liked getting people into court because that is what the courts are for--settling 
disputes, and people should not be afraid of using the courts. I think he 
needed to say both things in both contexts. 


IS SEX NECESSARY, James Thurber and E. B. White 
Here's a golden oldie from more NEW YORKER writers. (THE NEW 


YORKER either picks good people, or cultivates them.) It is a very humorous 
and good book, even after all these years. 


HOW TO TAME A WILD BORE, Kathy Grizzard 

Kathy G. is the third ex-wife of Lewis Grizzard, a humorous columnist 
who writes for an Atlanta paper (I believe). He is very good. She is 
moderately good. She writes about his foibles--and sometimes that is 
funny, but sometimes it strikes me as tasteless. 


GODDESSES IN EVERY WOMAN, Jean Bolen, M.D. 

The book gives a quickie background of seven Greek goddesses 
(Artemis, hunt; Athena, wisdom; Hestia, hearth; Hera, marriage; Demeter, 
mother; Persephone, mother's daughter; Aphrodite, love and beauty), and 
then goes on to tell how a woman with these guiding forces behaves, and then 
how she can cultivate another goddess if she wants to take another direction. 
I consider that thisis something we have all known, and she just puts other 
labels on our characteristics. I seem to spend more time railing about the 
books I don't like than praising the ones I do! ButI think that labeling these 
traits is not particularly beneficial, and I suppose I resent the idea that this 
woman is busy making money with this book. SheisaJ ungian psychiatrist, 
and she does do some explaining, butI don't think that her discovery is very 
important, although I am interested enough in mythology that I liked that 
part of it. (Book group selection--picked, they told me, while I was away.) 


READING LIST January 1988 - May 1988 


WITH ALL DISRESPECT by Calvin Trillin 

More Trillin essays, some about "civil liberties" and some about the 
way his family takes him to task! I like the one about the New York subway 
and the "'line of the day''--e.g., the check is in the mail, andsoon. His 
family motto runs along the lines of "pick up your jacket, '' which sounds 
very familiar. One line I believe he left out is that of the doctor or dentist, 
"You may experience some slight discomfort." He writes engagingly, and 
thoughtfully. 


THE PRINCE OF TIDES by Pat Conroy 

(Book group.) This is a rollicking good story in a lot of places, but 
suffers from a lack of good editing. It tells a great deal about the family and 
how the members reacted to assorted problems and crises. In the long run, 
the narrator says that love won out;even though he hated his parents for their 
cruelty, he loved them. One extra affair did not really add much, some of it 
was not very believable, but parts are good enough that I read the whole thing. 


WEST WITH THE NIGHT by Beryl Markham 

This is from 1942, reprinted, and is by a fairly well-known woman who 
grew up in Africa, trained horses, became a pilot, and did all kinds of rather 
exotic things, especially for a woman at that time. (It has been made into 
a TV series that lasted interminably, called "A Shadow onthe Sun.") Itis a 
kind of reminiscence more than a chronologically consistent work, and it is 
interesting reading,sometimes delicately written, sometimes humorous. 
It gives a flavor of a little part of (not much, I grant you) Africa, and some of 
the bush flying, and some of the animals--lions, elephants, and {I found it good 
reading. At the end, I have a kind of nostalgia, even though none of itis a 
part of my experience. Parts of it reminded me of Antoine St. fixupery, and 
I later found out that she and he were lovers at one time. There has even been 
some discussion as to whether she really wrote the book, or had someone else 
do itunder her name. (Book group.) 


OLD GLORY by Jonathan Raban 

An Englishman, Jonathan Raban,took a small boat down the Mississippi 
because he was so impressed by HUCKLEBERRY FINN's trip. His comments, 
while sometimes critical (of the places he stopped along the way), are never 
barbed, so there is a softness about the book that was a pleasant surprise, 
rather than truly criticizing. Some of the things he said are especially 
perceptive, e.g., about the Mormons, and the Born Agains (p. 191). 


THE MAKING OF THE AFRICAN QUEEN by Katherine Hepburn 


This is a pleasant remembrance of her experiences during the making 
of the movie, which reads more like a conversation than a book, 


Jan. '88-May '88, p. 2 


IF YOU CAN'T SAY SOMETHING NICE by Calvin Trillin 
More good stuff! Essays that deal with a variety of topics, some 


political, some domestic, some just light and humorous, but so finely 
written. 


NEW YORKER MAGAZINE things... 

This is cheating, because the NEW YORKER is a magazine, not a book. 
Ido not read the whole thing regularly--if I did, I would never read books, 
because the articles are very long. However, the material is very well 
written, So my resident clipper (Dick) tells me when there are things of 
special interest to me--either the subject in particular, or the author. Calvin 
Trillin writes for them, as does John McPhee, and the McPhee piece on 
volcanoes was excellent. Jonathan Kozol had a piece on the homeless in New 
York (great heavens . . . you have probably seen references to this situation 
on whatever news-magazine things you watch on TV). Another piece was on the 
CIA investigation of writers (that's horrifying). Also, I have been following 
Hlizabeth (can't spell her name without shuddering) Drew's items called 
"Letter From Washington," in which she has been dis cussing the candidates 
and the election. She appears on "Inside Washington" which used to be 
"A gronsky and Company" on public television (Agronsky retired). So, putting 
these articles into my reading basket means fewer books. 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 
SOMETHING UNDER THE BED IS DROOLING by Bill Watterson 

This is cheating a little, too, because these are cartoon books which 
Craig gave us for Christmas. I read them through and though I still do not 
follow the strip in the daily paper, I have a warm feeling for both of the 
characters. Calvin's mother repairs Hobbes when he rips (he is the stuffed 
tiger that is stuffed in front of other people but becomes real when he is 
with Calvin). The cartoons are somewhat reminiscent of POGO, but in some 
ways better--they are not as political, but anyone can relate to them. 


A DAY NO PIGS WOULD DIE 
THE GREAT GILLY HOPKINS 

(Book group.) These are two children's books which are currently under 
attack by the fundamentalists, so the book group read them to see if they should 
be banned, Probably they are not too good for the elementary grades because 
they are rather graphic, but they are well written and have good themes and 
I got something out of both of them. (More detail on separate sheet. ) 


WHEN MY LOVE RETURNS FROM THE LADIES' ROOM WILLIBE TOO 
OLD TO CARE by Lewis Grizzard 


This is more essays (they are great bed-time reading, because there are 
good stopping places--and then you can think a few minutes about the point of 
what you have been reading), some funny, some not quite so, some thoughtful. 


A SPORT OF NATURE by Nadine Gordimer 
(Book group.) I did not finish this for reasons explained on separate sheet. 


RE: A SPORT OF NATURE, Nadine Gordimer 


This book is written in a vague way, witha group of assumptions 
made as to what the reader will understand without being told. The 
pronoun references are often confusing. Especially irritating is the 
use of dashes rather than quotation marks, a situation (confusion) 
compounded by the additional use of dashes as dashes--sometimes in 
the middle of a quote, so that there may be four dashes in one sentence. 


Color is important, yet it is not identified at the outset. 


p. 22: bottom, who is talking? 
p. 23: top, “he''--whois he? Joe? 

bottom, who is talking? 
p. 75: near the bottom, who the hell! is talking? 
p. 85: who? 


Those are just a couple of examples to illustrate my reaction. I 
Stayed with it to about p. 100; after 60 or 70 pages, I began to get some 
of the relationships more clear, but by that time it was too late. I didn't 
care any more. 


If the author is trying to get a point across (in this case, the apartheid 
problems in South Africa), he has to involve the reader ina story that 
will keep the reader interested enough to stay with the characters while 
they deal with the underlying theme; here, the characters were not 
developed adequately to make the reader care about what they did or what 
happened to them, let alone how they handled the problems that are 
eventually supposed to come across to us, 


Jan. '88-May '88, p. 3 


ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE by Edward Abbey 

Here are some more Abbey essays, many of which do not embrace new 
ideas (there is material on environmental damage, for instance), but he is 
still thought provoking. He has one essay on the writer's job--which he sees 
as one of criticizing this country in an effort to make it better, at least in 
part. A review of this book by Sandra Dallas was withering, but I think more 
of Abbey than I do of Sandra Dallas (a local type who considers herself the 
guru authority on Western writers, I guess--she has some books out mostly 
on historic things around Denver, but she does not write particularly well). 


HAPPY ALL THE TIME by Laurie Colwin 

The dust cover suggests that this is a "comedy of manners and morals" 
and it is --two men who are best friends marry two ladies, and the book 
deals with their feelings about one another. How nice that they are not 
constantly jumping into bed, but deal with their feelings, and how their 
personalities mesh with one another. It really is enjoyable, and I think the 


comparison to.SENSE AND SENSIBILITY or PRIDE AND PREJUDICE is 
justified. (Book group.) 


MANHATTAN '45 by Jan Morris 

This is a discussion or exposition about New York in 1945, which is of 
interest to us especially because of Markand Pat's living there, even though 
they didn't live there in 1945. Iam not quite through with it, and must hurry 
on solcan sendit to them! But itis interesting reading. Right now I have 
finished the part about LaGuardia, and I wonder a little why we can't have 
some elected officials who would shape things up the way he (apparently) did 


WPA GUIDE TO ILLINOIS 

"The Federal Writers’ Project Guide to 1930's Illinois." Lam going to 
try to soak up a little of this via osmosis, send it to Ann, and maybe read it 
later--I do like history things, and there is interesting material in here. 


A DAY NO PIGS WOULD DIE, by Robert Newton Peck 
THE GREAT GILLY HOPKINS, by Katherine Paterson 

The book group examined some of the titles which have been attacked by 
a group for curtailing some school acquisitions. These two are elementary 
level, and apparently PIGS is one that the group (Christians for Cleaner 
Education, or something) thinks should definitely go. It is rather graphic 
in its discussion about Slaughtering pigs, the hero's attendance at the very 
awkward birth of a calf (the hero is 12), his attendance at the mating of his 
pig, and some such farm activities. The Setting is ona farm ina rural 
Shaker community, and some of the humorous parts of the book deal with 
the Baptists! However, even though some of the descriptions are perhaps 
a bit colorful for the tiny tots, the underlying theme--the young man's 
association with his father, and indeed his family, and his development to 
manhood--at the ripe old age of thirteen--when his father dies are extremely 
Significant and tender without being either sentimental or mushy. I thought 
those parts were worth some discomfort at the other parts. 

GILLY started with the adventures of a young lady of eleven, and she was 
such an ill-tempered lout that I hardly wanted to get past the first ten pages. 
Still, in the interests of this exploration, I did go on, and this was a very 
rewarding story. The girl had been deserted by her mother at a very young 
age (maybe two?) and shunted from one foster home to another. she always 
looked forward to returning to her mother, and finally toward the end of the 
book, her grandmother is notified about her and comes to collect her. When 
she finally sees her mother again, she suddenly realizes that her then-current 
foster home was really home, that she liked her foster mother and brother, 
and that she did not want to go with her grandmother (her mother never does 
want her). Her foster mother communicates with her on the telephore ina 
way that rises above what we ever thought the F.M. could come up with: 

Gilly: "Nothing turned out the way it's supposed to, "' 

F.M.: ".. . Life ain't supposed to be nothing, 'cept maybe tough. . . 

- . . all that stuff about happy endings is lies. The only ending in this world 

is death. . . . Sometimes in this world things come easy, and you tend to lean 
back and say, 'Well, finally, happy ending.' Like life owed you good things. 

And there is lots of good things, . . . but you just fool yourself if you expect 

good things all the time. They ain't what's regular--don't nobody owe 'em to you." 

Gilly: "Tf life is so bad, how come you're so happy?" 

F.M.: "Didi say bad? I said it was tough. Nothing to make you happy like 
doing good on a tough job, now is there?" 

And after they exchange their love for one another, Gilly goes on to go 
with her grandmother, leaving the kindly foster mother and brother behind her, 

So Gilly, having been rejected by one family after another, finally must 
abandon the only place (foster mother) where she had been accepted for what 
and who she was, yet the reader feels that she has grown enough that she will 
be able to put herself together, at least in part, and perhaps contribute to her 
grandmother, ina way that few people contributed to her-- This story is 
especially significant because of the numbers of children abandoned or rejected 
even if not abandoned, and harmed by separations, and adopted even if they do 
not choose that path--and I think it is very well done. 

For further reading on adoptions, try Greenberg's AGE OF CONSENT, 
which most consider a mystery story, but which is really about being adopted. 


June 1988--September 1988 


MUSIC FOR CHAMELEONS, Truman Capote 
The reportage in this was interesting and good, but the rest of it was 
gossipy and chatty, and less than enlightening. I was moved to read this 


because of its reputation (and Capote's), but I think I will lay off his work 
for a while. 


WATERSHIP DOWN, Richard Adams 

Here is another animal story in the vein of ANIMAL FA RM, but with 
rabbits. It was much better than I had expected, and I found the story good 
and the allusions good as well. It was a best seller at one time, and I did 
not read it then, but I think it is worth while. 


LOVE, MEDICINE, AND MIRACLES, Bernie Siegel 
This is a. helpful book in a lot of ways--partly because of his discussion 
of attitude about illness, and partly because of the spirituality he touches on, 
At first, I thought that since the right attitude could make anyone get well, 
we must all feel guilty for being sick, but later I realized that this is not what 
he is saying at all. He warns against expecting to get physically well simply 
by changing attitude. Sometimes there sre rather Startling physical recoveries, 
but his real emphasis is how we approach what is happening tous. This was 
especially good for me since I was dealing with Jeannette's illness and death 
at the time I read it. 


MANHATTAN 45, Jan Morris 

What fun! She talks about how things were in Manhattan in 1945 (right 
after the war--a big time there), and it is interesting historically and from 
a sight-seeing view. Of course, we can't see those same sights in the same 
way how, so the book is quite interesting. 


STOP TIME, Frank Conroy 

Joanne recommended this--she said STOP TIME was so much better 
than PRINCE OF TIDES. No wonder--it is by a different author; she got 
the Conroys:;mixed up. This is a better written book, I think--tighter in 
organization. It uses time inconsistency (flashbacks), but is good anyway. 
It is a much better autobiography than the other Conroy. I think it is harder 
for me to deal with flashbacks as I get older, because I find myself getting 
a little more confused. 


MAINE PILGRIMAGE, Richard Salstonstall 

He discusses the joys and beauties of Maine, some problems (off shore 
Oil drilling, for example) and how they are being dealt with, and mostly 1 
think gives his feeling for the country there, and much of that is lovely. 


A DARK ADAPTED EYE, Barbara Vine 

People who say they are wild/ crazy /unconventional, usually aren't; Vine 
talks too much about unraveling the great mystery, because when the surprise 
is revealed, it isn't all that surprising. It would have been more so if she 
had not kept mentioning it. Other than that, itis O.K. » probably about a B 
minus (it is not a murder mystery, just a mystery), and the problem I have 
with flashbacks is not a criticism of the book so much as it is of me, I think, 


READING LIST October 1988 - January 1989 


CROSSING TO SAFETY, Wallace Stegner 

(Fiction) This is perhaps not quite so good as ANGLE OF REPOSE:; still, 
disappointing Stegner is twice as good as nearly anybody else. This hit me 
hard because one of the main characters dies of cancer, but the story deals 
with the relationship of two couples through a long life, and it is very percep- 
tive over the long haul. Of course it is well written--after all, it is Stegner, 


IRON AND SILK, Mark Salzman 

This is a series of vignettes by a Phi Beta Kappa from Yale (1982) who 
went to China to teach English and Study martial arts. It gives some insights 
into the people he meets; there is some but not much understanding of the 
martial arts. It is very interesting reading. Conditions in China in the areas 
he was in are certainly touched on; it is hard to know how general these 


conditions are, but some of them (particularly the general Sanitation) seem 
rather primitive. 


RIDING THE IRON ROOSTER, Paul Theroux 

Mr. Theroux decided he wanted to see China Strictly on trains, so this is 
an account of his ride all over China on the trains. It is compelling to read, 
and if the general impression that he gives is accurate, the people are very 
friendly, conditions of living (eating, cleanliness, and so on) are quite different 
from here, and communication for someone who speaks no Chinese (he did 
Speak some) practically impossible. 


LEAVING HOME, Garrison Keillor 
Here are 36 essays that are from the radio show; the first group is 
extremely funny, the second group is poignant, and all are very good. 


- » « » John McPhee 


Another piece in the NEW YORKER about the mountains in California; 
marvelous reading. 


A SHOOTING STAR, Wallace Stegner 

The reason I didn't care quite so much for this book is that I did not like 
the heroine (oops, this is fiction), Otherwise, it was good. The book group 
also covered ANGLE OF REPOSE, which I think is a Classic. We (or at least 


I) decided that Stegner dealt very Sympathetically with women--which most of 
the people in book group think is unusual for a male author. 


GRACIE, George Burns 


Subtitled "A Love Story,’ this is a tender and humorous account of Burns! 
life with Gracie Allen. 


MY ANTONIA, Willa Cather 
(Fiction) This is a very calmly written book which tells a great deal more 
by what it doesn't say than by what it does, but it says a lot, too. Good Cather. 
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WHAT DO YOU CARE WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK? Richard Feynman 

The second part is about the Challenger investigation, when Feynman 
served on the commission. This is extremely interesting, and it is not 
technically written, so even clothheads can understand it. The first part of 
the book is more like his first book. His writing is so clear and conversational 
it is a great pleasure to read, and I am unhappy that he has died, because that 
means we will not get any more from him, on top of which, I think the country 
has lost a positive, clear-thinking, incredibly intelligent man. 


CITIZEN KANE--with "Raising Kane" by Pauline Kael and the shooting script 
from the movie 

Kael's pieces here, which I believe originally appeared in the NEW YORKER, 
are so detailed and comprehensive about the making of the movie, about 
Welles, and about Hearst, that it is astounding what she brings to the discussion 
about the movie (and about Welles and Hearst, too). This is extremely 
interesting (more so if you happen to feel strongly about the movie's import). 


WHEN ALL YOU'VE EVER WANTED ISN'T ENOUGH, Harold Kushner 
Ignore the title, which really bothers me, and then go on, because the 
book is very good. It is a spiritual, rather than a religious, discussion, and 
while much of what he says is what I have thought and felt for years, it is 
nice to have it reaffirmed. One of the bases for his exploration is Ecclesiastes, 
and so now I guess I'd better read that (since I really do not know it), but his 
conclusions fit in with my frame of reference, especially the one that says 
that meaning is not one giant thing, but day after day of smaller things, So 
even if one has never really worried about the question of what is life about, 
it is a positive confirmation to read this book. Life is about living, and God 
helps us take care of the things that seem to be beyondus.... What 


Kushner says may be over- simplified, but it makes an enormous amount of 
sense to me. 


THE AGES OF GAIA, James Lovelock 

Subtitled "A Biography of Our Living Earth," the book is fairly interesting 
to read, even more interesting to consider, and for me, too complex to really 
understand. Lovelock readily Says that he is not the first to consider Earth 
as a living thing; he apparently is hitting us with the ideas when we are a bit 
more receptive. This book (not his first on the Subject) deals with some of 
the history of the development and then talks about "Dais eyworld, '' which is 
where I fell off, but that is my problem, not his. Lovelock's work comes 
under the Commonwealth Fund Book Program, with Lewis Thomas as editor, 
and that (Thomas) gives it a great deal of authority as far as I am concerned, 
but the book itself gets into detail that I do not understand. Toward the end 
Lovelock talks about living with the earth in harmony, and while everything 
he says sounds reasonable; I am not sure that we are headed on the right 
course to promote such harmony. 
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THE FOOL'S PROGRESS, Edward Abbey (Fiction) 

An excellent review by Geoffrey Fox in THE VILLAGE VOICE Says pretty 
much what I think about this book. It is stream -of-consciousness writing a 
good deal of the time, which I find somewhat less than appealing, but as it 
grows a little more structured (about half-way through), it gets more interesting 
and more readable. Parts of the hero remind the reader of Abbey himself, 
and parts of the story aré bitter-sweet. One wonders if Abbey knew he was 
dying, and that colored the story about Henry. The book probably has a bit 
more appeal because we now know that it is Abbey's last one; the writing is 
not so eloquent as some, and I do not always like the renegade hero, but it is, 
after all, Abbey, and worth looking at. 


CULTURAL LITERACY, E. D. Hirsch 

This is about the common knowledge that enables us to understand what 
we read. We have all heard about the list (things we should have a nodding 
acquaintance with); he deals not only with the list, but also how it applies 
to us nationally, through language, culturally; and how schools should 
handle all this. It is much more interesting than I would have thought, and 
more interesting than the list itself (although that's fun, too). 


A KISS IS STILL A KISS, Roger Ebert 
This book is not movie reviews so much as actor reviews; it is very 
interestingly done, and Ebert writes well, so it is good reading. 


A THIEF OF TIME, Tony Hillerman (Fiction/murder mystery /book group) 

The murder itself is not such a giant part of this as is the Indian/south- 
western setting and background, and the part about the southwest is probably 
more interesting than the murder, too. 


CONVERSATIONS WITH RABBI SMALL, Harry Kemelman (Fiction/mystery, 
in a way/book group) 

The mystery part of this is not nearly so engrossing as the discussion of 
Judaism. Kemelman writes mysteries, but this one is really an elaboration 
of all kinds of views in Judaism, and very informative. He talks about the 
Judeo-Christian traditions, and a host of things that are extremely interesting. 


THE POWER GAME, Hedrick Smith 

This is a VERY long book that covers ''How Washington Works" via the 
varied ways that power groups are set up--PAC's, parties, in-groups, out- 
groups, cabinet, defense, contractors, Senate, House, and so on. It is 
extremely interesting. It is also extremely depressing because the whole 
set-up is so entrenched (not the people themselves--they change) that it is hard 
to see how we could effect any changes. He also has a section on how changes 
might be effected--and this includes the reinstatement of the Party system (he 
explains why this would be good--what it would do for governing, in spite of 
the parts of it that are bad). But besides how Washington works, I kept reading 
into it the quest that we all have for power in our lives and in other ways, 


(POWER GAME, cont'd. ) (and into APRIL 1989) 


and I think that the drive for power and control is a very Significant part of 
how we make decisions and lead our lives. Although too long for total, 
thorough reading, this is an absorbing book. His examples deal mainly 

with the administrations since Kennedy and especially Reagan, but he 

brings in other examples as well. Onéthat was intriguing was about Stockman: 
Smith says that "damage control" is a big part of the running of the show, 

and with Stockman, he was chastised for the budget flap rather than what he 
said (which shot down Reagan's program). Thus, damage control does not 
always deal with the real problem--but with some diagonal that takes attention 
away from the real problem. 


CEMETERY TO CONSERVATORY, Bernice Petersen 

Here we have a local history pamphlet about the beginnings of cemeteries 
in Denver, and the later conversion to the Botanic Gardens. Knowing what 
a cemetery nutlam, lam sure this appeals to me more than to anyone else 
in the world. I think cemeteries tell us a lot about local development, and 
this one is quite interesting. 


THE OLD GRINGO, Carlos Fuentes (Fiction, book group) 

Obviously I am behind the times, because I knew nothing of this author, 
who is reportedly Mexico's most distinguished novelist. The tale is told in 
some semi-stream-of-consciousness, which I find very difficult, but later 
in the book it becomes a fairly Straight forward story, and then it gets 
better. Itis a fictitious account of what MIGHT have become of Ambrose 
Bierce . . . who knows how accurate it is (even Fuentes, I think, does not 
know). 


MY WORLD AND WELCOME TO IT, James Thurber 

I think I like Thurber's tongue-in-cheek accounts better than his reporting; 
There are a couple of pieces in this that are laugh-out-loud pieces (which you 
have to be careful of if there are people around you, because telling them what 
is funny is not so good as reading Thurber). Admittedly, there was one piece 
that I found too long, and rather tedious, and not terribly funny, but the rest 
of it was good reading. 
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ANSWERED PRAYERS, Truman Capote (Novel) 


"For years the celebrity set waited nervously for the publication of 
ANSWERED PRAYERS. ... Truman Capote did not live to finish his 
projected masterpiece. But what he left us more than justifies all the hopes 
and fears it aroused." This quote is from the dust jacket, and I consider its 
unnamed author much more gullible than I. The book igs conversational in 
style, so it is fairly readable, but the "revelations" are gossippy, and not 
very interesting, and I think a great deal of the text appeals to people's 
prurient interests, and has little if any socially redeeming value. Capote's 
talents seem to lie in promoting Capote--as he did in his later years on talk 
shows, and roaming around with the rich and famous. His reporting, as 
evidenced in IN COLD BLOOD, is quite good; his novel writing, not so much so. 


THE ESSENTIAL CALVIN AND HOBBES, Bill Watterson 

It is probably cheating a little to put a book of cartoons in my reading list, 
but I do not follow this strip in the paper, and Craig has the books which he 
feels I should read in order to keep up with things. I like this strip because 
Calvin (the little kid) has a stuffed tiger named Hobbes, and they exchange 
times of play and words of wisdom and situations with the parents which are 
easily related to. Hobbes says, 'Reading is so much faster when you don't 
Sweat comprehension. '' Calvin has a vivid imagination, and I like that-_it 
reminds me of the days before TV when children made up things to do, and 


made up Situations about the things they were playing with. It is really qnite 
an enticing book. 


PRINCESS ALICE: The Life and Times of Alice Roosevelt Longworth, 

Carol Felsenthal (Book Group) 

Hardly a literary masterpiece, this tale does indeed discuss the life 
and times of Alice Longworth, including a great deal about her father 
Theodore. Her childhood strikes the reader as absolutely insufferable--her 
mother died when she was born; she was farmed out to an aunt; when Teddy 
Roosevelt remarried, his new wife (who was actually an earlier sweetheart 
than his first wife) did not really want Alice, but felt that it was only fitting 
to take her; Alice competed with her five step-siblings for attention and love 
that she never got. At any rate, she was a young lady in the White House 
when T.R. was president, and developed such a flair for the entire scene 
in Washington that she continued as a social influence long after T.R. was 
no longer president. Her marriage was as unsatisfactory as her childhood, 
and one wonders how she survived at all, much less as the most popular 
hostess in Washington. The last chapter touches more on this draw she had 
than her earlier development as the social influence she was. The events 
themselves make interesting reading, even if the chronology is a bit confusing, 
and the book reads a little like a fancy NATIONAL ENQUIRER. 
Keeping track of the family tree (the relationship of Franklin, Eleanor, Theodore, 
and a lot of other relatives) is sometimes difficult. 
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IT'S ALWAYS SOMETHING, Gilda Radner 

Gilda Radner writes about her life some, but mostly about her struggle 
with cancer. Even though she did die after the book was written, it is not 
a depressing account in the way it is presented. She says she wanted it to 
be--if not funny, at least up beat, which it is. The depressing part is the 
ordeal she went through fighting cancer. Since we have just been through a 
siege with cancer, which we handled in an entirely different way because of 
the prognosis, it is not very easy for me to read about someone who had such 
a terribly hard time--although maybe, in a way, it makes me feel more 
comfortable that Dick had a type that was not treatable in the same ways, because 
he did not have to go through the really difficult things that Radner did. 


SARUM, Edward Rutherfurd (Book Group selection) 

This is a novel of England; the first section covers material that is a 
little tricky to substantiate, because it runs from ?? to 1200. The second section 
goes from 1200 to 1985. As the years go on, the narrative runs a lot faster. 
The beginning was more interesting to me because, for one thing, it dealt with 
the building of Stonehenge, and while it was imaginative, it was the sort of 
narrative that one could believe if he had a mind to. There are five families 
in the book, and the story deals with events in England over all these years, 
and how the five families (as the descendents go on) are affected by the events, 
and how they relate to one another. It gets terribly complicated. The book is 
fairly well written, and if I had a whole lot of time, I think I would have read it 
more carefully than I did; however, it is 1,035 pages long, and I had other things 
to go on to, so I read it rather speedily after I got into the second section. 
I like historical novels; I also like to be able to get through things. 


THE BEAN TREES, Barbara Kingsolver (Book Group = selection) 

Taylor, the heroine, leaves home, but I'm not sure why, and this is her 
adventure in Arizona--some tender spots as she deals with the little Indian girl 
that is foisted on her, and some sideways comments about the safe houses for 
the illegals. It is easy reading, but hardly world-shaking. 


THE LAST FLOWER, James Thurber 


This is an old, old story, out in a lovely new edition, and it only takes 
about five minutes to read--and it is lovely, but very sad. Makes me wonder 
if we have learned anything . 


DADDY'S BOY, Chris Elliott (with Bob Elliott) 

Bob Elliott, of Bob and Ray fame, has a son named Chris who is even more 
outrageous than Bob, and to me not quite as truly inventive, although Craig likes 
Chris a great deal. Chris made up stories about his youth, and then Bob wrote 


a rebuttal (which usually had nothing to do with the story). Chris is lying, so is 
Bob, and it is all pretty funny. 


ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN, Robert Fulghum 

This is thoughts on common things--so calm and tender, it's lovely. "Share 
everything; play fair; say you're sorry when you hurt somebody; be aware of 
wonder; live a balanced life; hold hands and stick together," and much more. 
This is NOT a dopey book; it is just lovely. 
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THE SHELL SEEKERS, Rosamunde Pilcher (Book Group) (fiction) 

All the promotional blurbs on the cover are true this time; this is the 
most interesting novel I have read in a long time. It is about a family, and the 
chapters are organized so that each one deals with a family member or friend, 
and the flashbacks come very logically, so it is not confusing. The main char- 
acter, Penelope, is an interesting and real woman, and her children are all 
very believable, even though they are not all "nice." The conclusion ties all 
the threads together, and in the end Penelope dies, but it is somewhat like a 
ring--a metaphor that the author uses--and comes full circle, and there is a 
sense of this conclusion rather than a terrible sense of loss when Penelope dies. 
"The Shell Seekers" is the name of a picture painted by Penelope's father, but 
it carries meaning throughout the story--both as the painting itself, and as the 
metaphor. This is a very good story. "Happiness," says Pilcher, "is making the 
most of what you have; riches is making the most of what you've got." 1 thought that was 
great when I copied it, and now I'm not sure that I even have it straight--I put my own meaning on it! 
"A Critic At Large "(T.S. Eliot), Cynthia Ozick (essay ) 

Ozick is known for her novels, and is fairly well thought of, although 
what I have read of hers had not been tops on my list. This piece is an 
essay in THE NEW YORKER, and is extremely long, and very informative, but 
in my typical style, I can't say that I actually remember just what she said. 
However, since Eliot has come up in discussions of late, and he has never been 
a particular favorite of mine, I think this is worth reading to get the flavor of 
what she (Ozick) has to say about him. In spite of going through the whole 
essay, I am still not sure what catapulted him to importance so early--she 
mentions that he became famous on the strength of only fifty-four poems; he 
also wrote essays; he also worked at a bank where he gained respectability; he 
also was married to a woman who was later committed to a mental hospital for the 
last ten years of her life. Their relationship seems stormy and terribly difficult, 
to say the least, but even if she were insane, he doesn't sound like such a 
swell catch to me. Still, good to know more about him, since he is a very 
important literary figure of this century. While his pessimism about people and 
the world may be accurate, it is an approach that I do not find appealing. 


A YELLOW RAFT IN BLUE WATER, Michael Dorris (Book Group) (fiction) 
One of the interesting things about this novel is that it was written 

by a man, but the three sections, each about a woman, are written in the 

first person. The three characters are the daughter, the mother, and the 

grandmother, and the book starts with the daughter, so that some of the questions 

are not answered until the grandmother's part. The characters are Indian, 

or Indian/Negro, and they mostly live on a reservation, and the whole situation 

could be very depressing. There is little joy in the book. Still, it is not 

entirely down, and the characters appear to be doing the best they can under 

the given set of circumstances, so that while I might feel they have rocks 

in their heads, I'm not sure I would have done any better in their milieu. 

It is an interesting approach, and I'm glad I finally got it read, but I don't 

know that I would promote it as one of the year's greats. 


HOW TO SURVIVE THE LOSS OF A LOVE, Melba Colgrove, etc. (musings, really) 
More hints on how to grieve, and What to do during and after the grieving, 

and while it is appropriate, I don't know that there is anything much new here. 

It seems more geared to people who have broken up with someone they loved than 


to loss by death, even though it does mention the latter. Still, every little bit 
helps. 
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STONER, John Williams (fiction) 

The story concerns an English professor who "never does anything news- 
worthy, knows little joy, and dies to be forgotten almost at once," but the 
characters are developed so well, and the whole milieu is so identifiable and 
believable, that it is a gripping story even though there is no "action." Williams 
deals, at the end, with Stoner's death, and there are some perceptions here 
that seem very true (to me--because I can relate to them via Dick's death), 
and the whole thing is just excellent reading. It is written with economy 
of style, yet leaves nothing important out, and I also liked the comments about 
how Stoner relates to his teaching, and it to him. I got onto this because 
John Williams is a friend of Joanne Greenberg, and she has raved about his 
work. This one we agree on. 


WE ARE STILL MARRIED, Garrison Keillor (stories and essays) 

Keillor is always good reading, although there were a few of the essays 
in this collection that were not quite so good as usual--maybe that's my own 
attitude. There is also some poetry--some very entertaining, some not so. 
This is a book that makes good nighttime reading, because the pieces are 
short and putting it aside does not make one lose the train of thought. 


PEACE, LOVE, & HEALING, Bernie Siegel 
After deciding that LOVE MEDICINE & MIRACLES put too much guilt 

on everyone to recommend Siegel at all, this one proves to be a bit better. For 
one thing, he apologizes for implying that with the right attitude, anyone can get 
well. He says we are all going to die. Chapter 5, "Healing the Child Within," 
has some good stuff in it, e.g., "While pessimists have a more accurate view of 
the world, optimists live a lot longer and have a better time." We are not failures 
if miracles do not happen--do not set a new standard for failure; work for goals 
which are attainable. "Find a life tha's enjoyable to you and live that life." 

". . . if you confront life's challenges, after you are gone your loved ones 

will go on living with a fullness, not an emptiness. Yes, there will be erief, 

but not emptiness." Exceptional patients are people who have become authentic. 
They know who they are; that makesit easier for them to let go, and for 

their loved ones to let them go. As I read all of this, I felt over and over that 
Dick was authentic, that he would be missed, but would be all around and with 
us even if he were not here. I cannot imagine a more fulfilled way of doing the 
whole thing than the way he did, and so I thank him for that, too. 


MERRY GENTLEMEN, J. Bryan, III 

Joe Bryan is a journalist, and editor, and freelance writer. His writing 
is not spectacular, but is more in the conversational style. The subjects 
of his reminiscences are all humorous people--I had heard of some (Fred 
Allen, Robert Benchley, S . J. Perelman) and not of others (Finis Farr, 
Arthur Samuels . . .), and there was warmth coming from those essays 
about people who were somewhat familiar to me, and probably not so much 
warmth from the others. It reads almost like stories from one's family, and 
is easy to read, and parts of it are funny; I guess I was slightly disappointed, 
and even though it was fun, I don't think I would urge it on you without 
reservation. 


TWO-PART INVENTION, Madeleine L'Engle (Book Group) 

This is L'Engle's journal kept while her husband was dying of cancer, and 
so interspersed with his ordeal are memoirs of their marriage. She has several 
very significant reflections (which I could not mark because it is not my copy of 
the book) about living (and dying), it is warm reading because she cares so 
much, and fairly universal since we all have to go through something-—-even if 
it is not exactly the same. I did not feel that she had a corner on wonderful 
relationships, because Dick and I had one of our own. 
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SLAUGHTER THE ANIMALS, POISON THE EARTH, Jack Olsen 

If you remember Rachel Carson's SILENT SPRING, you will get the idea 
of what Olsen is trying to tell us about the government's policies regarding 
poisoning and trapping of wild predators. While largely directed at coyotes 
at the behest of sheep ranchers, the poison is set somewhat indiscriminately 
and has killed a lot of things besides coyotes. Private owners also use the 
poison (which they are not Supposed to be able to buy--the main one was called 
1080) and trappers sometimes catch things besides coyotes. This book came 
out in 1971, and I have no idea whether the situation is the same now as it 
was then, but if it is, it makes me feel I dare not go out anywhere, because 
the stuff is set on both public and private lands, and it sounds pretty scary. 
I hope to call someone (sometime?) and find out if things are as bad as Olsen 
Says, or if the alarmist bell that he rang 20 years ago resulted in some positive 
changes. He discusses, also, the general balance of nature, and what the 
animal population and poisoned water supplies would lead to if we do indeed 
do away with all the predators with those policies. 


LIFE AND DEATH IN SHANGHAI, Nien Cheng (Book Group) 

While this could be considered memoirs by the author of her time in 
a Chinese prison while she was accused of being a spy (and it is that), it is 
also a history of the power struggles and conditions in China from the time of 
the Communist takeover (1949) until her departure from China to the United States 
(1980). The parts about her stay in prison are chilling; the parts about the 
changes in power, and the activities of the Red Guards and Revolutionists, are 
even more so. Her husband had died in 1957, and she became an employee of 
Shell Oil Company, which was the "basis" for her arrest in 1966. How she kept 
herself held together so that she survived her prison stay is an almost unbe- 
lievable exercise in will. When she was finally released from prison in 1973, 
She learned that her daughter had been killed--and her daughter was one of 
the things that kept her going in prison. Mrs. Cheng was definitely a member 
of the more privileged class--another reason for her persecution, so we do not 
get a good idea of conditions for "regular" people, but her story is fascinating 
and written in a very readable fashion. 


MURDER IN THE ADIRONDACKS, Craig Brandon 


Back-cover-blurb: "After 80 years, readers can finally find out what 
really happened at Big Moose Lake in 1906. The true story of Upstate New 
York's most famous murder case can finally be told." Perhaps, but the most 


interesting promise here was a comparison to Dreiser's AMERICAN TRAGEDY 
and the film "A Place in the Sun," and the promise really didn't materialize. 

This is reportorial, rather than a fictionalized account, and the main thing 

one might want to know is did Chester kill Grace, or was it an accident, and 
since there were no eye witnesses, we will never know. Dreiser used a lot 

of accounts from the newspaper and the trial, and changed some of the particu- 
lars; the film probably came from all those same sources. There was some 
thought that those authors tried to indict American society as much as to explain 
the event itself. That idea did not come through so much in this book; Chester 
was self-serving; Grace was "a poor farm girl"; but somehow the whole episode 
puzzled me in the intensity of public interest in it--maybe that is partly because 
we have so many things going on now that are as bad or worse. Fairly interesting 
to me-~and I never read Dreiser or saw the film, but overlong, and stodgy 

in places. I wouldn't push this very hard. 
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NECESSARY LOSSES, Judith Viorst 

The dust cover tells us that Judith Viorstis the author of books of poetry 
and prose, a contributing editor to REDBOOK, and a graduate of the Washington 
Psychoanalytic Institute. Whatever her qualifications (which I wondered about, 
since she was unfamiliar to me), she has turned out a book that delivered 
more than it promised. Also from the dust jacket, "The losses of childhood. 
The loss of the impossible expectations we bring to all our relationships. The 
losses, as we age, of our own younger selves. And , of course, the loss 
of peple we love. The loves, illusions, dependencies and impossible expectations 
that all of us have to give up in order to grow." 

The opening part deals with separation; we attach or need to attach 
to a mother or father figure, which becomes the basis for how we view later 
attachments and losses; detachment is one defense; compulsive caring for others; 
premature autonomy; we fall in love with our mother which influences our 
reactions to other people; we then react to the original loss of our mother 
(by separation, not by death)--child connection. After this separation, we 
then develop to the restoration of one-ness, which we get in different ways: 
sex, drugs, nature, art, religion--recreating the oneness of the mother-child 
connection. We never give up the yearning to restore the ultimate connection 
OR the need te become a separate self. The fleeting fulfillment of the desire 
for one-ness can deepen the sense of self. 

I had started this book because I thought it related to the death of 
loved people, and it does, but it covers a great deal more. The section headings 
give an idea: The Separate Self; The Forbidden and the Impossible (among 
other things, deals with siblings, and childhood's end); Imperfect Connections 
(different kinds of friends we have; marriage; children; families); Loving, 
Losing, Leaving, Letting Go (love and mourning; shifting images; I grow old; 
the ABC of dying). So while I found the opening parts interesting, I found 
the ending parts more significant in my life. 

There is no conscious thought for me that I ever mourned for the separation 
from mother, for the loss of my childhood, big sibling problems, or changes/moves 
in my life. All of the losses were seen more as positive development changes, 
and marriage and children were all so happy (even if scary) that what I was 
leaving behind did not seem significant at the time. So, I am now faced with 
large losses that are significant to me, and it is time to direct my thought 
toward growing and developing in the light of these losses. I keep harking 
back to Harold Kushner (see also his writings) who details how he has grown 
because of the death of his son, and that he would give it all up if he could 
have his son back, but he cannot choose. And because this is one of the 
times that I cannot choose the outcome (loss of control), I must exercise what 
control I have left by doing the best I can with the situation. 

Her chapter on the ABC of Dying is quite stunning, and covers more 
possibilities than Kuebler-Ross, and is helpful and comforting. I think I should 
return to that some time for encouragement. Her summary chapter is excellent, 
and if there were space, I would just copy all of that, but a few pieces are: 
"Losing is the price we pay for living . . . it is also the sourceof much of 
our growth and gain." 

It may be that Dick's death made me more ready to take in what Viorst 
has to say, but I felt that the book was very, very good. [Bernie Siegel, 
on the other hand, should be read early in life, if at all, because dramatic 
changes in one's attitude toward life are difficult, if not impossible, when 
faced with traumatic iliness--by then, it is often too late. Attitude is very 
important for dealing with life in general, not just illness. Viorst's book is 
not critical; it is helpful. ] 
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PLAIN SPEAKING, Merle Miller 

An Oral Biography of Harry 8. Truman 

A transcription of tapes of Mr. Miller's conversations with Mr. Truman, 
copyrighted in 1973, this reads as if one were talking with Truman, and whether 
or not one liked his views, he comes across as a completely honest and real 
person, who was more concerned with doing what was right than he was with 
himself or his own future. He frequently talks about the presidency itself, 
and his attitude (he was temporarily filling the office, rather than considering 
himself personally powerful) is one that I find very appealing. Light is finally 
(for me, anyway) shed on the MacArthur situation, and the Korean war is 
discussed, and Truman frequently brings in a lot of historical background about 
previous presidents, among other things, so there is a lot of history here besides 
just Truman history. Truman said, "There is nothing new in the world except 
the history you do not know," and he obviously learned a lot from his extensive 
knowledge of history. . 


FRANK SINATRA, Peter Goddard 

Since I am a Sinatra fan, I thought it would be fun to read something about 
his life. This book needed a good editor and a good proofreader, and more 
depth than it gave.. There were hints about the depth of Sinatra’s understanding 
of both the music and the business he was in, but these were never brought to 
fruition, so I really don't know much more than what I have been hearing and 
reading in the papers for the last fifty years. 


MIDAIR, Frank Conroy (Fiction, Short stories) 

This is STOP TIME Conroy, not PRINCE OF TIDES Conroy, and the 
book is only his second (I think), but it is extremely well written. These 
Short stories are tight, interesting, and well built. I'm not sure that I 
gained a whole lot of knowledge about the human condition, but this was 
definitely good reading. 


TWO IN THE FAR NORTH, Margaret E. Murie 

Alaska in its native guise, not civilized, is the background and foreground 
of this work, along with Olaus Murie's explorations of the wildlife--he was a 
biologist, and Margaret helped in his endeavors. The camping and investigations 
are all interesting to read about, and the sighting of birds and wildlife--especially 
the caribou--heighten the joy, but the whole thing does get tedious, because 
each endeavor is similar to the last, and it is very difficult to differentiate one 
adventure from another, particularly because there is no decent map to figure 
out where they are going. That is the biggest shortcoming. This is written 
like a journal; in fact, Murie quotes her diary often. Half of it would suffice; 
would you like to read an entire book detailing my household activities for weeks 
on end? The loveliness of the wild Alaska is, of course, a plus. 


YESTERDAY'S DENVER, Sandra Dallas 

Largely a picture book, this is a quick trip through Denver's history from 
founding until the end of WW II. The people who were involved in building the 
city were quite a bunch, and the book tempts one to further exploration through 
biographies of those involved--particularly the people who started the POST which 
apparently was a scandal sheet at its inception, and is now considered a bit 
stodgy. Even this brief look gives me some feeling as to why Denver was and is 
a cow town, which is fine with me. I often wish people would stop trying to 
change it to something else. 


READING APRIL 1990 


WASHINGTON GOES TO WAR, David Brinkley (non-fiction; book group choice) 
While the events themselves covered here are not news to someone my age, 

the Brinkley story is interesting throughout, and the undercurrents of the 

development of the government and the bureaucracy during the second world 

war are staggering. Washington grew, and not always in ways that one would 

Wish. Sometimes it seems amazing that we managed to win the war, considering 

the (customary) bumbling, lack of communication among agencies, and so 

on. One of the more interesting parts to me was some of the characterization 

of Roosevelt, who was not quite so decisive in some areas as I had always 

thought he was. His behavior with some people bordered on the rude or 

dishonest, because he had trouble telling some of the underlings just what 

the situation was (or should be). Of course, I do like history things, so 

Iam biased, but I consider this good reading. 


TALKING STRAIGHT, Lee Iacocca (non-fiction) 

His first book was so good, I thought the second might be a let down 
or a repeat of all the things he said before: not so. He is primarily discussing 
the country, his feelings about how life goes, and he suggests some things 
that he feels are important and actually how we might try to achieve them. 
He is also straight enough to say he cannot solve all the problems--that's 
refreshing. While his general idea is that the country is in rather bad shape, 
especially economically, his overall view is not pessimistic--he does feel we 
can keep going, if we all get with the program and do things. And if we 
feel one person does not make a difference, he disagrees--says we should 
write our congress people, and work at the things that we see before us. 
He is so straight ahead in his writing--reminds me of Harry Truman, whom 


he admired, as he did Winston Churchill and Benjamin Franklin. Very good 
reading, I must say. 


HEADLINES, Jay Leno 
MAN SUFFOCATED BY POTATOES, William Marsano 
ANGUISHED ENGLISH, Richard Lederer 

These are three snack books--little blurbs that contribute to keeping 
a smile on your face. Sometimes they get to be too much, so a sampling 
here and there is recommended. I like the "anthology of accidental assaults 


upon our language" (Anguished English) the best, but even these can be 
too much of a good thing if overdone. 


GROWING UP, Russeli Baker (non-fiction) 

Here is Baker's Pulitzer autobiography, set in the time between the two 
world wars. Called "heart-warming" on the dustcover, I think it was better 
than that term suggests. It is fun to read, and deals with many of his adven- 
tures in a humorous way. The most poignant part is the material about his 


mother in her advanced years, but that sadness does not mar the honest 
and often humorous way he talks about his life. 


WHY THE NORTH WON THE CIVIL WAR, Ed. by David Donald 

Five essays detail why the south lost from the economic, military, diplomatic, 
social, and political situations of the period. Alone, the deficiencies in each 
of these areas could probably have been surmounted, but the problems in 


all five of these areas were simply too much when put together. This is 
extremely interesting reading. 


READING MAY 1990 


WEIRDOS FROM ANOTHER PLANET, Bill Watterson 

This is another Calvin and Hobbes collection, and the reason that it is 
better as a book than as a comic strip is the continuity--something that goes on 
for a while hangs together better than if it hits you day by day in the paper. 
The books (see earlier). are all good, but this one had a number of things in it 
that struck me as being unusually good--and Calvin and Hobbes on the meaning 
of life is masterful ("Why are we on earth?" "Because earth supports human life"). 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA, Gabriel Garcia Marquez (fiction, book group) 
Marquez starts almost at the end, the bulk of the book is the development 

of how the characters get to the end, and the end is the end. This is a 

little bit confusing, but not nearly so much so as THE OLD GRINGO. The 

writing is fine, which may be partly the author's responsibility and partly 

the translator's. The whole plot (a man who spends his entire life waiting for 

a woman he loves) is slightly unrealistic, but maybe I am not a romantic. The 

things that happen to them are moderately interesting. This was decent to 

read, but I don't think I would press it on anyone. It is, however, good to 

think that we (book group) are expanding our horizons a little. 


DENVER, Bill Barker and Jackie Lewin 

Published in 1972, this book by a local radio (and later TV) personality 
might seem to be hopelessly out of date, and as far as a few things are concerned, 
it is (e.g., we did not get the 1976 Olympics, and a lot of the buildings he 
mentions have been torn down), but the historical part of the book is going to stay, 
and that is the interesting part. He talks about the early families, who made 
money doing what and who established things in Denver, what the sports and 
arts activities are, and all that good stuff. I found it fascinating--no, that's too 
extreme; I found it very interesting, and a good reference book for the western 
part of the library. Lewin served as guest-selector and a kind of manager for 
Barker's show. (Years ago, I appeared on the radio show as the represenative 


for the Mountain Area Planning Council, when we were fighting the Olympics.) 
Barker has since died. 


A WOMAN OF EGYPT, Jehan Sadat (non-fiction, book group) 

Anwar Sadat's wife sounds too good to be true--devoted to him (she 
set her cap for him when she was 15 and he was 30), devoted to Egypt, tireless 
in her efforts to help in the volunteer area, schooled later in her life to the extent 
of getting a Ph.D., lecturer, all that--but her account of their marriage and life 
covers a kind of history of Egypt, which is very interesting. She had an English 
mother, and an Egyptian father; was very nationalistic, but did send her children 
to German and English school, and then a "private school" (p. 173). Egyptians are, 
I believe, partly Muslims, partly Christians, and partly--what? When the Suez 
Canal was nationalized, 1956, Britain, France, and the U.S. froze Egyptian assets 
in their countries; why did Israel invade the Sinai (p. 157)? Why did the U.S. 
and Britain cancel their commitment for the Aswan High Dam (p. 155)? In 1955, 
Egypt bought weapons from the East because the U.S. and Britain put down unac- 
ceptable conditions (p. 154). She hardly led the life of a peasant--when her 
second child was born, she was taxied 100 miles to a hospital! "I am not super- 
stitious," she said, but she put the blue bead on Laubab at the celebration of the 
birth. Discussion of grieving for the dead (p. 188) is interesting; and on p. 185, 
she says women were not miserable--dowry is the brideprice (not sure that I got 
all of that because of the pronoun references). Her extensive discussions of 
Islam are extremely interesting, and this certainly casts a different light on the 
situation beteen the Arabs and Israel. I found this very good reading. I have 
admired Anwar Sadat for some time: I think he really seemed to be on the right 
track, and it was terrible that he was assassinated. She also mentions that the 
Egyptians were taught from birth to hate the Israelis (p. 289). 


READING JUNE-JULY 1990 


WIDOW, Lynn Caine (non-fiction) 

Enough already with the grief books, eh? But this one is autobio- 
graphical by the widow of a man who died of cancer, and it has some pieces 
in it that are helpful because she went through it, not because she says 
that this or that should be helpful. She had a lot of difficulty, partly, 
she says, because she did not express herself either to her husband or 
their children, and eventually she worked through a lot of her problems-- 
and my conclusion is that a great deal of the "grief work" does hinge on 
talking--so perhaps the fact that I re-play a lot of the events surrounding 
Dick's death is helpful in going on. She reinforces something that has come 
as somewhat of a surprise--the time period. A year is not enough to "be 
over " the death. But the part I especially liked was one place where she 
talked about an attempt on her husband's part to make some nice memories 
with the children (when they all knew he was going to die soon)--the trip 
they took was not too great because he was sick, but her husband "need 
not have worried. The memories had already been made." Mark is right: 
the meaning of life is in the living, and the living I had with Dick was just 
fine--we did not have to invent anything special those last weeks, because 
we had already had so much special. This book is not maudlin or depressing; 
it is interesting, and helpful to read. She also mentions that people in 
general need to talk more about the possibility of dying; most people are 
so uncomfortable in the presence of death and grief, they shut the ones 
out who need some contact. 


PIECES OF MY MIND, Andrew Rooney (essays) 

All of Andy Rooney's books are pleasant/humorous/on the mark, and 
sometimes an essay will just march right into one's consciousness; so, I 
have liked all of his books (and watch him fairly regularly on "Sixty Minutes") 
but it seems to me there were more pieces in this one that I felt were almost 
significant (that's a little extreme for Andy Rooney, isn't it). I especially liked 
the section called "A Time To: Write," which includes a piece on intelligence: 
there are two kinds of intelligence; one measured in numbers, "but the other 
and better kind of intelligence is something no one has ever been able to 
measure. It almost seems as though the second type of intelligence comes 
from somewhere other than the brain. .. . How do you otherwise account 
for love, tears, or the quickened heartbeat that comes with fear?" Another 
is on things he fogot to tell his children: "Language is more important than 


numbers." "Throw away the can of paint after you've finished painting 
something, no matter how much there is left in the can." "A penny saved 
is a waste of time." And other equally world-shaking items. But I like 


"The Power of Negative Thinking." He says he used to think about how 
much better a lot of people do things than he does, which depressed him. 
Now, "when I do something badly, all I'm going to think about is the great 
humber of people who probably would have done it even worse. . . . Compare 
yourself with the worst and forget about the best." Of course, this depends 
on what you are doing and why, but it fits in with my attitude about tennis. 
". . . stop watching Jimmy Connors and concentrate on the people who 


play tennis worse than I do. . . . for men over sixty years old, under 
five foot nine and weighting more than two hundred pounds, I bet I'd be 
in the top one hundred." I've decided it's pretty fair that I play at all, 


and I have been playing with another woman my age, and she agrees that 
it is pretty good that we get out there without having heart attacks. 


READING AUGUST 1990 


WHAT'S BRED IN THE BONE, Robertson Davies Fiction 

Inspired by Fifth Business by Davies, I tried this one, and got terribly 
bogged down with it. The first third was hopelessly confusing; I could not 
figure out who the characters were, nor who was talking in the conversations. 
Toward the middle, things began to clear up a little as to identification, and 
by the end he had resolved all the problems (which I like--it's so tidy), but 
the artistic pursuits of this wealthy man (Francis Cornish) were too convoluted 
to hold my interest. My suggestion is, don't bother. 


THE BLOOD OF ABRAHAM, Jimmy Carter Non-fiction 

This is a wonderfully comprehensive book concerning the various Middle- 
Eastern nations, particularly appropriate considering the events of this month. 
Unfortunately, now that I have read it, it is very difficult for me to remember 
the crucial explanations about each country, but while I was actually reading 
it, it made a lot of sense. My general conclusion is that each of the nations 
in that area is concerned with its own nationalism, power, economic issues, 
and so forth, and cooperates with the other nations as they happen to be 
on the same wave length, which means that the alliances shift from time to time 
when the desires and strengths change. In the Afterword, Carter mentions 
that Reagan seemed to be more interested in power plays than in peace plays, 
with the exception of a rather thoughtful statement in 1982, and Carter feels 
that the United States seems to be more interested in military might than diplomatic 
activity--and the diplomatic activity will have to go on and on. It also seems 
as if the Palestinians were displaced out of Palestine when it became Israel, 
and one is moved to some sympathyforthem. Jordan appears to be fairly 
cooperative in trying to assist Palestinians in the Jordan area, but all of these 
situations are fraught with needs and desires that most of us in this country 
do not understand. Carter is not overly optimistic, nor am I. 


THE ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION, Ed. Michael Kammen Non-fiction 
"Key selections from Constitutional plans, private correspondence of the founders 

Federalist and Anti-Federalist papers." This gathering of such "fundamental 

documents" is indeed impressive, interesting, and somewhat illuminating to 

those of us who hardly think about opposition to the Constitution; the readings 

cover a lot of ground, and give some insight into the political thought of that 


day. How much of this is re-publicized as the current Constitutional arguments 
are discussed? 


MOON TIGER, Penelope Lively (fiction; book group) 
Claudia, the heroine, "writes" a history of the world as she recalls her 

own life (she is in the hospital, dying). The history part is so convoluted 

it pales; her own life is moderately interesting and about the middle of the 

book, one does get somewhat involved with her adventures and ideas--but 

only somewhat. The style of the writing is enough to drive anyone crazy 

(me at least)--the same episode is often written three times—-from the perspective 

of the third person, the first person, and a second third person. A slight space 

in the text separates these modes, and because of the mode, quotation marks 

are sometimes present and sometimes absent; thus, it takes some energy to 

determine what is being presented and by whom. This got the Booker prize, 

but not with my vote. 


READING SEPTEMBER 1990 


FRIED GREEN TOMATOES AT THE WHISTLE STOP CAFE, Fannie Flagg 
Fiction; Book Group; Comic novel 

Fannie Flagg is a clever, funny lady, but this book left me rather 
cold. It may be that I was not really in the mood for it, and it is better 
than I thought it was, but I am eager to get back to Bill Moyers. 


OCTOBER 1990 


BEING A WIDOW, Lynn Caine (non-fiction) 
_ By the same author as the earlier book in this group, this is more 
advice on the practical side, and a bit less on the emotional side. There 


are undoubtedly some good tips here, but I feel that I am handling a lot 
of the things that she discusses as problems. . 


BUTCHER'S CROSSING, John Williams (fiction) 

Refer to the list from a year ago, when I enthused about STONER by 
the same author. Liking that so well, I thought I would try another. This 
one is perhaps not quite so thoughtful, but I liked it a lot anyway. The 
Story is tight, the writing clear and interesting, and it tells the adventure 
in only 239 pages--a definite plus in my mind. The end is interestingly vague, 
but does not give the reader the feeling of nothing being finished. The 
story is somewhat reminiscent of LONESOME DOVE in some respects. The 
setting is long ago, in the west, with an adventurer, a young man searching 
for himself, the special fallen woman, and so on, but it is not nearly so stupid 
as my description makes it sound. The character development is good, and 
the whole thing held my attention. Even though I anticipated a couple of 
the events, I did not feel let down when they occurred. 


THE SEARCH FOR A SOUL, Jess Stearn (non-fiction) 
Stearn explores"psychic phenomena . . . with Taylor Caldwell," and 
she relates details of previous existences while she is under hypnosis. "The 


memories are fascinating in themselves" (jacket cover)--and Stearn also discusses 
some possibilities of the human mind. It is good reading, but of special interest 
to people with a bent toward psychic phenomena and reincarnation. 


AUGUSTUS,John Williams (fiction) 

The set-up of this book is letters from assorted historic figures to one 
another, and it is not necessarily confusing,but it does not flow so smoothly as 
a regular piece of work. Furthermore, everyone is named Gaius or Casear and 
I had trouble sorting out the characters. As a result, I did not finish it, 
although it is written well and maybe some time later I will go back to it. The 


historic setting is the Roman Empire, just after Julius Cassar's death, and the 
main character (obviously) is his successor. 


WHO DIES? Stephen Levine (non-fiction) 

m - howto open to the immensity of living with death"; I think this is 
a Zen book, and the author deals with opening to life's experiences, and also 
with the abandonment of self to the universe. I do not understand most of what 
he says, and I'm not sure | agree with what I do understand. His premise, 
however, is humbling, and my mother tells me that I take it all too literally rather 


than actually getting the message he is trying to communicate. She is probably 
right. 


READING NOVEMBER 1990 


LIFE COMES FROM LIFE, Bhaktivedanta (Spiritual Critique) 

These conversations with A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada are "a 
critique of some of the dominant policies, theories and presuppositions of modern 
science" by this philosopher. They are of some interest, but they are also some- 
what confusing, and I cannot give you a definitive comment on what the 
gentleman has actually said or believes. 


ASPEN, Malcolm J. Rohrbough (History) 

_ Whether or not you are interested in the history of Aspen, Colorado, is the 
determining facter as to whether this book will be of interest to you; I am, 
so it was. Rohrbough talks about the beginnings of Aspen as a mining camp, 
the development of the town, and then the city; the strikes, the mining, the 
people involved, and finally the financial and silver crisis that destroyed it. 
The book covers 1879-1893, but he mentions at the end that as the silver town 
went to pot, a new group came in who would develop Aspen as a town with 
a completely different resource--snow. 


POLLYANNA, Eleanor Porter (Children's book, ¢.1912) 
Since I missed this as a child, I wanted to find out what the origin of the 

expression "Pollyanna" was--since it is customarily used disparagingly. The 

sub-title of the book is "The Glad Book," and the main part of it certainly 

does detail Pollyanna's efforts to. be glad about everything, even things that 

seem to be pretty awful. And if one stops here, then certainly that can be 

a Nauseating approach-~her aunt even told her that she (the aunt) was pretty 

sick of hearing Pollyanna talk about being glad all the time. Pollyanna's gladness 

came from a game her father taught her in an effort to surmount her disappointment 

over the things that came to them in a barrel of donations, and Pollyanna applied 

this idea (think of something to be glad about even when you are disappointed) 

to her whole life. When she was hit by a car and couldn't walk, she suddenly 

realized that some times something came that one had difficulty being glad about, 

so she was quite sad, but all the people in town came to see her and tell her 

about glad things, the most important of which were that she had made them 

look at life a little differently, and she had made them all happier so that was 

something she could be glad about. At the end, she did walk again, and all 

the right people got married, and so forth, but it seems to me that here--as 

is so often the case, the magic word is moderation. Pollyanna carried this 

glad game to extremes, but there is nothing too terrible about trying to find 

some good in things, is there? 


DECEMBER 1990 


ALL MY BEST FRIENDS, George Burns (with David Fisher) 

For those who like George Burns, of whom I am one, this is as much 
fun to read as ever. He talks about the people with whom he started in Vaude- 
ville--and the main difference between the book about Gracie and this one is 
(besides the different group he is discussing) in tone--he is very open, and 
Says things about some of them that are not entirely complimentary (especially 
Groucho Marx). It is great to read about all the golden oldies that we "met" 
on radio, and then on television; he talks about the various difficulties they 
had moving from Vaudeville to radio to TV. Most of the people have now died, 
and there is a barely concealed tenderness when he writes about Jack Benny. 
This is humorous, and a good time. 


READING DECEMBER 1990 


WOYZECK, Georg Buchner 

This play is next in the Germinal Stage productions, so I thought I would 
try to get a handle on it. No such luck; I did not read it even half way because 
it seemed quite uninteresting, and the notes indicate that the progression is 
circular rather than chronological. 


INSIDE MR. ENDERBY, Anthony (Clockwork Orange ) Burgess 
A friend of mine, hearing me complain about the lack of interesting reading, 
Suggested this, and said I would love it. I didn't. 


THE REMAINS OF THE DAY, Kazuo Ishiguro (Fiction, Book Group) 

After all the negative things I have been saying, I have at last hit one that 
is definitely a plus. This story might be called "The Butler's Holiday," because 
the action revolves around that, but the real point is the butler's reflections 
while he is on this holiday, and the book is well written (except for three 
lapses of using the nominative rather than the objective first person pronoun) 
and moves well. The meaning of the title was lost on me until the end, and 
then when it was explained, the book took on even more meaning for me. The 
butler (Stevens) has his failings, as do his employers and his co-workers, 
but they are all human, and very believable. Although of Japanese birth, 
Ishiguro has lived in England since 1960 (when he was six). How perceptive 
his writing is! 


AT PLAY IN THE FIELDS OF THE LORD, Peter Matthiessen (Fiction, Book Group) 
Set in the Amazon jungle, there are four missionaries, a mercenary, 

and a halfbreed Cheyenne-Canuck as the main characters. The descriptions 

and the adventures are a good tale, and the presumptions and difficulties 

of the missionaries are quite interesting. Just as telling are the perspectives 

of the Indian. The outcome is satisfying. While overlong in a few places, 

the story generally progresses well. 


REMEMBER EVERYTHING YOU READ, Stanley D. Frank (Non-fiction) 
This is the Evelyn Wood speed reading and learning program; I read 

the whole book rather quickly, because a lot of it applies to test taking and 

paper writing, as in student activity. I hope that I can work on the part 

about reading so that I can get through the newspapers and magazines and 

some of the books a bit more rapidly. I tried part of it, and I seem to be 

in some instances near the top of the subsonic reading, and will try to break 

into the supersonic reading, which is quite different. It may be that I do 

not really need the supersonic, but I would like to punch up the regular style 

even if I do not get into the other style. 


YOU WANT PROOF, I'LL GIVE YOU PROOF, Sydney Harris (Cartoons) 
Always good, here is Sydney Harris holding forth with cartoons. 


WIENER DOG ART, Gary Larson (Cartoons) 
More imaginative Far Side cartoons--Leona Helmsley Meets The Three 
Stooges, and others. 


FOR THE LOVE OF ANIMALS, Anna C. Briggs (Non-fiction) 

This is the story of the National Humane Education Society. If you 
are an animal rights activist, you would love it; if you are not, you will wonder 
what is happening. I go along the middle, being happy for the good work 
they are doing on keeping some animals happy, and hoping that no one will 
hurt the animals that are used for food, clothing, or medical research. 


READING 1990 


*** A WORLD OF IDEAS, Bill Moyers Non-fiction 
Craig gave me this book last Christmas, and I have spent the whole year 

on it because the essays are so thought provoking that they require more 
than casual reading. The pieces come from "conversations with thoughtful 
men and women about American life today and the ideas shaping our future," 
and I feel as if I had had the privilege of having all of these people over 
for a conversation. All of them are lucid, intelligent, perceptive, articulate-- 
well, this is a group of people who are just very interesting. The ideas that 
I agree with seem so good, and the few that I don't agree with make me wonder 
if I am on the wrong track. Craig gave me Volume II for Christmas this year, 
and I am looking forward to good reading as I work my way through it. 


In the beginning of Volume I, I started making some notes; later that 
got too tedious, and I began underlining and marking in the book. There 
are so many good ideas, I almost wanted to underline the whole thing. But 
here are a few of the initial notes. 


Barbara Tuchman, historian,an excellent piece, as was Michael Josephson, 
ethicist. Joseph Heller talked about books of his I have not read, but also 
talked about politics. Noam Chomsky, linguist: this is one that I had a lot 

of trouble understanding. He talked about "marginalizing," and even though 
he said he defined it, I didn't get it. Tom Wolfe disagrees with Chomsky, 

and is not nearly so negative (of course, since I did not understand Chomsky, 
this doesn't help much). William Wilson, sociologist, talked about poverty, 

open opportunities, and people who want to change their behavior for the 
better. He tended to "blame" society for our ills, rather than the indivisdual. 
E.L. Doctorow: fiction enlarges our humanity by giving us a view of something 
we would not otherwise look at. Religious orthodoxy infecting the political 
realm is destructive; the religious mind cannot tolerate an answering (opposing) 
truth. Faith is closure. The writer should be democratic, which is chaotic. 
Forrest McDonald, historian and Scottish philosopher: democracy can last only 
until people discover they can reward themselves from the public treasury. 
Then they become dependents of the public treasury, and they are tyrannized 
over. Refer also to Washington's farewell address, which is a classic. Willard 
Caylin, bioethicist, says our successes get us in trouble because they give 

us choices. We prefer optimism and denial. (No one believes we are running 
out of anything; he believes we are running out of everything, including "out," 
which is where his parents threw the garbage.) Mary Bateson,anthropologist, 
had good stuff about creativity in adapting to change, and about government--the 
whole, long term; not parts, short term. Peter Dr ucker, management professor, 
has lots of things about leadership--and he was involved with the Japanese 

in the recovery of their economy, which gets interesting. (Also--know your 
strength, know when to change, know when to quit--) 


Well, this stuff is just all so good, the only way you can find out is 
to read it. (A lot of the stuff I read this past year was not too great, so 
I had the pleasure of returning to this book to get some good things.) 


READING JANUARY 1991 


A LAND REMEMBERED, Patrick D. Smith Fiction 
This is a family saga set in Florida. It has been likened to Louis L'Amour's 

work (of which I have read none), and the sweep of years and adventure 

is quite grand. I found myself caring how the characters developed, and 

what they did, and one thing that struck me as especially interesting was 

that some of the bad things I expected to happen, did not. There was indeed 
some bad luck, but it was more accidents, weather, and Acts of God than the 
disruption by other people (aside from a group of cattle rustlers, who did 

not get very far). The main characters were good people, worked very hard, 
and took care of things the best way they could--which sometimes worked 


very well. I enjoyed reading this, and felt satisfied_as it all wound to a 
conclusion. 
** IT ONLY HURTS WHEN I LAUGH, Stan Freberg Non-fiction 


Not only will Stan Freberg fans like this autobiographical work, but also 
anyone interested in radio, television, advertising, and humor will be laughing 
at the funny pieces and engrossed by Freberg's discussion of how he got 
started and developed in each of these areas. He includes routines from radio 
shows that are practically household words around here. He also covers the 
development and demise of "The United States of America," and one wishes 
that David Merrick had not been so difficult (politeness demands that no stronger 
word be used), else we might have seen and heard the next two parts of the 
USA musical. Once in a while some conceit comes through, but knowing how 
creative and clever Freberg is, this can probably be excused. This is a very 
good book--which sounds bland . . . the book is worth reading all the way 
around. (One discrepancy: the date of his trip to Australia, and whether 
he was actually the Olympic torch bearer, or if that was for laughs; 1986 or 1988?) 


FEBRUARY 1991 
PORTRAIT GALLERY, Agnes de Mille Non-fiction 


DeMille writes partly biographical, partly anecdotal material about "artists, 
impresarios, intimates" she has known. This includes pieces about dancers--which 
I loved, impresarios--who were very interesting, some strange"intimates"--who 
were characters, and the DeMilles--her father William and her uncle Cecil, 

That part is very illuminating. Her writing is clear, sometimes close to 
chatty, but always engaging, and her subject matter is of great interest 

to me. Though she began as a dancer, her fame rests much more on 

her choreography than on her individual dancing, and how that came about 

is covered in subtle ways. There is hothing pompous here--just good reading. 


ABSOLUTELY MAHVELOUS, Billy Crystal Autobiography 


Since I like Billy Crystal, I liked this book. It is humorous, fairly 
light weight, and entertaining. 


BONFIRE OF THE VANITIES, Tom Wolfe Fiction 

This is well written, and is a rousing story with a lot of activity, and 
a fairly good amount of character development. It is satirical, Joanne tells 
me, about the New York rich-and-famous-yuppie scene, which is mostly lost 
on me. My largest problem is that I did not like the characters in the book 
or the things they did or the way they behaved. However, an epilogue (an 
odd way to construct the book--the denouement comes in the epilogue rather 


than the end of the story) indicates a fairly satisfying conclusion for some 
of these raunchy people. 


READING FEBRUARY 1991 


A GIRL FROM YAMHILL, Beverly Cleary Autobiography --Book Group 
Cleary generally writes children's books,but this memoir, while probably 

appealing to her customary audience, can also be happily read by adults, 

especially people my age who remember some of the things she talks about. 

The book deals with her school years (it ends when she graduates from high 

school) in Oregon, and her experiences with Depression times, reactions from 

teachers, other girls and boys, camp, vacations, and so on are things that 

I can understand (even if my Own experiences were not the same). The 

part that made me incredibly sad was her relationship with her mother; they 

loved one another, but she could never be open with her mother, and this 

led to a lot of unhappiness. Her mother appeared to try to live Beverly's 

life vicariously. Her father's support of Beverly was often buried, but it 

did come out in the crunch when it came time for her to go away to school 

(which her mother opposed). The undercurrents here are very interesting, 

and the book made me very thoughtful. 


MARCH 1991 


WHITE FANG, Jack London Fiction 
What a lovely book. The story is about a half-dog, half-wolf animal and 
his travails through various owners and experiences. It is well written, 


interesting throughout, and unlike a lot of semi-wild animal stories, it has 
a wonderful ending. 


TEXASVILLE, Larry McMurtry Fiction 

This is a kind of sequel to THE LAST PICTURE SHOW, but it doesn't 
matter if you have read the first one or not. The characters are people, 
and whether one likes them or not (some aremore likable than others), one 
does begin to care about them. The description of the country itself is so-so, 
and like Lonesome Dove, the characterizations are the more interesting part 
of the book. The cover-blurb describes it very well: an entertaining novel. 


THE SCRWTAPE LETTERS, C. §. Lewis 

While I thought MERE CHRISTIANITY was extremely thoughtful and thought- 
provoking, this one left me cold. I did not understand what he was getting 
at. This may have been in part because I was reading it while my plane 
was being late, and all that kind of thing, but I did not find it Uluminating. 


THE EDUCATION OF LITTLE TREE, Forrest Carter "True Story"~--Book Group 
"A tender reminiscence of the author's boyhood;"a dust cover comment, 

is approrpriate and accurate. The love between the young Indian and his 

grandfather is the most compelling part of this memoir. 


APRIL 1991 


AND SO IT GOES, Linda Ellerbee Non-fiction; memoirs 

Mrs. Ellerbee is with NBC/TV, although I am sorry to say I have never 
seen her. She is not an anchor, but a TV journalist, and this is an account 
of some of her adventures, and especially her relationship with NBC. Actually, 
I think she is no longer at NBC--maybe ABC? Anyway, her exploits are 
written with a good deal of humor, so it is fun to read about her experiences; 
there is also some insight into the operation of the networks, and one comment 
is that with TV, the product is the audience--the networks have to sell the 
audience to the sponsors. She mentions several times that the audiences 
are underestimated by the powers that be. In passing, she says that USA 


TODAY is produced for the benefit of people too stupid to understand TV 
news. 


READING LIST APRIL 1991 


WITH THE SNOW QUEEN, Joanne Greenberg Fiction 

This is Joanne's just-out collection of short stories. Some of them 
are mystical, some deal with guilt, it is a varied group. One deals with 
getting a second chance through time travel, which raises more questions 
(for me) than it answers. One has to do with a woman whose husband was 
a scientist, died, and was resuscitated several times (but finally died), and 
how she deals with her life--and it is not depressing. I thought it quite 
clever, and really quite up-beat, in addition to moving into Governor Lamm's 
discourse! I read all of this while I was typing it, and I like the stories. 


FROM BEIRUT TO JERUSALEM, Thomas L. Friedman Non-fiction 

The author, who is Jewish, gives an extremely balanced picture of 
the various participants in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and deals with 
other groups as well. He has some rational, concrete ideas about how the 
problems might at least begin to be resolved, but even if no one takes his 
advice, the book is significant because it clarifies so much about what is 
going on in that area. It is interestingly written, has some anecdotal material 
which peps it up, and appears to me to be thorough and enlightening. 


THE LATE GREAT PLANET EARTH, Hal Lindsey Non-fiction [?] 
Lindsey looks at the prophecies in the Bible and Suggests what may 
transpire in the world in fulfillment of these. The Middle East war prompted 
a friend of mine to loan me this, and it is certainly scary. My personal reaction 
to it is that as one person, I am rather helpless to fix all these situations; 
I think small, and will try to incorporate ideas for positive living in my own 
life, rather than trying to take care of the entire world. 
MAY 1991 

THOMASINA, Paul Gallico Fiction 

A friend sent this to me because of the name, and it turns out to be 
about a cat and the little girl who was her owner. It is a kind of mystery 
story in a fantasy world, and makes a happy evening's reading (O.K., it 
took me longer than that... ). 


THE SEARCH FOR AMELIA EARHART, Fred Goerner Non-fiction 

Mr. Goerner's research is quite extensive, so his narrative is convincing; 
the book came out in 1966, so what he talks about is hardly news. The writing 
is fairly good, and the adventure story character of the story is also good, 
but it probably was somewhat more thrilling thirty years ago. 


WALKING ACROSS EGYPT, Clyde Edgerton Fiction (book group) 
This is not an exciting story, and I like it for that very reason; it 

is laid back, and I felt that I got quite well acquainted with the characters. 

(This is not to say that I do not like exciting stories—-just that in this case, 

the down home nature of it is very appealing. ) 


RAGTIME, E. L. Doctorow Fiction 

"Set in America at the turn of the century, it tells the story of three 
remarkable families whose lives collide with the heroes and rogues of a fabulous 
era." This is a good story, and it is well written, and it's about time I 
read something by Doctorow--especially since he is included in Bill Moyers' 
World of Ideas offering. Something about the story is--not mystical, but 
as if we were put into another zone, and participated in it in a gossamer 
web. The cover blurbs are close to being right ("dazzling, rich, passionate"), 
but I liked it in a different way. 


READING JUNE 1991 


THE BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN, Wallace Stegner Fiction 
Superb Stegner. The story is about "Bo Mason, his wife Elsa, and 
their two boys [who] live a transient life of poverty and despair." So it 


is a kind of adventure story as they "drift from town to town and state to state," 

but the way it is written leads us to know these characters, to become enmeshed 

in their struggles, to become excited by their hopes, to be saddened by 

their failures and troubles, and to feel what they are feeling as they deal 

with life, and life deals with them. As the characters reveal their thoughts, 

the truths that the thoughts bring to mind are beautifully, significantly expressed. 
First published in 1943, this book should stay in print for a good long 

time because it is so well done. The song makes me remember when we used 

to sing it as kids, and while I do not identify with any of the characters, 

I am moved none-the-less by the careful crafting that makes it possible to 

feel with them. (This is a selection for our book group.) 


QED, Richard P. Feynman Non-fiction 

A series of Mautner lectures, Feynman is talking about quantum electro- 
dynamics, the theory of light and matter. He mentions several places that this 
will be incomprehensible to the layman (euphemism for someone who does not 
know anything about the subject), and he is right, but his presentation is 
almost conversational, so that during the reading, you almost think you know 
what is going on. Craig explained to me that the fulcrum/lever stuff is more 
practical physics, and this QED is about the interaction of particles. Fortunately 
for the world, it is not necessary that I understand it--I just like Feynman. 


JULY 1991 


A PLACE ON EARTH, Wendell Berry Fiction, book group 

What a lovely, lovely piece of writing this is. "The central character is 
not a person but a place"; "The rhythms of the novel are the rhythms of the 
land." Yes, indeed. There were many places I wanted to underline, thinking 
"you are right, Mr. Berry," and rhythm is a good word to deseribe the 
narrative. Lots of things happen to the people--some quite sad, but the way 
the whole is constructed, it seems all right, or believable even if we are made to 
feel sad. I would suggest this for anyone interested in contemplation. 


AUGUST 1991 


WHAT I SAW AT THE REVOLUTION, Peggy Noonan Mon-fiction 

If I tell you I wanted to read this, so I got it for airplane reading, 
and I thought it was interesting, you will wonder why it took me nearly 
a month to get through it. The material was moderately enlightening, especially 
the parts where she actually describes the speech writing process, but the 
style was somewhat disjointed. Noonan admired Reagan immensely, but toward 
the end saw perhaps a little bit less in him. Her excitement about her job 
was certainly commendable, her admiration for Reagan perhaps somewhat 
less so. Still, insiders writing about Washington and what goes on there 
always provide interesting insight into the country's workings. 


READING AUGUST 1991 


THE MISTS OF AVALON, Marion Zimmer Bradley Fiction, Book Group 
The Arthurian Legend appears here, but from a feminist point of view and 

a mystical basis stronger than the Christian basis. The material is mostly 

of interest, and the writing is tolerable, but the book begins to pale because 

it is so insufferably long (876 pages). So I confess, fellows, I did not — 

read it cover to cover. If Ms. Bradley could have cut it to 350, I probably 

would have recommended it; as it is, she made her points too long, too detailed, 

too everything. 


RECAPITULATION, Wallace Stegner Fiction 

Stegner's sequel to THE BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN, he sets the 
stage with Bruce's return to Salt Lake City to bury his aunt (his father's 
sister), and Bruce recounts some of the parts of his-early years to see if he 
can figure more things out. It was never completely clear to me if he figured 
out about his father's relationship to him, but even if he did not, the 
reminiscences are thoughtful and thought-provoking, and this is a very well- 
written story. It is not absolutely necessary to have read Rock Candy to 
follow this, but it certainly was helpful to have read the earlier book. Stegner 
thinks a lot, and shares this with his readers. 


SEPTEMBER 1991 


THE BROKEN CORD, Michael Dorris Non-fiction; Book Group 
Michael Dorris wrote YELLOW RAFT IN BLUE WATER, and he is married 
to Louise Erdrich (BEET QUEEN, etc.). He adopted a three year old boy 
as a single parent, then another boy and a girl, and eventually he and 
Erdrich got married and had more children of their own. This book is the 
recounting of Adam's history (the first boy), and Dorris' involvement with 
the fetal alcohol syndrome problem, since Adam turned out to be one of 
these FAS babies. The book is very informative, and it is clearly written 
without any overdoses of sentimentality. At one place, Dorris talks about 
the association that meets to discuss FAS, and how removed it seemed from 
the real sufferers; he felt he was snubbed because he actually had an FAS 
child, while they were dealing more with theory. Later, he talks about 
what Adam can and cannot do, and Dorris says that he feels one of the 
key things has to do with imagination--and he is not talking about creative 
writing, but about the ability to deal with the future, with consequences, 
cause and effect. This is a very interesting part of the book. The very 
last chapter is written by Adam himself, at about the age of twenty--that 
is revealing, and that part is certainly sad. As a whole, though, the book 
is not so much depressing as it is terrifying to think of the numbers of 
kids we are producing in the world with this problem--and the tendency 
is that FAS people will reproduce more FAS people, because it is so hard 


for them to deal with something like the idea that drinking is damaging to 
an unborn child. 


THE SPECTATOR BIRD, Wallace Stegner Fiction 

This may be of more interest to those of us who have reached the 
reflective period of our lives than to the younger members of society, but 
the hero (age 70) thinks about his life and wonders really if he has been 
more of a spectator than a participant. This is an "absorbing tour through 
the landscape of a man's life," and there are significant thoughts scattered 
throughout the wonderful writing. Stegner remains a favorite of mine. 


READING OCTOBER 1991 


WRITINGS FROM THE NEW YORKER 1925-1976, E. B. White Essays 

The essays and short pieces in this collection are absolutely lovely, 
a few are humorous, some are moving, some are reflective--I liked the whole 
business. They are grouped by general idea, and the last group is called 
"Endings and Farewells" and has obituaries--or remembrances-—-of Ross, 
Thurber, and J.F.K. This will send me out looking for more E.B. White. 


THE CAROUSEL, Rosamunde Pilcher Fiction 

I so enjoyed The Shell Seekers by Pilcher that I thought I would try 
some of her other stuff. It is not going to live forever, but I find it very 
smooth and pleasant reading--especially if one wants a little distraction from 
heavy duty material, and even though this is on the light-weight side, there 
are assorted relationships among the characters that might shed a little light 
on how we all live. It was of interest to me that one of the characters is 
an artist (as in Shell Seekers), and they seem to have no financial problems-- 
contemplating whipping off to Greece for a spell, but even if the people 
are not directly related to my life-style-frame-of-reference, I liked it. I 
think I will even go for more. 


THE TEST, Dorothy Bryant Fiction 

A middle-aged woman deals with her eighty--year-old father on the 
day he is to take his driver-license-test, and as one situation after another 
arises, they trigger memories of her earlier times. "This ordinary day in 
the lives of ordinary people becomes a test of endurance, of reality, of love." 
The incidents that Bryant deals with are real and understandable, although 
my mother--who passed her driver test at 90, just before she died--was 
far more cooperative, and far more cognizant mentally than the hero of this 


very revealing book. 
NOVEMBER 1991 


THE BELLI FILES, Melvin Belli Non-fiction 
Belli gives some thoughts on the "majesty and the absurdity of the law 
and of our judicial system.". While some of-his examples are interesting, 


the presentation is rather choppy, and the best parts are the first couple 
of chapters when he discusses the evolution of our legal system. Those 
presentations are more coherent. 


THE MOTHER TONGUE, Bill Bryson Non-fiction 
Subtitled "English and How It Got That Way," I suppose this qualifies 
as a history of the English language, but it is so clearly written, and so 
entertainingly developed, that it is far more fun to read than the last history 
of the language I dealt with. It is completely serious, but once in a while 
he puts in a throw-away line that is very humorous, and of course that | 
perks up the whole thing. His comments are thoughtful (e.g., discussion 
about the "English Only" group), and often thought-provoking, but always 
quite absorbing. 


WHEN PARENTS DIE, Edward Myers Non-fiction 
This deals with all of the feelings and problems that can come when 
parents die; while I personally did not find much new in it, that is because 

I have read copious things about people dying since Dick died, and also 
because I did not experience the problems that Myers sees as possibly sur- 
facing with the death of a parent. Still, it is clearly written, and would 
be of special help to someone new to the experience, and hit with some of 
the feelings that are peculiar to the death of a parent. 


READING January 1992 


LUCY GAYHEART, Willa Cather Fiction 


While this is a rather "light and slight record of a short life," it is a 


strong, clear picture about Lucy, her music studies, her love, and her 
despair. ) 


KNOCK WOOD, Candice Bergen Autobiography — 


Who would have thought that Candice Bergen could produce a book that 
is so revealing and so interesting--especially the parts about her relationship 
with her parents. She covers the part that Charlie McCarthy played in their 
lives, and she deals with her own career--which is somewhat interesting, but 
the comments she makes about Edger Bergen, and her- mother, and how they 


dealt with one another (all very loving, just not very communicative) are what 
made the book especially significant to me. 


\ 
THE GODFATHER, Mario Puzo Fiction 
All right, folks, I'm behind. I never read this when it first came out, and 
I never saw the movie . . . and now that I have read it, I might even try to 
See the movie, because it is an intense account about The Family--its development, 
its motivation, ‘and its glue. I have no doubt that it is based on reality, even 


though it gives the customary disclaimer about any resemblance . . . is purely 
coincidental. - 


LEGACIES, Bette Bao Lord Non-fiction (book group) 
Subtitled "A Chinese Mosaic ," Lord (who also wrote Spring Moon) 

has used both some of her own experiences and the thoughts of other Chinese 

whom she met while visiting China. These reminiscences are both interesting 

and terrifying. Toward the end, Lord shifts gears somewhat and says 

she wonders "why Americans are so uneasy with time on their hands and must 


busy themselves with activities .... Why do they keep changing their minds 
and ways, jobs and towns and spouses . . . toil all year to pay for the 
costly privilege of diving beneath shark-infested waters . . .? . . . Americans 


are a self-selected breed programmed by their genes to be forever on the go 
and cursed by the Fates never to enjoy luxuriating in the material comforts 
and spiritual splendors of home." Similar musings lead her to conclude 

that "Chinese are a homogeneous breed programmed by their genes to be 
forever inhibited and cursed by Tradition never to enjoy the tangible rewards 
and psychic satisfaction that come from doing things their own way." The 
book is clearly written, and the experiences of the people to whom she 

spoke give a lot of insight into some of the things that have happened 


in China--things that are almost incomprehensible to those of us in different 
circumstances. 


February 1992 

SHELLEY, Shelley Winters Non-fiction, autobiography 

Since I really enjoy biographies, I was interested to read about Shelley 
Winters. Was it worth it, someone asked me--probably not. It was over-long, 
somewhat disconnected in presentation, but I did get a kick out of reading 
about some of the people who were biggies in my youth (Errol Flynn, Burt 
Lancaster, Marilyn Monroe, Alan Ladd... ). By the end, I had lost 
virtually any respect I might have had for Shelley Winters because she 
seemed so self-centered and selfish; she may have been trying to cultivate 
her acting ability, but she seemed to do it at everyone else's expense--and 
She is aware (at least) of the difficulty she had in developing any caring 
and significant relationships. Since I remember her from "The Poseidon 
Adventure," it is hard for me to think of her in terms of a "blonde bombshell" 
or "sex symbol ," which apparently was her youthful personna. 


READING February 1992 


A WORLD OF IDEAS II, Bill Moyers Discussions 


Like his first one, this is a group of conversations with incredibly inter- 
esting people who present wonderful ideas. The pieces are so thought-provoking 
that it is good for reading an essay here and there (and it took me a year 
to do the whole book) rather than straight through. Robert Lucky talks 
about computers, Louis Kelso about economic systems (in real capitalism, 
everyone would have a part in the ownership by buying in--not just the 
rich people); Mike Rose, a teacher, had some very good stuff; Robert Bly, 
the poet, talks about the male role (and how hard it is to find it)--including 
how one wants to be fathered, how one wants to father, bonding, separating, 
mentoring--excellent. These things are all so interesting that a comment 
here and there really defeats the purpose of the book. My one regret is 
that I have so much trouble remembering what I have read--and no one else 
I know has read it, so I can't get involved in discussing it. Still, the reading 
was a great pleasure. Moyers is a very capable interviewer~--brings out a 
lot of good material by his perceptive questions and comments. 


GETTING ORGANIZED, Stephanie Winston Non-fiction 
Since helping people get organized is one of the things I do (more in 

theory than in practice), I thought I should check up on what was being 

said~-what a waste of time. I did not learn anything new. . 


MOUNT VERNON, Mount Vernon Ladies Association Handbook 
When we visited Mount Vernon, I got one of the handbooks about the mansion, 
its history, the running of it--all that. It makes very interesting reading, 
and I continue to marvel at how people managed to get along so well with 
none of the conveniences we have--and I'm not talking about dishwashers 
and clothes driers, I'm talking about central heat and indoor plumbing and 
electric power. Mount Vernon was a huge and self-sufficient establishment. 


March 1992 
A LIFE ON THE ROAD, Charles Kuralt Non-fiction, book group 
These are stories about how and when Kuralt got his stories for the TV show. 
They are incredibly interesting--more so than I would have thought. The 
opening says it is not autobiographical, and then runs a little bit about how 
he got into the "Road" business, so it is slightly autobiographical (which 
is readable enough, to be sure), but then he talks about places he has been 
and people he has come across, and the whole thing is very engaging. I 
read when I go to bed, and not once did I fall asleep over this. 


THE LAST PICTURE SHOw, Larry McMurtry Fiction 

Good McMurtry--maybe not so significant to some as Lonesome Dove, but 
shorter, tighter, and giving a good picture of the small Texas town. It 
seemed good to me, and I liked the movie, too (which was done some time ago). 


THE JEWISH XMAS BOOK, Yoesh Gloger Commentary 

"All 436 secret [so as not to offend Christian neighbors] Jewish reasons 
for denying Jesus at Christmas." This is an interesting book, is often humorous, 
and does not offend my Christian sensibilities, because it is--as are so many 
Christian writings--an act of faith. Support for the author's denial of Jesus 
as the Messiah (and even his existence) is based on Bible verses, but there 


are some inconsistencies even in his premises. Further discussions of this 
would be better accomplished in person. 


READING JUNE 1992 


"Annals of Crime'"--in THE NEW YORKER, Alec Wilkinson Non-fiction 
Reading a two-parter in the N.Y. is like reading a small book, and 

this is an exposition about a man who killed his parole officer, the ensuing 

hunt for the killer, and after his capture (he was killed), the life of the 

victim's wife and children. It is well written, and chilling, and a bit reminis- 

cent of In Cold Blood. Close on the heels of reading this, the news told 

me that a man and his wife were bludgeoned to death in north Denver--for 

reasons no one has yet divined. It all makes one feel like curling up like 

a clam. 


JULY 1992 


ATTACK OF THE DERANGED MUTANT KILLER MONSTER SNOW GOONS, 

A Calvin and Hobbes Collection by Bill Watterson Comic 
The small but thoughtful gems of wisdom used to come primarily from 

Hobbes, but this time Calvin has a few ideas, too. This is warm, charming 

reading, laced with some philosophy. 


SCIENCE OBSERVED, Jeremy Bernstein Non-fiction 
Subtitled "Essays Out of My Mind," these essays cover all kinds of 

scientific topics, including a large part on Marvin Minsky and computers; 

Schrodinger; Einstein; Oppenheimer; Furth's reactor and fusion; Time; teaching 

science on TV (and some comments on Sagan); Stanley Kubrick, and 2001 

and chess playing. The pieces are clear and very interestingly written; 

the fact that I cannot remember all the good material he presents is my lack, 

not his. This is an absorbing book--some of the material appeared in The 

New Yorker, and I shall look more carefully for his work in the future, _ 

because it is so good. 


BUSHISMS, Compiled by the editors of THE NEW REPUBLIC Quotes 
These are so funny... e.g., "It's no exaggeration to Say the undecideds 
could go one way or another," or "Fluency in English is something that 
I'm often not accused of." Bearing in mind who gathered them, the thrust 
leans toward stupidity rather than cleverness. Now . 


THE KENNEDY WIT, Edited by Bill Adler Quotes 

- . . is put together by a fan, but I was disappointed because I don't 
think the selections show a fantastic wit, and by now I am thinking someone 
else probably wrote all the stuff anyway (because the quotes are from public 
appearances rather than off-the-cuff sessions). 


MAGGIE'S AMERICAN DREAM, James P. Comer Biography/Book Group 
Part of this is autobiographical, I guess, because it is from conversations 
that Mrs. Comer had with her son--and the second third is Comer himself 
talking about his pursuit of his mother's dream. Well, whatever the category, 
it is a very interesting book. Mrs. Comer came from the rural south, with 
a background of poverty and distressing family conditions; when she made 
it to the north, she worked on helping her children achieve "the American 
Dream"--meaning going to college, and being successful. They all did that, 
but even more than that I was moved by the basic values she and her husband 
instiled in the children--and how she taught them to deal with discrimination 
(they are black). She was a very solid woman, no doubt about it. 


READING APRIL 1992 


BRING ON THE EMPTY HORSES, David Niven (Autobiog.) Non-fiction 
Apparently some of the things I have been reading were so heavy duty 

I had to go back to a little more trashy stuff for relaxation, but this is more 

well written than Shelly Winters' effort, and Niven knew some of the stars 

as real. friends, so his memoirs are more interesting. 


SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS GOES "BOINK"--Bill Watterson Comic 

This is a Calivin and Hobbes collection, and it is as charming as always, 
and as insightful. It would be wonderful if I could remember a couple of 
great things to put in here, but since I can't, you'll have to read it yourself, 
and enjoy. 


WLT A RADIO ROMANCE, Garrison Keillor - Fiction 

Keillor departs from his commentaries about Lake Wobegon, and the exper- 
iences he generally discusses, to write a novel--yes, it is about radio, but 
it is almost an adventure story as he tracks the participants in the development 
and demise of WLT. It is, as they say, a rollicking good story. The exploits, 
the broadcasts, the comings and goings of everyone involved--all of this 
comes together for a very good story, given in Keillor's customary droll style. 


SEVEN STEPS. TO PERSONAL LIFE HISTORY WRITING, Laura Hendricks (Text?) 
A neighbor foisted this upon me with the instruction that I must read 

it and I must write my personal life history. It is very instructive for people 

who want to do that (it is the text for classes that are given, largely to senior 

citizens); I am not sure that I do. Its therapeutic value is large, but since 

I carry on a huge correpsondence, and keep a journal, I don't feel the need for 

this particular outlet. Still, her motives are high, I'm sure. 


SHELLEY II, Shelley Winters Autobiography 
What am I doing reading even more of this? you may well ask. Well, 

I have reached at least a temporary saturation point, and am now going to 

move on to something a bit more meaty. The book has given me a greater 

appreciation of Winters as an actress, and a lower appreciation of her as 

a person--of course, I am inflicting my own behavioral and moral standards 

on her, which is hardly fair. 


JUNE 1992 

WOODY ALLEN, Eric Lax Biography 

This is interesting not only as a discussion of Woody Allen, but 
also as an exploration of making films. Allen has a backer--it used 
to be Orion, and may have changed now--that gives him complete control of 
his films as long as he doesn't go over budget (then he pays--), and 
the way he does his films is all new to me. He has everything in his 
head, gathers the actors he wants (and he often uses the same group), and 
then almost tells them what he has in mind--but I gathered that he does not 
have a script of written dialogue. After he has a great deal of footage, he 
and assorted confidantes (his helpers have also changed a little) discuss the 
ideas and see how they fit together; when they think they have it, 
he often rewrites and/or reshoots half the film. He works on several films at 
the same time. He has moved from comedies to more serious work, and is more 
interested in getting what he wants than in getting a commercial success, 
although he doesn't mind if the film is successful. He is very hard on himself. 
While he and Mia Farrow are not married and do not live together, they share 
their lives in a way that makes one feel they are wedded to each other, 
and they share their children--Woody Allen seems to be a very caring father. 
This is a very readable study of Allen. 


READING September 1992 


PETER LAWFORD, THE MAN WHO KEPT THE SECRETS, James Spada __ Biog. 
This biography is wrenching because Peter Lawford had such a rotten 
childhood, peculiar, self-serving mother, and a career that was ruined by 
his associations more than by a lack of talent (he did have a talent for the 
light-hearted-playboy-humorous type of role). The Kennedys were pretty 
unkind to him, and so was Frank Sinatra. He had horrendous alcohol and 
drug problems. And anyone who still maintained happy visions of Camelot 
will have them destroyed by the information in this book--but Peter Lawford 
never ratted on any of them. Hewes 


A YEAR IN PROVENCE, Peter Mayle Memoir--Book Group 
A chapter a month as Mr. Mayle tells us about his move into an old 

stone farmhouse in the Luberon (with his wife--although I never figured 

out what her name was) provides light but very enjoyable reading. The 

Washington Post called it "delightful," and I find that exactly the right word. 


***BATTLE CRY OF FREEDOM, James McPherson Narrative of the Civil War Era 
Although I watched "The Civil War" on PBS, and although I knew the gist 

of what was happening, this book never dragged, and never grew boring. It 
was as exciting as a thriller-type book. And even though I knew how it was 
going to end, the narrative never let down. For openers, McPherson talked 
about the United States at midcentury--giving an overview of the economy, agri- 
culture, transportation, industry, all of which was fascinating. He talked about 
the situation with Mexico, and the slavery questions. (I had not known that 
some southerners tried to invade and/or buy Central America to expand the 
base of the slave empire--filibustering.) The first third of the book was devoted 
to this introductory-type material. As he drew into the war itself, he elaborated 
not only on the military strategies, but also on the political winds, and the ways 
in which the leading generals operated. It seems almost a miracle that the war 
ever ended, but then as it (and the book) began to close more rapidly, there 
was an intense melancholy when Lee at last surrendered. The whole book (and 
it is long--862 pages) was [to me] riveting. There are some bibliographical 
entries, and a useful index. 


ANNALS OF THE FORMER WORLD, John McPhee Non-fiction 
This is the third (fourth?) of McPhee's investigations into the geology 
of the world, and this one is about California. It is more interesting to me than 
the earlier ones were--maybe because he talked about areas with which I am more 
familiar. He discusses the recent San Francisco earthquake in some detail (McPhee 
discusses everything in detail, but he always stays interesting). This will no 
doubt be a hard cover book in due course, but it originally appeared in THE 
NEW YORKER--book length, to be sure. He also talks about a geologist with 
whom he made many of his investigations. The Gutenberg-Richter scale, "devised 
in the nineteen-thirties, is understood by professors at Caltech and a percentage 
of the rest of the population too small to be expressible as a number." McPhee 
throws in pieces like that every now and then, lightening things up charmingly. 


A COMPANY OF SWANS, Eva Ibbotson Fiction; Book Group 

A’ romance novel where everything gets properly confused during the 
first 284 pages, and then becomes marvelously resolved in the last 12, this 
makes for some nice light reading in between the heavy things that actually 
take some thought. There is something rather charming about a tale where 
the hero and heroine do indeed end up together and live happily ever after, 
isn't there? This denouement is assisted by the fact that the hero is enormously 


wealthy, and can thus effect all kinds of totally unrealistic results in his endeavors. 


READING NOVEMBER 1992 


*e** THE FRAGILE SPECIES, Lewis Thomas 

In his customary thought-provoking and engaging way, Thomas covers 
a multitude of topics and ideas. The first part-~doctoring, and the life in 
the mind--appealed to me the most, but as one moves through the book, it 
becomes more significant, really, to our lives today. One piece discusses 
ways we could help developing nations, ways which stem more from the way 
we developed in this country (sanitation, good water . . .) than with the 
fierce technological developments of the current period. Toward the end 
he talks about the role of science in the world, and how it should be cultivated-- 
his last chapters are "Cooperation," "Communication," and "Connections." 
His ideas seem uniformly sound, and his prose is always either interesting 
or moving. There is a part which concerns moving toward a kind of extinction 
of the earth that is quite scary--I wish I could say he gives six steps to 
avert this possibility, but he does not. His discussions give one pause. 


ME, Katherine Hepburn Autobiography 
This reads just the way she talks--choppy, disconnected. It is of interest 
for people like me who like her pretty well, but it does not shed a great deal 
of light on life--she calls it "stories of my life," which means it is stories, 
and not a whole story of her life. Her chapter about Spencer Tracy does not 
reveal the attachment--what they shared with one another. 1 guess that's too 
personal. Anyway, the book was moderately interesting, but not very good 
reading. 
December 1992 
THE ROAD FROM COORAIN, Jill Ker Conway Biography (Book Group 
Covering her life in Australia until the age of about 25, this discussion 
is extremely interesting--we read about the sheep country in Australia, and Mrs. 
Conway's upbringing, and so on, to say nothing about her education and the 
educational setup there. In her mid-twenties, she decided to go to the United 
States (where she eventually became president of Smith, I believe), in order to 
pursue her interestsasa serious historical scholar. The part that was of the 
most interest to me was her changing relationship with her mother, which 
was a result (at least in part) of the environment in Australia. Her own develop- 
ment, of course, also influenced the changes in the relationship. She was very 
honest and perceptive about all of this, and I found it fascinating. 


"Shots in the Dark," NEW YORKER piece by Edward Epstein 
Epstein discusses Jim Garrison, the conspiracy theory, Garrison's vendetta 
(?), the movie JFK, and some conclusions he drew from his research. This 


is a very interesting piece, and my conclusion from what he says throws Garrison 
completely out the window. 


x" ARCHIBALD MACLEISH, AN AMERICAN LIFE, Scott Donaldson Biography 
As the author of J.B., and the son of Martha Hillard (a one-time president 

of Rockford College), I certainly had heard of MacLeish, but I had no idea 
of the extent of his poetry, and his other pursuits, including public service--he 
was chief librarian of the Library of Congress under F.D.R. The book covers 
so much, it is wonderful--and to read about all the people he knew and associated 
with (including Jill Ker Conway--book group members take note), and to have some 
of his poetry included, and to see how he developed over the years are all 
big pluses for this volume. A bit heavy, 524 pages, and worth every minute of it. 
The author's style becomes Secondary because the material is so good. Nicely 
noted and indexed, too. 


READING LIST JANUARY 1993 


****WHERE THE BLUEBIRD SINGS TO THE LEMONADE SPRINGS, Wallace Stegner 
Essays, the first section personal; the second about being Western in 
perspective as well as in fact; the third dealing with authors he admires and 
why . . this is full of truths, it is thought provoking, it is wonderful Stegner. 
To try to capture one great thought from it would be impossible, there are 
so many. 
JAY LENO'S HEADLINES Humor 


Books I, II, and III from "The Tonight Show," are good for lightening 
things up. 


Humor 
orderly transition between 


THE OFFICIAL POLITICALLY CORRECT DICTIONARY & HANDBOOK ; 
"Indefinitely idled: unemployed; also see, in an 
career changes." And of course, there is more. 


HIS WAY, Kitty Kelley 

Frank Sinatra was a wonderful singer, and gave all of us in my age group 
a lovely singing career to remember; he was (is still? who knows) not a nice 
person, which is perhaps the week's understatement. This is a long book, 
quite well documented, fairly interesting, and positively thrilling if one is into 
the gossip part of entertainers. Besides Sinatra's violent temper, it is terribly 
depressing to have the seamier side of the Kennedy years reported yet again. 


UNITED WE STAND, Ross Perot Non-fiction 
This plan for "taking back our country" is broad in scope and quite non- 
specific, but of course Perot is not in Congress, nor is he president. 
could implement actual procedures for doin 
it wouldn't be all bad--or bad at all? Putting people to work, providing and 
managing health care, leading in the sense of inventing and producing, reforming 
the political system so it is more responsive--who can quarrel with those things? 


It may be more interesting reading now, as Clinton tries to achieve some of 
his goals, than it was during the election. 


If anyone 
g some of the things he suggests, 


****TO DANCE WITH THE WHITE DOG, Terry Kay Fiction [book group] 

Kay tells his story--admittedly autobiographical fiction--with powerful simplicity. 

The prose is straightforward, the characters are identifiable people, the situation 

is one that has been or will be faced by all of us. The book is about aging, 

and he dealswith the protagonist's aging in a way that is totally real, just as 

he does with the relationships [we do not learn of the children's lives, only of their 

interaction with their father]. The mystical white dog is calmly significant; the 

ending--which left me with tears running down my face--is wonderful . . it made 

me somewhat envious. The cover blurbs go on, but I was completely affected 

by what Kay told us in a different way from what they said--even better. 


THE MOUNTAIN OF NAMES, Alex Shoumatoff Non-fiction FEBRUARY 1993 
The title led me to believe that this was about the Mormon geneological research 

project; indeed, the last chapter does cover that quite thoroughly. The earlier 

part of the book, though, is about a "history of the human family," and the central 

idea that there are "two types of societies in the world: one kin-centered, the other 

self-centered . [the latter have] paid a considerable price for their progress." 

The chapter titles give the clues as to what he covers [need for kinship, traditional 

kinship, pedigrees, types of inheritance, aristocracies, modern individualism, new 

patterns of kinship, return to kinship], and it all sounds rather boring, but it 

is absolutely fascinating. (His writing is not, but the material is.) Side note: 


he also mentions the value of the Mormon population in medical/gene research because 
of the way that they have and have not interacted. 


READING FEBRUARY 1993 


BLUE HIGHWAYS, William Least Heat-Moon Non-fiction 
Similar in some ways to Kuralt's On The Road, this seems to be more 
of a personal odyssey than an exploration of America, although it is billed as such. 
The author drives in a truck all around the country, and in some ways it made me 
feel as if it would be fun to do the kind of exploring he did (blue highways rather 
than super-highways), but I realize that I would be a little afraid to travel alone, and 
I wouldn't want to sleep in the truck, which he did most of the time (he occasionally 
stayed in a place where he could get a bed and a shower), or run across some of the 
truck and road problems he had. His conclusion is that he had "not learned what I 
had wanted to know because I hadn't known what I wanted to know. But I did learn 
what I didn't know I wanted to know." He certainly ran across a lot of interesting 
people (and some not so interesting), and I liked the historical things he talked about. 


ET CETERA, ET CETERA, Lewis Thomas Non-fiction 

Sub-titled "Notes of a Word-Watcher," Thomas explores the roots and development 
of words from animus through desire ethics, and all of the technical material is inter- 
esting, but the best part is Thomas' comment: on why or how these changes are sig- 
nificant. His discussion of language and what it means in the human condition is 
particularly good; also on self, society, comity, and lots of other things. He mentions 
music in the context of language, and he talks about Gaia (the earth as a living thing). 
It would be wonderful to have him around for late night talks, but since I don't, I like 
to reacl what he has to say. 

MARCH 1993 


RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT, Edited by Vera Fahlberg Non-fiction 

"A tapestry of many therapies," this explains via one case in particular 
the approach at Forest Heights. It is primarily of interest to psych majors or child 
care workers, and is required reading for Forest Heights board members. It raised 
a couple of questions that perhaps I can broach to Russ Colburn (the head of Forest 
Heights), or perhaps not. It is convincing as far as the care and efficacy of the 
treatment are concerned. 


REFUGE, Terry Tempest Williams Non-fiction (book group) 
Great Salt Lake begins to rise and threaten the Bear River Migratory Bird 

Refuge, and the author's mother begins to die of cancer. Williams traces the fates 

of the birds, and of her mother--the account of the birds should be interesting 

to bird watchers; the trial about her mother does have the "spiritual grace" that 

the dust jacket mentions, but it is difficult nevertheless. An epllogue states that 

the family was exposed to the fallout of atomic bomb tests in the 1950's, without 

the usual blame and anger, and something like eight of the women have breast 

cancer. This book should help us accommodate to the death of those we love; I'm 

not sure that it does, for me. Each of us has our own way, I guess. 


GRIFFIN & SABINE, Nick Bantock Mystical/ Artwork 
This is a very brief exchange of letters between two artists, half a world 
apart. The conclusion is as unsettled as the correspondence-~-and it is lovely. 


UNDERSTANDING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS, Robert Shuman & Janice Schwartz Non-fiction 
This is a clearly (and simply) written discussion primarily about dealing 

with MS [causes still pretty fuzzy, treatment symptomatic], and the approach is 

primarily anecdotal. The emphasis is on communication, with family, friends, and 

Support groups, and it was very enlightening. The unpredictability of the disease 

means that initial adjustments may have to be reassessed and redone with greater 

or lesser frequency-~very complicated! But I got a positive feeling from the book, 

which was reassuring. 


READING MARCH 1993 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS, Scheinberg & Holland (editors) Non-fiction 
This book is far more technical than the other one and I did not read 

it all--it is directed more toward the actual handling (physically) of the disease. 

In addition to discussions about genetics, causes, and diagnosis, it deals with 

drug therapies, diet treatment, physical therapy, dealing with everyday activities, 

nursing care, and only briefly with psychological issues. Even though I had no 

idea what I was picking out from the library, these two books covered an enormous 

amount of helpful material from different perspectives. 


**** TRUMAN, David McCullough Biography 
Every time I was tempted to skip over a little of this 1,000 page, tome, I was 

Swept up yet again in the wealth of interesting detail. The author was thorough 
and meticulous, and while his overwhelming tone was one of admiration, he did 
not hesitate to point out some places where Truman made a mistake, or made an 
unwise comment--although those times were few. ‘Many of the quotes in the book 
say far better than I what kind of man Truman was, and what kind of president. 
I am, none-the-less, struck by his basic decency and honesty, his enormous respect 
for the Office of the Presidency and the continuity of the republic, and his willing- 
ness to make hard decisions without stewing about how it might reflect on him or 
the Democractic Party. He enjoyed being president, but he enjoyed living, and 
he lived his life that way. He did not appear to develop the hunger for power 
which so many people--especially politicians, or people in high places--let sway 
what might otherwise be good sense. This is a marvelous book (nicely indexed 
and with an extensive bibliography and source notes, by the way) about an 
extraordinary/"ordinary" man moving from a relatively calm beginning into a frantic 
time of change (or times of frantic changes?), with a great deal of grace under 
pressure. 


HAUNTED IDOL, Geoffrey Wansell Biography 

A little break from serious stuff, so I turned to the biography of Cary 
Grant--which was interesting because he is not, according to the author, even 
remotely like the screen persona who is so appealing. He had an incredibly over- 
protective mother, who was committed to an asylum when he was ten, and his 
father never told him where his mother went or what was wrong with her. At 
any rate, he had a terrible time establishing any kind of satisfactory relationship 
with a woman (he has been married five time), and retired from films when he 
finally had a daughter [I think that was when he was 60 or 62] so he could care 
for her. One would hope she turns out with not so many problems. 


APRIL 

GREED AND GLORY ON WALL STREET, Ken Auletta Non-fiction 

This might be sub-titled "The Decline and Fall of the House of Lehman." 
Auletta traces all of the in-fighting that went on in 1983 that was in large part 
responsible for the disappearance of Lehman, but he also talks about other reasons 
why the firm was bought by Sherson/American Express. The machinations of 
the players are terribly interesting, and he describes some of them in ways 
that make one feel semi-acquainted with them, but to someone like me, the amounts 
of money involved are not only staggering, but virtually unbelievable. There 
was one group that felt that the idea behind the House of Lehman was the most 
important thing (a kind of personal service couched in civility and luxurious 
treatment of clients), but there was another, larger group that certainly seemed 
motivated by money/greed and power/greed. The whole thing is not quite within 
my realm of understanding, but it certainly is within my realm of being depressed 
by the attitudes. 


READING APRIL 1993 


THE INDISPENSABLE CALVIN AND HOBBES, Bill Watterson Comic 
A little respite from some of the heavy stuff I've been doing; this is 
so charming it should not really be a "comic": the tiger is a marvel. 


ON PERSEPHONE'S ISLAND, Mary Taylor Simeti Non-fiction 

Simeti, an American expatriate, relates all kinds of things about Sicily in a 
journal that is partly myth, partly history, and definitely seasonal. Visiting 
in Sicily after college, she married an agronomist and stayed, and the seasonal 
happenings give an unusually interesting picture of her surroundings. We read 
not only of the climate and flowers and activities, but also about food--in great 
detail, about the feasts and holidays, and about the Mafia. There is a detailed 
part about making wine, because in addition to his "town" activities, Tonino 
(her husband) has a country place where grapes are grown in profusion, and 
other things also--which must be harvested and cared for. The mixture of all 
these approaches makes for very interesting reading. The only thing lacking 
is a map--because she also tells us about places they visited. There is a biblio- 
graphy, and there is also an abbreviated index. 

MAY 1993 


THE LAST COWBOY, Jane Kramer Fiction 

This is a well told story about the difference between the real West and 
the movie West, and the hero's trying to be "a proper cowboy." It reads 
engagingly and smoothly, and is a very pleasant interlude. 


THE LIFE IT BRINGS, Jeremy Bernstein Non-fiction 
Bernstein is a high-powered physicist, and these essays or memoirs deal 
with how he got into physics, and some of his activities--all some years ago. 
He is also a writer, and appears in THE NEW YORKER from time to time. His 
writing is very readable, and quite interesting, so the’memoir part (and name- 
dropping which is informative rather than snobbish) is fun. The physics part-- 
talking about mutons and neutrons and such--is completely above my head. I 
do not even know what a particle is, and his explanation does not explain anything 
at all to me although it might to someone who had ever studied the theoretical 
stuff. I was hoping to wax knowledgeable after this exposure, but it is not 
his fault that I didn't. 


JUNE 1993 


SECOND GROWTH, Wallace Stegner Fiction 

Stegner's story is set in New England, and involves--among other things-- 
the friction between the natives and the summer residents. He follows several 
major characters, dividing their adventures by chapter, which I found a little 
confusing. They did not seem to interact much until the very end, and even 
then, I was not entirely clear about all of them-—-that is probably my fault rather 
than Stegner's, although this marvelously brief book (240 pages) does not develop 
quite so many avenues as he sometimes does. This does not rank as a favorite, 
but Stegner is always good, and if I remember the characters after a while I 
will know it was better than I am rating it right now. In fact, I am thinking 
about some of the characters now more than I did when I was reading it. Stegner 
has a great deal of staying power. 


READING JUNE 1993 


SAINT MAYBE, Anne Tyler Fiction, Book Group 
After THE ACCIDENTAL TOURIST, which I disliked, I was dragged kicking 
and screaming to this offering, only to find that I rather liked it. The writing 
is straight ahead and quite readable, and the characters--while not entirely 
likeable, are believable, and the theme (what and how long does it take to be 
absolved or forgiven for a serious lapse in judgment) is very interesting. 


REVOLUTION. FROM WITHIN, Gloria Steinem Non-fiction 
Sub-titled "A Book of Self Esteem," there is a lot in here that did not 
strike me personally as relevant, but there was a piece about "the significance 
of the glade" (to her) which appealed to me--the rightness of how things fit 
together, can be found, lost, and found again. She also discusses the relationship 
of everything on earth--animals, plants, sky, trees, man--and that also appeals 
to me. The chapter on religion versus spirituality was also interesting. 
MOLLIE, Mollie Sanford Non-fiction 
Written in journal form, this is a description of Mrs. Sanford's journey 
here and there in Nebraska and Colorado territories from 1857-1866. There 
is some narrative about their adventures, and I can't Imagine how they managed 
with all the hardships they endured, but by the end it does indeed grow a bit 
tedious. Still, I admire her for existing, let alone writing about it. 


HAND TAMING WILD BIRDS AT THE FEEDER, Alfred G. Martin Non-fiction 
The title is fulfilled with step by step instructions, but there is other 


information about wild birds, and the devotion of the birder himself comes through 
with an enthusiasm that is ‘very persuasive. 


JULY 


* THE LAST NOTEBOOKS OF LOREN EISELEY Non-fiction, 
ae Edited by Kenneth Heuer, this is a collection of the some fiction 
E 


journals of Eiseley--some of the material is autobiographical, some 
observations on nature, some "musings," and some poetry. The material is full 
of the kind of ideas that one might expect to hear if one were conversing with 
Eiseley, and that is what makes it both delightful and riveting. No matter 
what his subject matter, his writing is poetic--even the prose, and it is this 
quality that makes the book so engrossing that it cannot, and should not, be 
read straight through. It requires time for reflecting, and it beckons to be 
read again. 

AUGUST 
BLOOD MEMORY, Martha Graham (Autobiography) 

This is not a work of high literary artistry, but Graham does come through 
in a lot of interesting ways--this is almost more like taped conversations of occasional 
memories, rather than a chronology. Her thesis is that we are what we have 
evolved to be, and the dance is one of the truest forms of expression of our 
history, what she calls our blood memory. She talks about her training at Denishawn, 
and her other experiences in the dance and people she danced with. She does 
not detail her philosophy of movement, which was certainly hers alone--so that 
part is not entirely clear. The dust cover says that she "sought to map the 
landscape of the human soul," and part of that is conveyed--one wishes for 
more.. This is probably of interest primarily to people interested in the dance, 
but maybe to people interested in artistic expression also. There are a lot of 
good pictures, which bring back rich feelings. 


READING AUGUST 1993 
HOWARDS END, E. M. Forster Fiction 
Our book group is going to watch the movie of this in August, so I thought 
I would read the book first . . . it is slow going, strange situations, but it 
does communicate the flavor of England ("Edwardian England"), and the contrast 
(intended) between the intellectuals and business-people is of interest. The 
heroine (an intellectual) decides she is in love with the hero(a business person), 
and apparently willed herself to be in love with him--that is never really explained 
Chow one does that). Historically good, but don't rush out to buy it. 
A THOUSAND ACRES, Jane Smiley Fiction; Book Group 
This is a good story, and has some parts that are remarkably contemplative. 
The writing is clear--I was bothered only near the beginning by phrases such 
as, "If I had known what was to come, I would have been more careful." This 
too obvious foreshadowing throws me off, but after a little while, the what-was- 
to-come, comes, and then it is more clear. (Just what she would have done 
to change things "had she known" is not clear, but it doesn't matter after a 
while. Stuff happens.) Rumor has it that this is a contemporary KING LEAR-- 
it may be, but I took it as it was rather than trying to find a lot of parallels. 
The story is of farm people, in Iowa, and the farming is a big part of it; the 
main part, though, is the relationship of the people to one another--and that 
does indeed grow complex, and as a result, it becomes quite enthralling. I 
did care about the people--how they treated one another, and what happened 
to them, and they were well developed characters. SEPTEMBER 


JOE HILL, Wallace Stegner Fiction 

Stegner insists that this is fiction, but the dust cover says that Stegner 
has blended fact with fiction, and certainly there are parts of this that recall 
some of the history of the IWW. That aspect of the book is certainly interesting, 
but not particularly gripping to me, I suppose. It is the development of the 
persona of Joe Hill that Stegner handles in such a way as to make the reader 
want to understand what motivated Hill, and yet the reader cannot, because 
Stegner has made Hill so enigmatic. The ending is quite powerful, when Hill 
is executed, and no one really knows whether he was guilty of murder or not. 


THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL, Fred J. Maroon/Suzy Maroon Non-fiction 
While at first blush this might seem like a coffee-table book, examination of 

it reveals not only a collection of unbelievably beautiful and haunting pictures 
of the Capitol but also a history of the building--rebuilding, expansion, development-—- 
that is fascinating far beyond its instruction. Crafted for the 200th anniversary 
of the Capitol (this year), it is a wonderful and loving tribute to the building, 
its developers, its artisans, and the country. 

[Sidelight for those of you who don't know--Suzy and Fred are my cousins. ] 


NO RECK'NING MADE, Joanne Greenberg Fiction 

The heroine of Joanne's newest book is an elementary teacher, and we follow 
her career from World War IJ when she was getting started (we see some of 
her childhood, too) until her retirement. One of the particularly interesting 
parts is how the educational environment changes, and how Clara adjusts to 
the new people and the new times. Another major theme is the effect on people 
of a false accusation. That in itself is a timely topic, but the way the characters 
handle this situation shows us about the characters themselves, and leads us 
to a sense of frustration because of our helplessness in an unreasonable process. 


READING 


Thank you all who have helped me by reading some things that I (a) have 
not had time to read or (b) do not plan to read, including the following: 

LIKE WATER FOR CHOCOLATE, Laura Esquirel; I started this, and it 
was among the dumbest books I have ever started; 

THE BRIDGES OF MADISON COUNTY, Waller ; I had enough reports on 
this that I knew I could successfully skip it, and I plan to do the same with 
his newest book, the name of which escapes me. Obvsiouly, he and his publishers 
discovered that there was money to be made, so he whipped out another one, 
which is no doubt just as fluffy; 

THE JOY LUCK CLUB, Amy Tan--touted on the jacket as "powerful as myth" 
and "a jewel of a book," but the back-and-forthness of the varied narrators 
put me off for starters, and about fifty pages in I decided I really didn't care 
about the characters. 

* kK * 

THE KITCHEN GOD'S WIFE, Amy Tan Book Group 

The narrator switched a couple of times, which was confusing. The story 
itself is O.K., but not as gripping to me as the promotional blurbs' authors 
found it. The best part is occasional insights into Chinese life--but Bette 
Bao Lord did all this better. 


* Ok 


HOROWITZ, HIS LIFE AND MUSIC, Harold C. Schonberg 

Schonberg was the music critic of THE NEW YORK TIMES, and has written other 
books, including THE GREAT PIANISTS, so he brings a great deal of musical 
knowledge to the task as well as care in presentation. The biographical part 
is clear, consistent, and well written, and gives us a good picture of Horowitz's 
background and development. The musical part is also clear, and gives the 
non-musician ideas about Horowitz' approach to his playing, which changed as 
he grew. This part is not hard to understand, it is just a bit more foreign 
to someone who does not play the piano. Schonberg also includes the program 
from virtually every concert Horowitz gave, with comments about how the attack 
on a particular piece might have changed, and how the works he played also 
changed with time. There are appendices which deal with his recording sessions, 
and a variety of other musical approaches. One of the arguments that Schonberg 
deals with is the playing of a work literally--note for note, as written, or emotionally-- 
notes, yes, but with the artist's interpretation inserted in the playing, sometimes 
even with changed notes, often with different tempi. There is also a chronological 
discography section. Since I never heard Horowitz in person, I am not in 
a position to testify to his greatness in the same way that those who did, can. 
I have, however, seen videos of him performing, and hearing those, watching 
them, and reading this testimony, there is little doubt in my mind that he was 
indeed a very special pianist. Videos or TV shows of him in his later years 
give the impression that he was rather child-like--and Schonberg indicates that 
this was in some measure true, but also it becomes clear that Horowitz was completely 
serious about his playing, and was particular about recording sessions or concert 
arrangements because he was so serious about the music. Lovely, lovely, and 
a very good book about all of this. 


READING 


OCTOBER 1993 

THE SILENT WOMAN, Annals of Biography, Janet Malcolm 

While this is presently a piece in THE NEW YORKER, I have no doubt that 
it will appear in book form before long to join the other biographies of Sylvia 
Plath. Malcolm touches on the other biographies, and has some material about 
Plath, her husband Ted Hughes, and Hughes’ sister Olwyn who for a time managed 
Plath's biographers and papers. My feeling for this piece though leans not 
toward Plath (and I am not a fan--I have read more about her and by her than 
I really wanted to) but toward Malcolm's contact with, comments about, and niggling 
over the other biographers. The process grows too petty--yet, it is intensely 
interesting. And Malcolm also comments on biography in general: both writers and 
readers of it might be seen as voyeurs and busybodies. "The transgressive 
nature of biography is rarely acknowledged, but it is the only explanation for 
biography's status as a popular genre." Every time I read a biography now, 
I will have that in the back of my mind, wondering, am I transgressing? I 
can take some solace in thinking, "Maybe, but probably no more than Malcolm." 


GENIUS, James Gleick Biography 


This was a Christmas present in 1992, and since I just finished it, you may 
get some idea of how difficult it was. It is about Richard Feynman, but Gleick 
(who must have majored in physics in school) tells us more about the physics 
that Feynman was exploring than about Feynman's life. I wish I could say I 
now understand quantum electrodynamics, quantum mechanics, quarks, and all 
the rest, but I don't. I think I do have some feeling for the pursuit, though, 
and as much admiration for Feynman as ever. Gleick also tells us about some 
of the other extremely sharp physicists associated with Feynman and there are 
some hints of competitiveness in most of them, but Feynman rarely published-- 
which would have put him on record for his ideas. He was an extremely interesting 
person, although I think his own books ("Surely You're Joking . . ." and 
"What Do You Care... ") are a good deal more readable for the layman, and 
I certainly qualify as a layman in this area. NOVEMBER 1993 
THE AGE OF INNOCENCE, Edith. Wharton Fiction (Book Group) 

To say that I liked this is the wrong word entirely, because the story 
itself is somewhat depressing, and the characters not entirely likeable. However, 
it is such a stunning depiction of society in the late 19th century and the narrative 
flows so masterfully that it is definitely worth reading, and in very general 
terms I did indeed like it. Sitting here in 1993, it is hard to imagine that people 
behaved the way Wharton describes, but it rings true, so it contributes to our 
knowledge about how things were and how they have changed. It would probably 


seem completely contrived to anyone under fifty, but it is not--it is about manners 
and morals of that time, and it is intense. 


DECEMBER 1993 
TUVA OR BUST, Ralph Leighton Non-fiction;book group 
Leighton knew Richard Feynman, and between the two of them they developed 
an intense interest in the country of Tuva, and spent about ten years trying 

to manage a trip there. When their efforts finally came to fruition, Feynman 

was terribly ill, and he died before the trip. Leighton went in his honor. The 
book catalogs their trials and tribulations in arranging access to Tuva, and 

also discusses the exhibit about Nomads which came to this country. There is 
humor in the arrangements; there is joy in the way they approached this challenge; 


there is sadness because Feynman died before realizing the completion of the 
project. 


READING JANUARY 1994 


POSSESSION, A Romance, A. S. Byatt Fiction 
While this came as a gift from some very intelligent, well read, and thoughtful 
people, with marvelous recommendations on their part, I was disappointed because 
in spite of what might have been a fairly good story, it was long winded (555 
pages), and it became confusing because there were stories within the story. 
It deals with the pursuit, by several scholars, of the history of a poet--who is 
a fictitious character himself. They discover letters which shed some light on 
a love affair--and of course the scholars get involved with one another. But 
the poetry of the pursued poet and his love--also a poet--does not strike me 
as being that interesting. I think this would make a good mystery story if 
it were tightened up--say, 300 pages, and if the not very significant poetry 


were eliminated. I did not figure out if the fictitious. poet were really a model 
for someone whose name we would recognize. 


Still, another friend of mine read it and liked it very, very much, and 
suggested that I have another go at it, which I may do anon. 


CARY GRANT, Nancy Nelson Biography 
Feeling beleaguered by all the heavy stuff I had been doing, I turned to 
some light-weight stuff, and since I like Cary Grant, this was just the ticket. 
One thing that impressed me was that Nelson used many quotes from friends 
(fellow actors) and they gave a picture of Grant as a very serious film performer, 
who not only sought perfection in his work but also assisted others to get their 
best performance--and he did not grandstand in the process, but often gave 
them the better position. This was not designed to titillate, which I found refreshing. 
His five marriages were covered chronologically, but without delving into details 
which I happily can live without. 


THE DAYS ARE JUST PACKED, Bill Watterson Comics 

Calvin and Hobbes are at it again. Since they do not appear in the paper I 
get, Craig gives me the book with the current adventures. Calvin: I quit 
doing homework; homework is bad for my self-esteem. It sends the message 
that I don't know enough. All that emphasis on right answers makes me feel bad 
when I get them wrong. So instead of trying to learn, I'm just concentrating on 
liking myself the way I am. Hobbes: Your self-esteem is enhanced by remaining 
an ignoramus? Calvin: Please. Let's call it "informationally impaired." And . 
Calvin: Isn't it strange that evolution would give us a sense of humor? When 
you think about it, it's weird that we have a physiological response to absurdity. 
We laugh at nonsense. We like it. We think it's funny. Don't you think it's odd 
that we appreciate absurdity? Why would we develop that way? How does it benefit 
us? Hobbes: I suppose if we couldn't — laugh at things that don't make sense, 
we couldn't react to a lot of life. 

FEBRUARY 1994 


WOMEN WHO RUN WITH THE WOLVES, Clafissa Pinkola Estes Non-fiction (?) 
Subtitled "Myths and Stories of the Wild Woman Archetype," Estes analyzes 

some myths in terms of women and their wild natures. Since she is trying to "restore 

women's vitality through digs into the unconscious," it is not exactly my cup of 

tea. But the myths themselves are interesting (and fun)--a bit like reading fairy 

tales, and the significance she gives to the tales is of moderate interest. She 

is far too long winded, and sometimes borders on the boring. The story telling 

parts (some notes, too) would be of interest to story tellers (Joanne, take note). 

I confess to having concentrated on reading the tales, and going quickly over the 

delving into their deeper meanings. 


READING MARCH 1994 


SHADOW CATCHER, Charles Fergus Book Group; historical novel 
Based on the Wanamaker Expedition of 1913 designed as an effort to 

gather Indians into the fabric of the country, the story deals partly with 

the exploits of one of the members of the expedition in developing candid photo- 

graphy, and partly with the Indians and the story of Sitting Bull. An Indian 

Agent, McLaughlin (was he an authentic character?), his contact with Sitting 

Bull, an Indian daughter he adopted, and other members of the Expedition 

with differing parts in the agenda are all woven into a story that is quite 

absorbing, both from the story point of view and the history point of view. 

The narrative is sparingly told, but the questions left are not so much omissions 

as they are new avenues for exploration. This is an absorbing book. 


LINCOLN AT GETTYSBURG, Garry Wills _ Non-fiction 

Wills examines not only what Lincoln said in The Gettysburg Address 
but also what led to it, how Lincoln developed his style, what Lincoln said 
about slavery--all kinds of things. This is fascinating. Edward Everett was 
the main speaker at the dedication of the cemetery, Lincoln next door to an 
afterthought--Everett (whose oratory Lincoln admired) spoke for hours, Lincoln 
for minutes. Wills talks about the oratory of the Greek Revival, Gettysburg 
and the culture of death, the revolution in thought and in style (those are 
his chapter headings)--all of this background information gave me the feeling 
that the address itself was not only stirring as we hear it but also very significant 
in the way Lincoln viewed the whole situation and wanted the audience to think 
about and view it. There. are lots of notes, an index, appendices, and several 
versions of Lincoln's speech. I shouldn't have used the word absorbing on 
the previous book, because I want to use it here, where it is far more appropriate. 


"Irons in the Fire," John McPhee 

Appearing in the NEW YORKER, this is the customary McPhee--do you 
really want to know all that about branding cattle? You might think not, 
but McPhee makes it seem like something you do want to know, he tells you in 
such a converational way. —_ 


APRIL 


THE ENGLISH PATIENT, Michael Ondaatje Fiction, Book Group 
In spite of incomplete sentences, a sometimes rambling style, and frequent 

unclear pronoun references, the book was interesting, because the reader 

deals with only four main characters who are developed along completely different 

lines. The enigmatic English patient--unidentified until near the end--has 

morphine-induced flashbacks which eventually unravel his identity. This is 

not a who-done-it mystery, yet a mystery nonetheless, but the development 

of the characters unwrapped as much as the mystery itself. 


A WORLD LIT ONLY BY FIRE, William Manchester History, Book Group 
How nice to get back to something that is written coherently, but 

even better than that, this book is marvelously interesting. It is subtitled 

"The Medieval Mind and the Renaissance," and he deals with a great deal 

of historical things of which we have all heard, but he weaves them into a 

fabric that helps us understand how many of the factors interacted. His hero, 

in a sense, is Magellan--how he influenced the age, and how it influenced 

him. There is more information in here than I can handily remember--and 

that is my biggest problem; I wish I could remember more of it--but the book 

is not only informative, but fun to read. I thought it was absolutely wonderful. 


REALING MAY 1994 


THE WOMEN ON THE WALL, Wallace Stegner Fiction, Short Stories 

Some of these stories later appeared in Stegner's novels; some are 
stand-alone pieces. Actually, they can all stand alone, even though they 
were later used elsewhere. I have decided that Stegner is an absolute master 
of this form. People, places, situations, character development--these are 
unfailingly affecting, and they are written with an economy of form that is 
unusual, but also with great power. 


THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED, M. Scott Peck Non-fiction; self-help 
Years ago, I read part of this,. and didn't think too much of it; so 
many people I know (including my mother) thought it was wonderful that I went 
back to it. It is fairly good (it really belongs in my how-to-be-a-lovelier-you 
period), and has some fairly substantial thoughts--most of which I probably can't 
remember. One thing he says is that the original sin is laziness--we don't want 
to make the effort to do the things we need to do (he is not talking about 
washing windows, but about spiritual exploration). He also talks about entropy-- 
and this concept has been difficult for me to really grasp. He says that the 
road to spiritual growth is through love, which helps others grow as well 
as ourselves. Several questions he raises he admits to not being able to answer. 
The idea of entropy intrigues me (this is not the first time I have been puzzled 
by it). Perhaps one of the reasons that it is so difficult to improve, organize 
our thoughts and lives, is that we have to fight against entropy--very paradoxical. 


JUNE 


BELOVED, Toni Morrison Fiction; book group 
Set shortly after the Civil War, the main characters are all parts of 

a black family--related by either birth or circumstance. The assaults they 

suffered are too horrible to contemplate; at this remove from slavery and the 

Civil War, it is difficult for us to imagine such treatment. It is this inhumanity 

that moves Sethe, the mother, to behave as she did--and her behavior cost 

her not only her child, but the entire community-family. The book is mystical, 

and the relationships are played out with flash-backs of what happened to 

various family members. It took me a little while (fifty pages or so) to get 

the picture, but once I did, it was not hard to follow (hard-to-follow is one 

of my frequent complaints); the exploration of feelings, especially those of 

Sethe and Denver (one of her children), is pretty serious stuff. My reaction 

was that the appearance of Beloved (another of Sethe's daughters) was prompted 

by Sethe's feelings, and the disappearance of Beloved was a result of Denver's 

gaining control of her feelings. There are lots of other aspects to all of this, 

of course. This received both a Nobel prize and a Pulitzer prize. 


A DAY IN SAN FRANCISCO, Dorothy Bryant Fiction 
This is a mind-numbing book. Written by a woman of about fifty (+) 
who had a gay son (he died last month), it is set in 1980 and takes place 


on Gay Freedom Day. She said in a letter to me, "The more I learned about 
the lifestyle we good liberals smiled on . . . the more appalled I was, and 
appalled at the silence of the gay community itself." She resists the values 


espoused by the gay community, fears the diseases that threaten, and mourns 
the loss of potential so many of the gays promised, but either abandoned or 

else died before realizing. It is a pre-AIDS book, and she says that the "climate 
has changed to stories of sad endurance." 


READING JUNE 1994 


BOOKED TO DIE, John Dunning . Mystery 

John Dunning is the proprietor of a used-book store with an outstanding 
reputation. He also writes, and this effort is a dandy airplane book. The most 
interesting thing about it is that he throws in stuff about used books, their marketing, 
their value, and all that. He also is an old time radio buff, and he did the radio 
show that we taped for years, which featured old time radio shows. This book 
is not top caliber, but is a fair amount of fun. 


TRACY AND HEPBURN, Garson Kanin Biography 

Since I like Tracy and Hepburn, I like rading about them. This is largely 
anecdotal, and happily does not delve into the intimacies of their relationship, 
but deals with their professional lives. Good airplane reading. 


COLONY, Anne Rivers Siddons Fiction 

This is not a novel, it is a SAGA! But in spite of its formidable nature, 
I stayed with all 610 pages because this is a family story, and we had just had 
our family reunion, and Siddons said some things in the tale that I thought were 
interesting. She covers four generations of the Chambliss family and fellow New 
Englanders as they are born, live, carouse, and die in the Maine resort colony 
of Retreat. (The winters are apparently spent in their non-vacation homes where 
they must all do something that produces bundles of money, because everyone after 
the first generation never seems to want for being taken care of. Working, however, 
is not at the top of the agenda, and the first generation has left trusts and bequests 
that allow the next groups down to do some fairly wild things.) And while the 
men probably provide for this summer colony, the women are the ones who hold 
it together and manage things. It is a society unto itself. One of the interesting 
parts of the books is the exploration of the character of Maude (the heroine) 
and how she first hates the colony, then grows into it, then accepts it, then 
takes it over, then hangs on to it for her granddaughter. Maude (also the narrator 
for most of the book) says, "The greatest gift the sea has to give is timelessness. 
[It] soothes, simplifies, and heals . . . Life is outside time . . . and so you 
need have no real fear of time's poison fruits. They will still fall in your lap, 
but beside the sea they do not taste bitter. It is not a thing you can know 
when you are young. . ." and "The impulse toward simplicity a lot of people 
think is senility." The assorted family exploits make a good story, but the exploration 
of dealing with all these situations makes an even better one. She also talks 
about change-—within people, and in places. The scope of this reminds me of 
Pilcher's THE SHELL SEEKERS. 


FOOLS CROW, James Welch Fiction; Book Group 
Wallace Stegner's praise for this book is accurate, although in the beginning 
I was not so sure that it would show "human persuasiveness and variety of its 
characters, . . . authenticity of its cultural reconstruction, and... . strength 
of prose." It is a powerful book--and seems very real, even though the setting 
is long ago. Welch shifts the scene from the "good guys" to the "bad guys," 
but ties it all together, and the question that plagued me throughout the book 
(about Fast Horse's transgression) is eventually made clear. There is a great 
deal of sadness, as there frequently is in Indian lore. . There were about four 
places where his vocabulary seemed oddly American English, but in the main, 
it sounded the way I felt an Indian tale should sound. So, probably the most 
troubling thing--to me--is the happy ending. After all they went through, and 
given the white man's land-grabbing, I did not think that "it was as it should 
be." Their way of life was changing, and would change even more. That was 
not the implication at the end. The book affected my mood for two days, and 
when I heard animal noises outside, I tried to be as perceptive as an Indian would be. 


READING JULY 1994 


A HISTORY OF GOD, Karen Armstrong 
The 4,000 Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 


The exploration of this book, on my part, was an intellectual, rather than 
a religious or spiritual, endeavor. It was well worth it, although I confess I 
have been working on it since Christmas, and it is so full of information and 
ideas that it is rather hard going. It is not actually hard reading, it is just 
loaded with thought-provoking material, and references to so many developments 
that it demands thought after every page or two. She starts with "In the Beginning," 
and goes on to One God, A Light to the Gentiles, Trinity—-the Christian God, 
Unity--the God of Islam, The God of the Philosophers, The God of the Mystics, 
A God for Reformers, Enlightenment, The Death of God?, and Does God Have a 
Future (those are her chapter titles, which give a thumbnail sketch of what she 
covers). The book has a brief glossary, notes/references, further reading suggestions 
and an index (always helpful). The work strikes me as being very scholarly, 
and when I wondered if an idea were hers--intruding, as it were, all I had to 
do was pay attention, and it would be cleared up where the idea came from. 


The material she covers is so interesting that I am overwhelmed by the 
scope of the job she did, and wish I could convey some of that in this report-- 
but if I start putting down all the stuff that impressed me, I would end up having 
another book. This is not a work I would recommend unless one is fairly serious 
about the pursuit of the subject. matter--it is certainly not light reading. But 
if it strikes a chord, what a reference work! The single idea that hit home for 
me is that religious thought EVOLVES--something that for some reason had never 
occurred to me before. She says that the idea of God, like other religious insights, 
developed in a market economy in a spirit of aggressive capitalism; "when religious 
ideas cease to be effective they fade away"; "when people try to find an ultimate 
meaning and value in human life, their minds seem to go in a certain direction;" 
and exploring these directions is just mind-boggling. One question that is 
not answered is that since the three major monotheistic religions have so much. 
in common, why do the believers set about to destroy the others as in the Crusades, 
the Jihads, and so on. Are we immersed once again in the human power play? 


The subject matter is powerful, and Armstrong has presented it very well. 
eS ae AUGUST 

ADOBE DOORWAYS, Dorothy Pillsbury Stories 

These reminiscences of the people of Tenorio Flat may be true, or at least 
partly true, or they may be fiction based on people Pillsbury knows by virtue of 
living in northern Nex Mexico. Either way, the book is positively charming--and 
is of special interest to me because of the land we have in Truchas. The style is 
conversational--and reminds me a bit of Harriet Doerr. The heroes in this are 
Spanish Americans, and are lovingly treated by Pillsbury. 


BLESS ME, ULTIMA, Rudolfo A. Anaya Fiction 
Here's a sleeper . .. the hero is a Spanish boy of perhaps eight years-- 
although he behaves as if he is much older. The story concerns his thoughts 
while coping with growing up and sorting out his religious ideas. He goes through 
Catholic confirmation; he has a grandmother who is a healer (with some semi- 
witcheraft?); he finds joy coupled with more questions in dealing with "The Golden 
Carp" and aspects of nature; and the Indians even come in now and then. I'm 
not sure I know what his answers were, but his quest is very compelling, and 
the theme certainly fits in with what I have been reading lately. There is also 
a kind of familial pull between the heritage of his mother's and father's different 
families. This was far more interesting than I expected, or than what I have 
described. 


* 


READING SEPTEMBER 1994 


DOC SUSIE, Virginia Cornell Biography; Book Group 
The setting is very good--Fraser, Colorado; the story deals with Susan 

Anderson, a doctor around the turn of the century, and how she manages after 

settling in Fraser. She chose this locale because she had tuberculosis, and 

by watching her regimen, she recovered, and then decided to stay in Fraser. 

Since biography is one of my favorite genres, I liked the story, too. The woman 

had a lot more strength than I can imagine having. The structure and style 

were not up to the setting and subject. The story covers a long period of time 

and omits some things which the reader would like to have explained further. 

There are some lapses in style (using the same word more than once in a sentence, 

for example, and an occasional paragraph that seems quite out of character), 

but overall, I enjoyed the book. Some good material about the Moffat Tunnel. 


THE VANISHING CONSCIENCE, John F. MacArthur, Jr. Religious 

"Drawing the line in a no-fault, guilt-free world" is the subtitle, and the 
opening discusses how the current trend is to avoid guilt and/or blame everybody 
and everything other than oneself. This attitude is easy to follow and understand. 
The ensuing chapters deal with the nature of sin and how to handle it, and as 
you might surmise, it is a treatise on the nature and power of Christianity. 


THIS 'N' THAT, Bette Davis, with Michael Herskowitz Autobiography 
The subtitle is "the controversial . . . " and I did not find it controversial 

at all. The memoirs are moderately interesting but not very well written--the text 

tends to jump around and the phrasing is very choppy (maybe that's the way 

she talks). I suppose this is a bit more from Davis herself than a biography would 

be, but it is not so comprehensive (if that is what one is looking for). 


THE BIG SKY, A.B. Guthrie, Jr. Fiction; Book Group 
Written in 1947, Guthrie deals with mountain men—--what they did and what 

they saw in the west of the mid-1800's. Guthrie does not romanticize either 

the scenery or the hazards of life, yet beneath all the hardship, the grandeur 

of the west comes through. Summers finally retires as a mountain man, when 

the fancy for beaver hats disappeared, and becomes a farmer. Boone Caudill 

never quite realizes that his time has come and gone, but we have been a part 

of his experience and are enriched by what Guthrie has shown us. Guthrie 

has some very poetic parts that struck me: "A man was lucky if he didn't grow 

too old and have to think that the best of what was going to happen to him 

had already happened." "He could remember when [the country] was new, and 

a man setting foot on it could believe he was the first one." "A man looking 

at things for the last time wanted to fix them in his head .. . to say goodbye 

to each and to tuck the pictures of them away so's they wouldn't ever be quite 

lost to him." "It was strange about time; it slipped under a man like quiet 

water, soft and unheeded but taking a part of him with every drop--a little 

quickness of the muscles, a little sharpness of the eye, a little of his youngness, 

until by and by he found it had taken the best of him almost unbeknownst." 

(Random--pages 183 to 208.) The characters in the story are well drawn, 

and the reader feels a part of everything they go through, with the elements, 

the animals, the Indians, each other. The power of this book overwhelmed 

me; it should be a part of everyone's western experience, 


READING LIST OCTOBER 1994 


MARTINA, Martina Navratilova with George Vecsey Autobiography 

As I read this, I felt as if Martina werétalking--so George did a good 
job. It was surprising to me that she was so straight-ahead about so much 
of her life, but she did not discuss intimacies, she simply explained how she 
related to the people in her life. She came off as being quite egotistical, but 
I think that is something that goes with the territory of being a super-star 
(or super athlete, or super anything). Her comments about growing up, and 
relating to her defection, and her ups and downs on the court were an interesting 
glimpse into her persona. Since I am a fan of hers, I liked reading about her. 


** COLLECTED STORIES OF Wallace Stegner Short St ories 


* 


Some of these stories (about the first half) appeared in THE WOMEN ON 
THE WALL, and those plus the second half exhibit the customary excellence 
of Stegner. "A Field Guide to the Western Birds" and "The City of the Living" 
depart from his more familiar subject matter, but not from his appeal. He 
does especially well with tracking western activity, and "Genesis"--which starts 
a bit slowly, but becomes engrossing—-deals with cowboys taking care of the 
herd in a terrible snowstorm. To have an entire story about a snowstorm 
sounds incredibly boring, but it is not; it is gripping. One cares quite a 
bit (all right, some times more, some times a little less) about the characters, 


and how they make out in their situations, and how their selves survive and 
develop. : 


CAVETT, Dick Cavett and Christopher Porterfield Autobiography 
Innarrative and conversation with his roommate, Porterfield, Cavett talks not 
only about some of the famous names he has interviewed--which is very interesting, 
but also . ... about himself and how he feels about a variety of things—-which 
is even more interesting. It reads beautifully—-as if the reader were involved 

in the discourse. The book is twenty years old, but it reads very freshly, 
and I only wish that both of these men were a part of my conversational 
group. Cavett was at one time a stand-up comic, but his humor comes off 
even better in conversation, when he is sometimes acid, sometimes subtle, 
and almost always perceptive and clever. NOVEMBER 


ALL THE PRETTY HORSES, Cormac McCarthy Fiction 

Two [very] young men set off for Mexico--to find adventure and be 
cowboys and assert themselves, and they succeed in some measure in all of 
these pursuits, displaying both foolhardiness and responsibility along the 
way. The story line itself and the sometimes subtle descriptions of Mexico-- 
subtle because there is not an enormous amount of descriptive writing--become 
more interesting as the book moves along, and finally one does want to know 
what becomes of the hero and his sidekick. In that sense, it is appealing. 
My problem--which may be a personal foible--is that the writing is disjointed, 
with sentence fragments all over, and paragraph-long sentences a la Faulkner, 
and skimpy punctuation (no quotation marks at all), and lots of indefinite 
pronoun references. Shelby Foote Says that the novel's hero is the American 
language. Much as I admire Shelby Foote, I do not agree with his assessment. 
However, after struggling with these things for the first third of the book, 


I managed to get past them, and then began to enjoy the book for what the 
writer was telling me. 


READING DECEMBER 1994 


HOW WE DIE, Sherwin B. Nuland Non-fiction 

Nuland (a doctor) covers the medical and physiological aspects of a 
variety of avenues to death--heart problems, eancer, AIDS, accidents, suicide, 
euthanasia, and all of this is extremely interesting, a midget course in medicine. 
The chapter I found the most compelling dealt with old age, and he pointed 
out that no matter how hard we try, we have not been able to prolong life 
indefinitely, nor should we. Dying is part of nature's way of continuing the 
species, replacing the old with the new. He also talks about doctors and 
their attitudes, and this is the part that was really wonderful. He said that 
the training of a doctor, and his mind set, make the puzzle of illness something 
to be dealt with--first through diagnosis, then with treatment, and cure, 
and when the cure is not going to work, the doctor is so frustrated that 
he, in effect, abandons the patient. Nuland's own view of all this has altered 
with time (or at least that is how I read his comments),~and he now seems 
more at ease with not being able to solve everything. So, he also has a 
discussion about when to abandon treatment, when to decide that the discomfort 
and side effects of treatment may not be worth the result of a short piece 
of extra time. He strikes me as having dealt with a great deal in his career, 
and as maturing a lot in his own attitudes toward his patients. This is not 
a depressing book, but it is a bit hard going, and it is a bit scary. But, 
better to have some of these scary thoughts tempered by realism. I recommend 
this book for anyone who is already middle-aged, and for anyone younger 
who is dealing with an older friend, relative, or what-have-you. 


* THE EIGHT, Katherine Neville Historical fiction mystery 
Neville has developed’ a modern romantic mystery and combined it with 
some historical (medieval) material that is partly fiction but partly accurate 
resulting in a very interesting story line. While somewhat long (600 pages), it 
reads very quickly and it is a lot of fun to get caught up in the pursuit of 
the chess pieces that form tha® central motivation of the action, Although the 
action moves between different time periods, with a different cast of characters, 
it is not hard to follow, and details that might be relevant to the specific setting 


but not to the plot are omitted, which also contributes to a positive flow of the 
narrative, 


*LEONARD BERNSTEIN, A Life, Meryle Secrest Biography 

In spite of the negative review in the NEW YORK TIMES--much of which I 
found to be true, this was a very, very interesting book. I already knew 
that Bernstein was incredibly talented and had done a great deal more than many 
of us could ever even dream of doing, so the exploration of his personna filled 
in some of the gaps. Secrest tells us that he was self-absorbed, and wanted to 
do even more; he feared dying and being forgotten. He was not very self-disciplined. 
There were many liaisons with both men and women, and at one point his wife 
(an absolutely gorgeous woman if the photos are accurate) did separate from 
him, but they later reconciled. I was curious as to how his wife could have 
endured what he put her through--and Secrest gives me the feeling that Felicia 
was aware of his failings and loved him anyway. She died before he did, and 
he appeared (according to Secrest) to be quite devestated by her death. A 
sidelight was about Judson and the world of music as it was affected by business-- 
very interesting. Secrest needed a better editor to tidy up the construction, 


and to even out the date-hopping, but even so, it was an enlightening book 
that I felt very much worth reading. 


READING JANUARY 1995 


**FOX AT THE WOOD'S EDGE, Gale E. Christianson--A Biography of Loren Eiseley 
Loren Eiseley was a poet masquerading as an archaeologist. His prose, 

which dealt with all manner of things, including anthropology, philosophy, 
and man, had a quality which struck me as poetic even before I knew he also 
wrote verse. This biography chronicles his life without leaving me clear as 
to why and how he was capable of the lovely works he wrote. He wags born 
to a split family (his father's second wife), and his mother was not institutionalized 
but seems to have been very disturbed mentally. After about eight years as 
an undergraduate--including some periods of drifting, he settled on archaeology 
in order to earn a living, and he pursued this through field work and study 
until he received his advanced degree. He did not spend a great deal of time 
in the field (in digs), but he secured teaching positions and developed a rather 
large reputation in spite of what could be considered a small amount of actual 
experience. His work on Darwin was somewhat of a turning point (some agreed, 
some did not). He began to publish his prose,. which was partly factual and 
partly philosophical. I never understood how he progressed as far as he did 
in the academic world when he was so disorganized, such a procrastinator, 
and so lax in fulfilling commitments (he had book contracts, which he kept 
changing, or canceling, or not producing)--but all of these lapses did not prevent 
him from producing some marvelous work. His wife--and that was an interesting 
love story--geared her life to what he liked and needed (which included solitude 
rather than a heavy social life), and I believe gave up much of what she would 
have liked in deference to him-~certainly an indication of her devotion. There 
is heavy suggestion that they elected to not have any children because Kiseley 
feared that the insanity in his family might be genetic. This is very interesting 
reading because Christianson is thorough, and because Eiseley is such a wondrous 
subject. Copious notes, further reading, and an index add to the work about 
Eiseley who said of himself, "There are tombs that for my life I would not enter, 
vaults through whose doorways I would not descend, silences that on my deathbed 
I will not break." He does seem to be "a human being shipwrecked on the 
shores of dejection" (dust cover)--and what he has given us certainly came 
at least in part from that dejection. 


WRITTEN BY HERSELF, Jill Ker Conway Book Group 

Here are twenty-five autobiographical pieces taken from what the women 
have written, but each is only about twenty or thirty pages, so that the book 
is a kind of sampler of these ladies. The nature of the excerpt process makes 
the reading a bit choppy. There were really only three or so that made me 
feel I might like to read more by that woman. Still, I have had a nodding 
acquaintance with their work which I would otherwise have missed. 


**ENOUGH'S ENOUGH, Calvin Trillin Humorous Essays 
. Trillin has always been good, but this collection appealed to me more than 
the last one I read--maybe I was in a particularly receptive mood. "Enough's 
Enough" is one of his rules of life. "If I've Told You Once" is his comment 


on a time when he had to be away for a few months, left "you people" in charge, 
and when he came back he found an absolute mess-~he left instructions that 

no one was to come back, and here comes Gary Hart, Spiro Agnew, Marcos, 

and soon. "Checking the Spell Check" deals with the fact that his spell-check 
doesn't understand him the way Miss McCardle did, when she was his spell-check 
in fourth grade. I copied the piece about his dentist--the amount of dental 
work Sweeney Todd suggested for Trillin was directly related to Dr. Todd's 

cash flow problems, or a new kitchen. Trillin's fruit-cake theory (that there 

is only one, which has been given and re-given through time) may have been 
suggested by someone in Denver--and Trillin talks about Denver; he hears 

a lot of theories from people in Denver; maybe it's the altitude? These pieces 
are so comfortable, low-key, uncritical, and humorous--they are charming. 


READING LIST FEBRUARY 1995 


DUKE (biography of John Wayne), Mike Tomkies 

Tomkies is a devoted, admiring fan of John Wayne, but even if some 
of this has to be taken with a grain or two of salt, it is nevertheless an inter- 
esting account of Wayne's long movie career. His stance on the kinds of things 
he would participate in in his films appeals to me--more imagination, less visual 
realism between men and women. Basically an airplane book--even though I 
did not take a trip to read it--how could I? DIA isn't open yet. 


AN AMERICAN CHILDHOOD, Annie Dillard Reminiscence (Book Group) 
This book is lovely; some of the blurbs on the cover are really true. 

["Nostalgie without being wistful";- "Combines the child's sense of wonder with 

the adult's intelligence"; "presenting the mundane with inventive freshness."] 

Dillard writes about her '50s childhood in Pittsburgh, and she definitely conveys 

her feelings to the reader, many of which can be shared by the reader in 

a feeling of community if not in actuality. Her mother was a wonderful character-- 

and helped her discover early on that she had her own life to live. 


ORDINARY LOVE and GOOD WILL, Jane Smiley Fiction 
Smiley has two independent novellas here; the first tells of a woman's 
reunion with her grown children, and their explorations of how their parents! 
divorce affected them. The characterizations are fairly good, but I did not 
find this one compelling. The second, however (GOOD WILL), is the story 
of a man who, with his wife and son, has developed a self-sufficient life in 
the country, building their home, growing some food, and bartering some 
work for other necessaries. This story is absolutely chilling, and in spite 
of some foreshadowing, the development is quite surprising. The writing 
is calm and coherent; the story, while coherent, is hardly calm. 


DAVE BARRY TALKS BACK, Dave Barry Essays 

Barry (there is a television show based on him) is a humorist, and as one 
might suspect, some of the columns are very funny, and some not so. Who 
can be funny all the time? This is nice light reading--should be taken a few 
at a time, rather than all at once. 

MARCH 

THE SHIPPING NEWS, E. Annie Proulx Fiction (Book Group) 

Proulx's story was probably all right; the setting was good (Newfoundland, 
shipping, storms--all that was O.K.); I never became interested in the characters-- 
who they were or what happened to them: I resent taking my time to read something 
written by a person who appears to be no more than semi-literate. This work 
diminishes the worth of the Pulitzer &the National Book Award in my eyes. 


My opinion, however, was not shared by most of the members of the book group; 


they thought it very good, and the strange phrasing a form of poetry rather 
than prose. 


THE YELLOW WALLPAPER, Charlotte Perkinds Gilman A Journal 
Published in 1892, this is the journal of a woman whose husband/ doctor 

prescribed (sentenced?) solitude for her because of a "nervous condition." 

What she really wanted was to write, to work, and to have contact with other 

people. Reading about the sorrows of other people usually evokes compassion 

in me, but reading about this woman's "decent into insanity" is absolutely chilling. 

This is a very short- book, and it is well written and gripping. 


of tk 


MARCH 1995 


THE POWER OF MYTH, Joseph Campbell, with Bill Moyers Non-fiction 
These conversations have more to offer than a brief comment can deal 
with: the chapters are on a very wide range, and bring insights both large 
and small to all kinds of topics. I think I was drawn especially to Chapter 
It, "The Journey Inward," in which he talks about myth and religion. He 
said that religion should be positive, and instead of saying, "Bless me Father 
for I have sinned," we might say, "Bless me Father for I have been great." 
Isn't that a wonderful expression! Bible stories are metaphors; the kingdom 
of heaven is within; God transcends explanation; Christian gnosticism is Christ 
consciousness within us; reincarnation is a metaphor; myths are for spiritual 
instruction; religions are addressing social problems rather than mystical experience; 
take life as it is~-what about what we call not good? (pp. 66-7); everyone 
should have his own sacred place; fairy tales are discussed on p. 138; he 
talks about the mother as hero (our own birth; giving birth); developing responsi- 
bility comes during our transformation from dependency to adulthood; he talks 
about hero adventures, and cautions we should not blame or explain but handle 
what arises; take the j ourney (accept the challenge of the adventure) (p. 
160); follow your bliss (p. 148); the idea of virgin birth is Greek Ci, 73 ¥% 
we are all part of the food chain, but now do not eat our own young; shared 
suffering is the beginning of humanity; medieval virtues were temperance, 
courage, love, loyalty, courtesy [respect for society]; marriage differs from 
love affairs in that marriage is a life commitment and the whole is more than 
the two (p. 200); Christianity limited itself (p. 199). Obviously these remarks 
are things that hit me, and do not pretend to be a coherent summary of what 
Campbell and Moyers said. Moyers' big contribution is probably that he elicits 
the best from the people he is interviewing, and he listens well and articulates 
clearly. This is pretty serious, and very interesting. 


APRIL 1995 


WHAT ARE PEOPLE FOR?, Essays by Wendell Berry Book group 

With some interesting commentary about Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner, and 
a variety of other things, these pieces deal largely with the land and how we 
use and abuse it. Berry writes so well that it is a pleasure to read him; the 
things he says are largely on target (his comments about waste, technology, 
and what we loosely call development); I am not sure that I can agree with all 
his solutions because even though they have merit, I think they may be more 
idealistic than realistic. Maybe we could use parts of his ideas. 


THE WIVES OF HENRY VIII, Antonia Fraser Book Group; non-fiction 
Fraser tells us about the six women who married Henry VIII--how they 
were chosen, what they brought to the union, how they were disposed of (and 
why)--and makes them significant as individuals, not just as consorts. The 
process of selecting a queen--not just for Henry, but for all royals--was very 
complex. We are brought into this inner circle by a very interesting narrative 
which sheds some light on what went on during the period of Henry's reign. 
Fraser has written several works on English royalty; this one has copious 
reference sources, and a helpful index. Fraser seems to be a good source 
in this area [English royalty], and the writing is competent, thorough, and 
once in a while laced with some humor. 


MAY 1995 


PRISONERS, Dorothy Bryant Fiction 
Bryant starts this in the form of letters between Sally--a 50 year old activist-- 
and Gary--a 25 year old convict. Inthe middie, Gary is paroled, and comes 
to stay with Sally (and family). Of course the way that this develops is interesting, 
but the thing that struck me about the book is that I wanted to read it through 
to see what happened to the characters even though I-really didn't care much 
for any of them! This is not a very long book, it is a fairly novel approach, 
and I don't know whether I gained any startling insight or not. 


WRITING A WOMAN'S LIFE, Carolyn G. Heilbrun Non-fiction 
"Conventional approaches to chronicling the lives of women have failed to 

capture the essence of the feminine experience." This may be true for what 

Heilbrun has read, but I disagree. She says that women are written about 

as passive, that they are "forbidden to have anger . . . for] the desire for 

power or control over one's life," and that they have been written about only 

as part of a man's life. Again, I disagree. And on page 25, she says "Each 

women" and that just turned me off hopelessly. That is probably the editor's 

lapse, but it meant that I dealt more casually with what may be a good book. 

I lead a charmed life; I find Heilbrun unsettlingly defensive. 


** AMEN: THE DIARY OF RABBI MARTIN SIEGEL, Martin Siegel Non-fiction 
Several different threads are woven into this diary: Siegel's wife's conflicts 

and breakdown are very provocative, and I think Siegel--while completely 
sympathetic--may not be entirely honest about his own role and influence; 
Siegel's views on his job of being a rabbi are very interesting, especially 
when he begins to discuss the part of interpersonal relationships within the 
congregation; Siegel's views on Judaism and religion in relation to the nation-state 
(Israel, America, and so on) are particularly compelling. And so while I see 
some of his personal shortcomings (or what I view as such), I am quite taken 
with a great deal of his discourse. This came out in about 1970 and I would 
like very much to learn where he is now, and what influence he may have 
had on Judaic thought . 


HORSEMAN, PASS BY, Larry McMurtry Fiction 

While this was the basis for the movie "Hud," the hero of the story was 
Lonnie, Hud's half brother, or perhaps Homer, Lonnie's grandfather (and 
Hud's father). It is a western, cattle story, but the action is primarily a 
vehicle for the exploration of the characters. It is very short, but the material 
is covered well in the space allowed, and it is good reading. I think McMurtry 
can weave a tale in an interesting fashion, and it may be that his shorter 
work is better--it is tighter--than his longer, involved, rambling work (LONESOME 
DOVE was very good but over-complicated). This is from 1961--and even 
though I sometimes tire of stories about Texans, I keep reading McMurtry. 


ee ee eee Gary Larson; cartoon collections 
THE CHICKENS ARE RESTLESS  ] é 

These are very imaginative, but many of them are so bizarre that they 
are off-putting. 


READING JUNE 1995 


IT WAS ON FIRE WHEN I LAY DOWN ON IT, Robert Fulghum . Essays 
This is the ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN 

Unitarian minister, and this is as entertaining and touching as the first one 

was, but I think there were a couple of pieces in the "Fire . . ." that are 

more telling, maybe more significant (at least to me) than in "Kindergarten." 

One (of many) answers to the question "What do you do?" is that "I have 

a government job, essential to national security . .. 1am a citizen. Like 

the Supreme Court judges, my job is for life." He says that he is more concerned 

with the meaning in life than the meaning of life, and his business card says, 

"Fulghum." That is his occupation. He also has a piece about the teacher 

of driver education, who is " building a cathedral to the human enterprise," 

as the kids learn both to drive a car and drive a life. And soon... this 


reads very well, and I am glad I came back to its contemplative presentation 
of some fine thoughts. 


DAYS OF GRACE, Arthur Ashe & Arnold Rampersad A Memoir (of Ashe) 
Since I am a fan of Ashe, the material in the book is of interest to me. 
However, I did feel that the "and . . . Arnold Rampersad" was not as good 


a co-author as I might have liked, because the style was not smooth. Ashe's 
attitude came off as being self-important, but that may have been Ra mpersad-- 
although the book was written in the first person. There is certainly a lot 

of what Ashe did that is admirable, and those are the things I take away 

from the book, even though I didn't especially enjoy the reading. 


THE AMERICAN WEST AS LIVING SPACE, Wallace Stegner Lectures 
The material in the book is from the William Cook lectures delivered at 
the University of Michigan in 1986. The three sections are titled "Living Dry," 
"Striking the Rock," and "Variations on a Theme by Crevecoeur." The material 
has to do with the development of the west, the desert quality of the west, 
Western writers, silted up dams, alkali flats, overpopulation--probably the 
themes are not new, but they are so interestingly and convincingly presented 
that they demand--once again--that we listen. 


HOMICIDAL PSYCHO JUNGLE CAT, Bill Watterson Calvin & Hobbes comics 
Each collection of Calvin and Hobbes has some pungent pieces that I would 
like to display but of course I have trouble remembering them. (1) Calvin: "I 
like to verb words . . . I take nouns and adjectives and use them as verbs. 
Remember when access was a thing? Now it's something you do. It got verbed." 
Hobbes: "Maybe we can eventually make language a complete impediment to 
understanding." (2) Calvin: "Mom and Dad say I should make my life an example 
of the principles I believe in but every time I do, they tell me to stop it." 
Hobbes: "I'm not sure that total self-indulgence is really a principle." If 
you miss these in the daily comic strips, be sure to catch up by looking at 
the books. 
JULY 
A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT, Sebastien Japrisot Fiction, book group 
The story engaged me immediately, and the mystery was fascinating; it 
began to wane after a while, and I began to not want any more of the mystery 
explored. Later, it caught me again. The unraveling is not so much the 
solving of a mystery as it is an exploration of how the men reacted to war 
(W.W.I), how the citizens responded, and how Mathilde stuck to her search 
for answers. It is an unusual story, and an unusual format--I must have found 
it fairly good, because I do keep thinking about it, and talking about it even 
as I partly run it down. 


READING JULY 1995 


BOOK, Robert Grudin Fiction 
Although this belongs in the murder (maybe) mystery group (I feel so 

snobbish saying genre), and it is a-good mystery (puzzling, gripping, and 

so on), the real fun to my mind was the occasional throw-away line in the 

text that referred to books, made classical and/or literary allusions, or quoted 

from a make-believe author who was part of the mystery. It is not a comedy* 

work, but it has a lot of places--both situations and language--that made me 

laugh out loud. It was fun to read. *Or is it? 

(THE NEW YORKER says it is a satire--which it is, but sometimes satires are 

not as cleverly humorous as this is.) 


** THE WAY WEST, A.B. Guthrie Historical novel 
When I discovered how much I liked Guthrie via The Big Sky, I decided 
to try this, and it was another positive experience. This work covered the 
movement along the Oregon Trail, and there was some excitement, but more 
than that, the tale held my interest because of the fine writing and the exposition 
of the day-to-day-ness of the people trying to make this move to the west. 
Dick Summers--the mountain man of Big Sky-appears again, and Summers! 
philosophy and reminiscing made the book significant to me. Guthrie also 
talks about change and acceptance (see p. 199 in the paperback) --situations 
with which I am trying very hard to cope as I move along the continuum of 


time. AUGUST 1995 


THE SHINING, Stephen King Horror novel 

Since so many people rave about King, and he has movies made from 
his books, I wanted to see what all the hub-bub was about. Horror stories 
are not exactly my cup of tea, but King grabbed me right from the beginning, 
and the writing was crisp and coherent, with a good development and use 
of suspense. I think I see why people like him. This one is about a youngster 
with second sight, which I find very interesting, and it is a kind of composite 
of Colorado resort hotels (King disowns any real places). Since the movie 
was filmed in Estes Park, it is wonderfully close to home--probably made it 
more appealing to me than as if I were from Florida, and it was a nice diversion. 


THE PSYCHOLOGIST'S GUIDE TO AN ACADEMIC CAREER, Harriet L. Rheingold 
This is exactly what the title says, and no, I am not going to embark 

on this career, but Rheingold was my major professor in college, so I wanted 

to have an autographed copy (which I do) and see what she had to say--which 

is not only good for what it is but also is interesting to read, has a little 

wry humor here and there, and makes some comments that are useful for anyone 

interested in lacing his life with"learning and service." 


SEPTEMBER 1995 

THE SWEETER THE JUICE, Shirlee Taylor Haizlip (Book Group) Family history 

Haizlip embarked on a journey of investigation to try to find the other 
members of her family--some of whom lived as blacks, some as whites. The 
sad part here is the "history of desertion, redemption, and betrayal,” but 
there is no question that the choices her family members made were charged 
with a great deal of feeling about "identity and allegiance." The message here is 
more interesting than I give credit for--the first 100 pages reminded me of 
reading Genesis, and I finally gave up. 


Cd 


READING 


TO LIFE, Harold Kushner 
This almost-spectacular book not only ex 


SEPTEMBER 1995 


plains "sanctuaries in time" 


in Judaism, but also deals with what Jews believe about God, about people, 
about Israel--Kushner covers all kinds of ideas, and there is a chapter on 


"Jews and Christians in Today's World," in wh 


ich he says that "apathy and 


selfishness and a neo-paganism that sees Man as an animal and his every urge 


as legitimate--they are the competition." "The 
are allies, on the same side of that battle." 
inspiring. 


THE WHITE LAND, William Dieter 


church and the synagogue 
The book is both calming and 


In a story about snow and cattle, there is a story about character 
and spirit. The conflict is between two men who react differently--amd 
the reading is good but the going is hard because of the depth of this 


conflict. 
Dieter wrote only four novels, and he said 


he has stopped writing 


because he had said what he wanted to say. The other three are also 


strong,and very good reading. 


THE BLUE HEN'S CHICK, A. B. Guthrie, Jr. 
Guthrie's prose is not like Stegner's, but 


OCTOBER 1995 


Autobiography 
even so, there is something 


about Guthrie that calls Stegner to mind--it may be their love of the West, 

it may be their clarity, it may be something deeper that I am unable to name. 
This autobiography by Guthrie is lovely, sad, humorous, beautiful, and moving. 
He talks about the animals near his home in Montana (his feelings about Montana 
are poetic--) and mentions that the beavers "are like the Corps of Engineers-- 
they cannot stand running water." He talks about movies, and when he was 
writing for them (he wrote the screenplay for "Shane"), and why an author 


Should not do the screenplay for his own work. 


He quoted a dying friend 


as being unwilling to die rather than frightened at the prospect, and the 
friend said, "I don't lie there and think, I just think I'm thinking." Guthrie 


blamed a dentist for his mother's cancer; said i 
(brief, but telling); had a chapter on writing; 
journalism; and felt that times and changes gav 


nteresting things about marriage 
a chapter on newspapers and 
e him regret, not his moving 


from a place and then going back. All in all, this a wonderful book. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND THE SECOND AMERI 
M. McPherson (Author of BATTLE CRY OF FR 


CAN REVOLUTION, James 
EEDOM)--series of essays 


McPherson talks not only about Lincoln and the Civil War--but also what 
Lincoln had in mind, and was trying to do. Branching out, McPherson talks 
about Lincoln's ideas on liberty, and positive and negative liberty, and state 
responsibility or privilege in connection with federal responsibility. McPherson's 


writing is clear; I believe that grasping all of 


these concepts would require 


more than one reading, but the introduction to them is thought provoking 
(to say the least). A sidelight here--in the final essay, he talks about Carl 
Schurz--after whom Cap's high school was named, I believe. 


KK 


READING NOVEMBER 1995 


STONES FROM THE RIVER, Ursula Hegi A Novel 
Although the heroine is a dwarf, many of the characters have something 
about them that is different, and Hegi gives us some insight into how they 
handle their lives. The thread is also the rise of Hitler and the Nazi youth-- 
and that is handled so well that it is very powerful at the same time that it is 
subtle. Suddenly all these things are happening, and "no one knew"--pbut 
in the meantime, people go on living their lives. In spite of the hardships 
and sorrows, people go on, and they endure; sometimes they do so beautifully , 
but sometimes just enduring is magnificent in itself. 


REMEMBERING, Wendell Berry A Novel 

Berry writes of the land, and the past, and what he sees in agriculture-- 
and the changes wrought by what we call agri-business. A few places are 
a little confusing, but in the main, this is a poetic piece, and it opens doors 
for reflection. It is partly sad, but primarily thoughtful. It intrigued me 
that on his plane flight, the woman next to him was reading a book by Stegner, 
and Stegner wrote admiringly of Berry, also. The hero is part of Berry's 
(fictitious) Kentucky town that communicates his feelings about community, 
feelings that are often lost in the way we behave today. 


AFTER THE FORTUNE COOKIES, Ann R. Blakeslee Fiction 
This lovely book for children (10-12 years or so) was written by a friend 

of mine--not only a member of the book group I am in but also a graduate 

of Rockford College. If I were ten, I think I would relate in a completely 

different way to it--gaining early insight into approaching adolescence. As 

it is, the lesson is just as significant as I approach advancing age, because 

the story is about change (not entirely, but a lot of it). The lessons and 

relationships, though, are greeted with more poignancy by me now than they 

would have been back then. Ann brings the same gentle wisdom to this book 

that she does to her life. DECEMBER 


THE SCARLET LETTER, Nathaniel Hawthorne A Novel 
This hardly needs an endorsement from me, but I do wonder why we 
rush to read new things when there are so many good old/older things--which 
we may have read, but also may have missed when we were reading to study 
in school. Not only is this a good story, and a good mystery, but also Hawthorne 
works some marvelous, descriptive, phrases and explanations. It was not clear 
to me why Hester and Arthur waited seven years to make a plan; maybe his 
illness was a precipitating factor? Or Roger's villainy? That's all right--I 
can be glad I read it again, even without knowing the answer to that, 


THE BRIDGES OF MADISON COUNTY, Robert James Waller Fiction 

Rather than rushing into reading this, I waited to see if I stil] wanted to 
give it a try, and I decided I needed to see what everyone got so excited about. 
It is not so bad as I had thought it would be. The story is pleasant enough, and 
the writing is not bad--the thing that bothers me is that people could get so 
excited, and give rave reviews, to what is essentially a romance novel. This must 
be the Jacqueline Suzanne effect--people want to read something that takes them 
away from their lives. 7 


READING JANUARY 1996 


and FEBRUARY 
PRAYING FOR SHEETROCK, Melissa Fay Greene Book group; Non-fiction 


Billed as a book about "racial change in the south," it is also a book about 
the people involved in the change. The documentation is very interesting, and 
the development interesting and painful as well. It is sad~-because the hero turns 
out to be human--and I suppose I was hoping for more, but this makes the whole 
thing completely believable. I would not call this book "wonderful" because 
it is a difficult subject, and once in a while the reading is hard going because 


of the subject matter. But worthwhile? Definitely. The setting is McIntosh 
County, Georgia. 


THE LOUISVILLE STORY, Carolyn Conarroe Non--fiction 

The was part of some research I did for Joanne, and since Louisville is 
near here, this was a piece of Colorado history of interest to me. Platted in 1878, 
the town was incorporated in 1881, and its development rested with the growth 
of coal mines. Mining was the basis of the economy, but the strikes and union 
activity somewhat paralleled what was happening in the southern part of the state 
(although not so severely), and eventually around 1950 coal became uneconomic. 


Most of the people around now think of Louisville as the place where "that spaghetti 
restaurant" is. 


** THE CUNNING MAN, Robertson Davies Fiction, book group 
Perhaps one of the most appealing things about this work is that it was 

Davies' last book, hence written in the wisdom of his advancing years. The hero 
is a doctor; the story covers a long time span, in the form of a case book--partly 
journal, partly doctoral notes, and explores the behavior and situation of his friends, 
family, acquaintances, from love stories to illnesses. There are a couple of mysteries 
in it woven in and out of other situations. And besides the story, there are pieces 
of thought-provoking commentary, and phrases that are wry and humorous and 
clever. I think I found his observations as absorbing as the story line itself. 
Why cunning? One of the explanations was possession of cunning in concealing 
what one's true nature might be, and Davies mentioned cunning in several places, 
but not in the underhanded sense that some of us use the word. The doctor 
was cunning in his perceptions, and shared this cunning with us, the readers. 


THE GOLDEN EGG, Gerald Carson Non-fiction 

"The Personal Income Tax: Where it came from and how it grew," Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1977; 253 pages. This is very interesting, and I only wish I 
could remember the detail that Carson gives us—-the first income tax was designed 
(1861) to collect money for a short war. But over the years it went away, came 
back, was declared unconstitutional, was put into the constitution, and was engineered 
to punish (!) the wealthy and/or the not-wealthy at different times. The IRS has 
grown in size and power as a bureau, and Carson has one chapter detailing its 
functions and arms called "The Biggest Business in the United States." 


** SNOW FALLING ON CEDARS, David: Guterson Fiction, book group 
Although this is a mystery story--which keeps the reader on edge on the who-or- 

how-level, it is also a love story and it also tells us about the internment of the 
Japanese in World War II and about salmon fishing and about all kinds of other things 
in compelling and sensitive language. This is a wonderful book. Some of the philosophical 
comments from the Japanese heroine and her mother are very gripping (enduring, 
accepting, silence; United States' individual ego as contrasted with Japanese attitude 
that by ourselves we are nothing; make no effort to struggle against unresolved 
dilemmas; there is a kind of wisdom that is not acquired in this life) and from the 
widow of the newspaper's founder (her grief was fixed but did not stop her from 
taking pleasure in life; she did not let self-pity overwhelm her), and all in all there 
is a good story that is laced with significant observations, tellingly stated. This 
one deserves its award (Pen Faulkner Award). 


READING MARCH 1996 


100 YEARS, 100 STORIES, George Burns 
This final work has 102 of Burns’ favorite jokes, and each one of them 
makes me think of him. His frequent comment that Gracie would have top billing 


is very endearing, and now--just a short time after the book came out--they 
are together. What a career he gave all of us. 


THE DISPOSSESSED, Geoffrey York Non-fiction 

York gives anecdotal evidence of how the Indians were mistreated, cheated, 
shut out: One part relates to the problems caused by gasoline sniffing, another 
to the ravages of alcoholism, others to the schools and land claims. The pictures 
are very depressing, but at the end he gives some evidence that they are beginning 
to resist or stand up in order to be treated with Some decency .and fairness. After 
all that has been written about our horrible treatment of the Indians, it is interesting 
to read that Canada had some of the same problems--including broken treaties and 
Shoving Indians onto reservations. 

Indians do not understand the anglo notion of private land ownership because 
they view themselves as stewards of the land... bears some thought. 


APRIL 

A MAP OF THE WORLD, Jane Hamilton Metion 

In the opening chapter of this book, one of the children in the care of the heroine 
drowns, and the story goes downhill from there, to the point that I did not think 
I could read it. However, I stayed with it, and the story changes--as do the characters. 
At first blush, the heroine (Alice) cannot cope at all, but she does cope in some guise 
that I do not understand. The child's mother (Theresa) copes in another way, and 
Alice's husband (Howard) in still another way. So even as the events are terrible, 
the story gives us a view of some people trying to handle their lives--and it is partly 
grim, and not very happy, just as it would be were these things to intrude upon 


any of us. The narrative is first person, and it changes from Alice to Howard to 
Alice-~which is not confusing and gives us some perceptions we might not-otherwise have 
had. I am not sure if I "recommend" this book or not--it is not an easy story, and 


I do not yet know if the outcomes are unusually significant. I will see how long it 
Stays with me, and decide later on. 


GLASS PEOPLE, Gail Godwin Fiction 
It was hard for me to figure out if this was a romance novel, poorly written love 
story, or pornography, but if you have any faith in my judgment, skip this one. 


DANCING AT THE RASCAL FAIR, Ivan Doig Fiction 

Two Scottish cousins emigrate to Montana in hopes of striking gold. Instead, 
they become sheep-herders, and in the process of this firmly written story we see 
them mature as they deal with all kinds of adversity and life processes. Since I am 
a big western fan, of course I liked this--not only because the characters were inter- 
esting enough to want to know what happened to them, but also because their develop- 
ment itself was signifcant (to me .. .). Herding sheep through Montana winters 
was a challenge I am fascinated to read about (and glad I do not have to deal with) 
and seeing the people grow and change is arresting. Another plus is that it was 
a much more gripping book than I had anticipated. 


READING APRIL 1996 


FROM TIME TO TIME, Jack Finney Novel 

This sequel to TIME AND’ AGAIN deals more with behavior in an earlier era, 
while TIME AND AGAIN dealt with the physical differences of New York in the 
two time periods. Once again, Simon shifts back and forth between different 
times, and in this time-travel adventure, he deals with the philosophical question 
of whether they ought to go back and forth and do things because they may/ will 
affect future events. It is a rollicking good story, and--if I read it right--has 
a very surprising ending. 


GIRLS TO THE RESCUE, Ed. by Bruce Lansky Fairy tales 

A children's book of tales of clever girls, from around the world, to counteract 
the fairy tales where girls are helpless and simply waiting around for the prince 
to save them. 


7 MAY 


STILL LIFE WITH INSECTS, Brian Kiteley Book group, novel 
Our hero is an entomologist who examines his life at the same time as he 
catalogs his bug-findings. I do not always make the connections, but as he goes 
on, I was struck by his acknowlegment of his diminishing capabilities. This hits 
me in a more significant way than it would his younger readers. The book is 
fairly interesting, although it did not grab me as unusually thought provoking. 


THE LAST SUPPERS, Diane Mott Davidson, "A Culinary Mystery" 
Since Davidson is an Evergreenite, it seemed appropriate to have a shot 
at what she writes. Her work involves a caterer named Goldy, so while she is 
busy solving the murders, she is also busy cooking and catering, and she puts 
recipes in the books along with the story. If you like mysteries and cooking, 
these might appeal to you. I found her style rather high-schoolish ("She click-clacked 
over in her Italian leather heels and put her small hands with their polished red 
nails on my shoulders. An incongruously conservative navy suit hugged her wide 


body . .. "), and the structure of the story on a par with Angela Lansbury 
and "Murder She Wrote." Maybe it is just not my cup of tea. 
JUNE 
** THE ORIGIN OF SATAN, Elaine Pagels Non fiction, Book group 


The title is a bit misleading because she talks about the evolution of how 
people feel about Satan more than the origin itself, but aside from that criticism, 
this book is intensely interesting. One of the prime discussions is a comparison 
of the four synoptic gospels. Rumor has it that she is a thorough scholar who 
has come to some of the wrong conclusions, but I. don't think I came away from 
the book with conclusions as such; I was more interested in all the things she 
brought up. This is hard reading, but the questions it raises--and the things 
that lead to some good discussion, are worth the effort. 

JULY 

IF I DIE IN A COMBAT ZONE, Tim O'Brien Non-fiction, Book group 

This book is clearly written and quickly read and it does not explore or 
explain ALL about the Vietnam war, but it certainly traces the experience and 
thought of one soldier, and the main idea that comes across to me is the deadliness, 
futility, and lack of purpose in that war. How different the underlying feeling 
is from that of WW II. And how sad it makes me-- The author gave very serious 
thought to deserting to Sweden, but at the last minutes did not do so. He did 
not spend the book lamenting this decision, but I wonder how much he wished 
he had done so. 


READING AUGUST 1996 


CORELLI'S MANDOLIN, Louis DeBernieres (436 pages) Fiction, Book Group 
Enthusiastically recommended by someone whose judgment appeals to me, 
I spent the first 300 pages wondering if I would ever get anywhere. The story 
takes place on the Greek island of Cephallonia primarily during World War II, but 
it spans more time than that as the story unfolds. The details of the war are 
engrossing--not so much for campaigns as for the assorted trials, treatments, 
and suffering. The relationship of Pelagia and her father Iannis is warm and 
real; the love story of Pelagia and Corelli is quite tearing, and becomes more so 
at the very end. About the last hundred pages I did indeed become interested 


in the story and the characters--although I'm not sure that the enterprise was 
worth the effort. 


RUSH LIMBAUGH IS A BIG FAT IDIOT, Al Franken ” Comic Relief 
Al Franken takes on the Republican right with some satire that is some- 
times humorous, sometimes a bit too extreme, and sometimes right on the money. 


A CONFEDERACY OF DUNCES, John Kennedy Toole Fiction 

People I know who read this liked it, and thought it very humorous. It is 
pretty obviously humorous, and probably a satire--but I'm not sure about what. 
I had a lot of trouble with the characters because they were so busy being nothing, 
but it is true that it would behoove me to read about people who are different 
from me, and try to understand them. 


HOW AND WHY WE AGE, Leonard Hayflick Non-fiction 

This is so much a reference book that one cannot (or at least I could not) 
sit down and read it all the way through. It deals with all the aspects of aging, 
and efforts to change or control it. The main thing that interests me is not a 
tremendously long life span, but a good life while it is going on, and the author 
does point out that all of the bodily Systems begin to become less efficient as we 
grow older. The degree of efficiency is probably different with everyone (and 
this is assuming one is not afflicted with a namable disease). I believe I will go 
back to my mother's slogan--and try to adapt. 


SEPTEMBER 
AT HOME IN MITFORD, Jan Karon Fiction, Book Group 
What a lovely, loving, low-key story .. . Our hero is an Episcopalian 


minister, who has adventures that might logically confront a minister in a small 
town. There is some romance, some mystery, some dealing with abandoned children 
some illness, some criminal mischief--a little bit of everything, but none of it intol- 
erably dramatic. This is fun to read. (Once in a while the style is a bit sopho- 
moric, but you can get past that pretty easily--it is not obnoxious; in fact, it 

is perhaps part of the humor.) The book ends well--a lot of things are tied up, 
but there is the promise of a future, too, with more to happen. It is fairly light 
weight, but that is O.K. once in a while. The characters are all fairly flat. 
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ALL THE KING'S MEN, Robert Penn Warren Fiction 

Since I had seen the movie of this some years ago, I thought of it as being 
a political novel loosely referring to Huey Long. It is that, but it is a great deal 
more, and it turned out--after a slightly slow start, some excess wordiness, and 
a lot of over-long descriptive sentences--to be a very interesting story about 
the political arena, and the lives of the people involved in it. Yes, there is graft, 
there is double-dealing, there is loyalty with disloyalty; there is also the presentation 
that some good was done for some people, and we learn about the characters and 
how they interacted with one another--through a variety of some real and some 
not-so-real situations. By the end of the story, I wanted very much to find out 
what happened in the action, and what happened to the characters. 


ie oe 


BE 


EK 


READING OCTOBER 1996 


THE CALVIN AND HOBBES TENTH ANNIVERSARY BOOK, Bill Watterson Comics? 
This is probably grouped with comic collections, but I think it might better 
be put in the philosophy section. The Tenth Anniversary book is slightly different 
from the others because it includes some narrative by Watterson about comics in 
general, and his in particular, and this is extremely interesting material. He 
also puts in some material about his cast, his ideas and how they influence the 
strip. As in previous books, Hobbes comes off beautifully. I only wish I could 
remember more of the ideas that hit me so forcefully as I am reading the book. 


THE BOOKMAN'S WAKE, John Dunning Mystery 

-. Another book-dealer-murder-mystery by our pal John Dunning combines 
a mystery story--which is very convoluted, and includes more characters than I 
could keep track of, and a lot of interesting information about books--especially 
old and valuable books. So, this is a kind of laid-back text about the book business. 
That part is certainly as interesting as the murder part. Probably the part that 
intrigued me the most is that Dunning writes with the dialogue and expressions 
of the old time radio shows, similes ala Sam Spade--all that good stuff. This is 
pleasant, relaxing, and goes pretty fast, so it is a kind of rest from some serious 
things I did a while ago. 


LANA, Jane Ellen Wayne Biography 

Ms. Wayne. has written about other movie stars, which books probably also 
shed light on the old star or studio system which was in place when I was growing 
up, and which may also join the ranks of dopey titillation. Private life for the stars 
of that era was more private but no more circumspect than what goes on today. This 
tome is on perhaps a fourth grade level, but even though it is a bit embarrassing 
to admit that I include movie-star-tell-all books in my reading, I throw in that I do 
not read Harlequin novels. 


MINUTES OF THE LEAD PENCIL CLUB, Edited by Bill Henderson Essays 

", . . commentary on how and why to live contraption free in a computer- 
crazed world," but in addition to the humor and the crankiness employed against 
computers, there is a serious undercurrent about the negative effects of current 
gadgetry, primarily the "brain-draining" of our civilization. Is a computer terminal 
for every kid in school and at home really going to produce a better educated 
citizenry? Aid a group that has good social encounters, and skill in relating 
to other people? 


ON THE ROAD, Jack Kerouac 

The first and last chapters gave me the feeling of loose (irresponsible), 
casual (lack of commitment), hippie-ness (no job, here and there with partners), 
and this was published in 1975, which makes me think I missed the crucial period 
for reading it. It was not very interesting to me to read about their planned 
and sometimes executed travels with no apparent goal (not even a goal of "going 
somewhere to have fun"). If I were doing research to understand that time 
period and that mind-set, it would be very helpful. 


PRIVATE DEMONS, Judy Oppenheimer Biography of Shirley Jackson 

Jackson's "The Lottery" is the most powerful short story I have ever read, 
and this biography captures some of that force just in the telling of Jackson's life. 
The biography contains not only the customary data about her life, but also some 
excellent material about her writing--habits, approach, story-models--very well done. 
Her marriage was fraught with problems, but nonetheless solid. She was complex 
and plagued by self-hatred and a host of other issues, and this book gives us some 
of her richness (aided by copious interviews, including with her children). Indexed. 


READING 
NOVEMBER 1996 
THE THIRTEEN CLOCKS, James Thurber 
This is a mixture of a parable, a fairy story, and a poem. It contains 
a prince, a princess, an evil duke, and some magical assistants. It is in a 


sense a children's story, but since it is Thurber, it is not limited to children 
for enjoyment. 


THERE'S TREASURE EVERYWHERE, Bill Watterson Comics 

One assumes this was put out after Watterson stopped doing the daily 
strip, because the copyright date is 1996. This Calvin and Hobbes collection 
is as good as always, but there are a lot of pieces that include the parents 
(sometimes the tiger is the main figure), with some telling one-liners from Calvin's 
mother and father. Ooops, I'm wrong. This is a collection, not a new work, 


WILD SWANS, Jung Chang Non-fiction 
Jung's English is clear, so that while not poetic, her writing is easy to follow. 
This is the remembrance of "three daughters of China," and runs from about 
1930 to 1978 including the grandmother, the mother, and Jung--the daughter. 
The presentation is chronological, has a family tree, a table of events, an index 
and a map--all of which aid in giving the reader a better understanding of the 
communist takeover in China, and the situation under communist rule for 40 
years. It is hard (for me) to comprehend how they could all survive under the 
conditions that prevailed--both mental and physical. Many Chinese did indeed 
commit suicide, but many more did: not, and I admire their endurance. Reading 
this is a bit like studying a text about the period, but it is good reading and 
it deals with a period and a series of events which are now much firmer in my 
mind (all right, all right--I do not remember it all) and this is a compelling 


book. ooops, DECEMBER 1996 


THESE THOUSAND HILLS, A. B. Guthrie, Ir. Fiction 
Guthrie has covered a lot of ground with his western history, and here 
he deals with the cattle kingdom. The novel moves a bit Slowly--like the cattle-- 
in the beginning but does pick up and involve love stories, fights, hardship (snow- 
storms!!), and all the other frontier elements, but Guthrie weaves them in a 
far more satisfying way than many writers. This may not be quite so significant 
as BIG SKY or WAY WEST, but it is another part of the whole story, and is very good. 


CATHERINE CALLED BIRDY, Karen Cushman Fiction 
The make-believe diary for the year 1290 kept by a 14 year old ‘girl gives 

us some notion about the position of young women in the 13th century. Most of 

the entries deal with Catherine's efforts to avoid the suitors her father cooked 

up with some regularity, but there are parts about the landscape and the domestic 

arrangements of the period as well. <A Newberry Honor Book, geared to young 

people, I would not promote this very actively for adult readers. 


$ 


FRANKLY, MY DEAR... , Greene Humor 
A collection of snappy comebacks attributed to well-known people--perhaps 


not always with total accuracy, this would be a marvelous source if I could only 
remember them. The title is from Rhett Butler. 


100 THINGS I'M NOT GOING TO DO NOW THAT I'M OVER 50, Humor 
Wendy Reid Crisp 
Gives the 100 things and a reason why--for example, "I'm not going to 
take my own death seriously; the mastery of three emotions will suffice: grief, for the 
passing of family and friends; compassion, for the deaths of strangers; and humor, for 
my own demise." Some are humorous things, some are thoughtful and worth not 
doing, some I have already made the grade (I do not call only when the rates are low). 


READING 


DAVID BRINKLEY, A MEMOIR, Da 

Brinkley takes us from his 
beginnings of television, and the 
that deals with income tax!! 
there is the sense of talking to him, and he tells ab 
with charm and candor. I never watched 
and now I wonder if I am too late. 


JANUARY 1997 
vid Brinkley 
youth; and his early radio expe 
transitions made by broadcaster 
There is no sense of "first I did th 


Non-fiction; autobiography 
rience, through the 

S, to a last chapter 

is, then I did that"-- 

out things of great interest to me, 

"This Week With David Brinkley," 

This is a wonderful memoir. 


CUPID AND PSYCHE, as told by M. Charlotte Craft 


Mythology 
Attention people with grandchildren: Yes, this is a children's version 
of the Cupid and Psyche story. 


It is a wonderful story, and the illustrations 
are quite impressive (by K. Y. C 


raft), so I am planning to give it to Margaret. 
THE BEAK OF THE FINCH, Jonatha 


n Weiner Non-fiction 


pent twenty years charting Darwin's 
relates their evidence about natural 


Peter and Rosemary Grant have s 
finches on the Galapagos, and this book 


Selection and speciation, and explains agreat deal about evolution. In addition to 
physical evolution, there is evidence of cultural evolution, and of man's specialization 

in despecialization. The book covers more than I really want to know about the finches, 
but the ideas as they relate to man are very interesting. The evolution of all kinds 

of things is my hot topic this year, and the book fits right in. I'm sure the author 
would be happy to know that he is in tune with my thoughts of the moment. 


IT'S A MAGICAL WORLD, Bill Watterson 


Comics 
More good stuff from Watterson. "The secret to enjoying your job is to 
have a hobby that's even worse." "Grownu 


ps can only justify playing outside by 
calling it exercise, doing it when they would 


\ rather not, and. keeping records to 
quantify their performance." "Machines don't make life e 
harassed." 


asier, they make life more 
See, you really have to read these books. 


(Book group) Memoir 

r seli-promoting, but Conway is certainly 
After she left Australia (ROAD FROM COORAIN) 
She went to Harvard and developed a rep i i 


» and going to Rockford College to search the archives!). 
r at Harvard, who was Canadian, and they both went to 


ht at the University of Toronto. When offered the presidency 
of Smith, she accepted--with her husband saying, "It's your turn; we'll go wherever 


you go." In the course of all these endeavors, she worked toward raising awareness 
for the status of women, and succeeded in getting women's salaries and positions 
more equal with those of the men (at the University of Toronto). She sounds. like 

a very interesting person, as does her husband, who gathered a lot of inner strength 


to pursue her goals. FEBRUARY 1997 
RED, HOT, AND BLUE, Smithsonian Salute to the American Musical; Amy Henderson 
and Dwight Blocker Bowers 


(A kind of review) 
This may be a better reference book than something to read straight through, 
but I got engrossed in it--it certainly covers the history and development of American 
musicals (although I notice that Andrew Lloyd Webber is not part of this—-too new? * 
It runs to the revival of "Show Boat" 


~-and Webber has certainly been around longer 
than that). There are pieces about composers, lyricists, singers, dancers--all the 
good stuff!! And one does get a feel for the d 


evelopment of the genre--from reviews 


to and through the use of story and the weaving in of music as part of the story. 


Reading this made me both nostalgic and buoyed. Although I have not seen all of 
the productions it mentions, I definitely missed "Company"-~which seems to be somewhat 
Significant, and was never made into a film.* No, Webber is more opera, I think. 


READING FEBRUARY 1997 


HOW THE IRISH SAVED CIVILIZATION, Thomas Cahill Non-fiction? 
Subtitled "The untold story of Ireland's heroic role Book group 
from the fall of Rome to the Rise of Medieval Europe," this 
book is intensely interesting but it has so many humorous comments that one 
begins to wonder if it is true--or maybe, if part of it is true and part not? 
The basis is that when the hordes were over-running Europe, and especially 
Rome, the Irish holy men and women--since Ireland was unconquered--saved the 
heritage of Western civilization. It seems scholarly, and the whole thing makes 
Sense as Cahill runs through. it; it is written with just enough of a flair to make 
me wonder about its accuracy. | hope it is true because it sheds a light on 
history that I had never thought of before, and it is very engaging. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS, A. Guillaumont _ 
THE SECRET SAYINGS OF JESUS, Robert M. Grant 

Pagels suggested in her book (Origin of Satan) that the Church decided 
on the four gospels--which Christians know as "the Gospels"--on which they could 
found a church, and those are the ones included in the New Testament. The discovery 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls yielded writings which included "the Gospel According 
to Thomas," and it-is not quite like the other Gospels, because it is more the 
Sayings of Jesus rather than the story of Jesus. The first of these books seemed 
to me to be similar to the other Gospels; the second has a great deal of interpretative 
material, which is fine, except that I think that is exactly what it is--interpretative. 
No one at this remove can say for sure what something meant back then, either 
in actuality or derivation. That is all right with me, because I read all of these 
things out of interest rather than out of a devout feeling. My reactions are no 
doubt dictated in part by my upbringing, in part by my reading, and in part by 
my own faith, which does not bear much resemblance to that of a lot of other people. 


In this, as in so many expositions, we can hark back to Karen Armstrong's statement 
that the history of God evolves. 


MARCH 1997 


{SAK DINESEN, The Life and Imagination of a Seducer, by Olga Anastasia Pelensky 
This biography of Isak Dinesen has interesting material in it, presented in 

a not-very-clean or appealing style. For openers, she went by so many names-~all 

of which are used at one time or another in this book--that it is a bit hard to keep 

track of her. She liked being Baroness von Blixen Finecke, and when at length was 

divorced, continued using the title even though the Baron remarried. Some of the 

things in this book were covered in the movie "Out of Africa," and may have been 

in the book she wrote by that title. She was no doubt an interesting character, 

but I am not sure I would have been comfortable with her as a friend. Beryl Markham 

is mentioned, and I find myself confusing the two women at times. 


THE CHRISTMAS TREE, Julie Salamon Fiction 
I saw a blurb for this book at Christmas-time, and thought I would 

get it for Margaret, because it is a children's book . . . but time moved on, and 
I am just now getting around to it. Oh, well, next Christmas. Also, I thought 
it was the real scoop on the Rockefeller Plaza tree, but it is a fictionalized piece. 
It may have some basis in fact, but even if it doesn't, it is a lovely story, and 
my trees here never make it to Rockefeller Plaza, but I feel the same way about 
them as the heroine in the story felt about Tree--her name for The Tree. 


READING MARCH 1997 


*** ENGLISH CREEK, Ivan Doig 


Although this is a sequel to RASCAL FAIR 
the first book to appreciate this on 


Fiction 
, It is not necessary to have read 


e--it is just more fun to follow the history part 
into 1939, the year of this story. Our fifteen year old hero, Jick, is the grandson 


of the main character in the earlier book (earlier in time, but not written earlier—- which 
is interesting in itself), This story starts out moderately enough, and for a while 

one almost wonders if anything is going to happen because the events are modest--but 
the writing and the western-ness of it keep one going. Gradually, a sense of 

mystery and of foreboding comes into play. The tension builds until "the event." 
When it all. winds down, Doig explains the mystery, and then has an afterword 


that brings things up to more current times, so the whole thing is very satisfying. 
Two blurbs on the cover are very true 


: " Doig's prose carries us ..., fulfilling 
and even weakening us with its power." “Deio'sa . ,. language is tender, lyrical, 
and forceful." And Stegner says,"Here is the real Montana... through the eyes 
of a real writer." 


I quote these because unlike most cover blurbs, these are not--to 


me--exaggerations. I thought this book was marvelous, and I cried at some of 
the descriptive passages. 


FIRE IN THE HOLE, Sybil Downing 


Here we have a fictionalized account (emb 
the Colorado coal strike that is Known as the Ludl 


some light on the strike, and it is extremely depressing that at the end, nothing 
very positive happened. The material is limited, and the writing style is geared 
toward, I would guess, maybe ninth or tenth graders. That makes it pretty fast 


reading, and somewhat less than inspiring when you come to it from reading Ivan Doig. 


And while I did like the material, I have read more informative writing in some 
other works. about Ludlow. 


LEADVILLE ARCHITECTURE, Lawrence Von Bamford 


I consider this an interesting and significant addition to the Colorado portion of 
the library, and it happens to be the product of the husband of a friend of mine-—- 


they lived in Evergreen some years ago. The material is very interesting, and 
the pictures that accompany the text are also arresting. There is material in the 


book that struck me as I was reading it, and I probably won't remember it long--but 
some of the people who started their fortunes, started in Leadville (people besides 
H.A.W. Tabor)--Marshall Field, for one, and Boettcher. The pictures of the ice 
palace are impressive--imagine building that place, which had electric lights in 

it frozen in the ice blocks, which lasted less than three months before it melted. 
This is well researched, too, and has an index and an impressive bibliography. 


(Book group) Fiction 
racing a love story, no less) of 
ow Massacre. It certainly sheds 


Non-fiction 


WOE IS I, Patricia O'Conner Reference 
Putnam, 1996, 227 pages, $16.95 


Although basically a reference book ("guide to better English") . 
written with a light touch, so it is fun to read, and there are a couple of things 
that are definitely helpful. The table of contents is slightly vague, but the index 
helps for sorting things out. 

FOLLOW YOUR HEART, Susanna 
Delta, 1996, 204 pages, $9.95 
This is the memoir--in a sense--of 
It includes a confession--but the confession 
also a story of "words unspoken," 
and willful and self-concerned, 


,» this is 


Tamaro (translated from Italian by John Cullen) 
(Book group) Fiction 

an elderly woman to her granddaughter. 

seems not all that shattering to me: it is 

and if the heroine strikes me as somewhat weak 


I have to remember that part of that assessment has to 
do with the era and the circumstances in which she grew up. She is certainly making 


an effort as she nears the end of her life--and she was probably making an effort 
during her life that I simply do not understand. Parts of the narrative are quite 


lovely-—and if I did not see why the confession would "set them both free," maybe 
I missed something. 


ee 


ek 


READING APRIL 1997 


ISHMAEL, Daniel Quinn Novel; book group 
Bantam hardcover 1992; Bantam paper 1995 $11.95; 263 pages 

This is certainly an unusual novel--there are two main characters, one of 
Which is a man and one of Which is not! One of the central themes is that we (man) 
are killing the earth, and the dialogue developed in the book helps to explain 
how things got the way they are. Those make two compelling points--and there are 
more. As when I read The Hundredth Monkey, I am going to try as well as 
I can, and one of the ways to help is to get other people to read this book. 
On different levels, it is interesting, thought-provoking, scary, demanding. 
I think it may even be something we all should read, but it is better written - 
than .a lot of the stuff we "ought" to read, so don't let my suggestion put you off. 
THE LAST TYCOON, F. Seott Fitzgerald 
Scribner's, 1941; 190 pages (bought this at a yard sale) Novel 

Published after Fitzgerald's death, and unfinished, this is nevertheless an 

interesting piece. The story is about movie people (the title refers to a studio magnate-- 
Oh, goodie, a chance to use that word). Wilson, the preface-writer,says this 
is his "most mature work," probably because Fitzgerald deals with an occupation 
and the people it touches rather than with debutantes and parties. Since the book 
is unfinished, the most interesting thing (to me) is that there are notes included, 
Which show some of Fitzgerald's ideas about how the work would progress--and also 
some phrases jotted down (the notes are at the end) indicating, perhaps, an idea 


that occurred to him that sounded good verbally. These thoughts give us a small 
clue about Fitzgerald's developmental process. 


THE COLOR OF WATER, James McBride; New York, 1996, Riverhead Books, 
$unknown; 230 pages. ; Biography 


Although at first the dual-memory style (he goes from his mother's remem- 


because the story he is telling fits in to the story she is telling. One of the 

most astounding things about it is that he did not know anything about his mother's 
background until he was an adult, because she simply refused to tell him anything. 
The remarkable thing about the family is that there were twelve children, and 

they all went to college and many of them to graduate school--this in the context of 
being very pressed financially. The narraative grows on the reader as it moves 
along, and by the end I was pretty much awed by the tale. The title refers to 

the time McBride asked his mother whether God was black or white, and she said 
that God was the color of water--which I find a lovely explanation. This is not SO 
much about interracial relations as it is inter-people and intra-family relations. 


MAY 1997 
THE ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE, A Tapestry of Ages; Fred Maroon; Photo/coffee table 
Introduction by Mark Girouard; Essays by Timothy O'Sullivan; 1987; Thomasson-Grant; 
144 pages. This is a marvelous book which tells us about the homes themselves 
and the development of the country house, and then shows us what they look like 
through Fred's pictures--which are really incredible. Viewing all of the homes 
through the nerrative and the photographs is a wonderful experience. 


LAST ORDERS, Graham Swift; 1996, Alfred Knopf; New York; 295 pages Fiction 
The narrator is: first berson, but he changes with each chapter. This sounds 
as if it would be confusing, and it is at first, but as one moves through the work, 

he becomes acquainted with all of the characters through their recitals of the 
events leading up to the demise of Jack, and their dealing with the disposal of his 
remains ("Last Orders"), The Story is a metaphor of "the journey we ail 

take," and the stories told by the different characters differ--as do the people 


themselves. The recitation is more Significant than the events themselves might 
indicate at first glance. 


KK 
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READING JUNE 1997 


AN AMERICAN REQUIEM, James Ca rroll Memoir 
Boston, New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1996. QPBC $15 +; 279 pages. 
Subtitled "God, My Father, and the War That Came Between Us," I feel that 
the word I want to use is wrenching. James Carroll is the son of Joseph 
Carroll, a Catholic, a former Air Force General, the founder of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency; and James was a Catholic priest, was a dissident during 
the Vietnam War, and is now anauthor, married with two Children. This memoir, 
while not entirely chronologically consistent, is nevertheless not hard to follow, 
and the turmoil that James has with the church, with his father (always yearning 
for his father's approval), with the war . - all of these situations have 
come to our attention before, but not very often with the power of this book, 
that evokes sympathy for the feelings, and anguish for what James Carrol] 


has thought and felt. I feel that I have been through something with James 
Carroll. [Now available in softcover for $12.] 


UNDAUNTED COURAGE, Stephen Ambrose . 

New York, Simon and Schuster, 1996; 474 pages; QPBC $18.95 
Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the opening of the American West is 

the subtitle of this tome, which approaches the exploration of the Louisiana Purchase 

more from Lewis' contribution than from Clark's--although Clark is also a prominent 

player in the book. The purpose of the trip made by Lewis and Clark was 

to find a water, route from the east to the Pacific, and develop commerce with 

Canada (which was British dominated at the time) and with the East. Lewis made 

incredibly elaborate notes about the country's geography and also the flora 

and fauna he found along the way. Lewis was Jefferson's secretary for some 


as this association that made Jefferson well acquainted 


he latter was the very man for the job of roing 
"eross country." The physical part of rowing against the current for most 


of the trip staggers my mind, but that was only one of the many difficulties 
they encountered. Relations with the Indians were another concern of Jefferson, 
and while Lewis did not have violent encounters, he did not manage to establish 
the charming relationship that everyone had hoped for. Upon his return to 

the east, Lewis was Supposed to work on the publication of his journals, but he 
never got them ready for a printer, Jefferson made him Governor of Louisiana 
but he did not acquit himself well in that task, and in a fairly short time he 
committed suicide. There are several proposed reasons behind his depression. 
His journals eventually were published--and while he felt himself a failure on this 
mission, that is not the reality. It was an ineredible trip, and the book--with 

a huge bibliography, copious notes, index, and maps--communicates the flavor 
of the journey in a down-to-earth but thrilling way. 


History-Non-fiction 


JULY 

ANGELA'S ASHES, Frank McCourt Memoir 
New York, Scribner, 1936, QPBC $15+; 364 pages 

Yes, this has poverty as one of its central themes, but it is not as depressing 
as that makes it sound. Regina (in my book group) says it is a story of the 
triumph of the human Spirit. It also has a lot of free associating so that the narrative 
runs on in open-ended sentences which ordinarily drives me mad, but in this book 
does not seem to bother me--maybe because McCourt is saying so much about his 
life and his family with such an economy of words in his writing . 


- ». Thomas 
Cahill (How The Irish Saved Civilization) Says it "is a chronicle of grown-ups 
at the mercy of life and children at the mercy of grown-ups . . ." and I think that 


covers a lot of the ground! The book is filled with horrors but it is also laced 
with humor. The period covered-~MecCourt's youth--ends around 1955, when he 
returns to the United States. Alcoholism is another theme, and a small part is 
that McCourt sometimes steals--because of his father's desertion? But the father 
Seems to care about the family members, in his own way . 
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READING 


SHADOW SONG, Terry Kay 
New York, Pocket Books, $20; 388 pages 

This is a love Story, with some mystical overtones, 
so it covers a lot of bases. I thought the writing was appealing, and the story 
was good, so I enjoyed the book. It was also a nice change from some of the 
heavier things I have been reading of late. I bet myself about half way through 
as to how it would end, and when | turned out to be wrong, I was not annoyed-- 
there was some ambivalence about how it was going to end in the long run. This 
provided some interesting dream material for the next couple of days. 


AUGUST 1997 
Fiction 


and it is also a mystery, 


SEPTEMBER 1997 

RIDE WITH ME, MARIAH MONTANA, Ivan Doig a 
New York, Penguin Books, 1990: 322 pages; $10 (paper) 

Doig continues his history of the MeCaskill- family and the Two Medicine 
Country, plus travels around Montana at the time of its centennial celebration. 
This low-key history/geography lesson about Montana is painless and positive, 
and the McCaskills are engrossing, as they were in the first two books of the 
trilogy. The story itself takes place in about six months, but past deeds are 
woven in in a marvelous way. I wanted to see what happened to/with the characters 
we had met inthe earlier books. The descriptive material is put in almost casually, 
and somehow that makes it even more impressive. Near the end, Doig has some 
pieces that made me weep (as he did in his other work). This book is dedicated 
"To Wallace Stegner; one in a century." What a wonderful combination! 


MONTANA 1948, Larry Watson 

Minneapolis, Milkweed Editions, 1993, $17.95, 
To me this is a Sleeper because I have no 

or heard it talked about; it was recommended 

enough that I read the whole thing in one sitting because I didn't want to stop. 

There are several levels: it is a gripping mystery; it deals with family relationships 

that are far beyond the ordinary; it works at de-sentimentalizing the myth of 

America--"to correct the most dangerous and harmful of our public lies"; it is 

a historical adventure Story; one could go on, because it is full of so many 


things. It certainly makes very good reading. I could hear the glass breaking, 
smell the pickles, and I had a Visceral reaction to going down the stairs . 


Hetion 
180 pages 
t read any reviews, seen any publicity, 
by a far-away friend. It is powerful 


IN THE LAKE OF THE WOODS, Tim O'Brien 
Penguin Books; New York, 1994: 303 pages; $10,95 
While this is a mystery, it is also an exploration of suppressing truth, and 
it relates in part to the My Lai incident in Vietnam. It would be swell to say 
that everything was wrapped up nicely at the end; it wasn't. But, the progress 
of the story leads to such interesting speculation that even the questions lend 
themselves to this kind of positive thought process. The writing is interesting 
and the story is developed around several time frames and hypotheses--and 
it relates to "a thirst for violence" and the possibility that history is ignored. 


Fiction 


Fiction 
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READING OCTOBER 1997 


A DOG OF FLANDERS, Ouida 


Philadelphia, Henry Altemus; date not Shown; 170 pages. Children's story. 
Since I did not read this as a child, I picked it up now. I could hardly 


finish it for the weeping. It is told so simply--is that part of what makes it 
so moving? 


THE LAST RANCH, Sam Bingham ; non-fiction 
New York, Pantheon Books, 1996; $27.50; 348 pages plus source notes and index 
"A Colorado Community and the Coming Desert" is the subtitle, and that gives 
you the clue that there is a lot about water in this book. There is also a lot about 
ranching, neighboring, politics, farming; a whole chapter on AWDI; another on Lamm; 
and while the first part is interesting, the book really picks up in the last third. 
There are indeed ideas, processes, some predictions, but as I sat wallowing in the 
depression accompanying some of the future possibilities, I was encouraged by a 
phrase in the epilogue: "One can only do one's best and pray for forgiveness." 
I would like to live in harmony with the earth, but of course, I can't figure it out 
most of the time, so I hope to adapt, adjust, do the things that seem positive, and 
hope for positive outcomes--and they will certainly be educational! This is a book 
that probably does not sound quite so thrilling as a mystery story, but it is, and 
I think it bears reading not only by people in desert areas, like Colorado, but also 
by people who are trying to live with the world rather than fighting it. 


GUESTS OF THE EMPEROR, Janice Young Brooks 
New York, Ballantine, 1990; $4.99; 436 pages; historical novel 

If you are old enough to remember something about World War II, this will hit you 
(probably) with the same force that it hit me. This is the story of some women who 
were Japanese prisoners ("Guests of the Emperor") for nearly four years. The author 
has spared us a recital of some of the more hideous details--but we can imagine them 
from what she does tell us. The writing is rather straight-ahead, and the effect is 
riveting. In this group captured in Singapore, there were about two hundred, but Brooks 
concentrates on about six of them, and she does so very successfully. 


* A DIFFERENT KIND OF HERO, Ann R. Blakeslee 


New York, Marshall Cavendish, 1997; 143 pages; $14.95; children's fiction 

Mrs. Blakeslee (remember her folks, a compatriot of mine from Rockford 
College, who has lived in Evergreen a comfortably long time) says that this book 
is a thank you to Colorado for the years her family has spent in the Rockies. It 
is a wonderful thank you--even though it is a book for children, it is suspenseful, 
believable, and highly readable. The Setting is a mining camp in the mountains (in 1881), 
and the action deals with the relationship between the hero (Renny--a young boy) 
and his father, and all of the Irish miners arrayed against the Chinese "interlopers." 
I am lucky--since Mrs. Blakeslee is in my book group, I get to hear her talk about 
her ideas, and motivations. 
REMEMBERING LAUGHTER, Wallace Stegner 
New York, Penguin Books, 1996; 152 pages; $10.95; fiction 

Written in 1937--I was six, and had no idea how great Stegner was--this 
has been reprinted now, probably because he has died. Even though I read the cover 
blurbs (Wendell Berry thought it quite grand), the suspense was still present. 
The way the action played out was totally believable, and very very hard. I think this 
is more about the development of the characters than it is about the action itself, 
and once again, Stegner writes with sensitivity about the women--maybe even more 
than about the men. This was Stegner's first published novel, and it is very well 
constructed, but he improved over the years with work that was even better. 


READING DECEMBER 1997 


** THE GEOGRAPHY OF NOWHERE, James Howard Kunstler 

New York, Simon and Shuster, 1993; paperback $11.00: 275 pages plus notes, 
bibliography, and index; non-fiction 

Subtitled "The Rise and Decline of America's Man-Made Landscape," Kunstler 
talks a great deal about towns--how they began, how they developed, and what 
they are now (in the United States). There is a great deal of information and 
comment about cars,suburbs, and architecture--most of it negative, so as one 
reads, there is an increasing feeling of despair: here we are, how on earth 
can we fix it? The final chapter does suggest "better places"; I think that 
his suggestions sound fairly positive, but not very realistic. Even though I 
agree with many of his criticisms about cars, roadways, the attraction of unreality 
(Disney Land), I think there is another side--cars make it possible for me to 
live where I do, and I am trying to find some balance in all of these approaches. 
This is very good reading (there are even a few throw-away humorous lines), 
and I think everyone should spend some time with it, as I felt about ISHMAEL. 


DEAR JAMES, Jon Hassler, 


New York, Ballantine, 1993; paperback $6.99; 422 pages; fiction’ 

While this is a pleasantly told story, with a lovely concluding message of 
forgiveness, it takes far too long for Hassler to set the Stage and develop the 
characters. It took a lot of effort for me to get to the middle; finally, about 
page 200 or so, I began to be interested not in the hero and heroine, but in 
a really unpleasant secondary character--who was not exactly more evil than 
the rest of us, Hassler just emphasized her bad points. By the end of the 
book, we recognize that Hassler has drawn the main female character with good 
points and bad points; in the main, though, his characters tend to be more 
flat than they are round. He brings the story to conclusion--tying up the loose ends. 


art INTO: THIN ATR: Jon Kepsieaaer 

New York, Villard, 1997; $24.95; 291 pages; non-fiction 

A personal accoaunt of the Mount Everest disaster (in 1996), Krakauer was one 
of the climbers. He is a journalist who had always wanted to take part in an 
expedition on Everest, and his magazine (Outside) sponsored him on the trip. 
Eleven people on two teams died--and the two teams were very reputable, but 
conditions on this kind of adventure are at best hazardous-~in the difficulty, the 
weather, the altitude, and so on. The writing is clear, and not mawkish, but 
certainly convinces me that I would want no part of such a climb. He has been 
accused (after the book) of being very hard on the leaders--I did not get that 
feeling. I thought he mentioned some things that were probably mistakes, but 
he also talks about his own failures—-if they were such, and I thought the account 
seemed rather fair to everyone--but totally chilling. I could not stop reading. 


SMILLA'S SENSE OF SNOW, Peter Héeg, translated by Tina Nunnally 

New York, Dell, 1994; 499 pages; originally Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1993; and 
1992 in Danish; mystery 
Although the author is a man, the protagonist--a woman--is quite deftly drawn, 

and since it is written in the first person, I felt that the author must be a woman. 

The translation is clear. The sentences are often incomplete, but the text is not 

in the least incomprehensible. The mystery is certainly that--and even though 

I would not give it an A+, it was grabbing enough that I stayed with it. There 

is a good deal of information about ice and snow, and Greenland--some of -which 

is a bit tedious, but much of which is very interesting. The ending leaves some 

questions not totally resolved--or else I didn't tune in to the resolution completely. 

But that is all right--just makes it more interesting. 


READING JANUARY 1998 


DOGBERT'S MANAGEMENT HANDBOOK, Scott Adams 
New York, Harper Collins, 1996 

A quick once-over shows this to be depressingly accurate about 
business, employers, meaningless babble, all the things Dilbert talks about. 


MORE THAN MANNERS, Letitia Baldridge 
New York, Rawson, 1997, 283 pages 

"Raising today's kids to have kind manners and good hearts," Baldridge 
gives appropriate comments about the way things are today--also a quick once 
over, since I gave it to Pat and Mark regarding Margaret. 


«x IRONS IN THE FIRE, John McPhee - 
New York, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997; $22.00; 216 pages; non-fiction 
These pieces originally appeared in THE NEW YORKER, but bear re-reading 
because they are so interesting. As usual with McPhee, they cover a wide . 
variety of topics--forensic geology, cattle brands, exotic cars, Plymouth Rock , 
scrap tires--and one reads about things in which he thought he had no interest 
because McPhee's writing is so engrossing. 


THE UNREDEEMED CAPTIVE, John Demos 

New York, Vintage, 1995, $13; 316 pages including notes and index; non-fiction 
Subtitled "A family story from early America," this is a strange book. 

The promotions quoted tell us that this is a "portrait of French, English, 

and Indian cultures in the later Puritan period," and we do get a feel for 

the flavor of the cultures, but the story of Eunice (the unredeemed captive) 

is largely conjecture, because she forgot English, and did not communicate 

with the family. A massacre by Indians in Deerfield led to the abduction of (in 1704) 

a group of Puritans, some of whom were later redeemed by the Puritans, except 

for Eunice, who grew up with the Indians, became Ca tholic, married an Indian, 

and had several children. The author tries to give us a feeling for what 

she went through and thought, but all of his comments are questions—-"perhaps 

she thought this . . ." or "did that 2..." so we are never sure about Eunice 

herself.. Her father made an effort to get her back, but she did not want 

to return. The Puritans who stayed with the Indians were originally prisoners, 

but return would be physically very difficult, especially for the youngsters, 

and so some remained captives in that they stayed rather than escaping. This 

is called "an exercise in scrupulous scholarship and imaginative sympathy." 


COLD MOUNTAIN, Charles Frazier 
New York, Atlantic Monthly Press, 1997; $24.00; 356 pages; fiction; National 
Book Award winner ; Thursday Book Group selection 

If this had not been for book group, I might not have stayed with it, 
because I was not captured in the first fifty pages. Then, the story picked 
up, and I began to wonder what the characters would do, and what would happen 
to them. It is a Civil War novel, centered on a (southern) soldier who leaves 
his unit after being wounded; and his girl, who is thrown upon her resources 
and those of another local woman for their survival in the countryside, with 
very little to go on. We follow their adventures as the soldier (Inman) tries to find 
his way back to Ada; and there is a great deal here that is very affecting. 
I made my way beyond the incomplete sentences--which were not so obnoxious as 
in many works-~and the lack of quotation marks,so that I was reading the story 
itself, and much of it did move me. About page 250 I wanted things to move 
more rapidly; I hung on, and the ending did make me glad that I stayed. So, 


some of this is richly written, and some not, and I believe I would call the book 
uneven. 


READING JANUARY 1998 


*** INTO THE WILD, Jon Krakauer 

New York, Anchor (Doubleday), 1996; $12.95: 207 pages; non-fiction 

Promoted on the cover as the saga of Chris McCandless--who went to Alaska 
with the idea of living off the land, this book covers a great deal more. There 
are chapters that talk about Chris! background, and his travels, and finally 
his adventure in Alaska, some of which is supported by journals and some the 
result of conjecture. There are also chapters that deal with other young adven- 
turers, and one chapter is about Krakauer's Alaskan mountain climbing-~not 
just to talk about the climb itself, but about the personal explorations that surround 
these adventures (into the wild). The book is gripping--in presentation and 
in content, and there are some parts that must have been agonizing for Krakauer 


to admit and record. Like Into Thin Air, the book is riveting even though 
we know what the outcome is going to be. 


THINK YOURSELF THIN, Debbie Johnson 
New York, Hyperion, 1996; 209 pages; non-fiction 
No, I have not lost the weight I gained when J quit smoking. What reading 
this book has done, though, is to give me a calmer acceptance of myself the 
way Iam, so J do not think of myself as a fat person. That's something, 
isn't it? I am a thin person who quit smoking--I guess that makes the title accurate. 


LIVING FAITH, Jimmy Carter 


New York, Times Books (Random House), 1996; 256 pages; non-fiction; autobiographica 
When I approached this (at Jodie's request), I thought it would be all 

about Carter's religious views, but it is a recitation of parts of his life and 

sometimes the way his faith affected him. It does not detail his beliefs until 

the end, so the last two chapters were the most revealing, as I was looking for 

what he felt Christianity is. Carter is far more broad-minded and inclusive 

than I had aniticipated--and while he is definitely Christian, he talks about 

other faiths and what they have in common with Christianity. He does not seem 

judgmental about what people often say is the way to believe--the things he 

has done in his life are so wide-ranging one could easily feel guilty for not 

making more of a contribution! But I don't think he intended to convey that 

to his readers. 


FEBRUARY 1998 

MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF GOOD AND EVIL, John Berendt 
New York, Random House, 1994; $25; 388 pages; non-fiction story 

Three years on the best seller list, and proclaimed as basically true with 
a few name changes and such, one wonders if the people in Savannah are happy 
about the whole thing. The descriptions of the layout of the town, and the char- 
acterizations of the people involved, are wonderful. One of the things that interests 
me is that this reads like a work of fiction (like a murder mystery with societal 
overtones)--calls to mind In Cold Blood, which set the tone (I think) for the 
non-fiction novel. I think I might have enjoyed it even more if it had not come 
with so much advance promotion, but it is a good story, and the talk about the 
homes and the collectibles of the protagonist is quite interesting. 


THE BOOK SHOP, Penelope Fitzgerald 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1997 [Great Britain, Gerald Duckworth & Co., 1978]; 
$10; 123 pages; fiction 

A review in ATLANTIC led me to believe that this was going to be humorous; 
it is not my idea of humorous, but it is clearly, economically written, and 
the story is captivating. The fact that the heroine wants to have a bookstore 
in her community makes the idea appealing to me. There are characters in the 


Story to like and to hate. Please don't be sick if I say the book is charming; it is, 
although I got very angry at the greedy, selfish antagonists, 


MARCH 1998 
THE SPIRE, William Golding 


New York, Pocket Cardinal edition, 1966 (Harcourt Brace, 1964); 75¢ (!!); 
214 pages; novel 


This whole story is a metaphor--a priest is driven to supervise the construction 
of a spire rising 400 feet to top off the church. Pride is probably a big part of 
the basis of the story, but I confess that a lot of the metaphorical aspects are lost 


on me. Furthermore, the writing is frequently enigmatic: "His mind knew 
what it knew "; "Why shouldn't he see him as he is?": "he saw what he had 
to do"; "I should have known." 


Unfortunately, these cryptic remarks are not 
explained, at least not in terms that made them clear to me. The construction 


of the spire occupied the entire book, and at the end the priest kept asking 
if the spire had fallen--it only began to break down, before the book ended, 

but the one thing that was clear to me was that the spire would fall--sooner 

rather than later. A great deal of this had to do with the faith of some of 

the characters. I found the book difficult to stay involved in. 


PRIMARY COLORS, Anonymous--"A novel of politics" 
New York, Random House, 1996; $ not shown) 366 pages; Anonymous was later 
identified as Joe Klein, whose prose appears in the NEW YORKER 

After a couple of chapters, I decided that (1) I could read Joe Klein elsewhere, 
and this was not that compelling as far as his style is concerned; (2) 1 somewhat 
knew the story (the presidential election campaign of a southern governor); (3) 
I have heard a lot of sleaze about politics--much of which may be true, so I don't 
need more; (4) there is material in the book (language, sex, intrigue) that is 
supposed to be titillating, but that does not turn me on just now. So I didn't 
finish it. I may even skip the movie, about which I have heard mixed reviews. 


DISAPPOINTMENT WITH GOD, Philip Yancey 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan Publishite” House, 1988; 258 pages; theological 
non-fiction. "Three questions no one asks aloud." 

The questions are: Is God unfair? Is God silent? Is God hidden? This 
is moderately interesting reading; however, those questions happen to be some 
that I have never asked, and I have never been "disappointed" with God. The 
Biblical explorations are especially beneficial for someone like me who has not studied 
the Bible. Otherwise, I felt this was a bit simplistic--maybe even a bit juvenile? 
The author solidified his own beliefs, which is a positive outcome (I think). 


BUILT OF EARTH AND SONG, Marie Romero Cash 
Santa Fe, Red Crane Books, 1993; $14.95; 165 pages; Reference 


What a lovely guide to the churches of northern New Mexico (thank you, Babs). 
Photographs, maps, appendix, glossary, index, bibliography, notes, details, and 
history of over seventy-five churches in the area--this helps us experience "the 


song of the people of the land." Of special interest to me, of course, are the 
churches in the Truchas area. 


QUICKIES from the Children's Department: 

TEDDY BEARS, Helen Exley; A celebration in words and paintings 
TEDDY BEAR QUOTATIONS, Helen Exley, Wendy Trinder 

THE RELATIVES CAME, Ryland and Gammell 


I hiked the teddy bear books very much. The visiting relative book is for very 


very young children--our visiting relatives have much more fun than these people 
did. 


MARCH 1998 


A LESSON BEFORE DYING, Ernest J. Gaines 


New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1993; paper, about $10 (Q.P.B.B.); 256 pages; novel 
Labeled "novel," this reads with such clarity and realism it seems true. It is 

the story of a young man sentenced to be executed, and another young man (Grant) 

who goes to visit the convicted (Jefferson) at the behest of Jefferson's godmother 

to. get Jefferson closer to God, and to stand up like a man and show the others 

that he is not a hog--which the lawyer accused him of being . - a hog, not 

aman. Sounds a bit simplistic, doesn't it. The story develops evenly, we 

folow Grant on his visits, and we see Grant's aunt and a couple of other characters, 

but it is not especially dramatic on the surface; Grant says he himself is not 

a believer, so it is hard for him to see how he can do much for Jefferson. 

We see Grant establish some relationship with Jefferson--quietly and without 

lightning zooming down from the sky. The ending is not a surprise. The 

whole thing is subtle, and when I finished, I was very moved. (I am embarrassed 

to have read something from Oprah's book club--but I guess I shouldn't be. 

That admission is a kind of reverse prejudice on my part--I don't want to read 

the prize books or the "everybody's reading it" books.) 


THE LIFE OF AN ORDINARY WOMAN, Anne Ellis (book group) 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1929; paper, $12.95; 301 pages; autobiography 

Ellis was about 54 when she wrote this, and she says she hopes she remembers 
accurately what she reports from her early years. It doesn't matter if it is 
totally accurateor not--the flavor is definitely there, and the hard work and the 
hardship and the perseverance. Ellis grew up in the early Colorado mining 
towns, moved about a good deal, but during all of the difficult times she read, 
and this interest in finding out about all kinds of things led to her thoughtfulness 
about her own life. The writing reflects someone who is not thoroughly schooled, 
but that gives it a good deal more realism. Sometimes I felt that the chronolgy was 
a little confusing, or that a reference was not entirely clear, but in spite of 


those lapses, I found the narrative very interesting, and a good picture of the 
mining camps as the west developed. 


TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE, Mitch Albom 
New York, Doubleday, 1997; $19.95; 192 pages; non-fiction 

"An old man, a young man, and life's greatest lesson...” 
between Albom and Morrie Schwartz, the teacher who gained national notoriety 
by being interviewed on "Nightline." Schwartz was dying of ALS, and these 
conversations covered things that he felt were important to appreciate living. They 
may not be new comments or lessons, but ‘they are well stated, and the narrative 
is such that no one minds hearing them again. The book is not depressing. 


~~conversations 


THE 2000 YEAR OLD MAN IN THE YEAR 2000, Mel Brooks and Carl Reiner 
(as told to each other) 


New York, Cliff Street Books, 1997; $20.00; 127 pages; humor 

This is a print sequel to a record that came out about 40 years ago dealing 
with the 2000 year old man. I suppose hearing them deliver the material on 
a record would heighten the humor, but it is very good written down, and there 


were several places where I laughed out loud--something I consider a tribute when 
J am sitting reading by myself. 


READING APRIL 1998 


THE HOUSE NEXT DOOR, Anne Rivers Siddons 

New York, Ballantine Books, 1978; $5.99; 282 pages; fiction; mystery-horror 
Here we have a nifty haunted house story that I call an airplane book--good 

reading on an airplane, but I didn't even take a trip, and I enjoyed it. It 

doesn't always have to make sense and it doesn't have deathless prose; it is just 

entertaining reading. 


** THE CACTUS GARDEN, William Dieter 
New York, Atheneum, 1986; $15.95; 226 pages; fiction (our of print) 

This is not a plot-driven novel, it is a character exploration involving four 
siblings who travel cross-country to see their (estranged) father who has had 
a stroke. The dialogue is sometimes a bit choppy rather than smooth-flowing, 
and the parts designed to be the kids' humor does not always come off--because 
we are not part of the family, but the narrative is wonderfully written, clear, 
strong, evocative of all the images that are appropriate. We come to know the 
children (who are all middle-aged, married, with children of their own), and 
their take on their parents (who have been separated for some time) and their 
childhood. This is the fourth of Dieter's novels, and he reported some years 
ago that he has said what he wants to say and so will not write any more. I 
wish he would, because the four he has done are very good. 


KAFKA'S DICK, Alan Bennett 
London, Faber and Faber, 1987; $8.95; 72 pages; playscript 

We are scheduled to see this at Germinal Stage, so I read it to see what it was 
like. It is difficult for me to read plays, and while there is some humor in the play, 
I'm not sure that I got the point. There is discussion about Kafka and his father, 
and there are some other characters who take part as well, including a biographer 
(of Kafka)--I felt that there was a lot of emphasis on whether Kafka's work 
was worthwhile, and perhaps Kafka as a person as well. No doubt there is more 
here than met my eye, but I would not suggest you rush right out for this. 


* THE PERSIAN PICKLE CLUB, Sandra Dallas 

New York, St. Martin's Press, 1995; $20.95; 196 pages; mystery 

Sandra Dallas is more associated in my mind with western non-fiction—- 
historic buildings, western history . . . that sort of thing. This is a complete 
change--and it was much better than I expected it would be. It is light, fast 
reading, not entirely believable, but it has a lot of appeal in its connection 
to small towns as we used to think of them--connections, conviviality, family, 
loyalty. The Persian Pickle Club is a quilting society. One of the attributes 
that strikes me especially is that the narrator talks about all of the ladies in 
the quilting group in a variety of ways--sometimes mentioning what everyone 
dislikes in a certain member, and criticizing the members openly, yet still hanging 
on to the unity of the women in the group. In spite of the frictions, they do 
for one another when the occasion arises. _ 


*k* ALL THE LITTLE LIVE THINGS, Wallace Stegner 

New York, Viking Press, 1967; $5.75 (39¢ at a sale); 345 pages; fiction 
This has been reprinted and is available in soft cover, and I think you should 

all rush out and get it so you can read this marvelous novel. It is about the 
conflict between generations and the openness of one of the characters to all ex per- 
lence . . . and it moves in ways that Stegner did not intend, but it is cleanly 
and powerfully written and is so demanding of attention that I know it will stay 
with me--in thought, if not in detail--for a long time. We cannot avoid the pain 
of living . . . we should not try, because our lives are richer for the hard exper- 
iences, I'm not sure that I would cultivate the pain, but I think we can try to 
make the best of what comes to us. 


MAY 1998 


*** SINATRA! THE SONG IS YOU, A SINGER'S ART: Will Friedwald 
New York, Scribner, 1995; 516 pages (text); consumer discography, index; $32 

This is a comprehensive, intensively researched, thorough, encyclopedic 
presentation of Frank Sinatra's career--musically, not personally; Sinatra as 
artist, not as celebrity. It is divided into periods which indicate how Sinatra 
kept developing, and Friedwald deals with arrangers, orchestrators, musicians-- 
all of Sinatra's musical influences. It is hard to believe that a single performer 
could reinvent his approach over a period of fifty plus years. Sinatra was influen- 
tial in the demise of the big band era because he struck out on his own as a 
solo-singer rather than as the singer with a big band. As television replaced 
the floor-show-with-movies, he made the change from vaudeville type entertainment 
to concert type presentations. 

The best way to get this would be to listen to every recording while reading 
the commentary about it, since Friedwald details what the singer and the arranger 
and the orchestra leader did with each tune. Friedwald also discussed the attributes 
of a lot of the musicians as to how they played, how they did things with and 
for a tune--from the perspective of Sinatra, but with an eye to the whole era, 
how the bands played, and how the arrangers worked. 

Sinatra was a far more perceptive musician than I ever gave him credit for--I 
just thought he sang wonderfully. 


This is a totally serious book, butit reads well, and every now and then 
Friedwald has a little zinger that is cause for a smile. The book is probably 
of more interest to the musician than the layman, but it can be appreciated at 
every level. 


SINATRA, THE ARTIST AND THE MAN, John Lahr 
New York, Random House, 1997; $25---book club; 162 pages 
Lahr did the essay work for this brief and more casual work, and there 
are some 100 pictures included. It is good-~not gossipy like Kitty Kelley's work-- 
but focuses on the image in contrast to the artist (see above). 


(1 finished both of these books about one week before Sinatra died. "Angel Eyes" 
made a good closer to the eulogies.) 
JUNE 1998 

THE CLOISTER WALK, Kathleen Norris 
New York, Riverhead Books, 1996, $12.50; 385 pages 

"Part memoir, part meditation," this is certainly an interesting book--strange, 
in some ways. Norris was on extended residencies at St. John's Abbey in Minnesota, 
and the book deals with meditation on monastic life, and meditation on life in 
general. Much of the writing is perceptive; - some of it begins to grow a 
bit long, but it is not boring, and the things she talks about are fairly universal. 
The main thing (Imust have missed) I wondered about is why she wanted to 
train as an oblate--since she is Protestant . . . and she is married (apparently 
fairly happily). Aside from that, she talked about things I think about, and 
She did talk about the monks, which was very interesting. 


THE CABIN HOME in Garden of Eden, Lucas, Kansas, S. P. Dinsmore 


I don't have any publishing data because this is a pamphlet, and while it 
doesn't qualify as a book, it is so funny, I just had to throw it in. Mr. Dinsmore 
built all of this stuff and much of it is solid concrete--and he has figures and 
scenes from the Bible (with his commentary), a house, the whole Garden of Eden. 


JUNE 1998 


LOVE MEDICINE, Louise Erdrich 
New York, Harper Perennial, 1993; (softcover) $13.00; 367 pages 

If this had not been a choice for our book group, I would not have finished 
it because I did not become engaged in either the writing or the story or the 
characters. I was hoping that the presentation would show me a side of the 
Indians that would argue against the customary stereotype of uneducated, unambitious, 
licentious, drunks. The book is related vignettes, and as the story progressed 
(the characters were mostly members of about three families--all of whose activities 
and lives were closely interwoven), there were occasional glimpses of people 
caring about one another, or trying to do something positive for the family or 
the tribe. The fact that these efforts did not become more influential may be 
the fault of the notion that the only success is white success-—-the Indians may 
indeed have been very successful in their view. Unfortunately, the book simply 
did not grab me. And I did not come away with the deep sorrow of how badly 
white people deal with Indians, which is often the result of our reading about 
Indian lives. 

JULY 


** LARRY'S PARTY, Carol Shields 

New York, Viking (Penguin), 1997; (QPBC, $157); 339 pages 

Shields received a Pulitzer for The Stone Diaries, which I have not read, 
but this is good reading--and sometimes the after-prize-books are not. It is 
a character study and development of our hero (Larry) and the narrative follows 
his life with perceptive comments along the way. The author deals with career 
choices, physical changes as he ages, his marriages, his son--it is far more 
interesting than I am making it sound. The chapter titles highlight the discussion 
(Larry's love, Larry's folks, Larry's work, Larry's words, and so on) and we 
are allowed to share the revelations that come to Larry. He is a landscape archi- 
tect and the use of garden mazes as a metaphor is very inventive. 


HAPPY DAYS WERE HERE AGAIN, William F. Buckley, Jr. (essays) 
New York, Random House, 1993; $25.00: 463 pages 

Subtitled "Reflections of a libertarian journalist," these are Buckley columns 
which are sometimes thought provoking and sometimes irritation inspiring, but 
there is much of what he says with which I can agree, and his writing is always 
a reflection of an intelligent and educated person. The reading is very good--though 
I could not pass a quiz on what he has covered. 


A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, Edward Abbey (Provocative fragments) 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 1989; $7.95; 111 pages 

While the "barbs of wisdom" in the book are often pungent, humorous, 
thought-provoking, incredibly accurate , or something else, Abbey moves from 
accuracy through humor to pretentiousness--which is not new for him. Many 
of these aphorisms are worth remembering and quoting, and many are not. 
("We should restore the practice of dueling. It might improve manners around here.") 


** THE AFRICAN QUEEN, C. S. Forester 

New York, Little Brown, 1935; $9.95; 308 pages 
Because I had seen the movie, it was difficult to read the book without envisioning 

Hepburn and Bogart in the lead roles, but after about one-fourth of the way 
into the narrative, I succeeded in shedding those star-personalities and following 
the character development as Forester presented it. Rosie emerged as incredibly 
strong, assertive, competent; and eventually feminine; Allnutt as competent, 
and small (in stature), and cooperative more than aggressive. The description of the 
trip down the river was wonderfully done, including the assorted hazards. The 
ending differed slightly from that of the movie, and Forester's last words are, 
"Whether or not they lived happily ever after is not easily decided." Good reading! 


vo 
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READING AUGUST 1998 


I'M DANCING AS FAST AS I CAN, Barbara Gordon 
New York, Bantam (paper); c. 1979 (Harper); $2.75; 307 pages 

Gordon's problems dealt with in the book stemmed largely from the use, 
abuse, and total withdrawal of Valium, all encouraged by her therapist. She 
writes about her anxiety, her entrapment by a lover more needy than she (from 
whom she did manage to escape), and her time in a mental hospital with a very 
responsive therapist. She recognizes her good fortune in being assigned to 
a therapist who really helped her. The ups and downs seem very real, and 
her writing communicates a lot of the feeling of her situation--more than a simple 
recital of her comings and goings. The cover blurb is sensational but the story 
is better when the sensationalism is disregarded,or at least down-played. 
AN ELEGY FOR SEPTEMBER, John Nichols 
New York, Henry Holt, 1992; $18.95; 161 pages 

Nichols'-of MILAGRO BEANFIELD fame--story came highly recommended and 
so for me it was a great disappointment. Some of the imagery is well presented, 
but most of the book dwells on the liaison between a middle aged man and a 
college girl. The best thing about it is that it is so short. If the book had 
been mine, I would have stashed it with the pornography. 


THE GEOGRAPHY OF HOPE, Edited by Page Stegner and Mary Stegner 
San Francisco, Sierra Club Books, 1996; paperback, $15.00; 140 pages 

This is a collection of personal tributes from other writers, former students, 
close friends, which were occasioned by Stegner's death. They show "what 
one man has taught us, by his example, about the accountable life; a book about 
what it means to be a responsible, loving, thoughtful constituent of the human 
race." These expressions are beautifully written and are indicative of the influence 
that Stegner's style and self had on people with whom he came in contact. 


** WOBEGON BOY, Garrison Keillor 


2 ok 


New York, Viking, 1997; hardcover, $24.95; 305 pages 

Always entertaining about the Lake Wobegon population, this novel is (at 
least as I remember them) even funnier--a laugh a line. Our hero, John Tollefson, 
goes to New York to manage a public radio station “at a college for academically 


challenged children of financially gifted parents." We learn about his ancestors 
and about his romance with Alida, and near the end, we learn about his family 
as they gather for his father's funeral... No--not a funereal ending, and not 


a disrespectful one, either. The end is perhaps somewhat quieter and more 
reflective, but still laced with a very up-beat approach. SEPTEMBER 1998 


SHANE, Jack Schaefer (Western) 
New York, Bantam Books, 1975 (c. 1949); $3.50; 119 pages 

Since I saw this 1953, four star movie, I kept visualizing Alan Ladd and 
Van Heflin as I read, and then wondered why Robert Redford had never made 
it, say in 1975 or 1980. The writing is not beautiful, it is serviceable, but the 
story is wonderful, and the writing is good enough that all of the characters 
are easy to visualize and the suspense definitely builds. I think the book holds 


up well. 


cor 


READING SEPTEMBER 1998 


THE DEATH OF OUTRAGE, William J. Bennett 

New York, The Free Press (Division of Simon & Schuster); 1998; $20; 154 pages 
Bennett deals with accusations about the president's behavior, the president's 

defenses, Bennett's refutation of the defenses; and then he analyzes the scandals 

and the damage they have done to America. The demeaning of the presidency 

is a cause of great sadness to me, as is the (sometimes) reckless behavior of 

the president, but I did not need Bennett to tell me that. 


THE NOTEBOOK, Nichola Sparks 
New York, Warner Books, 1996; (paper back) $5.99; 213 pages 
Vigorously promoted by the publishers, recommended by several acquaintances, 
this turned out to be pretty much a romance book or what I call an airplane 
book. It was not bad--just not much to recommend it. _The story itself struck 
me as un-surprising. 


ON A DARKLING PLAIN, Wallace Stegner 
New York, Harcourt Brace, 1939. Out of print. 231 pages. 

One of Stegner's early works which (according to a biographer) he asked 
not to be reprinted: Vickers, a Canadian, wounded (but recovered) veteran 
of WW I, goes to homestead in Saskatchewan-~all by himself, with the nearest 
neighbor about five miles away, and the nearest town about forty-five, in an 
effort to think his way into some meaning. He recognizes the comradeship he 
found in the army, but cannot move into civilian comradeship. He wants some 
kind of peace--with or without people. This is a bit slow to get started-—-one 
wonders at the realities of surviving--but he does take to the daughter of the 
neighbor, and begins to feel some kind of companionability with her (even though 
it is from a distance). And then, the flu (1918) strikes, and while he had thought 
that he and his neighboring family could escape it by staying away from everyone, 
a repulsive neighbor contracts it, brings it to the neighbor, and Vickers helps 
them flee to town in order to be closer to assistance. In Whitemud, the whole 
town is involved in the helping and caring--because so many people are stricken. 
People die. Vickers resents the people who carry it, at first, and then realizes 
that there is a lot of meaning in the helping. I think this is not so fantastic 
as some of his later work, but there is certainly some thought involved in the 
contemplation of man's place in the world and among other men. 
(The title is from a poem by Arnold.) 


FIRE AND ICE, Wallace Stegner 

New York, Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1941, Out of print, 214 pages 
Written during the "ongoing debate" over free enterprise here and communist: ”: 

systems abroad, the hero is a not-very-likable young man who is not so much 

angry over being poor as resentful at the way he is treated by those with wealth, 

although he admits to wanting some of what the wealthy have--both goods and power. 

The story moves along, but is not so rich as Stegner's later work. To me, the 

redeeming feature here is that the book is not limited to an argument over economic 

structures but includes the hero's exploration of his own self-ness and development. 


THE THINGS THEY CARRIED, Tim O'Brien 
New York, Penguin, 1990. Paperback; $11.95; 273 pages. 

Although this is a work of fiction dealing with the Vietnam war, it is so 
clearly and powerfully written that it is hard to think of it as fiction. We read 
IF I DIE IN A COMBAT ZONE for book group, and felt that that was extremely 
strong; I think this one is even stronger. One hopes that with these books (and 
also IN THE LAKE OF THE WOODS) O'Brien can . . . well, go on with his life 
and find a little bit of joy . .. Those of us who have not been through this kind 
of experience can grasp it intellectually, maybe even visually, but not emotionally. 


READING OCTOBER 1998 


THE OLD MAN WHO READ LOVE STORIES, Luis Sepulveda 
New York, Harcourt Brace, Harvest Book, 1989: paper, $8.00; 131 pages; 
translated from the Spanish by Peter Bush 
The cover blurb says "gripping and passionate," and I did not find it that 
dramatic. It was, however, a clear translation (which is more than I ean say 
for some of my previous encounters with originally-Spanish works), and though 
the story [which embraces peaceful natives trying to live harmoniously with 
their environment, and a corrupt official making ridiculous efforts to thwart 
them] deals with some serious ideas such as environmentalism and survival, there 
is also some humor--a light touch here and there. Man, animal, ego, sensitivity , 
craft--lots of good things enter into the story. 
THE POTTER'S HOUSE, Wallace Stegner 
Muscatine, Iowa; The Prairie Press; 1938: out of print; 75 pages 
After Rememberin Laughter, Stegner's next three books were more or less 
failures because he was not writing about something that he knew well. This 
one makes pretty depressing reading; it deals with a family of deaf people who 
initially are managing ,but fall into bad times following the father's vasectomy 
(that's pretty simplistic--) . . . the mother feels attacked and cheated because 
they will have no more children. My interest in this stems from my interest 
in Stegner's developing skills--which started pretty strong to begin’ with, but 
which definitely improved later on. 


THE MEANING OF IT ALL, Richard Feynman 

Reading, Massachusetts; Addison-Wesley, Helix Books; BOMC; 133 pages 
Delivered in 1963 as part of the John Danz Lecture Series at the University 

of Washington, the talks deal with "The Uncertainty of Science," "The Uncertainty 

of Values," and "This Unscientific Age." The first two are well organized and 

fairly clear; the third is also fairly clear, but it is not so well organized-—it 

covers a lot of different ideas. Feynman was usually pretty entertaining, so 

even when he was talking about serious topics, he sometimes did so with a light 

touch, I enjoyed reading this, but could not pass a quiz on it. 


CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL, Jack Canfield, Mark Hansen (Essays, short blurbs) 
Deerfield Beach, Florida; Health Communications; 1993. $12 (paper); 294 pages 

"101 Stories to open the heart and rekindle the spirit"--and that is just 
what these pieces do. Another positive feature--great for bedtime reading, because 
they are short, and when you stop, you don't lose track of where you are. 


A GREAT DELIVERANCE, Elizabeth George (Book group selection; mystery) 
New York, Bantam, 1988; Bantam paper, 1989: $6.99; 413 pages 

Since mystery stories are not my main interest, it is difficult for me to judge 
this. It would be better to make comparisons of its appeal on the basis of other 
works. The intrigue is good, the writing okay, the suspense factor fair. 


LANA, Lana Turner (Autobiography) 
New York, Pocket Books, 1982; $3.95; 264 pages 


Lana Turner (born 1921) was and is very attractive, but she does not write very 


well. She thanks people in general for help, but there is no "written with"-—- 
is it possible she wrote the thing herself? At’ any rate, there are interesting 
anecdotes,and the part about her daughter's killing Johnny Stompanato fills 

in some details. She was married seven times, and was never very successful 
at that part of her career. Apparently she really loved Tyrone Power--but he 
was still married to Annabelle. and so she decided to abort their child. Like 
some other famous personalities, she laments the lack of privacy, but she also 
cultivates the glamorous episodes to the hilt. 
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READING 


November 1998 


MRS. DALLOWAY, Virginia Woolf (Book Group selection) 

New York, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1925; paperback; 50¢ (used book store); 296 pgs. 
One day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway shuttles us around her vicinity 

as she prepares for a party. While we are exposed to class and her civilization, 

perhaps more important than what goes on is the process through which Woolf brings 

the thoughts, and actions, of the characters to the reader. This is not any kind 

of thriller; it is an exploration of mind-~stream of consciousness, which may or 

may not appeal to the reader. 


DIVINE SECRETS OF THE YA-YA SISTERHOOD, Rebecca Wells Book group 
New York, Harper, 1996; paperback, $14; 356 pages 

It took me about 140 pages before the book connected with me at all, and 
then I was only moderately interested in what the characters did (or did not 
do). It is partly a tale about four very good (women) friends who grew up 
together and stayed in the same town after marriages and families. I was discon- 
certed by the adolescent tone of some of the dialogue even after the women had 
grown up--maybe that was part of the point, that they did not entirely grow 
up. The second part of the book is the relationship between one of the mothers 
and one of her daughters--how it went off track, and eventually got back on 
track. My take.on this is that I have read it so you do not have to. 


A WRINKLE IN TIME, Madeleine L'Engle (Children's book) 
New York, Bantam Doubleday, 1962; $ unknown; 211 pages 
A friend of mine asked me to discuss this with her, so I read it. It is 
a science fiction story for children which deals with the power of love (only slightly 
more subtly than what I just said). It is NOT a humorous story, but I started 


out laughing hysterically because the first sentence, believe it or not, is "It 
was a dark and stormy night." 


December 1998 


WALLACE STEGNER, Jackson J. Benson (Biography) 
New York, Penguin Books, 1996; $16.95; 422 pages 

Subtitled "His Life and Work," Bénson not only gives details of Stegner's 
life but also deals with the progress of his professional career--which was more 
difficult than might have been imagined, and also very ordered and rich in the 
way Stegner developed his writing projects. Stegner emerges from this book not 
only as an amazing author, but also as a fairly amazing man, and Benson's treatment 
of Stegner makes me a Benson fan now, as well. Well researched, with notes, 


documentation, index, and lists of published materials by Stegner (far more than 
his books). 
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READING 


December 1998 


January 1999 


“The networks are losing share and you sit there reading?” 


* FOUR LETTERS OF LOVE, Niall Williams (Selection for our book group) 
New York, Warner Books, 1998; $13.99; 275 pages (includes reading group 
guides--discussion questions, and Q & A with the author) 

Although it took me a long time to get involved with this, about the middle 
things began to come together better and I did want to see what happened to 
the characters. In the beginning, there are two completely separate paths, 
one told in the first person and one in the third, but after a while the confusion 
sorts out, and I kept the threads separate until the appropriate time. This 
is another piece from Ireland, and I did not envy them the conditions under 
which they existed. I grew angry with the mother, but tried to understand 
her point of view. Some of the phrasing in the book was absolutely marvelous—- 
a sentence here, a phrase there, things that were strikingly well written. 

One of the characters is an artist, and I am not sure I ever moved into his 
head to grasp why he behaved the way he did, but mostly I think this is worth 
reading--maybe partly as an effort to understand the characters' behavior. 


CARE OF THE SOUL, Thomas Moore 1994 Non-fiction January 
New York, Harper Perennial; (1992 Harper Collins);:$14.00; 309 pages incl. notes 

This is a combination of spiritual life and psychology; subtitled "a guide for cul- 
tivating depth and sacredness in everyday life." The part I found most interesting 
said that everything does not need to be fixed-~some of the problems in our 
lives need to be faced and surmounted. There are not so much new avenues 
shown as affirmation of some of the ideas we have waiting in the wings. 


* DRINKING DRY CLOUDS, Gretel Ehrlich Connected short stories 
Santa Barbara, CA; Capra Press, 1991; $9.95; 160 pages 
This begins during the WWII years, and the stories include cowboys, waitresses, 
bartenders, and Japanese-Americans interned at Heart Mountain; Ehrlich returns 
to the characters later on . . . and even though part of the time I was confused 
about who was who, I thought the writing was frequently appealing, and some 
of the characters were as well, so that I cared about finding out about them. 
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January 


“sometimes you Just option it because your gut tells YOU. 
this 1s a book that has to be butchered... 


LAST CHAPTER AND WORSE, Gary Larson; A "Far Side" Collection 
Kansas City, Andrews & McMeel, 1996; $9.95: 110 pages 
While I am more of a Calvin and Hobbes fan, this is worth the time it 
takes to go through--some of the pieces are very very clever (some a bit gross). 


CAN MAN LIVE WITHOUT GOD, Ravi Zacharias 
Dallas, Word Publishing, 1994; softcover, $12.99; 218 pages including notes 
Here is a defense of the Christian faith, but also his answers to God's 


existence~-which is a much broader field, and I don't always agree with his specific 
comments, but I don't feel negative about his position. 


THE CASE FOR CHRIST, Lee Strobel 
Grand Rapids, Michigan (Harper Collins division), Zondervan Publishing (softcover). 
1998; 297 pages including notes and index; $12.99 

Strobel is a journalist, and studied at Yale Law School, but is now a 
teaching pastor; this is Strobel's personal exploration, which is well researched, 
and recounts his conversations with a number of noted authorities as he sought 
evidence that Jesus was the Son of God, It igs his adventure from atheism 


to faith. The book reads clearly--his journalistic background?--and his presentation 
is often convincing. 


A GRIEF OBSERVED, C.S. Lewis 
New York, Bantam Books, 1961; Afterword by Chad Walsh, 1976; softcover; 
$5.99; 151 pages 
Lewis' part of this is a kind of journal set down after his wife's death 
in which he rediscovers his faith--this does not strike me as startling, but 
it is fine . . . The afterword by Walsh is a brief biography of Lewis, and 
that is very interesting. I am almost moved to read some of Lewis' other work-- 
and I am intrigued to note that a volume of the Oxford History of English Literature 
written by Lewis is part of a set that we bought something like forty years 
ago, one of our first serious book purchases together. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437-0339 


READING 


JANUARY 


1999 


FEBRUARY 
1999 


“Stop asking so many questions, or its right back to Books on Tape for you.” 


ANNALS OF THE FORMER WORLD, John McPhee 

New York, Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1998; $35.00; 660 pages plus index. 
McPhee's geologic works have been collected into one volume, and since 

I had read the first four, I only needed to deal with CROSSING THE CRATON, 

describing Nebraska and Colorado--mid-America. The five books are from 

1981, 1983, 1986, 1993, and 1998, and even though I live in Colorado, I think 

I found ASSEMBLING CALIFORNIA the most engrossing. There is a "Narrative 

Table of Contents" which discusses his travels and the writing of the books--that 

is an interesting piece in itself. This is a fine reference book (and the regular 

table of contents sorts out the areas in each of the five books) but it is also 

good reading--McPhee makes virtually everything interesting. 


ROBERT REDFORD, David Downing Biography 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 1982; ($ ?); 224 pages including index and 
filmography (which only goes to 1980) 

While there are lots of lucious pictures, Downing's emphasis is on what 
Redford was trying to accomplish with his films, and so this is not a personal 
biography but a film biography. The comments are very interesting-~partly 
by Downing, but partly quotes from Redford--and the idea that he set out 
to communicate things besides being sexy is realized. 


* VOICES OF SILENCE: 
LIVES OF THE TRAPPISTS TODAY, Frank Bianco Non-fiction; Book Group 
New York, Anchor Books/ Doubleday, 1991 (Paragon); $11.95; 217 pages 

Bianco is a free-lance journalist and photographer, but he pursued a lot 
of other occupations as well. This book is a reaction to and an effort to confront 
and understand the accidental death of one of his sons, and in that he reports 
that it was successful. It also lets the reader in on the lives of some Trappist 
monks--what they do and how they manage it--and in so doing, Bianco also 
gives us some clues about how the monks deal with their own lives. This 
is not easy to read--it is not difficult, because it is clearly written, but it 
demands thought at every turn. I found it interesting, informative, provocative, 
intriguing--all kinds of positive things. I felt it was definitely worth reading. 


READING-- 


MARCH 1999 


- 


* MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA, 
Arthur Golden Novel 
New York, Alfred Knopf, 1997 
$14.95; 434 pages (softcover) 


In one place Golden tells the 
reader about his interviewing of 
Sayuri, and in another place he 
tells the reader that the story 
is all made up. Whichever is the 
case, itis a convincing portrait 
of a geisha, and lets the reader 
in on some very interesting detail. 
Geisha really means artist--and 
he explains the arts that a geisha 
in training must master. The 
story is written in the first person 
of the geisha herself, and this is 
an excellent job of a man presenting 
a story from the woman's point of 
view. The writing is very readable 


and the story is fascinating. 
The time frame is interesting--pre-WW II, and during WW II, with the conclusion taking 


Place after 1955 and comprising a very brief part of the book. The heroine began her 
career under very difficult circumstances—-and she was young when she left home; 
in spite of all kinds of hardships, she definitely made the most of her situation. 


All of these struggles, including competition and jealousy within her community, make 
for a very good story. 


* THE CROW FLIES CROOKED, Jack Kisling 

New York, David McKay Company, 1966; $4.95 fout of print]; 239 pages 
While this may not be a literary masterpiece, it is humorously written and is a 

rousing good tale about the exploits of the citizens of Crying Creek, Colorado. It 

reminded me occasionally of The Monkey Wrench Gang or The Milagro Beanfield War 

when the participants get involved in some outlandish enterprises with appropriate 

outcomes, and the cast includes a wise doctor, a savvy lawyer, a nutty handyman, 

a sheriff, bartender, and so on--but the part that was perhaps the most fun for 

me was that I felt as if Jack were here telling me this story, and I could hear 

and see him on every page. For me, this was a wonderful adventure. 


Novel 


THE MALTESE FALCON, Dashiell Hammett Detective Fiction 
New York, Vintage (Div. of Random House), 1992; $10; 217 pages 
[Copyright 1929 by Alfred A. Knopf; originally published by Knopf, 1930] 

Like most fashions, writing changes, too, and this is written in a style that is 
Clean, straight ahead, and clear--it was great fun to read. Since I had seen the 
movie, I could not drag myself away from imagining the movie players in the parts 
as I was reading, and I feel that the casting was absolutely Superb--Bogart as 
our hero, Greenstreet as the fat man, Lorre as the crafty hanger-on. There was 
also the evil sidekick, and there were a couple of women who were/were not love 
interests--the detective part was the primary story. And even though I knew what 
was going to happen, I loved it--it was not a let-down at all. 


MARCH 1999 


THE FOURTH TURNING, Non-fict. 
William Strauss & Neil Howe 


New York, Broadway Books, 1997 
$15 (softcover); 334 pages plus 
notes and index : 
Subtitled "An American Pro- 
phecy," what this book tells us 
is not what will happen, but that 
something will happen. The 
authors (very interestingly) 
cover the seasons of time and 
life, and the cycles of history in 
the circular passages of time. 
At first blush, the prospects 
seem rather scary; one needs to 
remember, however, that one of 


_— 


Apts. the sure things about existence 
es is change, and if we are aware 
‘T don't have a title yet, or even a subject. A I have is that we will be going through 
the price: twenty-three ninety-five in hardcover.” some change, we might be better 


able to handle it. 
e . 
THE NINE STEPS TO FINANCIAL 
FREEDOM, Suze Orman Non-fiction 
New York, Crown, 1997; I have a 
softcover from Q.P.B.C. and I don't 
remember the price; 273 pages plus 
index. 
Orman has written several books designed to make people more comfortable and 
competent in dealing with their money. She gives a lot of good tips, and her 


writing is conversational and pleasant. I have also seen her on television, and she 
is a good promoter. 


**THE PERFECT STORM, Sebastian Junger True story-- 

New York, W. W. Norton, 1997; softcover; QPBC; 225 pages 
Like Jon Krakauer's adventure stories, this one appeared originally in Outside 

magazine, and (also like Krakauer's) foreknowledge of the outcome does not dim the 
power of the story. Junger's approach reminds me of John McPhee--do I really want 
to know all that much about swordfish, the fishing industry, the fishing fleet (pp.68-9), 
how the boats are built, and how the boats behave in heavy seas? The answer is 
yes because I could not Stop reading about all this, and as wrenching as the story 
is (and it includes some rescue operations, also fascinating), it is compelling. 


APRIL 1999 


"men against the sea" 


**SUNDAY NIGHTS AT SEVEN, Jack Benny & His Daughter Joan 

New York, Warner Books, 1990; $19.95; 302 pages; some photographs 

The parts written by Jack (originally intended for his autobiography) are both 
warm and funny, and talk about his life a little and his career a lot--good stuff, and 
we learn about the on-goingness of his radio show, and how television changed the 
performers when they changed mediums. Joan's part--and she has a great deal of the 
narrative--is extremely revealing—-a little about Jack, but a lot about her. Jack adored 
Mary Livingstone and doted on Joan--and indulged both of them materially. Joan decided 


APRIL £999 


THINGS FALL APART,Chinua Achet 
New York, Anchor Books, 1994; 
$6.95; 209 pages 

This book is deceptively simple; 
it is about "a strong man whose life 
is dominated by fear and anger." 
While African, it shows human 
qualities that are common to most 
men. We get some flavor of custom 
and tribal behaviors in Africa, but 
we also get a feeling for this leade1 
Parts of it are difficult because of 
our lack of familiarity with the 
culture. 


BREATHING LESSONS, Anne Tyler 
New York, Berkley Books, 1989; 
$?;338 pages 

I resist Pulitzer books, but this 
one was good; I also resisted Tyle 
because I didn't like an earlier one 
I had read. The characters were 
clearly delineated--scatterbrained 
wife who tries to "fix" everything; 
patient husband: who tolerates her 


occasional nuttiness; children who don't quite fit her idea of what they should be doing 
Tyler explores ordinary in a way that is appealing and understandable, and the 
reading is quick because the writing is clear and the reader wants to find out how 


the characters manage. 


GRANDMA, I LOVE YOU, Patrick Caton & Deborah Hansen Quotation Collection 

Glendale Heights, Illinois, Great Quotations Publishing Co.; 1998; $5.95; 167 pages 
What a lovely present for my granddaughter to give me--a book filled with 

quotes about how nifty grandmothers are, and how rich the relationship between 


grandmothers and grandchildren. 
GREAT POLITICAL WIT, Bob Dole 


New York, Doubleday, 1998; $16.95; 190 pages 


Humor Collection 


Dole's collection includes bipartisan witticisms—--and some of his own observations-- 
that are both humorous and on the mark about politicians, campaigning, governing, 


defeat, the media, and lots of other things. 


THE ALL OF IT, Jeannette Haien 


New York, Harper Perennial, 1986; $11; 145 pages 


MAY 1999 


Fiction 


What a lovely story--this starts out as a little bit of a mystery, moves 
into a kind of confessional, then develops into a sort of love story--although 


not the romantic kind of love story, 


but the loving kind (if that doesn't make sense, 


read the book). It flows well, and once in a while there is a turn of phrase that 


is wonderful. 


DON'T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF, Richard Carlson 
New York, Hyperion, 1997; paper, $9.95; 246 pages 


Life-style 


"Simple ways to keep the little things from taking over your life"--and 
this gives lots of homey advice about living so that one develops a calmer life. 
People who are at least middle-aged know a lot of this stuff (maybe some don't), 


but it never hurts to be reminded. 
a lot of it out yet. 


Young people probably haven't figured 


TOMCAT IN LOVE, Tim O'Brien 


THE SALON OF APARTMENT 4- fy MAY 1996 


= — . pe, THE REIVERS, Fiction 
es ase at Nu William Faulkner 
‘ Alaceaiccould ts New York, Vintage 

art a hernia fry Ag (paper)1992 [c.1962]; 
: . $13; 305 pages 
—_ Since nearly everyone 

acknowledges that Faulkne 
is some kind of genius, 
why is it that so many 
people do not like/want 
to read his work? This is 
an un-typical Faulkner 
work, which is a good 
story, has some sppealing 
if off-beat characters, and 
does not have the complete 
convoluted style of some o} 
his work. Even so, I 
had trouble staying with 
it, and found it a bit hard 
to follow, until the end, 
when things did begin to 
sort out. One of the idea: 
that struck me was that 
even though some of the 
characters were doing odd 


things, they were often 
self-promoting, but other times conscious of 


in it - 
carry) 4 Fania injuce 
yourself. 


araund all 


behaving in a caring fashion--sometimes s 


reactions and consequences. 


JUNE 

MY ISHMAEL, Daniel Quinn Fiction 
New York, Bantam, 1997; (Paper) $?; 274 pages 

A kind of sequel to ISHMAEL, the conversation this time is between the 
gorilla and a twelve year old girl, whose responses to his questions are very 
mature, and frequently seem too advanced for a young girl. In ISHMAEL much of the 
emphasis was how the world (and people) got the way it is (or they are). This book has 
some ideas for how to deal with some of the situations we have--they talk about education, 
and I am not sure if I agree with what they say or not, but it certainly is interesting, 


as are all of the topics. None of this is going to happen overnight, but it is quite 
thought provoking and the possibilities make good reading. 


THE MEASURE OF OUR DAYS, Jerome Groopman, M.D. 
New York, Viking (Penguin), 1997; (paper) $ ?; 232 pages 

"New beginnings at life's end" indicated that these stories of patients with terminal 
illnesses would give us a lot of clues about how to manage our last days. The material 
is not depressing because it is so clinical; there is sometimes more here than I want to 
know about how the diseases progress. It is interesting but not especially uplifting-- 
or maybe that is just my take on it. 


Non-fiction 


Fiction 
New York, Broadway Books, 1998; $ ?; 347 pages 
I-raced into this because I had read three O'Brien's which I liked, but this one was rather 
disappointing. The first half was a good story even though the characters were less than 
likable ; the second half became more odd, probably more metaphorical, the events less 
gh that I read to the end because I wanted to 


believable; but the whole thing was strong enou 
This one is not about Vietnam, but O'Brien has 


see what happened and how it turned out. 
not left Vietnam behind him, because there is a part about it even in this book. This is one 


I think falls in the category of "I read this so you don't have to." 


KK 


KK 
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a ee tl BITE SIZE EINSTEIN, C iled 
ean TN [tL J | |! | | LET TTT JEL by Jerry Mayer and john Holms 


New York, St. Martin's Press, 1996 
$13.95; 92 pages 
"Quotations on just about everything 
from the greatest mind of the twentiet 
century" And the quotations are 
comprehensive as they fall into art, 
music, ehtics, morality, himself, life, 
vDhilosophy, politics, religion, science, 
social matters, war.and peace-- 
what a consistently thought-provoking 
collection. 

7. AUGUST 


THE GIFTS OF THE JEWS, Thomas 
Cahill; "How a Tribe of Desert 
Nomads Changed the Way Everyone 
Thinks and Feels" [non-fiction , book 
group] New York, Doubleday, 1998 
$23-+; 291 pages including index 
Number Two in "The Hinges of 
History," this book is not only 
extremely interesting (to me) but 
also very readable because of Cahill's 
tone and approach. Nevertheless, 
there is an enormous amount of material to ingest, and I mainly wish that I could keep it 
alt straight and remember it all. Even so, he brings a wonderfully fresh breath to a 
discussion of early Western history--and I want to see later how he deals with the 
Christian contributions. I believe that there are five or six books scheduled for the "Hinges 
series. The shift that Cahill emphasizes is to individuals with unique destinies and with 
hope that "tomorrow can be better than today." (I think this bears some relation to 
Karen Armstrong's book THE HISTORY OF GOD, but Cahill is more readable. ) 


“We have a calendar based on the Look, stationery based 
on the book, an audiotape of the book, and a videotape of the 


movie based on the book, but we don't have the book.” 


IMAGINE THERE'S NO HEAVEN, Compiled by the editors of FREE INQUIRY 
Amherst, NY; Council for Secular Humanism; 1997; 102 pages 

My take on this had nothing to do with heaven. These are essays by secular 
humanists which deal with some semi-religious subjects and some non-religious subjects. 
Since the authors are articulate people, the essays are interesting reading. I did 
feel that I was involved in a conversation that was explanatory more than an effort 
to win me to some way of thought. 


SEPTEMBER 


A WALK IN THE WOODS, Bill Bryson Book group; Non-fiction 
New York, Broadway Books, 1998; $21: 274 pages; "Rediscovering America on the 
Appalachian Trail" 

Bryson approaches this recital with appropriate seriousness, because walking the 
Appalachian Trail is hard, but he also throws in his customary humor--once in a whole 
chapter on bears, and every now and then with a somewhat offhand remark that lightens 
the tone. There is enough information about the Trail to make me feel that I know some- 
thing about it, and to make me know that I do not want to walk it. He has an informative 
piece about hypothermia, and thoughts about weather, getting lost (or not getting lost), 
acknowledging one's attributes and limitations. This is a very good book about the 
Trail that is fun to read. 


SEPTEMBER 1999 


xx LHE READER, Bernhard 
Schlink Fiction ; book 
eroup 
New York, Vintage (Random 
House), 1998; $11; 218 pages 
What an unusual premise 
and equally unusual develop- 
ment-- The story builds 
rather quietly, with some 
opportunity for the reader 
to reflect on the actions that 
are described. This is trans- 
lated from the German by 
Carol Janeway, and it reads 
well~-even if it is not poetic. 
The hero is the hero partly 
because he can read--how 
about that. 


WHITE OLEANDER, Janet Fitch 
% New York, Little, Brown, & Co. 
‘L feel that I have at least one more unpublished novel in me.” | 1999; $ ??; 390 pages. 
: . The dust jacket says that 
this book is about "the central 
** theme of our age: the search for self." That is true, but that is not what caught me 
up in it-- I was captured by the journey of the heroine from one foster home to 4: 
another with their very diverse characters. Written in the first person (which is 
not always successful), the story is completely believable. The writing is straight 
ahead--not especially beautiful, but appropriate to the subject. The story is hard 
and sometimes startling, but I found it quite absorbing. And there is a significant 
comment about identity on page 268: "The damned could be saved... but they 
refused to give up their sins-. . . They would not give them up, even for salvation, 
perfect divine love . . . Without [their] wounds, who were [they]?" 
THE POLAR EXPRESS, Chris Van Alisburg Children's book 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1985; $18.95; no page numbers, but not very long, 
and with grand illustrations by the author. This is a lovely Christmas book 
which received a Caldecott Medal; I got it to give Margaret and read it before 
I sent it. It is the kind of magical Christmas story that I amegilad to have 
in my own Christmas lore department, and I hope Margaret likes it, too. 


THE WHITE HORSES, C. A. Bauer Fiction November 
New York, Pinnacle Books, 1999; $5.99; 411 pages 

Even though I did not finish this, there are a couple of things I wanted 
to throw in my report about it. The author is local, so I wanted to read the book 
and I wanted to like it (!!); I did not finish it because the format was moderately 
confusing (a chapter about one character; another chapter about a second; another 
about a third. . . ); the dialogue among the soldiers did not strike me as being 
authentic; the writing itself struck me as sophomoric. I mentioned all of these things 
to my friendly local bookseller who told me that Bauer had written the book in another 
way for openers, but the publisher had instructed her to "dumb it down." What does 
that say about the reading public? It is a story set in the west, and is probably a 
good yarn. 


HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER'S STONE, J. K. Rowling Children's Fiction 
New York, Scholastic Press, 1997; $16.95; 309 pages 

A fantasy that is a lot of fun; and the illustrations are good, too. I wanted to read 
this to see what all the flap is about, because there are some places that think it should 
not be allowed in school libraries, or that children should not read it. That must be 
because it is about witchcraft and other fights of fancy--but I thought it was pretty 
good, and it reminds me a little of a children's version of Indiana Jones adventures. 
It did not strike me as objectionable nor does it challenge my faith. 


November 1999 


DREAMS OF MY RUSSIAN SUMMERS 
Andrei Makine (Book Group) 
New York, Arcade, 1995;241 pages 
Translated from the French by 
Geoffrey Strachan Fiction 


This is another stream of consciousness 
work that is easier to follow because 
we have had discussions of that: 
technique in book group. It 
also has shades of Proust in the use of 
memory triggers. The story 
itself is interesting--deals with the sense 
of self and of nation-hood: the writing is 
clear and occasionally has a lovely phrase. 

) : ; | While the work is a trifle strange, there 

“Sorry, Barrington, but you've Jailed to hveup : | are parts of it that strike me 
to the glib promise of your early chapters. _.. . as- haunting. 


THE PILOT'S WIFE, Anita Shreve 

New York, Little Brown, 1998; $13.95; 293 pages 
In the wake of the Egyptian Air crash last week, this is very contemporary reading. 

The Heroine is the wife of a pilot whose plane has exploded near the coast 

of Ireland (this happens on pages 3 to 5, so I am not giving that away). The 

book then deals with her reactions, their daughter's reactions, the investigations 

surrounding the crash--all those things, and it is a kind of mystery, but it is also 

an exploration of "how well can we know another person?" It is clear, fast reading-- 

probably not the best writing ever, but engaging nonetheless. 


THE LIGHT OF FALLING STARS, J. Robert Lennon Fiction 
New York, Riverhead Books, 1997; $13: 307 

Here is another plane crash, but this time the emphasis is on how the residents 
of the town where the plane crashed--and the relatives of the victims--are 
affected. The blurbs on the cover are more glowing than I would have given the 
book; the development moves back and forth among the participants in the 
action so that I became hopelessly confused. Well, not so much confused, as that 
I wanted to find something out before whipping off to the next thing, and that did 
not happen. The writing is passable. I never felt drawn enough to any of the 
characters to invest a great deal of thought and time in the project. 


Fiction 


THE IRON GIANT, Ted Hughes Children's book 
New York, Alfred Knopf, 1968; $4.99; 79 pages 

Oh, all right, but I have to read these before I send them to Margaret, right? 
But I loved this "classic tale which is a powerful tribute to peace on earth." It 
is short, but has a lot of good stuff. Apparently it was used to develop a movie, 
although I did not see it. 

December 1999 

SACRED DUST, David Hill Novel 
New York, Delta/Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1996; $11.95; 388 pages 

Hill deals with an Alabama environment where "people knew their place," and one 
can only hope that the scenario described has changed for the better. There is 
some tolerance shown, but not much. Each character tells his part of the story in 
his own voice, as the chapters are interlaced and the action develops. The writing is 
clear, but. the characters developed so that it is difficult to like any of them even though 
one can perhaps generate a small amount of compassion for their situation. 


' *eeriber 1999 


THE NIXON YEARS, Fred J. Maroon, 
text by Tom Wicker (1969-1974) 
New York, Abbeville Press, 1999; 
229.95; 189 pages + index 

At first blush this seems like a 
coffee table book with wonderful photo- 
graphs (by Maroon) and identifications 
(by Wicker). The photographs, though, 
are not only very well done but aiso 
unusual--not the customary news picture: 
In addition, the text, while fairly brief, 
gives us some information about the 
Nixon presidency and Watergate that is 
enlightening to younger people, and 
an excellent summary for those of us 
who remember that turbulent period. 
That was probably the beginning of 


; dea the disaffection between the American 
: i = 
Congratulations: Your manuscript was the one milbonth people and their leaders. 

personal memotr submitted to us this year. 


CHARMING BILLY, Alice McDermott . Novel-Book Group 
New York, Delta (Dell/Random House), 1998/1999; $12.95; 243 pages 

Billy's family and friends have gathered to eulogize him, and this is done 
in different voices--which is sometimes confusing--and the memories cover different 
time frames--which is also confusing. This is a currently popular way of writing, but 
1 am not in tune with the form, and I would like an occasional transition that would 
give me some clues about these changes in time and narrator. The way that each 
character related to Billy, and how all these lives were affected, makes a discussion 
of moderate interest that is believable, particularly if one is connected to a large 
family. This is another tale about some Irish people,a few of whom had a drinking 
problem-~no, not a problem, they just pour it in the glass and drink it--and I wonder 
if the Irish are beginning to weary of this alcohol characterization. I have a lot of 
trouble with all the vague pronoun references. January 2000 


** THE PROFESSOR AND THE MADMAN, Simon Winchester Non-fiction 
New York, Harper Perennial, 1999 [Harper Collins 1998]; $13; 242 pages including 
assorted notes and acknowledgments 

"A tale of murder, insanity, and the making of the OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY." 

Winchester recites details of the life of the madman (an American doctor), and 
of the professor (Murray, who began compiling the OED), and how they got 
together--which of course is one of the more interesting parts of the book. The 
development of the OED is the other, and it amazes me that Murray could get 
this project going so well that it was finally finished-—-even though he had died. 
The writing is very straightforward, but the story is really quite astonishing. 


A SECRET AFFAIR, Barbara Taylor Bradford Romance 
New York, Harper Paperbacks, 1996; $5.99; 239 pages 

If you need a little relief from the serious things you are pursuing, here's a pot- 
boiler that reads quickly and takes very little thought. 


YOU CAN GET THERE FROM HERE, Shirley MacLaine Non-fiction 
New York, Bantam, 1976; $1.95; 

This autobiographical work from MacLaine is dated; I had hoped to read about 
her mystical adventures and ideas, but this is too old to deal with those aspects 
of her life. She talks about her early career, and a fair amount about her time 
in China; mostly, it seems to deal with her growing up--although she is still 
working at that, I'm sure, as we all should. 


READING January 2000 


*** MARKING THE SPARROW'S FALL, Wallace Stegner’s American West Non-fiction 


Edited by Page Stegner 
New York, Henry Holt, 1998; $25; 359 pages 

How happy I am that Page Stegner gathered the pieces in this book so that 
we could have one more look at Wallace Stegner's work. While almost everything 
Stegner wrote is outstanding, I am especially drawn to the parts of this book that 
linger on the west and what it means to be a westerner, and ways we need 
to move toward maintaining the west--in our use of land and water and other 
resources. (It becomes apparent that land developers have not embraced these 
ideas.) The last piece--"Genesis"--appeared in WOLF WILLOW, and has stayed in 
my mind since I first read it about 35 years ago--a story so evocative and 


powerfully written that I thought I might freeze to death even as I sat in my 
warm home reading it. Ht 


TEDDY BEAR STORIES for Grown-Ups, Catherine Taylor Fiction 
Here is a wonderful bedtime book--the stories are the right length for 

reading as one gets sleepy. Some are charming, some sad, some a mystery--but 

being a big teddy bear fan, I could enjoy all of them. The last piece details 

the beginnings of the Steiff bear factory. (Thank you for this happy birthday 

present, Regina.) 
I KNOW THIS MUCH‘IS TRUE, Wally Lamb ao ay 
New York, Harper Collins/Regan Books, 1998; $16; 897 pages 

"A gratifying saga of loss and redemption" suggests the scope of this 
book, which has been very highly recommended by people I know [besides by Oprah], 
but even so, trying to deal with the story was overwhelming. The hero is a twin, and 
he leads us through some of their travails, and the other twin is (I believe) schizophrenic-—- 
and the writing itself is all right--readable--but the whole thing is just too long. No 
matter how much interest I tried to cook up for their story, I could not manage it, so 
I did not read the whole thing. If you manage to read it all, let me know what you 
think. I think the book needed a better editor--maybe a more ruthless one? It reads a 


little as if you are having a conversation with the author, but I never managed to 
develop enough caring to stay with it. 


Humor 
AFTER THE BEEP, Jonathan Winters 
New York, Perigee/Putnam, 1989; 
Collected by Jim Smith; $6.95; 128 
pages 
Here is a collection of "pieces" 
or sketches by Jonathan Winters-- 


very inventive, very unusual, very 


Uns Novel 


*** TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD, Harper Le 
New York, Popular Library, 1962,60¢ 
Book group selection, and it is 
amazing how timely this book is. It 
is clear and interestingly written, 
even though the narrator is a six 
year old (in theory). Both the even 
and the phrasing are very gripping. 
I also saw this done on stage (Arvad 
Theatre) and it was true to the book 
and very moving. Prejudice and 
intolerance are addressed on several 
levels. This is still a good book! 


st hly 


Mrs. Dale AR. Patterson 
ies i PO Box 339 
This has merit, but could you go back through °,& ¢ Evergreen, CO 80437 
i? i a) rg . ox fy ae ? 
and add more tikes and ‘you knows? . 


MARCH 2000 


*** THE SEA RUNNERS, Ivan Doig Fiction 

New York, Penguin Books, 1982; (used, $2); 279 pages 

Four Swedes, weary of their indentured servitude to Russians in what 
is now Alaska, circa 1850; steal a canoe and try to make their way down 
the coast to Astoria (in what is now Oregon). The book déals with their 
battles with the elements, the geography, and one another. This is written 
in a different style from some other Doig works; it is sometimes choppy, 
and eliminates a lot of desriptions, but every now and then Doig breaks out 
ina phrase that is extremely apt--startlingly so. By the end of the book, 
I was wet. hungry, sore, cold, filthy, thoughtful, and very tired--especially 
my arms from paddling all that way. (I did not, however, lose the weight 
that they did.) - APRIL 


FAULT LINES, Anne Rivers Siddons Fiction 
New York, Harper Paperbacks, 1995: $6.99; 352 pages 

Siddons is good on airplane books--she keeps us busy enough during 
the trip that we want to polish it off after we arrive. The writing is unsophisticated, 
as is the plot, but there were some mildly interesting parts about earthquakes-—-with 
reference to John McPhee, a sexy chapter near the end, and a fairly satisfying 
denouement. 


ARTHUR ASHE ON TENNIS, Arthur Ashe, with Alexnander McNab Non-fiction 
New York, Avon Books, 1995; $10.00; 145 pages 

Starting with some remembrances of Ashe, the book brings out things 
about tennis that Ashe developed through his life--strokes, strategy, traditions, 
players, psychology, wisdom. Where was this book 40 years ago? 


[I have not read as much in the way of books as I sometimes do, because I spent 
a lot of time catching up on about six months of NEW YORKERs--which had some 
very good stuff . | 

MAY 


ELIZABETH I, Kathryn Lasky -["The Royal Diaries"] Semi-fiction 
New York, Scholastic, -1999;-:, $10.95: 236 pages 

Although this is a book for young people, it is a completely different format 
from the histories’ and materials we have been reading and seeing about Elizabeth 
and Henry VIII--it is purportedly Elizabeth's Diary, and while fiction, it is 
completely believable, and very good reading. My granddaughter selected it 
for me as a book she liked, and thought I would like, too, which I did. 


STRANGE FITS OF PASSION, Anita Shreve Fiction, Book Group 
Shreve is here dealing with domestic abuse, and in developing the story, she 

raises interesting points--stay, go,. hide, confront; characteristics of the abuser 

and the enabler; what kinds of help are available? The story is readable, and 

the narrator confesses to writing about crimes of violence; the narrator is first 

person but is not Shreve named as such. (The blurbs claim that this is "superb" 

writing--I don't know that I would go that far, but it is fine.) 


A GOOD LIFE, Ben Bradlee, ° Autobiography 
New York, Simon and Schuster, 1995; $27.50; 499 pages 

Since I admire the WASHINGTON POST and what has been achieved with the paper, 
I was really looking forward to this book. The first part, though, was a big disappoint- 
ment, because the name-dropping, fraternity pranks, and even the war experiences grew 
rather tedious. However, when the Pentagon Papers part began, and then went to the . 
Watergate part, it became much more interesting, so, I read on. (I guess newspaper 
people should write coherent factual material, not deathless prose.) As Bradlee winds 
down toward retirement, the material reverts to less arresting personal things, which 
did not engage me. 


Tommy Patterson 
i: Bait 25 


JUNE 2000 


MAN Kale 


‘We feel that your female characters are somewhat undeveloped.” 


Fiction, Book Group 
** THE TIE THAT BINDS, Kent Haruf 

New York, Vintage, 1984; $12; 246 pages 

sometimes an author receives best-seller status and assorted awards (for 
PLAINSONG) because the powers that be neglected his earlier work and are 
trying to make up for it. This book is a careful and very readable exploration 
of some people working the land in the high plains of Colorado. While we know 
the very ending of the story from the beginning, we want to read the whole 
thing to follow its evolution--and it is worth it. The characters are clearly 
developed, and the heroine's sacrifices for family quite stunning. There are 
parts of the book that are indescribably moving. 


*** COLORADO, W. H. Jackson, John Fielder; 1870-2000 Non-fiction, photographs 

Englewood, CO,Westcliffe & Colorado Historical Society, 1999; 223 pages 
When this came out it struck me that it was a coffee table book and I really 

didn't need to get it, but Craig and Jamie gave it to me for my birthday, so I 
got to look at the Jackson photographs and their Fielder companion re-photographs, 
all of which were both spectacular and interesting. But in addition, there is text 
by Fielder talking about the mechanics of the enterprise, by Eric Paddock discussing 
Jackson's life and work, by Ed Marston dealing with Colorado history during the 
periods (of special interest--oil shale and water), and by Roderick Nash on a 
biocentric solution to the impact of man on the environment and the planet. The 
text is laced with profound comments: "We seem to feel we can produce our way 
out of everything"; comment on the spending habits of various workers; in 1982 
the state economy and purpose changed from production of hard goods to entertainment; 
some talk about the role of Christianity in environmental problems; "scientists 
may have answers to envircnmental problems but they are not solutions unless 
we change our behavior"; the most serious form of pollution is mind pollution; 
we are exhausting the planet with our own growth. Here we see in print that 
growth is not always good and less is really more. The book is over-size so it is 
not good for bed-time reading, but it is worth a trip to the library to look over it-- 
it is very, very good for looking and for reading. 


Tominy Patterson 
P.O. Box 3¢ 
mvergresn, CO 80427-0339 


Evergreen, CO 80437-0339 


ae 
ws 


TORRY Paty 
P.O. Box 3859 


7* 4 Aire 
PRT Te fo shee jal 
— mt ah AoA fits 
Wea yee! & BT pe ETE t 
aia eee: & Peastteelernlie ET sg rm rith 
: * fiat ae eee 
; i LSE eA ee 
4 


JUNE 2000 


SIX RACY MADAMS OF COLORADO, Caroline Bancroft Non-fiction 
Boulder, Colorado; Johnson Printing, 1965; $4.95; 64 pages 

While the subject matter is interesting (not titillating, because her style is 
much calmer than that), Bancroft writes somewhat casually, in spite of the 
fact that she talks about the research she has conducted. She has written 
a number of booklets about Colorado topics, and I always have the feeling that 
she is not on entirely solid ground. This may be an unfair assessment, but 
I read her books more for the flavor than rock-solid accuracy. 

JULY 2000 

DOC HOLLIDAY, Jonn hiyese Myers 
Lincoln (NE), University of. Nebrask 
Press, 1955; $9.95; 212 pages, + 
index & bibliography 
This is written rather oddly--maybe 
awkwardly would be a better word, 
although it is not grammatically 
unsound. Still, the material is so 
interesting one keeps plodding along 
Myers deals with Doc Holliday, the 
Earp brothers--lawmen, and the 
Clanton gang--not lawmen, and how 
they all ended up at the OK Corral. 
Even so, it is a bit hard to keep 
them all straight, because Myers 
uses different names for the same 
group (cowboys, rustlers, and so 
on) and I was not always sure what 
the reference was. Holliday was 
from Georgia, studied to be a dentis 
and because he had TB, went west, 
where he was sometimes a dentist, 
sometimes a card shark/con man, 
sometimes on the side of the law anc 
sometimes on the side of the bank 
robbers. Myers tries to distinguish 
between legend and fact, but this i: 
often hard to do. Whatever its 
faults, this is a nifty western lore 


book. — 
Fiction 
2 ane QUARTET IN AUTUMN, Barbara Pym 
Your book stinks—qwe want to publish it. New York, Penguin/Plume, 1992[1977]; 
; $12.95; 218 pages 
Very low key, this might be charaac- 
terized as a book where not much 
happens-~and that is true, yet it seems 
very real, and Pym addresses old age, single-ness (loneliness), relationships, "dignity 
in the midst of hopelessness," and responsibility, without being heavy-handed. Pym has 
been favorably compared to Jane Austen. 


SCILED DOVES:, Anne Seagraves; (Prostitution in the Karly West) History 
Hayden, Idaho, Wesanne Publications, 1994; $11.95; 168 pages 

As in much of society, there is a hierarchy among prostitutes--from those in the 
fanciest parlor houses down to the eribs and hog farms. Some of the prostitutes were 
savvy enough to cultivate a lucrative business, some married, and some wore them- 
selves down and out. There are good tales in here, and interesting tidbits--"red 
light district" came from the train crews! leaving their lanterns outside the brothels so 
they could be located in case of emergencies. Sire: sheds light on this part of the 


development in the west. (I also watched "Tombstone" and "Gunfight at the OK Corral" 
so I feel almost a part of the 19th century in the western U.S.) 


oe ok 
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READING AUGUST 2000 
*** WINTER RANGE, Claire Davis Novel 
New York, Picador, 2000; $23; 272 pages 


Very early, the reader is caught up in the story because there is an element 
of mystery in it even though it is not a "mystery story." The characters are 
people the reader either likes or dislikes, and they seem to have a great deal 
of reality in them. The book reads quickly and smoothly:. I am reminded 
of "Genesis" by Stegner in thinking about the cattle in the snow, and of MONTANA 
1948 by Larry Watson in thinking about family relationships. This is a western 
story (and I like that), and it deals with both weather and place as triggers 
of the action. Davis's use of the language sounds authentic ["snugged the 
horse closer, pocketed her feet in the stirrups, chuffing of horses"], and this 
is written by a woman but it does not strike me as a "chicks' book." The 
publisher's synopsis in the front is helpful, and the praise-blurbs on the back 
are not only convincing but also more accurate than usual. 


THE POISONWOOD BIBLE, Barbara Kingsolver Novel 
New York, Harper Collins, 1998; $14 (softcover); 543 pages 

The first 200 pages were agony, but--swayed by the positive comments 
of frierids and the extreme popularity (publicity?) of the work--I determined to 
press on. After those first two chapters, it did begin to improve. I was finally 
developing a feel for the characters (five narrators). In 1960, I knew only some 
names (Lumumba, Mobutu, Devlin)--not whose side was "good," nor the US position. 
So it began to be much more interesting than the efforts of a nut (Nathan Price) 
to convert the Congolese to his view of Christianity. 

It would be great if we could read this book and understand what was 
happening in Africa over the period it covers. That is not possible because she 
does, after all, present her view; but this view is one of many things that should 
contribute to our grasp of the world.(see p. 385). 

I found the geographical and political parts as interesting as the story 
line, although there were some diverting parts in the story also. The narrators 
occasionally came up with a good line ("adrift in a sea of mistaken intentions"; "thrown 
into a war where white skin is on the wrong side;"), and the oldest daughter 
did a wonderful job with malapropisms. Even so, I don't think it was worth the 
effort. 


SUMMER BATTLES, Ann R. Blakeslee: Children's novel 
New York, Marshall Cavendish, 2000; $14.95: 127 pages 

[This was written by my Rockford College friend (the one who lived in Evergreen) 
and came out after her death.] Set in 1926 in Peaceable, Indiana (near Gary), 
the topic is prejudice, the heroine is eleven, and the action includes her grandfather- 
preacher and the Ku Klux Klan--this is a good story, and I think that it is 
age-appropriate (10-13 or so)asit deals with prejudice and tolerance. 


CANADIAN SHORT STORIES IN ENGLISH, Selected by Margaret Atwood & Robert Weaver 

Ontario, Oxford University Press, 1995; 441 pages plus biographical notes & index 
Recommended by a very good friend in a short-story book group, this 

collection does indeed have some riveting stories. The first three impressed 

me so strongly that I rationed them, and I have now used all my ration coupons. 

(I am puzzled as to why the Canadian Short Stories would be noted to be "in 

English." That appears in the title.) 


READING SEPTEMBER 2000 


*** ETHAN FROME, Edith Wharton Novel, book group 

New York, Penguin/Signet, 1987 (1911); $4.95; 133 pages 
Unlike Wharton's customary subject matter--fashionable New York society~- 

this is set in New England, in a very simple and rural area. Known as a 
satirist of society, Wharton here explores some ordinary, isolated people. It is 
partly a love story and partly a development of characters; the writing is clear and 
quite powerful. There is certainly an element of turnabout as cared for becomes 
caretaker, but the control does not seem to shift as the roles change, 


*** 84 CHARING CROSS ROAD, Helene Hanff Correspondence 
New York, Penguin, 1970; $9.95: 97 pages Biography 
Since I had,seen the movie, and enjoyed it a lot, Iwas interested to see how 
the book was set up, and the letters in the book are laced with acerbic wit that 
is.even better than what came through in the film! The writing is wonderful, the 
Story is wonderful, and the idea is: wonderful for anyone who loves books. 


BARN BLIND, Jane Smiley Novel 
New York, Fawcett Columbine, 1980; $12; 218 pages 

This was pretty slow starting, and as the characters began to be identified, I 
wondered what event we were moving toward. Mother, Father, and four kids 
are the family on the farm that is a horse-center, and it is soon clear that the 
other characters are little more than pawns in the mother's quest for horse-perfection. 
There are some things that are never too clear--why is the husband so acquiescent? 
Why does he (as father) not help the children develop in their own way, rather 
than in the mother's way? Why is the mother so demanding and self-centered? 
Probably the fact that this is fairly short (novella?) means that it is not supposed 
to be thoroughly developed. 


*k* WHERE YOU ONCE BELONGED, Kent Haruf Fiction 

New York, Random House/ Vintage Books, 1990/2000; $11.00; 176 pages 
Like THE TIE THAT BINDS, this is engaging early on, and the reader has to 

wonder where the action promised by the foreshadowing is going to lead. The 
characters are believable and clear, and the writing is effective (although Haruf has 
been accused of a brooding style). The hero is a small-town newspaperman, and 
that made me think of Jack Kisling, so of course I was drawn in even more. The book 
is dramatic without being obviously dramatic or cooked up. 


** BEE SEASON, Myla Goldberg 

New York, Doubleday, 2000; $22.95; 274 pages Fiction 

Weird, spooky, and mystical came to mind as I dealt with this story, but as 
{ moved through it, the weirdness of the characters simply contributed to the develop- 
ment, the spooky-ness disappeared, and the mystical was not nearly so important 
as the development of the children. The daughter (Eliza) has been passed over 
for the gifted-talented program and has to live with the idea that she is not very 
smart--which bothers her father a great deal. She becomes very capable at spelling, 
and her father moves into her life in a supportive and sometimes demanding role, 
while her brother Aaron is displaced in the father's time. Aaron, who has had 
a wonderful bar mitzvah, then turns to exploring other avenues (Hare Krishna) in 
an attempt to find other revelations but also to compensate for the sometimes withdrawal 
of his father. The mother is a kleptomaniac, but that does not come out until 
near the end of the story, and her activity (along with the other family dynamics) 
contributes to the wonderful climax of the story. What a beautiful: confidence/maturity 
builder! I also liked a comment on page 86: "God's inherent value is reflected 
in the fact that there are so many doors to choose from." 
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READING OCTOBER 2000 


EAST OF THE MOUNTAINS, David Guterson 
New York, Harcourt, 1999; $14; 277 pages 
The descriptions of the pear and apple country are wonderful, and the 

places where the hero travels--as he contemplates suicide in an effort to avoid a 
lingering death from colon cancer--are so well drawn they are visible in the mind's 
eye. The people Ben meets on his journey add to his grasp of humanity and to 
ours,-~and maybe think of dying not as a burden but as a learning experience? 

I thought SNOW FALLING ON CEDARS (same author) was outstanding, and prefer 
to avoid any comparisons. This book is outstanding in its own quiet way as well. 


THE GOOD BOOK, Peter J. Gomes--Reading the Bible with mind and heart Non-fiction 
New York, William Morrow, 1996; $25: 353 pages plus notes and index 

Peter Gomes is preacher to Harvard University, and has not only credentials 
but also a readable presentation; even so, I have been working on the book for over 
a year. That is not to say it was dull, but to say it was very thought provoking. 
Now that I have finished it, and have some notes and questions, I probably should 
start over again. One chapter--"Hard Texts and Changing Times"--opens the door 
to discussion that suggests there are different ways to take what the Bible says, and 
he talks about things throughout his book that seem to indicate an attitude of stability 
rather than rigidity. Women, homosexuality, race, anti-Semitism, joy, evil, wealth, 
suffering--he just talks about all kinds of things, and he sometimes throws in some 
humor, tempering the scholarly parts with just the right touch. 


Fiction, Book Group 


ISAAC'S STORM, Erik Larson 
New York, Crown, 1999; $25; 273 pages plus notes and index 
Isaac Cline was the head of the Galveston office of the weather bureau at the 

time of the 1900 Galveston hurricane. This account is based on Cline's letters, tele- 
grams, reports, testimony of scores of survivors, and newer understanding of great 
storms. Besides detailing the onset of the storm and how people reacted and dealt 
with it, this tale also deals with the arrogance of some of the participants. It seems 
almost unkind of me to read about the ordeal while I sit in my warm, dry home. 


Non-fiction 


WIMBLEDON A Celebration, John McPhee (Photographs Alfred Eisenstaedt) 
New York, The Viking Press, 1972; 135 pages 

Part of this was originally in the NEW YORKER and part of it appeared in A 
ROOMFUL OF HOVINGS, but this book as a whole only recently came to my attention. 
The parts about the tennis are straight ahead and un-romantic, and very appealing:.-- 
the players he mentions are players I have heard of but was not especially following 
in the sixties. The section about the lawns (managed by Robert Twynam) are straight 
McPhee--can you imagine reading about keeping and tending the lawns of a lawn tennis 
court? McPhee makes you want to. Many photographs--black and white--which are 
striking and strong, and some of the grounds--in color--which are lovely. 


Non-fiction 


LOSING JULIA, Jonathan Hull NOVEMBER 


New York, Delacorte Press, 2000; $24.95; 358 pages 

This came so highly recommended that I was prepared to dislike it, and at 
the beginning--as the times, locales, action, and characters were all mixed up and 
back-and-forth--it was slightly disconcerting. However, I soon tuned in to the way 
it was written (and there are no chapters--just spaces in the text with tiny diamonds 
separating the moods and modes), and decided it would be okay; the more I read, 
the more okay it became, so that before long, I was quite caught up init. There is 
so much contained in the action, and so much that comes through the main characters, 
that the story defies simple description. It is a kind of love story, but it is also 
a story of friendship, aging, learning--lots of things, so it is not fair to categorize 
it too strictly. I found it very affecting. (I. hope this is not made into a movie--I 
do not see how the stuff that is written could be successfully portrayed on screen.) 


Fiction 


ommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437-0339 


READING NOVEMBER 2000 


** FIRST LADIES, Margaret Truman Biography 

New York, Random House, 1995; $25.00; 355 pages plus index 

Searching for something regarding inaugurations, I came across this, and it 
turned out to be interesting reading about presidents' wives. I knew that Margaret 
Truman once tried singing (which didn't work out too well), and she has written 
a whole series of mysteries set in Washington, D.C., plus some other books dealing 
with politics and politicians. In talking about the first ladies, Truman makes some 
comparisons and some judgments as to the characters and operating modes. The 
things she says about the women (and about their husbands, sometimes) give us 
an additional look into their personalities and their trials, and she does all of this 
in a style that is almost chatty--which makes it very readable--but without being petty. 


THE COMPLETE OSCAR WILDE 
New York, Quality Paperback Book 
Club, 1996.861 pages. 

This is wonderful stuff--"The 
Picture of Dorian Gray" is probably 
the best known, but the rest is very 
good reading. Unfortunately, the 
print in this edition is so tiny that 
it does not lend itself to bedtime 
reading, and I did not go through 
it all the way; the book includes not 
only stories, but also plays, poems, 
and soon. "The Selfish Giant" is 
also his work--a great story. 


THE VOYAGE OF THE NARWHAL , 


Andrea Barrett Novel 
New York, W.W. Norton, 1998;$14; 
394 pages 


An exploration and adventure story 
that does some inquiry into. behavior 
and characters, the scene is a little 
eel F bit of Philadelphia and Greenland but 
- a more of the Arctic and the ocean and 
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OVERSKILL, Eugene S. Schwartz Non-fiction 
Chicago, Quadrangle Books, 1971; 338 pages including index 

Schwartz says that science--rather than saving us--is killing us. The presen- 
tation is fair, and one of his themes is that technology does not offer 
complete solutions to problems, and with the partial solutions that are developed, 
there are unintended consequences. The dust jacket suggests that this is on 
a par with Rachel Carson, Paul Ehrlich, and Lewis Mumford--except that this 
book takes up where they left off. I do not disagree with these ideas--I just feel 
as if I am running without getting where I am supposed to go. Maybe I don't have 
to solve everything, if I am at least partially aware of some of the problems. 
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READING 
DECEMBER 2000 


I'M A STRANGER HERE MYSELF, Bill Bryson Essays 
New York, Broadway Books, 1999; 288 pages (about $24). 

Billed as "notes on returning to America after twenty years away," these pieces 
read like newspaper columns so are wonderful for bedtime reading. They are largely 
humorous, with an occasional poignant moment, and they are on topics with which 
almost anyone could identify. I hate to overdo it and tell you it is hysterical, but 
I did find a lot of places in it where I laughed out loud--and I was all alone. 


JANUARY 2001 


THE JUNGLE, Upton Sinclair Novel (book group) 
New York, Signet, 1905.(1990--$5.95); 341 pages - 

Sinclair describes factory life and the horrors of the slaughterhouse and 
the meatpacking industry--and his muckraking exposure of the filthy conditions 
surrounding the product did result in the passage of some pure food laws. 

I had always heard about that aspect of the book, but as I read it now, I am 
more horrified by the conditions under which the immigrants lived and were 
taken advantage of. So, the book is pretty gut-wrenching on several levels. 
Thanks to the comments of Emory Elliott, my attention was called to the pitch 

for Socialism which appears toward the end of the narrative. This work provides 
a great deal of material for discussions, I must say. 


IT WASN'T ALL VELVET, Mel Torme Autobiography 
New York, Viking Penguin, 1988; 384 pages including index and discography 

As a chronicle of his times in the music business--and the period in which 
{ was growing up and listening to the music, this is interesting to me, and maybe 
a little bit personal because I did hear him in person, and Dick played for him. 
Torme had a more difficult time making his name than one might think, since he did 
make a name among a lot of vocalists--and this in the times of Crosby and Sinatra, 
so there was some serious competition. I was expecting a book that gave me 
more of the music activity than this one did. The writing is very easy to follow, 
but the development itself deals with some of his own ups and downs in his personal 
life, and in some places reads like a star-tells—all book that has some name-dropping 
in it which perks it up but probably doesn't add much except for the show-off 
factor. Maintaining what one might think ofas a normal family life in the face of 
tours, absences, and temptations, is very difficult. I suppose normal is my word. 


THE RANSOM OF RUSSIAN ART, John McPhee Non-fiction 
New York, Farrar Straus Giroux, 1994, ($12), 181 pages 

McPhee writes about Norton Dodge, an American professor of Soviet economics, 
who bought the work of "unofficial" Russian artists and smuggled it out to 
the United States. McPhee deals with the artistic worlds of Soviet cities during 
the "neo-Stalinist deep freeze." Timothy Bay says that McPhee has "created 
a style--blending detailed reporting with a novelistic sense of narrative-~-and 
a standard that have influenced a whole generation of journalists." Perhaps 
that comment summarizes how McPhee gets you to read about something in which you 
have virtually no interest, and enjoy the experience, even learning something 
in the process (well of course you learn, the trick is to remember?). 


OLD AGE COMES AT A BAD TIME, Eliakim Katz (editor) Humor 
Robson Books, 1988, 97 pages of "wit and wisdom for the young at heart" 


some of this is humorous, some thoughtful, some sarcastic--easy to zip 


through it, and fun. 


FEBRUARY 200 


SHRUB, The Short But 
Happy Political Life of 
George W. Bush; Molly Ivins 
New York, Random House, 
2000; 179 pages; (with 
Lou Dubose) 


Originally, I was expecting 
this to be a seathing diatribe 
against G.W.B., but there 
are parts of it that are 
positively complimentary--fev 
but some. No one has ever 
accused Molly Ivins of lying 
or of sloppy research, and 
a great deal of what she say 
does get pretty scary-- 
especially about the money-- 
so even if one takes parts o 
this with some reservations 
there are enough parts that 
deal with his governorship 
that give one pause. Ivins 
mentions some thingsthat he 
takes credit for that were 
someone else's project. The 
are the customary Ivins’ 
cracks that make the reading 


very lively. 
SSE EEE SLEEPING DOGS 
j : : } Af” DON'T LAY, Richard Ledere: 
Start with a Spanish doubloon. Those are always goo and Richard Dowis, New Yor 


St. Martin's Press, 1999; 
7 212 pages including index. 
This is basically a language book, billed as "practical advice for the grammatically 
challenged," but I include it here because it is written with such a flair 
that it makes good reading even if one is not seeking answers to language 
questions or confusions. 


LAPSING INTO A COMMA, Bill Walsh 
Chicago, Contemporary Books, 2000, 245 pages including index. 
This is "A curmudgeon's guide to the many things that can go wrong 
in print," and is entertaining reading, even if I can't remember it all and 
have to keep looking things up. This is probably an example of my tunnel vision. 


THE LITTLE PRINCE, AntoineDe Saint-Exupery; NEW translation by Richard Howard 
New York, Harcourt, 2000 copyright of this edition; first copyright 1943 

I was trying to make a comparison of the new translation to the older one. The drawings 
have been retained; the structure has been retained: the language is slightly different, 
but I don't know that one is better than the other; the main points appear to be the 
same. I cannot comment on it further because I dissolve in tears when I read it. It is 
as affecting to me as it has always been. 


MARCH 2001 


PLAINSONG, Kent Haruf 
New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1999; 301 pages 

This is a good story, and it is certainly competently written; I would call 
it a slice of life book, because it takes up without exactly starting, and it goes 
on until it doesn't quite end--so, that is good in some respects, if unsettling in the 
questions it doesn't tie up. Being set in a small town in Eastern Colorado makes 
it very appealing. The structure--hopping back and forth from one protagonist 
to another--can be a little disconcerting, but the thing that really makes me 
wild is the lack of quotation marks for conversation. Yes, I can adapt and figure 
it out, but why should I have to? That detracts from the story until the reader 
makes the adjustment. As I mentioned in an earlier comment sheet, I think 
this book got a prize (was it a Pulitzer?) because the committee forgot to give 
one to THE TIE THAT BINDS. 


TEAPOT DOME, Burl Noggle Non-fiction 
New York, W.W. Norton, 1962; 234 pages including index . 

Wyoming is home to Teapot Dome, and since I had always heard about this as a 
scandal, but didn't know what it was, I thought I ought to find out. It seems that 
Albert Fall, Secretary of the Interior under Harding, sold leases for the Naval 
oil reserves in the Teapot Dome area, and through the whole book--even as 
other people (mostly Republicans, but a couple of Democrats) were brought into 
the act--I thought that Fall was the primary naughty person; but near the end, 
No ggle implies that Fall should not have been the Fall guy (he is the only one 
who went to prison), so I am. not sure that my knowledge of the thing is any 
farther advanced than it ever was. The scandal did not affect the presidential 
election as the Democrats had hoped it would--Coolidge was re-elected, but it 
took an enormous amount of time (Congressional investigations) and money and 
sullied a lot of reputations, and so my overall conclusion is that things don't seem 
to change very much. Noggle's book is very complete, well researched, and 
well documented, even if it is hard to remember all the characters' names! 

APRIL 
ANTHILLS OF THE SAVANNAH, Chinua Achebe Book group 
New York, Anchor Doubleday, 1988; 216 pages 

The underlying theme of the book seems to be dealing with the emerging political 
situation, and the lives of the main characters are affected by the developments 
at higher levels. I do not think I got all of the messages clearly. It is very hard 
for me to read about people being tortured and killed. It would certainly be good 
to understand more about the changes in Africa--which I still don't. 


BECAUSE OF WINN-DIXIE, Kate DiCamillo Children's 
Cambridge, Mass., Candlewick Press, 2000; 182 pages. 

I read this while I was in New York because Pat has started a mother-daughter 
book group, and this was their selection, so I wanted to know what they were 
talking about since I was there for the meeting. The story is about a girl and her 
dog learning about expanding their circle of friends in a new town, and dealing 
with some sorrows as well, which sounds a bit dopey, but it was both interesting 
and fun, and especially watching the group feeling its way to a discussion (this 
was their first meeting, and the girls were a little bit shy). Margaret flattered 
me by asking me to read another book she was reading--ANASTASIA, THE LAST GRAND 
DUCHESS, by Carolyn Meyer. in the Royal Diary Series (2000). This was an inter- 
esting book, and I enjoyed it--it is written for a slightly younger audience, but 
I liked it anyway. If you need titles for the 10-12 year old group, these are good. 


oe 


RK 


APRIL 2001 


GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING, Tracy Chevalier Fiction, Book Group 
New York, Penguin/Putnam/Plume, 1999; 233 pages 

Although this is a novel, it is quite believable as the interaction of a young 
girl in Holland with Vermeer. There are some characters who are positive, some 
who are unlikable; the progress of the story is wrapped in wonderfully interesting 
details--particularly about the painter; the tension is subtle but engrossing; 
and the outcome is only partly predictable but completely rational. Oops--the 
interaction I mention sounds far more suggestive than it was in the story. 


GIRL IN HYACINTH BLUE, Susan Vreeland Fiction; Book Group 
Denver, MacMurray and Beck, 1999; 242 pages 

Vreeland's story traces the ownership of the "Girl in Hyacinth Blue" from 
its more recent possessor back to its creation, along the way illustrating some 
loving or hopeful moments in the lives of those among whom the painting passed. 
These stories are fun to read, and suggest "how beauty transforms . am 
It is especially interesting to read these two pieces about Vermeer back-to-back-- 
how two authors view what might have developed around the painter and his painting. 

MAY 2001 

BOGART, A.M. Sperber and Eric Lax Biography 
New York, William Morrow and Company, 1997; 576 pages of text, PLUS 154 pages 
of notes, Broadway plays, filmography, index, and acknowledgments 

Not only does this cover the life and times of Humphrey Bogart from cradle 
to grave, but also the authors explore the film industry during what I think of as 
the golden age--when the star system was in play, and the film companies virtually 
enslaved the actors. The work was begun by Sperber and Lax gives her credit for 
the bulk of the research, which is comprehensive and convincingly thorough. Many 
of us think of Humphrey Bogart as "a movie star," not realizing that he began his 
career on Broadway where he worked for ten years before he even tried movies-—- 
and he was forty before he hit us with films that are now classics--"Maltese Falcon" 
and "Casablanca." To some people he was abrasive, to some he was a very good 
friend, but everyone credits him with being totally professional on the job. I found 


this both informative and fun to read. 
JUNE 2001 


*e* THE PRIME OF MISS JEAN BRODIE, Muriel Spark Fiction 


New York, Harper Collins, 1961; 137 pages plus author material and production history 
My first acquaintance with this was the movie starring Maggie Smith, 

and my reaction to that was that Miss Brodie was a creative teacher who gave 

special attention to some of her more responsive students, and that Miss Brodie 

made some questionable errors in judgment. Reading the book--which is clearly 

and engagingly written, my reaction toward Miss Brodie is harsher. Her attention 

to the students reveals as much about her own needs as it does her teaching capacities. 

The idea of a teacher pretty much let loose to pursue his own unstructured ideas-- 

in some cases a wonderful project, in some cases not so--called to mind "Dead 

Poets' Society." There is certainly a place for people of this temperament, if 

there is some balance engendered by those at the other side of the scale. One 

of the problems might be that young people are so young--they do not yet have 

the experience to come to solid conclusions about all these behaviors. I found 

this book thought-provoking. 


THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE WARDROBE, C.S.Lewis Fantasy 
New York, Collier (Macmillan), 1950; 186 pages 


Craig said everyone should read "The Chronicles of Narnia" but I never had, 


so I started with this one-~I feel that it is charming and probably better written 
than the Harry Potter stuff, but it is all fun for kids to read--the wardrobe part 
of this book I found very imaginative. 


THE GIRLS OF SLENDER MEANS, Muriel Spark Fiction 
New York, New Directions, 1963 141 pages 

This did not strike me as forcefully as JEAN BRODIE--it seems dated in style; 
still, it is good reading. It made me think of Virginia Woolf, even though it is not 
the same, and it does linger. It builds subtly--starts out a bit rambling. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O, Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


EaDING JULY 2001 

*** IN A SUNBURNED COUNTRY, Bill Bryson Travel, Humor 
New York, Broadway Books, 2000; 304 pages 

If you have ever been to Australia, or if you are contemplating going, this 

is amust. Yes, it is a travel book that covers Bryson's peregrinations around 
the continent with accompanying comments on’ the geography, some history, 
Sights to see--all the good stuff, but: also reported with humor. It is marvelous 
reading. Some of his adventures--especially when he talks about the hazardous 


animals and insects--are less than inviting, but even so, he makes Australia 
sound extremely interesting. 


THE SOUL OF A CHEF, Michael Riihiman Non-fiction (book group) 
New York, Viking Penguin, 2000, 332 pages plus appendix with recipes 

Ruhlman starts out with a detailed description of the examination for Certified 
Master Chef. He moves on with conversations with three different chefs, and 
the restaurants they cultivated. Finally, he talks about what really makes 
a great chef--and his conclusion embraces the notion of perfection as an aim 
or direction rather than as an end--very interesting. He also talks about waste 
as it applies to reverence for life~-also a very interesting approach. 


ATLANTIC MONTHLY, July/August 2001 AUGUST 2001 
Ordinarily I don't include magazines, but this issue has so much good stuff in 

it I want to call everyone's attention to it. There is a never-before-published 

Mark Twain mystery; there is a diseussion about: Graham Greene's Vatican "dossier": 

also, we get an article about the mad poets (Plath, Lowell, Sexton), and McLean 

Hospital; more elaborate book reviews than usual; and a wonderful "impassioned 

attack on the pretentiousness of American literary prose"by B. R. Myers that 

(in my eyes, anyway) supports my negative reaction to Annie Proulx and Cormac 

McCarthy (although he likes David Guterson less than I do). Covering all 

of this counts--in my mind--for a full book. 


**k* ME TALK PRETTY ONE DAY, David Sedaris Humorous Essays 

New York, Little Brown, 2000; 272 pages 

Lest you be put off by the title, be aware that it comes from Sedaris' attempts 
to learn French. He is American, but he lives in France, and some of the essays 
relate to comparisons of activities and people in the two countries. The whole 
thing struck me as positive--he does not run down anything, even if he is poking 
fun at it, and the writing is very funny--lots of times, I was laughing out loud--and 
I was all alone while reading. That (to me) is pretty telling. 


THE SOOTERKIN, Tom Gilling Novel (book group) 
New York, Penguin, 1999; 212 pages 

The story line of this novel deals with the birth of a child that appears to be more 
seal than human. Set in the penal colony of: Van ‘Diemen's"Land:in 1821: (what 
is present-day Tas mania), I was hoping to learn more about the land than I 
did. The characters are pretty nutty, and there is some droll humor in the tale-- 
and the whole thing is certainly different from other things I have been reading. 
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Tommy Patterson 


P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 
READING SEPTEMBER 2001 
AHAB'S WIFE, Sena Jeter Naslund Novel, Book Group 


New York, William Morrow, 1999: 666 pages 

My first and overwhelming impression: this book is too long. Naslund has 
written down everything she ever heard or learned or would like to learn, 
and it is too much for the reader to soak up. The first 250 pages are about 
the heroine's early life with her aunt and uncle and the lighthouse. We could 
have stopped there, but no, Una--our heroine--decides she wants to ship out 
with a whaler, so she transforms herself into a won't-be-discovered-as-a-girl 
cabin boy. Her adventures are fairly interesting, but the tale does not stop 
with her rescue (after the whaleboat was destroyed by a whale and she and 
her two boyfriends turn cannibal to survive), but moves into another area 
where she marries one of her fellow sailors, who lapses into insanity. Now she 
comes back to Nantucket, shucks her husband, marries Ahab, gets pregnant, 
toddles off to Kentucky to have the baby with her mother's aid, the baby and 
her mother die, she is aided by a roaming dwarf... . . well, there is MORE. 
However, a great deal of the book is not only improbable but also implausible. 
The writing itself is not bad, and the reading goes pretty quickly, but there 
are gaps in the progression of the narrative. Still, God save us that she should 
write even more to explain how all of this stuff could have occurred (e.g., 
not being discovered as a girl during a year on the ship). She lapses into 
ruminations on the part of several of the characters~--philosophical dissertations, 
feminism, slavery, abolition, child abuse, whaling, fire-fighting, celestial explorations, 
heavy weather, and I probably have only scratched the surface. Near the 
end, she decides--you guessed it--she will write a book. Where have we heard 
that before? Well, she wrote it, and everyone else in the world seems to think 
it is absolutely wonderful, except for me. Overall, it is not worth the investment 
of time. Another difficulty I have with it is that it is set in the mid 1800s 
but written with a 1995 perspective. 

OCTOBER 


*** DESIRE OF THE EVERLASTING HILLS, Thomas Cahill "Hinges of History" 

New York, Nan Taléese/Doubleday/Random House: 320 pages/text, plus notes, 
sources, index 
Cahill's third volume of his "Hinges of History" is as interesting 

and informative as the first two. This one deals with "The World Before and 
After Jesus," and explores (among other things) the gospels. His comments 
about the inability of Christians to deal with the crucifixion both verbally and 
in art are some I have not run across before, and I found them gripping. 
I found this very good reading. 


= TRIAGE, Seott Anderson Novel 

New York, Simon and Schuster, 1998; (Scribner Paperback); 234 pages 
Anderson is a journalist, and this is a partly autobiographical story 

dealing with the emotional impact of traumatic experiences in war. Anderson 

says that the book is "about searching . . . for redemption and belonging." 

That sounds too mushy; this is a good story, well written, with a held—back 

mystery that becomes clear in a pretty gripping way. (Probably I liked 

it partly because I had heard nothing about it, so was expecting nothing; 


and it is very short, a big plus-when you can tell a good story clearly 
and briefly.) 


*** WHY CHRISTIANITY MUST CHANGE OR DIE, John Shelby Spong ee 
San Francisco, HarperSanFrancisco, 1998; 228 pages plus notes, P 
bibliography, and index 

Spong writes about the difficulties he has had with the concept of God 
and the image of Jesus in a way that makes the reader know he is a very 
devout man dealing with ideas that need clarification for many people. His 
writing is both thoughtful and thought-provoking, and cultivates re-reading. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O, Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


READING DECEMBER 2001 


For heaven's sake, what happened to November? A fair amount of 
magazine reading, I guess. 


** OFF CAMERA, Ted Koppel Memoir 
Private Thoughts Made Public 
New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 2000, 320 pages 

While starting out a little slowly, this became more and more interesting 
as it went along, and by the time I was through, I was thinking I would 
have to ask Mr. Koppel about this or that, tomorrow--but of course, I 
will not have that opportunity. Some thoughtful observations cropped up, 
and I am not going to copy them all (I probably won't remember them, 
either, but I have a feel for them)--but I do think this makes very good 
reading. If you are not a "Nightline" fan, it might not appeal to you as 
much as it did to me. 
JANUARY 2002 


*** PERSONAL HISTORY, Katharine Graham Autobiography 
New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1997, 625 pages (plus index) 

What drew me to this was an interest in learning more about THE WASHINGTON 
POST, and in following its development from Meyer's purchase [Graham's father] 
through Phil's management [Graham's husband]and blossoming after her taking 
over, I was.not disappointed. Graham is more open than I would expect her 
to be;-because it is embarrassing--about her money, her youth, her inability 
to make decisions (her father was fairly controlling), her lack of knowledge 
of the most basic things--cooking, housekeeping, money, but apparently she 
began to learn and take on some responsibility. She readily admits to having 
been born into luxury. When she decided that she would not lose the POST 
or the company, she really began to take charge, and she learned how to 
run things so that the whole show became more steady and more productive. 

After she hired Ben Bradlee, the paper improved markedly. She eventually 

took the company public, and then began to acquire more properties (they 
considered a bid on the DENVER POST, but passed that up--what does that 

Say about the POST?). She also talks about dealing with the unions and weathering 
the period when there was a strike. It is probably somewhat one-sided (especially 
about her management style, and the dealings with the unions), but it is none-the- 
less fascinating. There is a fairly good piece of the book dealing with the 
Pentagon Papers and Watergate. It does come to mind that when her husband 
committed suicide and she was faced with the rather large task of taking on 

the paper and the company, she may indeed have felt a bit like "poor me" 

and "I was so ignorant and inexperienced," but as she grew (and the book/story 
progressed), it occasionally felt a bit as if she did protest too much. She 
certainly did come up smelling like a rose. 


** RAGTIME, E. L. Doctorow Fiction, Book Group 

New York, Plume (division of Penguin, originally Random House 1974): 1996, 270 pages 
Although this is a novel with a story all its own, there are real characters 

mixed into the narrative who make the whole thing seem real;this gives us 

an idea of the early twentieth century that we can hope is somewhat accurate. 

The prose itself is not lyrical but it is certainly easy to follow--it seems to 

mirror a kind of jazziness. I am not sure that I liked any of the characters 

very much, but I cared about what happened to them. There was some unfinished 

business near the end which was tied up quickly--this kept us from being 

left dangling, and from having the book get too long, although the ending might 

not have been totally in character . . . well, maybe it was. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


READING FEBRUARY-:2002 


** CRACKING INDIA, Bapsi Sidhwa 

Minneapolis, Milkweed Editions, 1991, 289 pages 
This book is presented on several levels: it deals with the partition of India, 

it presents Parsee family life, it details the riots and massacres of 1947; but 

it also chronicles the world of Lenny (the heroine) as she moves from being four 

to being about twelve--and this is done not only through the action but also 

through the style of the writing. I am still not entirely clear about the relationship 

of Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs (and are Parsees part of one of those groups?) -- 


but Sidhwa has presented a story and scenario that seem believable and realistic-— 
with a realism that I shudder to think of experiencing. 


Novel, Book Group 


ELLA MINNOW PEA, Mark Dunn 
San’ Francisco, MacAdam/Cage Publishing, 2001, 205 pages 
Probably this will appeal primarily to people interested in language with a 
taste for nit-wittiness. How does one communicate with others when the council 
limits available letters to L MN O P (for reasons explained in ‘the book)? Follow 
the characters as they search for a sentence that rivals "The quick brown fox 
Jumps over the lazy dog" in order to restore the full alphabet to their use. 
MARCH 
Fiction 


Fiction 


WHITE RABBIT, Kate Phillips 

New York, Harpér Collins, 1996, 212 pages 
Phillips gives us a slice of life (a day) of a woman nearing the end 

of her life. It is easy reading, and takes us to the corners of her memories 

as well as to her present existence. The best thing about the book is 

that Phillips does not glorify any of the characters--they are who they 

are, and we can probably relate to them on whatever level we bring to 

the book. It is okay, but for me, the cover blurbs are a bit extreme. 


NIGHT LETTERS, Rob Schultheis Reporting; Book Group 


Guilford, Connecticut, The Lyons Press, 1992, Introduction 2001; 155 pages 

The book is comprised of journalistic reports during the Afghan war, with 
an introduction added last year that makes the immediacy of the narrative significant. 
Written in the first person, the communications chronicle the war itself, and some 
of the contacts with the combatants. My personal reaction to the events is one 
of helplessness. Mr. Schultheis lives in Télluride. I cannot say the book is "good," 
but I do not know exactly what adjective applies, because it covers some important 
material, even if it does not make for nifty reading. 


CLOSE TO HOME, Oralee Wachter Children 
New York, Scholastic, 1986, 48 pages 
Recommended by the "Stranger Danger" lady from the Sheriff's office, I think 


this brings up some things that adults are aware of but may not verbalize to their 
children, and the stories are good starting points. 


LORD JIM, Joseph Conrad Fiction, Book Group 
New York, Norton & Co., 1968, but this was written about 1900 

fam glad that one of our book group members picked this for her discussion, 
because I had never read it, and now I have. It is hard going, but I think very 
worth the trip. There are several ideas--loss of honor, proving self-worth, assuaging 
guilt--that are explored, and the writing is very comprehensive in its descriptions 
and discussions. Jim works the whole book on redeeming himself . . . so part 
of my response is sympathy for him, because he tried so hard. 
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P.O. Box 339 


READING Evergreen, CO 80437 MAY 2002 


DEATH BY RHUBARB, Lou Jane Temple Mystery, Book Group 
New York, St. Martin's Paperbacks, 1996, 220 pages 

Culinary mysteries are not my genre of choice, and this one is so trite in 
its language and presentation . . . don't ask. (I substituted . .. see below.) 


THE MOST WANTED, Jacquelyn Mitchard Fiction 
New York, Signet (Penguin), 1999, 392 pages 

At Rockford for a reunion of my class, I wanted a return-trip-book, so 
I bought this one written by an alumna (whom I did not know). The premise is 
a bit weird, but the reading is easy, so it was a pretty good airplane book, 
although in this case a bus-trip book. In spite of some been-there-done-that 
parts about one of the main characters, the story develops some fairly interesting 
twists, and the resolution--even if not totally believable-~is plausible and exciting. 


HOMESTEAD, Rosina Lippi | Fiction, Book Group 
New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1998, 210 pages 

Lippi traces a family through about eighty years by way of a series of 
stories, each centered on a character in the lineage. Set in Austria, the stories 


include wars and "the fates of wives, mothers, and daughters . . . and women's 
longings and satisfactions." It makes for thought-provoking reading. 

JUNE 2002 
BING CROSBY, A Pocketful of Dreams, The Early Years, 1903-1940 
Gary Giddins Biography 


New York, Little, Brown, and Company, 2001, 592 pages, plus 136 pages of 
discography, filmography, notes, sources, bibliography, interviews, acknowledg- 
ments, and index. 

It is hard to know where to start on this because it is so comprehensive, 
thorough, detailed--ail that, and besides that, it is very readable. While it 
does cover the personal biography parts of Crosby's life, it is more a music 
biography, exploring his development in the music-entertainment world. I had 
never given Crosby the credit Giddins explains he deserves for his musicianship, 
and his contribution to the evolution of music in the popular vein in the past 
century, as well as his importance to the jazz idiom. This is both good reading 
and a fantastic reference work. Giddins also deals with Crosby's film career-- 
and this volume only goes to 1940! AUGUST 2002 


WINESBURG, OHIO, Sherwood Anderson Novel, Book Group 
New York, Modern Library, 1999; 231 pages; first published 1919 


Ordinary people populate the town in this book, and the writing is very 
straightforward and very readable. The vignettes are separate but connected, and 
they are about "loneliness and alienation, passion and virginity, wealth and poverty, 
thrift and profligacy, carelessness and abandon." Some readers find the tenor of 
the book depressing, but it did not strike me that way. The insights are usually 
gently developed, and quite believable. 


THE SOLOIST, Mark Salzman Novel 
New York, Random House, 1994, 284 pages 

Wow. The protagonist is a cellist; his concert career came to a screeching 
halt, and now he gives lessons. He also has been summoned to jury duty. These 
things are explained as the novel progresses in completely captivating readability, 
and insights are developed in conjunction with both his music and the trial. 
The fact that it reads so quickly makes it sound deceptively simple, but the 
complexity is not abstruse, it is enlightening. This is a lovely book. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 


READING Evergreen, CO 80437 


AUGUST 2002 


MOTHER AND ME, Virginia Pounds Brown Memoir 
Montgomery, Alabama, Court Street Press, 2002, pages not numbered 

Subtitled "A Memoir of My Mother's Last Years," this is a gentle book that 
talks about Brown's care about her mother--who was in a nursing home. So 
many people, and book productions, quote Dylan Thomas--"Rage, rage against 
the dying of the light"--I wonder if there is something wrong with going "gentle 
into that good night." I can see something positive in both approaches. 


SEPTEMBER 2002 


** AMERICAN GROUND: UNBUILDING THE WORLD TRADE CENTER Non-fiction 

William Langewiesche; 2002 ~ 
North Point Press, 256 pages; due out in October, it appeared in several parts 
in THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY, concluding in the October issue 

At first glance, I thought I did not want to deal with a description of taking 
the World Trade Center apart and away, but the material was absolutely fascinating, 
and very well written, so it was compelling to read. The author talks about 
the direction of the work--who took charge, and how, some of the conflicts among 
different groups (none of them large enough to actually slow the work down): 
the physical work itself of the dismantling; sorting and disposition of the material; 
and the conclusion--ahead of schedule--of the work. The massive-ness of the 
project, and of the materials, is staggering (I liked reading about the equipment 
used, too). There are more books about the event than anyone could get through 
with much ease; this one has thoughtful and tender spots, but is not sentimental, 
and covers things that many would not treat so thoroughly. The author had 
more access to the site than other journalists. 


*** THE GRAPES OF WRATH, John Steinbeck Fiction, Book Group 

New York, Penguin Books, 1992, copyright 1939; 619 pages 

Grippingly written--I felt cold, hungry, wet, and all the rest through the 
whole thing--this certainly acquaints us with situations that are foreign to us 
at this time in the United States. The idea that Ma Joad could hold the "fambly" 
together is stunning, and I am not sure that I could handle the vicissitudes 
She did. While I cannot condone Tom's murderous responses, I can certainly be 
sympathetic and even understand the motivation. The fluctuation between Ma 
and Pa's authority is very interesting, and no doubt mirrors the dynamic in many 
families. Inclusion of Rose of Sharon, the smaller children, and Al and Uncle John 
embroiders the story with a great deal of drama and reality. The back cover of 
this edition gives a good over-view of this classic tale. 


THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES, Eve Ensler Essays, Book Group 
New York, Villard, 1998,2001; 171 pages 

Ignoring the privacy factor, and having heard that this book was both wonderful 
and funny, I pursued it to the end, but I came upon nothing that I thought 
was either wonderful or funny.. The word empower was used a great deal; I 
did not need to be empowered, and certainly was not by the discussions that 
were presented. I consider reading it a waste of my time, and I have yet to 
understand how presenting all of these pieces will help abate violence toward 
women, which seems to be a goal of the author. (My cousin says that I did not 
relate to the book because I have not been oppressed or abused.) 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O, Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 
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sxx FIRE LOVER, Joseph 
Wambaugh 
New York, William Morrow 
(Harper Collins), 2002 ,338 ‘3 


True Story 


Wambaugh traces 

events in the life of John On 
"the most prolific American 
arsonist of the 20th century, 
first as the fires occur, and 
then as the trial unfolds. 
Since we know all along who 
the perpetrator is, the eleme 
of amazing surprise is not 
present, but even so there 
are amazing surprises as he 


writes about the fires. Wher 

$l PRESS he gets to the trial, there 
L was going to chuck it all burn my bridges, and £0 off to Parts to write are times that the narration : 
my novel, but I didn't have enough frequent-flier miles.” becomes a bit tedious (to say 


nothing of boring the jury), 
but even so, I was captivater 
all the way along. The 
style is sometimes reminiscent 
of "Dragnet," but that gives 
it a kind of jauntiness. There is a small amoung of space devoted to the "why" of 
someone setting fires, but that will probably remain unanswered, as will the motives 
of the D.C. Sniper (going on even as I write this note). The fact that a firefighter 
would SET fires was not a complete novelty to me because I had seen the movie 
"Backdraft," which deals with that: situation--and after which we are al] just as 


puzzled. NOVEMBER 2002 


** BOBOS IN PARADISE, David Brooks Non-fiction 

New York, Simon and Schuster, 2000, 273 pages 
Bobos are those people who have "wed the bourgeois world of capitalist enterprise 

to the hippie values of the bohemian counterculture." Since I watch Brooks 
on the News Hour, I felt as if I could see him talking about the things he brings 
up in the book, which are partly sociology plus--business, intellect, pleasure, 
Spiritual life, polities, and so on, but this is written partly with tongue in 
cheek, and the further along one moves, the more humorous the discussion 
becomes. Sometimes it seems almost scary, but it is fun to read, and we'll see 
how the bobos develop, as time goes on. 


*** BEOWULF, Translated by Seamus Heaney "Elegiac narrative" poem 
New York, W.W.Norton, ¢c.2000; 213 pages-~-with Old English on the left, and current 
English on the right; composed some time in the latter half of the first millennium 

Approaching this with some misgivings, I was soon caught up in the story (rather 

than the poetry itself, although that was clear, and quite good)--and while the jacket 
calls it "encountering the monstrous, defeating it, and then having to live on in the 
exhausted aftermath," my take on it goes even further to view it as a kind of war 
Story. The hero is admired--almost venerated, he has supporters around him, he 
confronts absolute horrors, he battles beautifully--the whole thing is very powerful. _ 
I think that this translation is extremely well done--the reader can view the action however 
he wishes, but the narrative is clear. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 
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eek* JOHN ADAMS, David McCullough 

New York, Simon and Schuster, 2001, 651 pages plus acknowldgments, notes, 
bibliography, and index 

Here is another remarkable McCullough book that brings the names from 
history to life (for me). One comment I have heard is that the book is more about 
Abigail than John--I don't agree with that; his wife was certainly an enormous 
help and support for him, but the book is about him, and the trials and tribulations 
of life around him are staggering. (Considering the state of transportation and com- 
munication 200 years ago it is amazing to me that this country ever managed to get 
off the ground.) In addition to being a promoter and signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, he helped avert war with Fiance shortly after:the Revolution was 
over. He was a promoter of maintaining a navy--had some Opponents on that 
score, As one might guess, reading this brought up some questions that are going 
to send me to further reading--especially about the Alien and Sedition Act, which 
made it a crime to criticize the president!!, and the part that Jefferson played in 
Some of the scenes took a little of the shine off my image of Jefferson. They were 
all fantastic figures; they were also human beings, and some of them had some 
foibles the others had to deal with. Adams was a big letter writer, and MeCullough 
might send us to the collection of his writings . . . which would prove extremely 
interesting. Adams served only one term as president, but his influence was 
positive, even though he annoyed some of his peers. 


JY-11, Noam Chomsky Interviews DECEMBER 
New York, Seven Stories Press, 2001, 118 pages 

Chomsky's answers to the questions posed are enough to send you (me) to an 
institution because his take on the situation (i.e., the U.S. acts and position in the world 
is uniformly negative. I am sure that there is some basis for many of his accusations, 
but I think he goes overboard. I almost stopped reading early on because he said so 
often that there was no point in going into this, or everybody already knows that, or 
he wouldn't take the time to explain something else--and of course, there I sat, NOT 
knowing this or that, and needing explanations. He grew a little more clear in the 
second part. He did say (among other things) that the CIA mobilized the radical 
Islamists--I don't know if that is accurate or not. Well, this gives me a different 
view of some things. 


ECHOES IN THE DARKNESS, Joseph Wambaugh Non-fiction 
New York, Bantam, 1987, 370 pages 
Since I had liked the Firelovers book so much (by Wambaugh), I decided to 
try this--the story here is compelling (the pursuit of two men who had murdered 
a young woman in "Main Line" Pennsylvania) but the writing is less than wonderful. 
The continuity is confusing--some years evolve during the police investigation, 
and there are several places involved--and the use of trite Similes grows tiresome. 
The relentless devotion to the case on the part of the police people involved 
is indeed commendable. So, I found the story interesting, the presentatiaon 
less so. 


* ok 


I am going to close out 2002 with the aside that I have spent more time reading 
THE ATLANTIC, SMITHSONIAN, and THE NEW YORKER, probably taking some 
time away from books, and also trying madly to get my glasses adjusted so that 
reading will be a little more of a pleasure and less of a challenge. I hope you 
all have a very happy new year. 


oF 2 ok 


READING 
January 2003 


NAKED ECONOMICS, Charles Wheelan Non-fiction 
New York, W.W. Norton, 2002, 236 pages plus notes and index 


Subtitled "Undressing the dismal Science," Wheelan does just that. He writes 
in a style that is so readable that the subject--which sounds awful--becomes 
interesting: Further, he has a sense of humor, which he injects to liven up the text 
and the book is extremely informative. He talks about the market system, the 
role of the government, financial markets, politics, trade (globalization--and he 
deals with Asian sweatshops), all kinds of things in a form that is understandable. 
That I do not remember enough of it to actually tell things about it is not his 
fault. I hope to refer to this book--maybe even read it again. He does deal 
with our system, but since this is the system under which I live, I am hoping 
to understand it better (before I move to a study of other systems). 


5 


Book Group Choice 


** PEACE LIKE A RIVER, Leif Enger 

- New York, Grove Press, 2001, 
311 pages 

Initially, the writing is such that 

I became involved in the story without 
even trying. Then about midway, 
the writing stayed engaging, but the 
Story became a little too fanciful for 
me. I am not referring to the 
miracles (I think they are probably 
metaphors for something else, that 
I have partially missed), I am talking 
about the events in the pursuit of 
Davy. Well, probably the whole 
thing is a metaphor I have missed. 
I do not mind things that seem 
somewhat impossible, but I do rather 
mind things--in the story--that 
completely beggar belief. Oh, well, 
if was a lot of fun to read anyway. 


“Well, I like it. Im sorry your book group doesn’t.” 


MUCH ADO ABOUT A LOT, Mary 
Newton Bruder, New York, Hyperion, 
2000, 278 pages including index and 
quizzes 
Who, you are asking, would read a grammar book for fun? 1 would, because I am 
a Recreational Grammarian, and besides the grammar points she deals with, she writes 
with a humorous tinge to her comments, so some of it can be informative and funny at 
the same time. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


February 2003 


A YEAR BY THE SEA, Joan Anderson Memoir, Book Group 
New York, Doubleday, 1999; 195 pages 
Subtitled "Thoughts of an Unfinished Woman," the opening chapters depressed 

me because they seemed like the somewhat self-centered induigence of a woman 
at middle age (fifty). Anderson leaves her husband and retreats to a year 

of solitude to "find herself." Toward the latter part of the book, however, 

she seems to gather herself together and share some of her thoughts that are 
relatively perceptive, particularly with respect to both enjoying her children 

and allowing them to grow into their own families. Her husband also did some 
growing during the year, and they appear to want to have another go at their 


marriage. . 


** THE GOOD JOURNEY, Micaela Gilchrist Fiction, Book Group 
New York, Simon and Schuster, 2001; 393 pages es 
Starting with the idea that this is a historical novel (which it is), I was slightly 
put off by the occasional change in narrators and discontinuity of time, but 
when I began to think of it as a romantic novel, with a little mystery thrown 
in, I enjoyed it more, and by the end (when I had figured out some of the mystery) 
I decided I really did like it pretty well. The characters are interesting people; 
I especially liked the hero--more hard to figure than the heroine--but they were 
well developed. The Indian activity frequently confused me, when I had hoped 
to learn more about the Indian Wars in the 1830s, but I probably wouldn't remember 
all the different tribes or battles even if they had been more specific. Gilchrist 
is an Evergreen resident, and while invited, is too busy on her next book 
to come to our meeting. 


THE BLUEST EYE, Toni Morrison Novel 
New York, Q.P.B.C., ¢c.1970; 164 pages 

Since this is the story of "a black girl's racial self-loathing," I was hoping to 
develop some insight into--something, and I guess I have in that Morrison writes 
that in her own life, she had gotten the idea that "you are better if you're 
white," will be loved more if you are white, with blue eyes like Shirley Temple. 
The despair that comes from all of this is pretty awful. And asI am also reading 
some pieces (in the NEW YORKER) about Iraq, Iran, and their feelings about 
the U.S., this is not a particularly happy afternoon. Considering my personal 
situation and location, I probably will not physically change my behavior, but 
I hope that I will operate with a wider view of the world. 


THE SHADOW RIDERS, Louis L'Amour Western Fiction 
New York, Bantam, 1982; 176 pages, plus an interview with L'Amour 

Since L'Amour is somewhat of a legend in the west (he hails from Jamestown, 
North Dakota), and has written eighty books, I thought I should try one. This 
was a kind of western-romance-adventure novel, written in a straight-forward 
style that moves rapidly--with some parts that seem unlikely (our hero shoots 
all Kinds of bad guys, and is not put out of commission) but make for dandy 
beach or airplane reading. Only minimal thought is required, and I think this 
is typical of his stories. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 
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March 2003 


THE EMERGING DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY, John Judis & Ruy Teixeira Non-fiction 
New York, Scribner, 2002, 177 pages plus index and appendices 

The bulk of the book is devoted to statistics about what groups supported 
which party, at which times, and sometimes why. It is not what I would call 
a very exciting tome. The final paragraph summarizes everything else quite 
nicely, contending that the Democrats are now a party of progressive centrism, 
whose supporters want government to be active and responsible, "suaranteeing 
a reasonable level of econonomic security rather than leaving them at the mercy 
of the market and the business cycle. They want to preserve and strengthen 
social security and medicare, rather than privatize them. They want to modernize 


and upgrade public education, not abandon it. . . . They want the social gains 
of the sixties consolidated, not rolled back: the wounds of race healed, not 
inflamed." And, "they do not want science held hostage to a religious or ideological 
agenda." That sounds pretty rational, don't you think? So now, you don't 
need to read the book. 
April 
i Fiction 

EVERYTHING THAT RISES MUST CONVERGE, Flannery O'Connor : 

‘ Short Stories 
New York; Farrar, Straus and Giroux; 1956; 269 pages ook Grou 


These stories are written with a gripping attention to mood, and the characters 
are--oh, boy, strange to say the least, grotesque in some instances. In some 
of the stories, figuring out the motivation is challenging. Her subjects are 
compelling; her backgrounds and style are reminiscent of Faulkner; it is easy 
to see why she would have been such a prominent member of the literary community. 
I cannot say I enjoyed this book, but I am certainly glad I read it. 


FIRE, Sebastian Junger Non-fiction, essays 
New York, W. W. Norton, 2001, 222 pages 
Since I had been taken in by Junger's THE PERFECT STORM, I thought 
1 would give the FIRE story a shot. He mentions in the introduction that he 
wanted to write a book about very dangerous occupations, but that book never 
came to pass. (I didn't really understand this comment.) The first two essays 
are about wildfire fighting--one about Storm King in Glenwood--but then he 
goes off to war, so to speak, when he becomes a war correspondent. His adventures 
are fairly interesting, but the writing is not especially so. STORM was better. 
MAY 


SEABISCUIT, -Laura Hillenbrand ; Non-fiction 
New York, Ballantine Books, 2001; 339 pages of text, plus notes, index, 
conversations, and so on 

This book is much more interesting than I had imagined it would be, and 
it improved ag I went on. The presentation reminds me slightly of reading John 
McPhee--"You read a whole book about horse racing??" and I got caught up in 
the struggle of the owner, trainer, and jockey to get the big races they wanted 
to win so ferociously. The parts about the jockeys are very interesting, because 
she describes their lives (I don't know if their circumstances have changed since 
1930-40), their injuries, their skill with the horses. Seabiscuit seemed to have 
a definite personality--he teased, played games, but knew when he was supposed 
to turn it on. So, the book turned out to be a lot of fun to read, in spite of 
the sometimes overdone detail which bogged down here and there. The horse's 
popularity was partly a result of the desire of the population to have something 
to cheer for during the Depression. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 
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** COLLEEN DEWHURST, Dewhurst and Tom Viola Biography 


2B ok 
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HE ROK 


New York, Scribner, 1997; 384 pages, plus a good index 

Parts of this were written by Dewhurst, and parts are additions by a lot 
of her friends, so there is an interesting combination of her reactions and those 
of her friends. The picture of this very good actress with the wonderful voice 
is much better than the writing itself, but finding out something about her 
was what drew me to the book. "Moon for the Misbegotten” is mentioned so 
often--and apparently is one of the pieces for which she is remembered by her 
cohorts--I feel that I should rush somewhere and learn about that play. She did 
less in movies and television than on the stage, so our contact with her is perhaps 
somewhat more limited than the actresses we could see in the wider arenas. She 
and George C. Scott were married to each other twice, but she deals with acting 
and not with her personal relationships, other than to mention them. 


EMBERS, Sandor Marai Fiction, Book Group 
New York, Vintage (Random House), 2002, 213 pages, translated by Carol Janeway 
First published in Hungary in 1942, the book deals with "the decaying Austro- 

Hungarian Empire" through a "duel of words" between an old General and his 

closest friend whom he has not seen in forty-one years. The conversation 
builds to the remembrance of a hunt all those years ago, and what did and did 
not happen. The General does most of the talking, and there were times when 
it seemed to me that he was impressed with his own importance, but the book 
itself grows pretty compelling--possibly a sign of both a good writer and a 
good translator. | . 
. Fiction, Mystery, Book Group 
THE NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY, Alexander McCall Smith 
New York, Anchor (Random House), 2002 (¢c/1998), 235 pages 
Here's a sleeper! It is partly a mystery, but it is also an engaging story about 
the female detective, her life, and somewhat about Africa--in way that gives 
the reader a feel for Africa without hitting him over the head. Smith was born 
in Zimbabwe, and has authored a remarkable collection. This book was very 
pleasant to read, not really humorous, but certainly with enough parts to bring 
a smile to one's face, and to admire the author's inventiveness. 
JULY 
A BOY NAMED CHARLIE BROWN, Charles Schulz Comic in book form 
Metro Books (reprint), c. 1969, (pages are not numbered) 
This presentation is based on the feature film, with the screenplay by Schulz. 
If it has slipped your mind how lovely the Charlie Brown material is, look again. 


THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES, Sue Monk Kidd MOMs! 
New York, Penguin Books, 2002, 302 pages 

Since this is such a hot item, I resisted it for a while, but it turned out to be 
better than I had hoped, and I liked the book a lot. The reading went very 
quickly, and the writing had some wonderful phrases in it--not similes, but 
things like "the redness had seeped from the day and night was arranging 
herself around us." The bees were part of the story, but not the whole thing, 
and one of the other things I liked is that the racial elements were dealt with 
in a matter-of-fact manner rather than being hyper-dramatic. The setting 
is in the 1960s, in South Carolina, so there was certainly some racial tension-- 
but even that is not the whole thing. There were lots of parts to the book, 
and I think perhaps the positive buzz about the book is deserved. it is better 
than the customary "coming of age" book we so often see, partly because it is 
more than that~--it is about finding family, too. 


‘The subject is friendship, and our discussion at book group 


was wonderful--better than the book! 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O, Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 
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READING JULY 2003 


NICKEL AND DIMED, Barbara Ehrenreich Non-fiction 
New York, Metropolitan Books (Henry Holt), 2001; 221 pages 

A journalist, Ehrenreich felt that the only way to learn how people lived on 
the wages available to the unskilled was to try it for herself. Her report is 
revealing as she took a job as a waitress, as a hotel housekeeper, an "associate" 
at Wal Mart--and discovered that it is not possible to cover rent, gas, food, 
and personal expense on what minimum-wage-workers earn--never mind health care, 
movies, and what-not. The idea of poverty as a result of unemployment is 
misguided, and she says we should feel shame at our dependence on the underpaid 
labor of others. The examples and ideas in the book make for hard thinking, 
even though the reading itself is not hard. 


DRIVING MR. ALBERT, Michael Paterniti Non-fiction; Book Group 
New York, Delta (Dell, Random House), 2000; 207 pages 

Subtitled "a trip across America with Einstein's brain," this is not wonderfully 
written (although there are some spots that are- humorous), and it is not a compelling 
story, but it is interesting because of what it is. The comments tell us that 
it gives us a portrait of Harvey, Paterniti, and Einstein--but I'm not sure that 
it does that much. Even so, it is okay, and if I could figure out some of what 
Einstein did, it would be even better. AUGUST 
THE HOURS, Michael Cunningham PRON eee Seoul 
New York, Farrar, Straus & Giroux (Picador); 1998; 226 pages 

There are some excerpts from some of Virginia Woolf's writings, and the Seattle 
TIMES says the book is "a clever tribute to the life and work of Woolf, and 
a brilliant examination of the quietly desperate lives of three women." Yes, 
Cunningham weaves the women's lives in and out, drawing on Woolf, but it is 
very difficult reading--a bit like MRS. DALLOWAY?--and I can't subscribe to the 
glowing comments quoted in the endpapers. I do think, though, that I would 
like to see the movie--one wonders if that would make it more or less clear. 
These remarks of mine make it obvious that I have missed a lot in my reading 
of the book--maybe when book group comes up and we talk about it I will find 
out more. The writing is Woolf-like, I think; Cunningham really milks stuff when 


he is going for detail. 
SEPTEMBER 


GOOD FAITH, Jane Smiley 
New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 2003; 417 pages 

This is coherently written, and one sails along in the reading, but I am not the 
enthusiastic Smiley fan the publicity might support. There are a couple of chapters 
devoted to so much detail about the houses the protagonists are dealing with that 
one's mind does wander. (This is about real estate and big deals. I wish Doris 
Bohling were still alive so I could give it to her.) A couple more chapters dwell 
on romantic/sexual encounters. I knew early on that someone was going to get 
taken to the cleaners, so why did I read the whole thing? I think I wanted to 
see who, and how. Lots of satisfactory resolutions come out at the end. If you 
want some moderately good entertainment, this would work for you; if you want 
something really substantive, probably you should look elsewhere. 


A weesses yy 8 eee waren 
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*** THIS HOUSE OF SKY, Ivan Doig Memoir/ Autobiography 
New York, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1978, 314 pages 
Doig's exploration of the territory where he lived and the family that shaped 
him is full of grace and difficult adjustments to his rugged life--although he does 
not write with any complaining about how things were going. Subtitled "Landscapes 
of a Western Mind," the book is--oh, dear, I'm sorry--powerful. 


THE BEAR (from GO DOWN, MOSES), William Faulkner Fiction 
in THE FAULKNER READER, Random House, New York, c. 1929 etc.; 100 pages 
The first fifty pages, in which the characters were pursuing the bear, were 
a kind of adventure story that included their reactions to one another, and 
this part was not bad. However, when they killed the bear halfway through, 
my interest flagged, and I never figured out what the author was trying to 
communicate from then on. It is extremely difficult for me to read sentences 
that are three pages long (or was that one paragraph?), or paragraphs that 
start with no connection to the previous comments (and spaces at the beginning 
that don't seem to come from anywhere in particular). ! know Faulkner won 
prizes, and is considered wonderful, but I have tried and simply cannot get 
tuned in to what he is doing. I need to read Mark's senior thesis on this story 
in an effort to learn more about the pull of Faulkner. 


BREAKING CLEAN, Judy Blunt Memoir 
New York, Alfred Knopf, 2002; 303 pages 

Set in Montana, the author certainly communicates the atmosphere of her growing 
up to the reader. Her story starts rather slowly, but picks up somewhat as she 
goes along. She does not detail her life day by day in order, but picks some 
incidents of special interest and develops a chapter around those parts of her 
development, and that mode makes the book more readable. The cover gives us 
some marvelous praise of her writing; I thought it was good, but maybe not quite 
so good as her cover-fans. 


NOVEMBER 2003 


**THE POET AND THE MURDERER, Simon Worrall Non-fiction 
New York, Dutton (Penguin Books), 2002; 263 pages 
"A true story of literary crime and the art of forgery" 

Worrall opens with a blow by blow recital of the acquisition by the Amherst Library 
of a never-before-seen-poem by Emily Dickinson. As he comes across evidence that 
the poem was forged, he moves into the story of the forger (Mark Hofmann) which 
grows more fascinating with every deception. Even more enlightening are the parts 
about the forger himself, because Hofmann's aim was not to get rich on his forged 
documents but to discredit the Mormon Church. (He grew up in a Mormon household, 
and became completely disenchanted with the Church.) As his activities became 
more convoluted he devised a scheme which ended up landing him in jail. You want 
more on all that? Read the book, which turned out to be much more readable than 
I had at first thought. 
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* LYING AWAKE, Mark Salzman 
New York, Random House/Vintage; 2000/2001; 181 pages 
Salzman's protagonist is a Carmelite nun who experiences visions of God's 
radiance which stem from a tumor and result in crippling headaches. "If her 
spiritual gifts are symptoms of illness rather than grace, will a cure mean the 
end of her visions and a soul once again at odds with the world?" Salzman's 
book raises "questions about the power and price of true faith." This development 
is probably of limited interest to a lot of people, and the primary recommendation 
of the book is that it is written by Mark Salzman. 


Novel; book group 


*#* OXYMORONS, The Myth of a US Health Care System, J.D. Kleinke -Non-fiction 
San Francisco, Jossey-Bass, 2001, 206 pages 
Originally a "true believer" in the managed care revolution, the author refreshingly 
admits (in the book) to being wrong about its benefits. ~He then goes on to detail 
what is out of shape about health care, and of course he has some suggestions 
about changes that would make it better--sadly, the political system rears its 
head here, so the changes may only be dreams for a better day. Medicare is 
good because it is predictable, and a larger share of the expenditures goes 
to patient care than in any other insurance set-up. He says the three elements 
that matter are the patients, caregivers, and ‘medical technology, and what the 
recipients want is choice, continuity, and affordability. He does feel that the hassels 
involved in employer-elected plans are defeating and employers should be removed from 
the mix. He has lots of good ideas--if I were trying to get any of them implemented, 
I would have to read the book a bunch more times and then run for Congress. 
Even so, this makes very interesting reading, although sometimes overpowering, and 
he puts in writing that Americans want it all, and really don't want to pay for it all. 
DECEMBER 
LIKE THE RED PANDA, Andrea Seigel Fiction 
New York, Harcourt, c2004 (pre-pub copy), 280 pages 
Seigel writes (in journal form) of the last two weeks of Stella's senior year 
in high school as Stella disengages from life, and plants clues as to why she 
is going to commit suicide. I think this is a kind of female "Catcher in the 
Rye," and while I hope it might provide some insight for all of us, I cannot 
say that I enjoyed the book, and I hope that it is not a typical story. 


** WHAT WAS SHE THINKING, Zoe Heller Novel 

New York, Henry Holt, 2003, 258 pages 

Billed as "notes on a scandal," this is a tale of two women, one seen through 
the other's eyes, and the author does indeed deal with "friendship, responsibility, 
obsession, and love,"but also"envy, loneliness, and repression." We learn of 
Sheba's affair with an underage male student (both women are teachers), and 
we also learn of betrayal--involving the steady, solid citizen, spinster. The 
writing is very readable (first person notwithstanding), and it kept me going 


to the rather surprising turn of events near the end. Maybe I should not have 
been surprised?? 


* THE SOLACE OF LEAVING EARLY, Haven Kimmel Novel, Book Group 
New York, Random House (Anchor), 2003, 276 pages 
Hard for me to understand the opening-—-the heroine has abruptly left her 
orals (for her Ph.D.)--but after that, the story develops around her, a minister, 
two orphaned girls, and some other community members, with some interesting 
ideas and some lovely writing. 


FIFTY SIMPLE WAYS TO PAMPER YOUR CAT, Arden Moore Instruction (!) 
USA, Barnes and Noble Books, 2003, 134 pages 

Here is some fun instruction about dealing with your cat--and some of the 
comments are legitimate 


~ P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


JANUARY 2004 


*k* BUSHWHACKED, Molly Ivins & Lou Dubose Political Comment 

New York, Random House, 2003; 305 pages, plus copious notes and index 
For openers, Molly Ivins writes entertainingly, so it is fun to read her material. 

Sadly, though, much of what she is writing about is positively scary; she 
touches on a lot of things we have heard about (Leave No Child Behind, 
environmental activities, "The United States of Enron," department of agriculture 
regulations, the Iraq war--and more), and some we had not. Her final chapter 
does deal with what might be done--and besides reforming--constantly--campaign 
finance, she tells us to vote. If even half of what she says is accurate (I 
feel confident it is true, but the emphasis might be open to some discussion), 
then the least we can do is vote. 
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“Those are the books I never had a chance to finish, and those 
are the books I never had a chance to start.” 


** THE SAMURAI'S GARDEN. Gail Tsukiyama Novel ,Boox Group 

New York, St. Martin's Griffin, 1994; 211 pages 
What a lovely book. A tubercular young Chinese man goes to his grand- 

father's beach house in Japan to rest, and recover, and the time is 1937. There 
is a capable man who has taken care of the house for years, and now takes 
care of the young man as well. Stephen keeps a journal, and through that 
we learn of Matsu, Sachi, Keiko, Stephen's parents, the war, the leper colony, 
and the gardens, among other things. While not exactly a story, things do 
happen (we learn through the journal entries), and all the time we think about 
the activity, we also contemplate the garden. The story action is engaging, 
and the gardens are calming. (I'm trying to figure out about raking the 
rocks in the garden into different patterns . . . ) And a special note: this is 
written by a woman, first person, the protagonist is male, and the tone seems 
right all the way through. 


Coal] 


Tommy Patterson 
se “| P.O. Box 339 
A Ee Evergreen, CO 80437 


* * 
Vira iwey 


- er RS 
ae 


READING 
JANUARY 2004 


THE DEBT TO PLEASURE, John Lanchester Novel 
Toronto, McClelland & Stewart, 1996; 251 pages 
Okay, so I'm cheating. This came to me highly recommended, and when 
I couldn't get into it, she said, "Keep Going." I tried, but by page 69, 
I still had not been engaged, so I gave it up. (No, I don't get to count it.) 


THE LOVELY BONES, Alice Sebold Novel 
New York, Little Brown, 2002; 328 pages 

As the story opens, the narrator (Susie Salmon) is raped and killed, her 
body disposed of, by Mr. Harvey, a near-by. neighbor. Susie moves to 
Heaven and watches her friends and family deal with her death. The police 
try to find both her body and the murderer, with no luck, and Susie tells 
the reader what happens in Heaven and how she feels as all of these thing's 
are going on. As the narration continues, it becomes a bit tedious, but 
eventually the emphasis shifts from efforts to solve her murder and disappearance 
to the ways her family (father, mother, sister, brother, grandmother, dog, 
friends) try to adjust to her loss and to one another. Susie is still in Heaven, 
but when the narration moves more toward her family--what has happened to them 
and is happening--the story becomes more interesting. Is Mr. Harvey ever 
brought to justice? Yes, but not by the law as such, and that point lessens 
in importance as the family interactions develop. So, while I was almost ready 
to stop around page sixty-five, I stayed with it, was perked up about page 
230, and at the end, I decided it is a pretty good discussion presented from 
an unusual perspective. 

February 


JULY, JULY, Tim O'Brien Novel 


New York, Houghton MIfflin, 2002; 322 pages 

O'Brien writes so well that the book is engaging, even though the story itself--the 
activities and reminiscences of the class of 1969 at their 31st reunion--is not always 
wonderful. It took me a while to keep the characters straight; some of them seemed 
more interesting than others; some of the events seem slightly implausible (or maybe 
that was the characters themselves). The story does touch on what the people wanted 
or were hoping for, and whether (or not) they achieved their fantasies. I think 
that the Vietnam War was a defining period for O'Brien, but this book does not dwell 
on war activities as much as some of his others. A glowing cover blurb by James 
Carroll is certainly a positive recommendation. "The generation defined by its youth" 
comes of age. 


FIREWEED, Carolyn Campbell Novel, Book Group 
Evergreen, Colorado, Georgetown Editions, 2003; 446 pages 
Billed as "A woman's saga in gold rush America," the book opens with the family's 
trip across the country, originally to Oregon. After assorted negative occurrences, 
our heroine-~~Jenna--veers off to California, where gold is the driving force of 
the moment. Her experiences there are close to unbelievable, but she finally finds 
herself trotting off to Colorado where she hopes to locate both her husband and 
some gold. The first half or so of the book--about the wagon trip--hits some 
good points about travel of the time (Indians, illness, hardship). After Jenna 
leaves the group, her adventures become slightly less believable--although if everything 
were made to seem rationally developed the book would be way too long. I had 
some trouble figuring out, among other things, how she kept having enough money--she 
supposedly got a lot from the woman who became her guardian, but then she lost it 
all through the scheming relatives, and yet she still had some to invest and to 
live in San Francisco in pretty nice style. She was pretty savvy. I am trying 
to decide whether I cared about her-~-I suppose I did in part. The writing struck 
me aS appropriate for a younger audience, although there were some racy parts. 
(The book needs a proof reader and an editor.) 
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IDENTITY THEFT, Robert Hammond 

Franklin Lakes, N.J., Career Press, 2003, 205 pages 
Hammond gives some tips on how identity theft can occur, how one can try to 

avoid having it happen, how one can move to deal with it if it does occur. 

All of this is useful information, although we have heard much of it on television 

discussions. 


Non-fiction 


APRIL 
AN END TO EVIL, David Frum and Richard Perle Non-fiction, political 
New York, Random House, 2003, 279 pages 
Billed as "How to win the war on terror," Frum and Perle write clearly 
and convincingly, and they are very specific, which is refreshing. "The 
War at Home," "The War Abroad," "The War of Ideas," "A War for Liberty" 
are some of the chapter titles, and they also deal with friends and foes, 
plus citing why we must conduct this war in these ways. Especially interesting 
is their approach to Europe (one entity?) and the UN. They certainly make 
a case for fighting terrorism world-wide to help other nations achieve freedom, 
and why/how we are the primary champions. As fascinating as I found the 
book, it is a little difficult for me to be totally sold on the idea that (a) 
yes, this is our job, and (b) yes, we can doit. When our efforts are viewed 
as empire building, the whole job becomes even more difficult. The authors 
do talk about the religious factor in these endeavors, but again, the religious-- 
others see this.activity often as anti-muslim. That is also hard to know what 
approach would seem tolerant while not tolerating killing. Anyway, this is 
interesting reading. Non- 
*** SAILING THE WINE DARK SEA, fiction 
Thomas Cahill; New York, Doubleday, 
2003; 264 pages plus glossary,sources, 
chronology, index 
This is #IV in Cahill's "Hinges 
of History" and deals with "Why the 
Greeks Matter." He touches on 
so many things--culture, intellectual 
lives, vocabulary, logic, categorization, 
philosophy, mathematics, medicine, 
physics, modes of thinking, the 
shape that Christianity took, militarism, 
exclusion of women from citizenship--well, 
they certainly shaped a lot of 
our ideas both positive and negative. 
The writing occasionally hits a 
humorous note, and mostly is clear 
and readable. This is a wonderful 
book. 


—_€ 
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Non-fiction 
WINE AND WAR, Don and Petie Kladstrup 
New York, Broadway Books, 2001, 279 pp. 
$/PRESS ' (inel. notes, bib, etc.) 
7 This turned out to be much more 
interesting than I had antitipcated. It 

dealr with Frenee in the Second World War and how the protection of the wine 
crop became a part of the entire effort. The commentary about the various kinds of 
wine is beyond me, but the parts about the Resistance, who sold wine to whom, 
all of that, made for an adventure that had been hidden to me in previous war stories. 
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THE DAVINCI CODE, Dan Brown Fiction, mystery, book group 
New York, Doubleday, 2003; 454 pages 

For mystery buffs, this is a fair amount of fun to read. The writing is 
okay, although popping from one venue to another can get a bit dizzying at times. 
(It distracts me to have the chapter end... "there, in the middle of the 
floor . . ." and we don't find out what that was for a couple of chapters, 
in a different place.) The religious parts were not new to me, and they 
are an interesting bit of speculation. 1 am very willing to give the book its due 
(a good story)--I am just rather surprised at the groundswell of devotion to it. 
The code parts were also fun--I did figure Alexander Pope instead of a Pope--pope 
before they let that out, and I also figured the interlocking blade and chalice as the 
six-pointed star. That made me feel clever even though there were parts I did 
not figure out early on. 


JUNE 2004 


UNDER THE BANNER OF HEAVEN, Jon Krakauer Gea ree 
New York, Doubleday, 2003, 339 pages, plus notes, bibliography, index 

Those of you who have read Krakauer's other books and articles can probably 
understand why I went after this book, and my morbid fascination with Mormonism 
is another motive. The writing is compelling, as he seems to be most of the 
time, and he gives us added knowledge about Mormons--although I am not sure 
that this knowledge leads to actual understanding. Here is another example 
of a story where we know the ending right at the beginning and read the whole 
thing anyway, to see how the characters got there. (My morbid fascination 
continues. Go back to Wallace Stegner and Mormon Country.) 

JULY 

AMERICAN DYNASTY, Aristocracy, Fortune, and the Politics of Non-fiction, political 

Deceit in the House of Bush, Kevin Phillips 
New York, Viking (Penguin Group), 2004; 331 pages, plus index, appendixes, 
and copious notes 

If this had been written by a Democrat, it would be blasted on content and 
bias, but it was written by a (former) Republican, and this gives one pause 
as one goes through the family tree. Phillips deals with the financial background, 
oil, Yale, Skull and Bones, and myriad details of the lives of the Prescotts, 
Walkers, and Bushes. He examines four generations of "special interests, biases, 
scandals,"arms dealling, favoritism, and secrecy, and the re-invention of themselves 
from "silver-spoon Yankees to born again Texans." Phillips details the march 
to gain the White House--via the Bush financial and social empire. Both Neil 
and Marvin are mentioned, but not in as much detail, but they are a part of 
the family--so is Jed, who comes in as well. Phillips appears to stay with the 
progression of events, and does not descend to name-calling. Very interesting 
reading, if sometimes difficult, and very scary. 


** EATS SHOOTS AND LEAVES, Lynne Truss Non-fiction, grammar 
New York, Gotham Books (Penguin Group), 2003; 204 pages 


Most of this is a discussion-~easual and  humorous--of punctuation, but 


toward the end, Truss talks about communicating and computering and the 
changes that take place in the way we use language. This will, of course, 


FI 


go on the shelf with my collection of books about language and usage. 


NDING GOD AT HARVARD, Kelly Monroe Non-fiction, religion 


Grand Rapids, Michigan, Zondervan PUblishing, 1996, 360 pages 
THE CASE FOR FAITH, Lee Strobel 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, Zondervan Publishing, 262 pages 

THE QUESTION OF GOD, Armand Nicholi 

New York, Simon & Schuster/Free Press, 2002, 244 


I looked at all of these on request; the third one (Lewis and Freud on 


God and the meaning of life) was the most interesting. They all deal with 


th 


e journey toward conversion. 
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AUGUST 2004 


1 HATE YOU, DON'T LEAVE ME, Jerold Kreisman, M.D., & Hal Straus non-fiction 
(Understanding the Borderline Personality) 
New York, Avon, 1989, 166 pages plus index, appendices, notes, etc. 
The cover offers "professional advice, helping victims and their families," 
but of course the whole situation is far more complex than can be "fixed" 
by reading one book. And so, this is interesting reading, even if it cannot 
be definitive. 
Book 
Fiction, Group 
New York, Random House/ Vintage Books, 1971/1989; 174 pages 
"The first and most terrifying monster in English literature . . . tells his 
own side of the story . . ." Following Grendel's adventures around the 
Danish warriors is interesting to say the least, and gruesome in some respects. 
I know that this is an allegory--I just have not completely figured out what 
the myth is about. The possibility exists that it does not matter. 


LIFE OF PI, Yann Martel Fiction 
New York, Harcourt, 2001; 319 pages 

At the outset, it was hard for me to get interested in the story--I'm not 
sure why. I stayed with it because it did begin to pick up, and the tale 
itself--a young man surviving in the ocean, in a lifeboat, with a Bengal tiger 
for a companion (the hyena and something else were killed early on) had 
a certain amount ‘of interest partly because of the improbability. All of the 
adventures of Pi and the tiger comprised yet another allegory--and I think 
it is spiritual, but the survival itself was as good as the spiritual suggestion. 
The book has had a lot of positive publicity and reaction, which I do not feel 
is entirely merited. 


MORAL HAZARD, Kate Jennings A Novel 
New York, Fourth Estate, 2003; 175 pages (Harper Collins, 2002) 

While the topics in this novel are the financial markets, and a man with 
Alzheimer's, the book is not depressing. It is told in the first person; 
the protagonist is married to the man with Alzheimer's, and has to get a job 
to afford his care, so she works at writing speeches for a New York brokerage 
firm. The writing is spare and clear, and the author does give us some of 
her reactions to the climate of both Wall Street and her husband's iliness. One 
blurb mentions the "Alice in Wonderland quality of both the illness and the financial 
services industry," and that comment does address some of the observations. 


LZ 


— 
Tae Feta? 


= | 


Histon 


TIN 


ey 


sifirh 


7 (RR EET TY 


A 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


READING 
SEPTEMBER 2004 


OQ *** THE POWER BROKER, Robert Caro 
—_> New York, Vintage (Random House), 
1975; 1,162 pages plus notes 

and index 


Non-fiction 


Robert Moses was a phenomenal 


| Att —-4 ee SO character in my mind because he was 
aie Sei i uae never elected to any office, and yet 
os i was the most powerful official in New 

Ive never written anything, but I think I have a good ear for dialogue. York for some forty years. 1 wondere 


why, and that is why I wanted to 
read this book. The book is too long, 
Hpk but Caro--whose work we have seen 
in the past as being both careful and comprehensive--follows Moses from his early 
days as a very low level bureaucrat through the years when he became so powerful 
that no one could successfully oppose him. Born to wealth, family, and privilege, he 
worked for no salary for some time, and his mother supported him until he 
was thirty-two. Though abrasive and pushy, he ingratiated himself with the 
people who were in charge; he wrote modes of operation for systems in New 
York (his early efforts to reform the bureaucratic network were not approved 
in the beginning); he designed the rules for the park council, which eventually 
led to his vast control; he operated in ways that may have been legal, but 
had absolutely no room for any opposition to his own plans. He did achieve 
a great deal: The park development in New York and the road development 
were both feats of endeavor that had a lot of positive results. They also had 
some negative results--destroying neighborhoods, but it is hard for me--living 
in a completely different area--to decide whether the plus factors offset the 
minus factors. He was prejudiced, and disliked the "poor people" for whom the parks 
were supposedly developed. The part that interests me even more than what 
he accomplished is that the more power he acquired, the more he wanted--this 
quest for power and control began to feed on itself. We all would like to have 
some measure of control: when does some become enough? While Moses made 
enemies, his accomplishments often made it difficult for his enemies to challenge 
him. But in the end, his machinations helped turn the other people in power 
against him, and as the people and the times changed, Moses was ushered out. 


** THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME, Mark Haddon Nove 
New York, Vintage (Random House), 2004; 221 pages 
For openers this was slightly off-putting because the chapters are numbered not 
one, two, three, but with prime numbers (that is explained later on). But a couple 
of pages in, the story became intriguing, and it was not long before I was engaged 
in the struggles of the young man who was writing the story. Christopher begins by 
trying to find who killed the dog (on page one) and writing the story about it, but 
his adventures are compounded as his search goes on, and we learn about him and his 
family and some of the difficulties he encounters and manages--because he is a 
mathematical savant. He is fifteen, and the writing is suggestive of both his age and 
his problems, but it is very readable, and the reader wants to find out more, always 
more. This is an unusual story, written in an unusual but very affecting way. 
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* THE FINISHING SCHOOL, Muriel 
Spark Novel 
New York, Doubleday (Random House) 
2004, 181 pages 

Somehow it never occurred to me to 
look for something by Spark past 
"The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie," 
but now that I have found this one, 
I will look for some of the over twenty 
novels she has authored, because 
this one is clearly, engagingly 
written, and suggests enough ideas 
(hypocrisy, self-delusion, moral 
ambiguity says the dust cover!) 
to make the reading interesting yet 
leaves room for the reader's thoughts 
“The ‘Times called his novel downloadable.” and conclusions. I had a good time 
with this one. 


FAT MAN FED UP, Jack Germond Fee BOMBER 
New York, Random House, 2004, 211 pages ) 

Jack Germond is a political columnist, has worked at the 
Baltimore Sun, the Washington Star, and has appeared on "Meet 
the Press," "Today," CNN, "McLaughlin Group," and "Inside Washington." He has 
appealed to me in all these guises because he is so reasonable--he says what 
he thinks, and does not yell at the other panelists. This book is sub-titled "How 
American Politics Went Bad," and I cannot cover his material in this brief piece. 
He deals with polls, television, money, advertising, bias, many of the candidates 
both recent and not so recent, and he laces all of this with his personal anecdotes. 
A recurring criticism is that with brief (didn't seem brief, did it) campaigns 
and the candidates/hopefuls rushing around the country, the voters never really 
get to assess them on the basis of anything real. Say something often enough 
and people believe it, empty slogans, noise above nuance--and I am not quite 
sure how to change all that. His writing makes this wonderful reading. 

Fiction ; 

A SEASON OF DELIGHT, Joanne Greenberg Book group 
Millburn, New Jersey; Montemayor Press; 2003 (original 1981); 244 pages 

Yes, I typed this and read it when it first came out, but our book eroup 
is going to "do" it so I read it again, and I liked it as much as the first time. The 
heroine comes up with brief but thoughtful comments about her life and motivations. 
She is in a small town, fire-and-rescue squad, and is dealing with the separation from 
her (and her husband) of their children, who are grown, and on to their own lives. 
As is her custom, Mrs. Greenberg treats the rescue episodes with the accuracy that 
comes from extensive research (and in this case, participation), but even so, I think 
her exploration of people is even more impressive than her precision in writing about 
a wide variety of topics. 


Hee TADE IN AMERICA, Non- 
olll Bryson fiction 
New York, William Morrow, 
1994; 364 pages, plus notes, 
bibliography, index 


Billed as "an informal history 

of the English language in the 
United States," Bryson has 
produced a kind of U.S. history 
as the framework for words that 
we have added to the language 
(and when and why). The 

- | (s Sal Ge} - ‘eee content of the text is very 

os ees R =a ——= | Beet interesting in and of itself, but 
ia =e) Sat | xy | ogee saa the way Bryson writes makes it 
BA OY I'L), 0 Vita ae i} ieee doubly so. It is not a humorow 
ae al eon et book, but the way he presents 
his material is often very funny 
He writes with a light touch, 


my Giese and he can draw humor and 
; SSS irony out of all kinds of 
“Ay 


S38 situations. I kept laughing 
as S| out loud as J read it--great fun 
S Reeanere 


“Well, Mr. Goddam Fancy-Pants Small- Lown-Exposé hot shot! OCTOBER 
What makes you think we don’t all have lusty, kiss-and-tell 


memotrs boiling away inside us?” Tommy Patterson 
) P.O. Box 339 
z ‘ Evergreen, CO 80437 
*** HOUSE OF BUSH HOUSE OF SAUD, Craig Unger Non-fiction 


New York, Scribner, 2004, 281 pages, plus appendices, chronology, notes, 
and index 

With such a wealth of information in this tome, it is hard to know where 
to begin or what to highlight. Unger deals with the relationship between 
the Bush family and the Saudi family, but of course he traces the evolution 
of the interaction which includes oil, banking, investment, influence, war, 
arms deals, and money. Familiar names cropped up--not just G.H.W.Bush 
and G.W. Bush but James Baker, Rumsfeld, Cheyney, Clifford, BCCI, the 
Carlyle Group, name some more--in arrangements that someone in the financial 
world might understand, but I do not. Saudi Arabia needed American military 
protection and a place to invest billions of petrodollars in the 1970s and that 
was the beginning of what developed into the rise of Islamic fundamentalism. 
Unger's scary, closing comment: "Never before had an American president 
been so closely tied to a foreign power that harbors and supports our country's 
mortal enemies." Try this to give you a good dose of depression. 


ONCE UPON A TIME, J. Randy Taraborrelli Biography 
New York, Warner, 2003; 524 pages plus index, appendices, source notes 

some people read romance novels, some like mysteries for diversion; I seem 
to seek movie-star books as my guilty pleasure--not always a lot of lasting 
value, but certainly a change from some of the stuff I read. This one told 
a great deal about Grace Kelly's adaptation to Monaco, but the most revealing 
part (at least to me) was that she primarily married Rainier to please her father, 
who always put her down, and never recognized any accomplishments of hers--even 
when she was a wildly successful movie star and won an Oscar. Although she 
began her royal life with some trepidations, she and Rainier grew together 
as a couple, and the last few years prior to her death--in spite of their children's 
carrying on--were good for her--her own assessment. 
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gt a a eae ny i} THE BOTANY OF DESIRE 
nag vB Michael Pollan 

(non-fiction) 
New York, Random House, 
2001; 245 pages (plus 
sources and index) 
"A Plant's-Eye View of the 
World" 

The premise of the book is 
a discussion of how humans 
act on plants to get what we 
want--but do the plants act 
on us to develop how they 
want? He tells the story of 


ly > ~ 


JECEMBER 2004 


and the potato from the point 
of view of the plants. This 
is captivating information, but 
not quite captivating reading. 
The part about marijuana is the longest, and it is certainly fascinating the way that 
plant has changed over time and desire. 


in a car from East Seventy-eighth Street to Bridgehampton?” 


JANUARY 2005 


KEE BRINKLEY'S BEAT, David Brinkley 


6k 


New York, Random House, 2003, 349 pages 

"People, Places, and Events That Shaped My Time" describes the material in the 
book, but does not capitalize on how good that material is--both in his presentation, 
and his selection of topics. Bilbo, Dies, Hoover, May Craig, Joe McCarthy, 
Everett Dirksen, JImmy Hoffa, Lyndon Johnson, Bobby Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, 
and Bill Clinton are the people he talks about. Normandy, the Mediterranean, 
the Mississippi, and two cities, three beaches, and two Birminghams are his 
place selections. The events he mentions are political conventions (more than 
one), a state visit, and the Kennedy Assassination, and while all of these 
topics are interesting presentations, the state visit is wonderful because he 
gives detail with which I was completely unfamiliar--how they prepare, what 
is done in the way of ceremony and service--very detailed, and extremely 
interesting (the visit was by Haile Selassie). So, this made for very good 
reading, and it is a large print book, which makes it even better. 


J ANUARY 2005 


BALZAC AND THE LITTLE CHINESE SEAMSTRESS, Dai Sijie Novel 
New York, Anchor (Random House), 2002, 184 pages 

Part of this is about the "reeducation" of two young Chinese men; part of 
it is about the relationship of one of them with a young Chinese woman; part 
of it is about literature and its importance to them in their travails. It is 
significant(] think) that such a short book, with such varied themes, can 
be so engaging and lovely. 
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* READING LOLITA IN TEHRAN 
Azar Nafisi 

New York, Random House, 2004 
343 pages Memoir 

_(Book Group selection) 


The lamguage of this book 
is fairly readable, and it is 
| 1 ha ; certainly interesting to get her 
een Se Ase ae eel take on the books and her 
pease — students! reactions to them, bui 
I found it moderately difficult 
to follow because she does 
not explain the time frames--part of the time she is married, part of the time she 
is not, the girls come and go--and sometimes she uses punctuation for quotes and 
sometimes not, so one is left to guess who is talking or if someone is simply 
thinking. I had hoped to learn a lot about Iran, and I suppose I learned something, 
but I found this more about Nafisi and her classes than about Iran. Still, it was 
informative, and I am glad that I have read it. 


THE DRIVER'S SEAT, Muriel Spark Fiction (Book Group) 
New York, New Directions, 1970, 107 pages 

Boy is THIS a weird story. The writing is clean and clear, although there are 
certainly some parts of the action that are never explained as to motivation and 
basis. That's okay; it read well, and since it is so beautifully short the reader can 
get to the heart of things pretty fast. Spark says she "aims to startle as well as 
please," and I think she is successful. 


Novel (Book Group) 
*** THE KITE RUNNER, Khaled Hosseini 

New York, Riverhead Books, 2003; 371 pages 

Hosseini gives us a wonderful story--filled with both joys and sorrows-—-and 
some insight into Afghanistan as well. The cover blurbs--mentioning love, honor, 
guilt, fear, redemption--are true, and the book is "powerful and haunting." The 
protagonist (Amir) comes of age in the peaceful days of the monarchy just prior 
to the revolution and the Russian invasion. His own travails are interwoven 
with the political problems of the country. Both the political and personal arms 
of the story are cleanly and compellingly written, and the narrative has a lot 
of surprises. This book is definitely worth the reading time. 


k* MURDER AT THE BROWN PALACE, Dick Kreck Non-fiction 

Golden, Colorado; Fulcrum Press, 2003, 197 pages plus notes, bibliography 

Even knowing that there was a murder at the Brown (in 1911) and that it was 
a bit seamy, reading about it held my interest. Kreck (Denver journalist})covers 
a lot of details and follows through the trial so that the reader can get a feeling 
for the times, and some answers to that frequently UN-answered question, "What 
ever happened about... ?" The writing is journalistic rather than poetic, but 
that is certainly appropriate. 
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THE CONTRARY BLUES, John Billheimer 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 1998, 244 pages--mystery story 

The writing seems to be at about a sixth grade level, which is all right since 
that is reportedly the level of a great deal of the American public. The story itself 
is okay--involves the usual murder, theft, fraud, sex, with sub-plots, all of the 
good things in a mystery. The similes are sometimes painful, and get a bit tedious. 
As I comment on this, remember that mysteries are not my preferred genre, so my 
assessment is prejudiced. It is not the best I have read, but it is not the worst. 


ee A SIMPLE PLAN, Scott Smith 

New York, Alfred Knopf, eee — —. 
1993; 335 pages; novel 

As the scene opens, the 
protagonist (Hank) and his 
brother--a Clem Cadiddlehorper--- 
come upon a crashed airplane 
with a dead pilot and lots of 
money inside. The story 
unfolds after an initial deciciouw 
to hang on to the money until 
they see if anyone seems te be 
missing it. In spité of the 
simple plan they devise, the 
bodies fall right and left 
throughout the book, with 
Hank making a valiant effor% 
to maintain that he is really a 
good person. The book is 
written well and is very 
readable, and gave me night- 
mares until I finished. I 
Suppose this is a mystery, 
but not in the usual sense 
of finding a killer. But 
what an adventure. MAY 


*e* FREAKONOMICS, Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner Non-fiction 

New York, William Morrow/Harper Collins, 2005, 207 pages, plus notes, index, etc. 
"A rogue economist explores the hidden side of everything" 

Filled with interesting information and supported by statistics, the authors are 
expk cing "the riddles of everyday life." One of the main points that comes through is that 
the modern world is not only complicated but also even more intriguing than we might 
think--if we ask the right questions. "If morality represents how we would like the world 
to work, then economics represents how it actually does work." They deal with teachers, 
real estate agents, parents, criminals, often comparing groups we might think totally 
disparate. This is fascinating stuff. 


ON BULLSHIT, Harry G. Frankfurt Non-fiction 
Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2005; 67 half-size pages 
After hearing Frankfurt on television, I expected this to be a fairly high-level 

discussion of the topic, but I was disappointed. It is not as comprehensive as 

I had hoped in its motivation and uses. Still, he does talk about bullshit and 
lying and the differences therein, and if one concentrates on his comments, it 
may shed a little light on the topic. I'm wrong (see above)--it is a high level 
discussion, it just is not as illuminating as I had hoped.it would be. 
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*** A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN, Betty Smith Pichon, Book, Group 


New York, Perennial Classics/Harper Collins; 1968/first published 1943; 493 pages 
This is definitely a marvelous book. The writing is clear (and linear, which I like), 

andthe story rational. We get a feel for the family managing under very difficult 
circumstances in Brooklyn in the early years of the 20th century. I do think that it 
began to lose a little steam after Franmie left 8th grade, and had to go to work to 
help the family survive. I suppose that the author kept going so that we could see 
"how it all turned out," which was very nice, but the early part was so moving, 

and so real, that I think she could have stopped around page 300 even if we were 
left up in the air. Nevertheless, I found the book very moving, and am glad that 

we took it up again in book group--again, since we all knew about it in the 40s. 


THE GIVING TREE, Shel Silverstein Children's book 
New York, Harper Collins, 1964; pages not numbered, but this went quickly 
"Once there was a tree, and she loved a little boy." and the cover also 
says the book "offers an interpretation of the gift of giving and a serene 
aceptance of another's capacity to love in return," but this story (parable) 
is sad because the giving and the loving both seem to come from the tree, 
and the boy is demanding, and grows more so as he grows up. It certainly 
is a moving story--maybe one can get out of it what one wants . 


NAKED PICTURES OF FAMOUS PEOPLE, Jon Stewart Humor 
New York, Harper Collins/Perennial, 1998; 163 pages 

Stewart has compiled essays about politics, religion, and celebrity, and 
he is certainly very adept at parody. This reads better a little at a time 
rather than all at one sitting because it covers so many areas, and it is very 
funny--either because of or in spite of its sharpness. 


TS 


oh og 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O, Box 339 


| | 7 i Evergreen, CO 80437 
eH Sj 
; AS Nd iW \ EE JUNE 2005 
ee eee: >i WT *** THE BEAST 
rs ze Kies VR a IN THE GARDEN, David 
NG ee aegis — Baron 
nad Ee : RAR \ New York, Norton, 2004, 
7] LE Se Fa } 242 pages 
CS oe Yes, this is about 
RS See a sf | mountain lions, but I 
PRESS fe Ie recommend it not to 
pa | | | eee make everyone scared 
SULA I] ; of mountain lions--we 
MANKOPr : mainly need to be 


“er b erva t--b it t ak 
Tm confused now. Was Shakespeare somebody : a = moe eet oe = on 


else or was somebody else Shakespeare?” just in lion country) 


aware of how human 
intrusion in the landscap: 
changes the environment, 
the habitat, and the 
: habits of the animals. 
The book is interestingly written, covers several lion attacks (Scott Lancaster in 
Idaho Springs, in great detail), and addresses attitudes—-especially in Boulder, I 
think that realtors should give a copy of the book to new homeowners (fat chance), and 
I think everyone in the foothills should read it to try to come to an understanding of 
some of these processes. 


THE END OF FAITH, Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason; Sam Harris 
New York, W.W. Norton, 2004, 227 pages plus notes, bibliography, and index 
Harris' writing is so clean and clear that one can hardly help but agree 
with him, and finish the book ready to march off to. . . but here I am, and 
I am not quite sure where I should march. He is hard on Muslims, but he 
is hard on all fanatics. (He does say that Islam is about 500 years behind 
Christianity--we don't behead people any more [that I know of].) Primarily, 
he warns against the "encroachment of organized religion into world politics," 
and he does it rationally. I think he does not so much disapprove of faith 
as he dislikes positive statements without evidence. Maybe that's my rather 
than his comment. At any rate, this is very good reading, and very thought 
provoking. material. 


JULY 2005 

CAT AND MOUSE, Gunter Grass Novel 
New York, New American Library, 1964, 127 pages; translated by Ralph Manheim 

Since I never read Grass' THE TIN DRUM (the Pulitzer book), I thought 
I would read this (much shorter) and see if I felt that I wanted to attack 
the longer book. The hero is a German schoolboy, the time is World War II, 
and the story is about him and his friends. It is a story with more depth 
than is first apparent, but the comment that this book is "hilarious, tragic, 
unforgettable" is a little over the top. One thing that bothered me especially 
is that sometimes the last word is left off a sentence--or the object of a verb 
may be omitted. That might be the translation, but it makes the reading a 
bit jerky in spots. 
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** INSIDE THE KINGDOM, Carmen Bin Ladin Book Group pick 

New York, Warner Books, 2004, 204 pages; non-fiction 
If you ever had any doubt about the restrictiveness of Islamic fundamentalism, 

this book should clear that away. Carmen was married to Yeslam Bin Ladin, 
a half-brother of Osama Bin Ladin, and she details her roots (briefly), her 
marriage, the position of women in Saudi Arabia, and her own escape from 
Yeslam and the Kingdom. One point that impressed me was her commentary 
about the Saudi royalty, the Bin Ladin family, and the oil, which was discovered 
(I think) in 1930 or so. Because she lived part of the time in America, in 
Switzerland, and other spots in Europe, as well as Saudi Arabia, she had 
a lot of adjusting to do. The text is very readable, although it struck me 
as having been written by someone younger than Carmen. 


** THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY, Erik Larson (he wrote Isaac's Storm) Book Group pick 

New York, Crown, 2003, 432 pages; non-fiction 

Because this deals with two entirely different stories, this is really two 
books in one. One part deals with the Columbian Exposition--the Chicago 
World's Fair of 1892-93-~and it is highly detailed about the genesis and the 
development of the fair, including the planning, the architects, fund-raising, 
even the rush to hold the fair in Chicago, and the assorted problems the fair 
organizers had to cope with. The other part concerns a serial killer who 
was operating at the time of the fair in and around Chicago. Why combine 
these two stories? The author says, "The juxtaposition of pride [why Chicago 
was so eager to win the fair] and unfathomed evil [the serial killer] struck 
me as offering powerful insights into the nature of men and their ambitions." 
One of the many interesting parts of the fair was the invention of the Ferris 
Wheel, which was an effort to out-do the development of the Eiffel Tower. 
So, there is a lot of very interesting information on both the fair and the 
killer, but I am not sure that the combination achieved what Larson intended 
as to the nature of men--I felt that I could pick up the ambitions part if the 
stories were presented separately. At times, the reading was rather slow-going. 
Still, since I know the area where the fair was held, it was all of interest to 
me. No, I was not born at the time of the fair--so knock it off with the remarks 
as to whether I remember attending. 

AUGUST 2005 


*** AMERICA (The Book), A Citizen's Guide to Democracy Inaction 
Jon Stewart; with a foreword by Thomas Jefferson 
New York, Warner, 2004, 220 pages; political humor 
The material in this book defies description except that it is funny--it is 
sarcastic, cynical, disrespectful, and clever, as it forces the reader to laugh 
at the whole situation. 


GILEAD, Marilynne Robinson 
New York, Farrar Straus Giroux, 2004, Fiction, 247 pages. 

Okay, the story concerns four generations of Iowa preachers (although the 
last one is too young--is not yet a minister), with some involvement in the 
Civil War. (I think the argument between the first two was over abolition and 
non-abolition.) The writing is a kind of memoir from #3 at age 70+ to #4 at 
age 7. And a best friend and his children also come into the action. The message 
to the son (#4) is sometimes spiritual, sometimes familial, sometimes undecipherable. 
The, writing--lauded by the cover comments-—-is often vague (he, his father, 
his grandfather--who are they talking about?), and the heart of the story—-the best 
friend's son--does not get going until 3/4 of the way through. I need someone 
to explain to me why this book is so highly recommended. 
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CHIPETA, QUEEN OF THE UTES, Cynthia Becker & P. David Smith; Biography 

Montrose, CO; Western Reflections Publishing; 2003; 255 pages; index & bibliography 
Chipeta was known first as Chief Ouray's wife, but after his death she 

was partly ignored and cheated, yet later honored. The main thing I got out 

of this book was how Ouray negotiated with the whites about Indian territory 

and was undercut by constant changes in the approach to the land or neglect 

of the treaty arrangements. Ouray was definitely a peacemaker, and often 

engineered settlements to keep from confrontations between the two groups. 

It was brought to my attention that Indians do not have the same feeling about 

"owning" land (they don't) that the whites have (they do). Chipeta's greatest 

legacy "was that through all that happened to her she did not become embittered." 

That's probably a little hard for most of us to understand. This is an interesting 

account, which is fairly readable. 


DAISY MILLER, Henry James Book Group Pick 
New York, Penguin Books; first published 1878; 126 pages including intro, 
notes, and preface 

This is a period piece that elaborates on manners and morals in the 19th 
century. James' writing may not embrace the action and excitement of some 
writers, but for what this does, I find the writing very good. James writes 
about an independent woman who does not follow the codes of respectable 
behavior. Geoffrey Moore adds a discussion of the text that almost makes 
reading the book superfluous, but I found his comments interesting and helpful. 


TENDER IS THE NIGHT, F. Scott Fitzgerald BOOK GROUP ees 
New York, Scribner, 1933; 313 pages 

While I think I liked THE GREAT GATSBY better, I picked this for book 
group because I had never read it, and I wanted to make some kind of comparison. 
This is well written, and fairly readable, although sometimes he does jump 
to a new time or locale without much warning. The story--sometimes called 
autobiographical--deals with rich, indulgent, selfish, often careless expatriates-—- 
okay, not a group of people one particularly wants to consider his inner circle, 
but a picture that is historically revealing and interesting. So, I cannot say 
that I enjoyed the book, but I am very glad I read it. 


NOVEMBER 

ORDINARY WOLVES, Seth Kantner Book Group Pick 
Minneapolis, MIlkweed Editions, 2004; 322 pages 

Billed as fiction, this book introduces us to growing up in Alaska, with 
parts of the narrative in the wild and in the city--with introspection as to how 
the two areas affect the hero. Some of-the writing is straight-ahead, but 
a few places are almost poetically lovely. "Captures the contrast between 
the wild world and our ravaging consumer culture” and explores "Alaska's social 
dynamic." 


AN UNFINISHED LIFE, Mark Spragg Novel 
New York, Vintage (Random House), 2005; 257 pages 

The promo mentions family and friends, and they are here, but there are 
also a lot of other levels--grief, guilt, forgiveness, vigor, protection, you 
name it, and there is a grizzly bear just to perk things up. I liked the movie-- 
which I saw first--so much I decided to read the book, and I liked the book, 
too. (The book didn't have pictures of Robert Redford.) Something about 
both the book and the movie struck me as being very honest, and the writing 
itself is straight-forward. 
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THE MEANING OF EVERYTHING, Simon Winchester Non-fiction 

Oxford, Oxford University Press, (New York), 2003; 250 pages plus index and bib. 
You will all remember THE PROFESSOR AND THE MADMAN; this is by the same 

author, and is subtitled "The Meaning of Everything," because it is the story of 

the Oxford English Editionary, starting with the first editor Herbert Coleridge and 

highlighting all kinds of key figures. James Murray spent a half-century getting 

the project finished--although even after it was finished it continued evolving, as does 

the language. It is a fascinating story, fairly well written by Winchester. 


JANUARY 2006 


** OUR ENDANGERED VALUES, Jimmy Carter Non-fiction commentary 

New York, Simon and Schuster, 2005; 202 pages plus index 
Subtitled "America's Moral Cri isis," Carter examines America's beliefs--those 

held in common, and those that are different, his faith, religious fundamentalism, 
conflicts among religious people, "the entwining of church and state," divorce, 
homosexuality, abortion, women, Fundamentalism in government, foreigh policy, 
the environment, and very interestingly—-"No Conflict Between Science and 
Relgion." I am still coping with the meaning of fundamentalism and evangelism--and 
I think the difference is that fundamentalists stick to some beliefs and are 
(Carter's words) rigid, domineering, and exclusive, whereas evangelicals are trying 
to share the joy of their beliefs with others. [I may, indeed, have that 
all wrong.] One of the things that surprised me about this book is that Carter 
is completely ungentle about the current administration in the way it has dealt 
with the environment and some other things that many of us consider pretty 
basic to the beliefs and operations of the United States. One of the positive 
aspects of the book--and there are many--is that Carter is not trying to convert 
the reader to his (Carter's) particular faith or doctrine. He says that today 
"is a challenging and disturbing time for those whose lives are shaped by 
religious faith based on kindness towards each other." (p. 80) Besides finding 
the book positive, good reading, I admire Carter for his post-presidential 
life--for none of which does he seek acclaim. 


BLINDED BY THE RIGHT, David Brock Non-fiction 
New York, Crown, 2002; 336 pages 

Though sub-titled "The conscience of an ex-conservative," Brock seems to 
be a conservative still, just not a Republican--and he mentions in the book how 
the Republicans seem to have deviated from some of the conservative mantras--like 
keeping government small, maintaining fiscal responsbility, and promoting individual 
activity. He began as someone with liberal social values, but tried to get ahead 
in the conservative movement as a journalist, and a gay man at that. The book 
details a lot of the activity of the Clinton-hating-extremists, and by the time 
Brock is through, one cannot help but feel that Hillary was correct--there was 
a vast right wing conspiracy. When Brock realized he was part of its promotion, 
he wrote a book (his first book was about Anita Hill, and served to discredit 
her, which he later found to be wrong) about Hillary Clinton, which his group 
hoped would promote her less charming side, but which turned out to alienate 
his right-wing pals because he found no evidence of crookedness on Hillary's 
part. Brock admits to getting a lot of things wrong, and putting them in print, 
and of course one cannot be sure if he feels that he is getting it correct now, 
after all. Still, his descriptions of the machinations, the political activities 
in the pursuit of self-promotion (not just his own--that of others, as well) are 
extremely interesting--to say nothing of depressing that this is how the system 
is conducted. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


JANUARY 2006 


*EX COLORADO, 1870-2000, II; John Fielder, W. H. Jackson Photos, text 


Colorado Historical Society/Westcliffe Publishers; 2006; 155 pages 

This is the companion volume to Fielder's first book that pairs Jackson's 
photographs of 100 + years ago with those of Fielder in the past few years. While 
this might appear to be simply a coffee table book, it is a great deal more. The 
photographs, as one might expect, are absolutely wonderful, but there is accompanying 
text for each pair, by Gillian Klucas, that points up not only the differences or 
similarities but also a little history. It is like a personal photo album for me 
because it shows a lot of places Dick took me over the years. The sad note 
comes in the last photo, where Klucas mentions that Gale Norton (interior secretary) 
(former state attorney general and lobbyist for mining and timber interests) is 
"helping the George W. Bush administration undermine [preservation] efforts 
by allowing oil and gas drilling on the public lands 
at an unprecendented 
scale." 


LOmMy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 


Evergreen, CO 80437 


READING 
Pers Arebruary 2006 


SHORT HISTORY OF NEARLY 


EVERYTHING, Bill Bryson 
(Non-fiction) 
New York, Broadway Books, 


2003; 478 pages plus notes, 
bibliography, index 
Before I started, I thought 
this was going to be a kind of 
condensed world history, or 
history of western civilization. 
It is not that at all, but far 
more comprehensive. He 
starts with the cosmos, then 
measuring the earth, on to 
Einstein, "Dangerous Planet" 
2 : ; the part about what is in 
Well, instead of discussing the book we could discuss in ares is fascinating), "Life 
why none of us had time to read it.” : Itself," and "The Road to Us." 
As I read, I thought I was 
grasping what he was saying; 
at the end, I am not sure I did, but tne writing is so good that Bryson almost 
lulls us into the feeling of understanding. In the midst of all of this very serious 
and sometimes technical material, he throws a bon mot here and there that makes 
one smile. The part about the oceans was pretty new to me, and he does move 
into cells and then to Darwin (and Darwin was not alone in his ideas ... ), but 
at the end, it is not absolutely definitive about when, how, from what man developed. 
That's okay--there will no doubt be more discoveries, and more knowledge from them. 
The book is the result of Bryson's own curiosity, and to answer his questions he 


consulted "the world's most profound scientific minds." He has made the world in 
_ which we live "full of wonder and delight." This is a wonderful book. 
March 2006 
* CRAMPTON HODNET, Barbara Pym Novel 


New York, E.P. Dutton, 1985, but written in 1939; 216 pages 

This text, prepared after Pym's death by Hazel Holt, is rather humorous, although I 
am not sure that is what was intended. The story is about some people at Oxford who 
have very small happenings which some of them turn into very large topics of conversation, 
especially the primary gossip. This is easy reading, the story line is not demanding, and 
it is a tolerable respite from the heavy stuff (see above)currently at hand. Oh, yes, the 
cover tells us that this is a Pym consummate farce; I think I would call it a discussion 
of manners of a much earlier time,nota discussion so much as a story involving how people 
behaved in that circumstance. April 


** NEW RULES, Bill Maher Non-fiction, humor 
USA, Rodale, 2005, 228 pages 
Subtitled "Polite Musings from a Timid Observer," the gentle reader can 
guess that this is not do polite--nor is Maher very timid, but he certainly 
is funny. He makes me think of the days when Mort Sahl provided the humorous 
alert to the political environment. Yes, some of what Maher says is a bit 
over the top, but an equal amount is right on the mark, and makes me laugh 
to boot. 
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***F THE WORLD IS FLAT, Thomas L. Friedman April 2006 
New York, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005; 469 pages; non-fiction 

Thomas Friedman is familiar to many as a columnist and an expert on the 
Middle East. With this book--"a brief history of the twenty-first century"--he 
displays a new side that covers a great deal more than the Middle East, 
and while he writes in a very readable style, the material is so comprehensive 
that I do not agree with the readers who say that this is an easy book. 
His expression that the world is flat is explained in ten chapters which he 
calls the flatteners, and these items include discussions about open-sourcing, 
outsourcing, offshoring, inourcing, and supply-chaining, the mention of which 
does not cover the subject by any means. He devotes a lot of time to Wal 
Mart and how they got where they are, and UPS, and how they got where 
they are, and what they do for others. He does say that as the dealing 
started with countries, it moved to companies, and then to individuals--thanks 
to the technology of computers and communications. He mentions the "Dell 
Theory of Conflict Prevention," which is largely the idea that if any of the 
countries that deal with one another mess things up, the whole world will 
be in great chaos, so it makes sense that these countries do not want to 
go to war with one another. That's comforting, except he also points out 
that this idea does not extend to some of the most difficult countries, and 
certainly not to individual terrorists, ail of whom are trying to overcome 
their humiliation at not being as advanced as the developed countries. Much 
of the bock seems to stress that one (individual, country) must work hard 
to keep up because falling behind can be so deadly, and that part can be 
depressing, but toward the end, he expands a bit to include imagination, 
and he becomes somewhat more upbeat. When I] say I did not like the book 
very much, that is because I did not like the message very much, but his 
writing is clear and logical (and convincing) and I think it does cover some 
very timely and important concepts. 


DON'T THINK OF AN ELEPHANT, George Lakoff Non-fiction-political 
White River Junction, Vermont; Chelsea Green Pub.; 2004; 119 pages 

Lakoff's discussion is largely about framing the political debate; he does 
include some specific suggestions (which I have trouble remembering). A 
friend of mine suggests that one can also avoid being on the defensive by 
asking questions (many of which are not answerable). The Republicans 
spent about forty years figuring out how to regain their power in Congress, 
and the Democrats now have to counter that trend--but they were in the 
ascendant for so long, they have forgotten how. 


Biography 
AUDREY HEPBURN, AN ELEGANT SPIRIT, Sean Hepburn Ferrer (her son) 
New York, Atria Books, 2003, 230 pages, with many wonderful pictures 
Apparentely Audrey Hepburn was insecure and very sad, but I loved 
the way she icoked and danced, so I suppose I envied her in addition to 
admiring her. The book is a lovely remembrance. 


AN OCEAN APART, Robin Pilcher Novel 
New York, Thomas Dunne Books, 1999 (reprint 2005); 470 pages 

Here is a family saga that is very readable, covers death, intrigue, grieving, 
recovery, new romance, children--something for everyone, and the story 
is a lot of fun. . Early on, Pilcher overdoes the adjectives, but that evens 
out, and the parts wheresomething happens without being totally explained 
are happily melded into the story. The setting in both Scotland and the 
U.S. is a good mechanism--and the plane flights back and forth are easily 
accomplished (unlike our current climate). 
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KATHARINE HEPBURN, The Untold Story; James Robert Parish Biography 
New York, Advocate Books, 2005; 299 pages plus index and massive bibliography 

Since I like Katharine Hepburn's work, I was drawn to read more about her, 
and although this did cover some material about her family, and her early career 
endeavors, it turns out that the untold story was primarily about which film 
notables were gay, lesbian, or bisexual. Happily, we were spared any intimate 
details. Hepburn wanted te be a star, and she worked very hard to see that 
she was. This book can easily be skipped, even by Hepburn fans. 
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* SUMMER CROSSING, Truman Capote Fiction 


New York, Random House, ¢c/2006, but written before any of his other ‘works; 
138 pages 

At the beginning, the action jumps a bit so that the reader is slightly 
confused as to who is where, when, but starting noticeably on page 44, the writing 
itself--especially the descriptions--takes hold, and I kept reading even though 
I did not care an enormous amount about the characters. This was Capote's 
first effort, and he may have intended that it never be published. He moved 
on to Other Voices, Other Rooms, Breakfast at Tiffany's, and of course 
In Cold Bloocl, and while I am not sure I could emote about his writing the 
way many critics do, I do think that this is extremely interesting reading, 
and I am glad his trustee decided to publish it. 


LIFE'S LITTLE ANNOYANCES, Ian Urbina Humor 
New York, Henry Holt, 2005; 189 pages 

This is subtitled "True Tales of People Who Just Can't Take It Anymore," 
and is divided into chapters such as "Weapons of the Weak," and "Service 
With A Snarl." It is full of humorous pieces and can be read when one 
has only a few minutes to devote to reading instead of a whole evening. 
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fiction 

WAL-MART, The Face of Twenty-First Century Capitalism; Ed. Nelson. Lichtenstein 

New York, The New Press, 2006; 283 pages plus notes, sources, index 

Absolutely stuffed with information, this book is not especially fun-reading 

but it is extremely informative. I certainly admire Sam Walton for his creativity 

in developing the Wal-Mart model and operation, and for utilizing the new 

modes of technology to make his company the behemoth it is. I applaud 

the editor for covering not only this part of the story but also the opposite 

parts--how suppliers and employees are dealt with in the company. The 

fact that it began in Arkansas had cultural implications, and Wal-Mart is 

now so huge that it is a power in the economic, social, cultural, and political 

arenas. There is a lot about this growth that is probably positive, but 

there is also some that strikes me as negative. Further, it is noted in the 

book that the United States has moved from a producer-economy to a consumer- 

economy--a move that has implications I don't think I like. Okay--things 

change; but [ don't have to like all of it. 
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“Right here is where you lost the narrative flow.” 


THE SECRET GOLDFISH, David Means Fiction 
New York, Fourth Estate (Harper Collins), 2004; 211 pages 

Here is a collection of stories "poised at the moment of catastrophe," 
where Means views his characters "from somewhere just beyond." The cover 
blurbs are far more glowing than am I; I did not find the writing engaging, 
nor did I find his characters people about whom I could generate any interest. 
This is an interesting exercise because it is different, and I have met the 
author. 


A CHANCE MEETING, Rachel Cohen Non-fiction 
New York, Random House, 2004; 309 pages plus notes and index 

"Each chapter of this inventive consideration of American culture evokes 
an actual meeting between two historical figures,’ but I am never sure whether 
the meeting took place this way or Cohen wrote about it as it might have, 
since the people did in fact know one another. The material here is very 
interesting, even if the presentation is not quite gripping. But the idea 
that all of the people dealt with not only had contact with one another (not 
all with all, but each with a few) but also contributed to the "continuum 
of literary community" is a fascinating construct which Cohen has developed 
in a work that is a positive contribution to our understanding. 
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ONE MAN'S WILDERNESS, 
Sam Keith from the journals 
of Richard Proenneke 
Anchorage, Alaska Northwest 
Books, 1999; 222 pages; non- 
fiction; book group choice 


This is certainly a true 
picture of living in the bush, 
and it is written in a very 
approachable fashion. While I 
cannot say that I want to rush 
out and do what he did, I do 
feel as if I have participated in 
the adventure, even if in a 
limited way. I liked the parts 
where he talked about the 
animals better than where he 
talked about cooking (that must 
be very hard), and his building 


was given detailed attention whict. 
was Ser good. : “What am I supposed to say when my friends ask 
why you're still a mid-tist author? 


GOD AND CAESAR IN AMERICA, Gary Hart August 

Golden, Colorado, Fulerum Publishing, 2995; 86 pages; non-fiction; public policy 
Several things about this essay stand out, and one of those is that even 

though it is a discussion on religion and politics, Hart convinces the reader 

that his deeply held religious beliefs are distinctly separated from his political 

beliefs, even while his values inform his pursuits. (Did his values fall apart 

temporarily during the monkey business business?) One can only hope that 

his sugestion that the Democratic party should reclaim values will come to fruition. 

This is very good reading 


CRIMES AGAINST LOGIC, Jamie Whyte 
New York, McGraw Hill, 2005; 157 pages 

Billed as "exposing the bogus arguments of politicians, priests, journalist, 
and other serial offenders, one might think it is a humorous discussion, and 
yes, it does have its little barbs, but it is a serious attempt to get the reader 
to think about what he is reading or hearing and discover the errors in reasoning. 
No, I don't remember all of the examples--which are very clear, but I keep 
trying, and I am reminded of the thirteen logical fallacies that Dick taught about 
in his English classes. 


THE TIPPING POINT, Malcolm Gladwell 
New York, Little Brown, 2000; 280 pages 

Although I missed Gladwell's article in The New Yorker, from which 
he developed the book, the book is extremely interesting--even if I can't 
completely remember how to utilize his ideas. He equates the situations with 
epidemics, and-treats them with "the law of the few, the stickiness, factor, 
and the power of context." All of these points make a great deal of sense, and help 
to explain, as he says, how little things can make a big difference. He chronicles 
the moment when a trend tips and spreads wildly--with fashions, ideas, behaviors. 


ERK 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


WATER FOR ELEPHANTS, Sara Gruen Novel 


Chapel Hill, Algonquin Books, 2006; 335 pages 

Frequently, I resist books that are big in promotion, so I was not sure I even 
wanted to read this, but the recommendations were persuasive, and I was not disap- 
pointed. While the narrative begins with one setting, and switches to another, and 
then back and forth, it soon becomes clear why that is a very effective approach, 
and it is not confusing. The protagonist is male, while the author is female, and 
I was surprised by how convincing the first person form was. The story is full of 
enough suspense to keep the reader going, and even though there are a lot of 
characters (the setting is a traveling circus, and a nursing home), the questions 
that arise are answered adequately, especially in the conclusion and in the 
author's note, so I found the whole adventure quite satisfying. I rarely sit down 
and consume an entire book in one day, but after I got going on this one, I did. 


kee SISTER OF MY HEART, Chitra Banerjee Novel, Book Group 


New York, Random House--Anchor Books, 1999; 322 pages 

The two protagonists alternate narrative chapters, which is fine as long as you 
can remember which one is talking (go back to the chapter heading), and after 
quite a while--maybe the first half--the reader is involved in their parallel lives, 
and a mystery which is somewhat glossed over (but still, intriguing). As the second 
part takes off, the plot thickens--the arranged marriages for the girls have 
some interesting complications, and when the story ends, parts of the mystery 
have been explained. There may be an opener for a sequel--because when 
the sisters/cousins are reunited, there are still some open-ended situations. 
I especially liked the parts that dealt with Indian customs and culture, in 
a readable fashion, 

September 


PERFECTLY REASONABLE DEVIATIONS from the beaten track non-fiction 
Letters of Richard P. Feyman, edited by Michelle Feynman 
New York, Perseus Books/Basic Books, 2005; 467 pages plus index 


As we have already acknowledged Feyman's intellect and contributions to 


the physics world, and his ability to teach through both humor and clear presentations, 
we are now able to see something of his courtesy and responsiveness through 

this collection of letters--to friends, family, professional associates, and strangers 

with questions. Everything I have read about him--including these letters--portrays 
an open and enthusiastic lifetime explorer of the mysteries in his life and the 

world. 
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Fiction 
* A SHORT HISTORY OF TRACTORS IN UKRAINIAN, Marina Lewycka 


New York, Penguin Books, 2005 

A widowed, aging Ukrainian emigrant--to England--with two grown daughters 
(and three granddaughters, who do not appear often) is pursued by another Ukrainian 
emigrant--a much younger, blonde, bosomy woman whom he decides to marry. The 
narrative follows the interactions of this couple, and the daughters, and the woman's 
husband and son--with assorted cars, underwear, and tractors thrown in for laughs. 
This is supposed to be an extremely humorous story; there are parts of it that give 
rise to suppressed chuckles, but there are parts of it that struck me as being very 
sad, and difficult--not difficult to read, but to think about all of the strained relations. 


ke THE WEATHER MAKERS, Tim Flannery Non-fiction, Book Group 

New York, Atlantic Monthly Press, 2005; 315 pages, plus notes and index 

"How man is changing the climate and what it means for life on earth" | 
is the sub-title of this book, and my take on it is that if man does nothing 
different, and continues onhis present path, we are doomed. I recently 
went to a viewing of "An Inconvenient Truth," which is a film approach 
to the things covered in the book--or at least in part. The book is very well written, 
and quite readable, although there is such a mass of information that it is difficult (for 
me) to keep it all straight. This book is coherent and important, and while I am not 
going for solar panels right now, I am converting to the lower-energy-use light bulbs 
one bulb at a time, and I do combine my driving trips so I am not constantly jumping 
into the car . .. we really need to do a number of things, and I am operating on the 
each-one-reach-one mode. One item he really didn't cover was how much energy all of 
the computers use; the emphasis is on fossil fuels, and how we use them, but heating, 
cooling, and transport were the big items. Producing electricity is, of course, part of 
this. He talks about oceans, currents, air, hurricanes, and how those things affect 
weather, even though the main point is how man.is affecting..weather. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


READING 


* THE AWAKENING, Kate Chopin (Book group) October 2006 
New York, Bantam, 1899 (first published); 157 pages, plus elaborate introduction 
and joined with some eight other stories, all shorter 

When today's writings are put next to this, it is hard to see why this would have 
caused a furor, but in 1899 things were different. The heroine is married, 
with two children, but apparently was an early edition of women's liberation, 
and she did make a few strides toward independence. It seems she did love 
their children, perhaps her husband not so much, but primarily she wanted 
to do her own thing, and the reaction of those around her did not appear to be 
one of disapproval, so there is a little conflict about what attitudes were prevalent 
at the time. This reminds me somewhat of Mrs. Dalloway--which came out about 
a quarter of a century later. Did Chopin have an influence on Woolf? Kristin 
can tell us at our next book group gathering. 


** HOUSE OF BUSH HOUSE OF SAUD, Craig Unger Non-fiction 

New York, Scribner, 2004; 281 pages plus notes, appendix, chronology, index 
This book gets two stars rather than three because it is intensely interesting but 

a bit hard to remember all of the material, and it is probably not of interest to a lot 
of people. "Unger reveals how the personal fortunes and public policies of President 
George W. Bush, his father, George H.W. Bush, and their associates have long been 
entwined with the ruling family of Saudi Arabia, and even with supporters of Osama 
bin Laden himself." In addition to detailing the deals, the companies, the money, we 
are treated to a calendar about the rise of Islamic Fundamentalism--largely in the bosom 
of the House of Saud--even as the Saudis receive quite favored treatment from the U.S. 
The recital is scary in the extreme--what is the next act going to unleash? 


*e* THE WHISTLING SEASON, Ivan Doig Nowel November 


New York, Harcourt, 2006; 345 pages 
Hooray--after all the heavy-duty 

stuff I have been tackling, to say 

nothing of the election mish-mosh, 

here is a book that is fun to read. 

My fondness for Doig's writing is not 

new, and the story is in Montana, 

which is also a plus. The narrative 

peddles along nicely yet there is 

a kind of under-stated suspense 

that made me feel something was 

going to happen. I cared about 

the characters, and I got pretty 

close on the climax, but I did 

not anticipate the denouement, so 

the story was a pleasure all 

the way through. 


“Lhe inspiring story of one family’s incredible journey 
from a two-bedroom condo on West § txty-sixth Street to a 
three-bedroom co-op on East Fi ghty-third.” 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
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November 2006 
*** ISLAM, Karen Armstrong Non-fiction 


New York, Modern Library, 2000; 167 pages, plus glossary, index,key figures, 
notes, further reading 

What a marvelous history of Islam--beginnings, development, culmination , 
Islam triumphant, Islam agonistes--those are the section titles. This is a 
very comprehensive look at the situation--and I was especially taken with 
the information about the Mongols, who destroyed everything as they were 
conquering,and then rebuilt stuff. If I can find a spot of time, I think 
I would really like to go over the material again. 

Non-fiction 
*** LETTER TO A CHRISTIAN NATION, Sam Harris 

New York, Alfred Knopg, 2006; 91 pages 

This is a follow-up to Harris' book THE END OF FAITH. "The primary 
purpose of this book is to arm secularists in our society, who believe that 
religion should be kept out of public policy, against their opponents on 
the Christian right." He says he is reaily addressing the pretensions of 
Christianity in its most committed form, so that Hberal and moderate Christians 


will not see themselves in the "Christian" he is addressing. This book positively 
fascinates me. 


REE HOSTILE TAKEQVER, David Sirota Non-fiction 
New York, Crown, 2006, 303pages plus notes and index 
"How big money and corruption conquered our government and how we 
take it back," the first part dealing with taxes, wages, jobs, debt, pensions, 
health care, drugs, energy, unions, legal rights, and the second part (conclusion) 
dealing with what we as individuals should think about doing. His main theme 
is (no surprise) how all levels of government and both parties are subject 
to the influence of money. This is interesting reading, if a bit depressing, 
about the state of things. One of his suggestions is to find a reliable source 


for one's information, and he suggests both BUSINESS WEEK and the business 
writers of the big city newspapers. 


*** WHERE RIVERS CHANGE DIRECTIONS, Mark Spragg Memoir, Essays 
New York, Riverhead, 1999, 283 pages 
This reads beautifully. In the first part, he is about fourteen, and his 
adventures are written as a fourteen-year-old might do--but not childish 
or smart-aleck in the presentation. The essays move on as he does, but 
they retain the wonderful conversational-story-telling tone. He writes about 
the horses, the ranch-clients, the animals, and later he writes about some 
of the people in his life. One wonderful piece is about a season as a caretaker 
for a MeMansion; another is about his mother--I can't list them all--they were 


all grand--informative, moving, real. This one I would say is definitely worth 
your time. 


December 


*** BEL CANTO, Ann Patchett A Nowe, “eo Group 

New York, Harper Perennial, 2001; 318 pages (plus some notes) 
Although the story turns around a hostage/terrorist situation, the thrust 

of the book is about the relationships developed among the people on both sides, 
and those are interesting indeed. The climax was not entirely unespected, but the 
timing of it was; the conclusion was quite unespected (by me). The reader needs to 
keep track of the characters--a cheat sheet helps. The only criticism I have is that 
the protagonist's (male) name is Gen, which confused me for a while because of all 
the generals also in the line-up. There is a special plus about it for opera lovers. 


oR OK 
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2007 


THE 2,548 BEST THINGS 
EVER SAID, Robert Byrne (ed.) 
New York, Galahad Books, 1990. 
Pages here are not numbered 
because the quotes go by number 
and there are lots of clever, fun- 
ny, thoughtful quotes—-arranged 
for a cumulative effect rather 
than by subject. There are, 
however, many subjects touched- 
so for those who need a pithy 
piece, look in this book. 


DENVER THEN AND NOW, 
Joshua Dinar, San Diego, Thunde 
Bay Press, 2002; 143 pages 

Photos and text of Denver 
years ago, and now--so we can 
see how it has changed. Some o: 
it is positive, but the Denver 
Urban Renewal Authority did go 
wild for a time tearing down old 
buildings to make room for new 
ones. Okay, so the new ones 
are often spectacular, but there 
are some old ones that are gone 
that were lovely on their own-- 
and significant for their time, 
jeer eres and I miss some of those. Still, 
ae: soba ite tae this is a fine book (it could be a 

os , companion to the Fielder works 

“Thats the window, dear. The bookcase is over to your right.” that cover the state). 


; ganuary 2007 
THE PASSIONS Gr SNDREW JACKSON, Andrew Burstein Non-fiction (biography) 
New York, Alfred Knopf, 2003; 240 pages, plus copious notes, appendix, index 

As interesting as this book is in its coverage. of the Jackson period, the 
most informative thing about it--to me--is that Andrew Jackson was not particularly "nice" 
in terms of personality and behavior. He loved duels, and almost cultivated arguments 
with people so they could have confrontations, even if they didn't shoot each other. 
He "resisted any law but his own and fought his enemies with moral fury"; "he 
was not a liberal democrat," nor did he cultivate the exchange of ideas. One 
of his notable crusades was against the Bank of the United States, and he was thrust 
into fame in the Battle of New Orleans (1814), & in his oppression of Indians. He was 
definitely a proponent of the Union--felt it should be held together at all costs, and 
he was also one of the "Manifest Destiny" promoters. There are a few comments in this 
book comparing/contrasting Jackson to Washington and Jefferson, and while I cannot 
remember all of the information about Jackson, I came away with new emphasis on the 
realization that even presidents have flaws coupled with their positive attributes--that 
is sometimes hard to reconcile with our generalized grasp of Washington and Jefferson, 
in particular. 


Te ab che comaaniasanate UREA ELT > 
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A PEOPLE'S HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES, Howard Zinn 
Okay, I don't really get to 
count this because I have not read 
it all the way through. I mention 
it because it is very interesting 
reading, and it brings to light a 
whole bunch of things we learned 
that are either wrong or improperly 
smphasized--especially with regard 
to our treatment of Indians. It is 
going on my shelf of reference books 


(February 2007) 
NEVER HAVE YOUR DOG STUFFED 
end other things I've learned-- 
Alan Alda Memoir 
New York, Random House, 
2005; 224 pages 


SE GO CON is 7 
<i ———< rae ey This 1s different from some 
other memoirs I have read--it 
“You are, without a doubt, the worst publicist I've ever had!” deals not only with what happened 


to him, and how his acting life 

developed, but also with his 

curlosity about the world. Since 

» was a MASH fan, it was fun to 

read about his eleven years at 
MASH; I had not Known about eleven years with a show called "Scientific American 
Frontiers." Some of the book is indeed humorous; all of it seemed interesting to me-- 
and it was better than I had anticipated it might be. 


MAYBE TOMORROW, Eric Cahn/Marilyn Saltzman Autobiography 
Arvada, CO; Casan Publishing; 1995; 209 pages Book Group 

The life of Eric Cahn as a hidden child during the Holocaust and then after he 
was rescued and finally came to the US to live with his grandparents--where he was 
very unhappy. He eventually went to live at the Jewish National Home for Asthmatic 
Children in Denver, but he had been shuffled from one place to another a number of 
times--foster homes, relatives, other places~-so that he understandably felt abandoned. 
He did go to school, and he married, had two children, later divorced--and it is easy 
to see how his earlier experiences had some negative impacts on his development. 
The story is wrenching. The writing is adequate. 


*** HERE LIES COLORADO, Richard E. Wood History /Biographies 
Helena, Montana, Far Country Press, 2005; 300 pages plus index & sources 
Wood has presented mini-biographies of some of the area's most noted citizens, 
and it is wonderful to read about the place of these people in Colorado. They 
are all dead, and he tells us where they are buried (which interests me), the 
pieces are very interestingly written, and it makes a good reference in addition 


to being good reading. Most of the people are names we have heard before, 
but if we didn't know quite why, Wood fills us in. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
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MARCH 2007 


THE PHANTOM TOLLBOOTH, 

Norton Juster 

New York, Random House, 1961;256 ps 
A children's fantasy story which 

is interesting because of the time it 

devotes to language. The child 

takes a journey because he is bored 

and can't find anything to do until 

the car appears (from where?). When 

he is through driving around, he has 

had all kinds of magical experiences 


e pm . and decides the world is worth 
Aloud! 
looking at. 
APRIL 
LOVE, TEETA, Jean Louise Bell Book Group Selection 


Florida, Llumina Press, 2005; 345 pages 

_ Jean Bell is the daughter of Louise Bell who died when Jean was six. The letters 
in this volume are from Louise--known in the family as Teeta--to her mother, 

and it is through them that Jean felt she had some knowledge of who her mother 

was, since she did not have any . experience with her past those first six 

years. The letters cover Louise and Dick (Jean's father) in their early married 

life and the period of the second World War, so we get an idea of the United 

States at that time. Louise writes more about the family, though, than about 

the world situation, and I found the exploits of the children (there were 

three others besides Jean) somewhat less than thriling. It is easy for me 

to be critical, since I was not there, and things have indeed changed, but I find it 
difficult to accept that Louise and Dick did not tell the children anything about their 
mother's situation when she got cancer, and when she died. They had become Christian 
scientists earlier, and they simply never talked about anything that we might consider 
a difficulty--so Louise died after some weeks of serious pain. Jean's father, Dick, was 
certainly hard-working. Teeta's family was in California, and the letters are largely 
from New Jersey, but whenever she was away (and hence, writing letters), the 
pervasive tone is one of homesickness, 


*k THE GREATEST STORY EVER SOLD, Frank Rich Non-fiction 

New York, Perguin Press, 2006; 225 pages PLUS copious notes, time lines, index 

Mr. Rich is an op-ed columnist for the New York Times, and has written on a variety 
of other topics for different publications. He brings a very convincing style to this 
narrative, which is sub-titled "the decline and fall of truth from 9/11 to Katrina," 
and which supports his comment that the highest priority of the current administration 
is to consolidate its own power. Much of the information in the book is not new 
to me, but Mr. Rich supplies additional confirmation. ‘eine 


** SNOW iN AUGUST, Pete Hamill Fiction; Book Group choice 

New York, Warner Books, 1997; 372 pages 
several years ago, the governor of Colorado selected this as the book all Coloradoans 

should read so we would all have something to talk about to one another, so we 
all decided that was stupid and we did not pick it. Now, we decided to read 
it, and it is much better than I had anticipated. This is partly a coming-of-age 
story--the hero is a young Irish Catholic who has to deal with gangs and with 
being fatherless. (his father was killed in the war--the story is set in the lete 1940s). 
There is also a rmarvelously interesting relationship between Michael and a rabbi--and 
I found that very compelling. The ending is a fantasy~-also very interesting! 
But the book tells a good story, and I'm glad I read it (even if it is not about 
Colorado). 


Toney Patterson 
P.O. Box 229 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


THE TWITS, Roald Dahl 

New York, Puffin, c.1980;76 pag 
Here we have a children's book 

about a couple of true slobs. 

I wanted to see how Roald Dahl 

wrote--the answer is just fine. 

And the slobs get their 

comeuppance, which is always 

satisfying. 
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**WHEN THE DANCING STOPPED 
Brian Hicks 
New York, Free Press, 2006; 
290 pages plus notes, index 

Apparently I like disaster storie 

This is "the real story of the 
Morro Castle Disaster and its 
Deadly Wake," and that subtitle 
does tell what the book covers. 
It is moderately well written, 
and the events--especially the 
aftermath about one of the crew 


a ree : eee 7 members who turned out to be a 
Ld just like to congratulate you on how skillfully youve hidden my novel! psychopathic killer——are gripping. 


* SKY BRIDGE, Laura Pritehctt Novel, Book Group choice 
Minnesota or Canada, Milkweed Editions, 2005; 218 pages 
The opening left me annoyed at the heroine for what appeared to be very unrealistic 
decisions, but when the story finally got going, it was more clear what some 
of the problems were, and by the end, I was not angry any more. The first-person 
approach makes sense here, and the writing fits with the character. (the setting 
is in Colorado, near Lamar). The world and theworld of literature are not 
filled with people who have the same ideas or patterns of behavior as I do-- 
and those people who are doing their best to make things work out certainly 
deserve some latitude, especially if they are not hurting other people. 
JUNE 


** SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE, Kurt Vonnegut Novel 

New York, Dell, 1969; 215 pages 

Years ago, I read some Vonnegut and did not much like it; since he just 
died, and was widely praised, I decided to try again. I still do not care 
much for his style, but it gets a couple of stars because I think it is worth 
reading to get a feeling for the time when he was writing. Although the progression 
of the action is not linear, it is not hard to follow because we are alerted 
to the times that the hero is in a different place and time frame. The fire bombing 
of Dresden is paramount, and I need to do a little investigating as to why that 
action was deemed necessary--apparently more civilians were killed then than 
later on at Hiroshima. There is nothing pleasant about the war action-~maybe the 
fluctuating story line is designed in part to help the reader get past some 
of the grimmer parts--? 


Tommy Pattersen 
P.O. Box 229 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


AMERICAN APPETITES, Joyce Carol Oates 
New York, Dutton, 1989; 240 pages; novel JULY 2007 

Oates is one of the frequently mentioned novelists of the current day, and I 
am trying to figure out why. The plot (story?) of this book was fairly arresting, 
but the writing left me cold. I think someone gave her a boxcar full of adjectives 
and she tried to use every one of them, and if the supply ran down, she compen- 
sated by repeating herself. Reading went slowly, and the last act may have made 
sense, but I found it unsatisfactory. As frequently heard about others, she needed : 
good editor. : 


** MARCH, Geraidine Brooks 

New York, Penguin, 2005; 

230 pages including 

some conversational pieces. 

This is the fictionalized 
story of the father of LITTLE | 
WOMEN. It is a Civil War 
story, and a family story, 
and since it is written partly 
as told by March (mostly) and 
a little as told by Marmee, it 
explores a lot of thoughts 
relating to that period and to 
the family dynamics. LITTLE 
WOMEN is a book I tried to 
read at least three times, and 
never could get engaged in 
enough to finish; this book 
is very engaging. 
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*e* 84 CHARING CROSS ROAD, 
Helene Hanff es 3 2 ep , 
New York, Penguin, 1990; 97 ~ '-« “Perhaps someone who lived life a bit less fully.” — 
pages (lst pub. Grossman, 1970; F " 

My memory of reading this years ago was that it was rather sad; I had forgotten ~ 


the humor in it. It is quite delightful. non-fiction--book group 
eR Qtg LEGACY, Helene Hanff 
New York, Penguin, 1985; 177 pages also non-fiction 


This is a kind of memoir because it deals with how Hanff got started 
with books and with Charing Cross Road, but it is so interestingly 
written--and funny in some parts--that it is much more than a recital of how and 
when things happened to Hanff. This makes for wonderful reading. 


PRAIRIE NOCTURNE, Ivan Doig novel 
New York, Scribner, 2003; 365 pages 

While I am a big fan of Doig, this particular work appealed to me much less than 
some of his others. It is very wordy, drags quite a while before the action gets going, 
and often tells us more than we want to know--even though in other books his descriptions 
are transporting. The heroine is a music teacher, and the book's title refers to both 
the music of the prairie and a work that she has composed. There are references to the 
characters in his other books, although reading the others would not be a requirement 
for understanding this one. It took me a while to figure out that slavery is a big part 
of the story--not current, but in the past. Lots of plots and sub-plots jump in and out 
of the narrative. I read the whole thing because I wanted to see how it turned out, so 
it engaged me that much. 


By this time, I realize it is September, and I have not put the dates into this report. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 229 
Evergreen, CO £9437 


* RESURRECTION, Tucker Malarkey October 2007 


* 


2K oe 
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New York, Penguin (Berkley Group), 2006; 390 pages plus time line Novel 

The discussion of the Gnostic Gospels, and the role of women (all more 
important prior to the development of The Church and the selection of the 
four gospels) is good, and of interest to me. All of this, however, is intertwined 
with a mystery, several murders, some love interest, and some dysfunctional 
family members, which was of less interest (to me). It took me a long time 
to get involved with the story (book group selection) but the last 80 or 90 
pages began to engage me somewhat more. I really liked the part about the 
message of Christianity as opposed to the landmarks we are often given. 


JEWISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE, Molly Katz Humor 
New York, Workman Publishing, 1991; 125 pages 
Aimed particularly at someone marrying into a Jewish family, Katz gives us 
tips on how to worry, how to interrupt, how to say the opposite of what you mean. 
There may be some truth to what she says, but mostly this is very humorous. 


ASSASSINATION VACATION, Sarah Vowell Non-fiction 
New York, Simon and Schuster, 2005; 255 pages 

Vowell has directed some of her vacation trips to areas holding the sites and 
history of three presidential assassinations (Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley). 
Sound tedious? It isn't. It refreshes our memory about those events, and 
it is written with authority but engaging an occasional light touch, which 
makes it quite readable. 


THE OTHER MOTHER, Gwendolen Gross Novel 
New York, Shaye Areheart Books, 2007; 303 pages 
Here we have two families, next door neighbors, with the women at 

odds as to full-time-mothers and working-mothers--and it is never clear which 

of them is "the other." The format is first person with the chapters alternating 

from one mother to the other. This makes it possible for us to share their 

ideas (which are explored as much through their actions as through their 

thoughts). I found it incredibly comforting (?) that they both go through 

eapes the same kinds of 

sxploration that most of us 
Jo from time to time. The book 
_is very readable, and I felt 


= that it was worth reading. 
oi = Both mothers (of course?) 
a = wonder if they have 


\ 


chosen the correct path. 


Not enough room 

for a book, so I suggest you 
read the article on multi-tasking 
in the November ATLANTIC-- 

I am ahead of the curve because 
I don't do it much; and I hang 
my wash outside to dry, which 
is the Jatest environmental 
pursuit. 
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Tommy Paticrss: 
P.O. Box 223 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


NOVEMBER 2007 

FOREVER ON THE MOUNTAIN, James M. Tabor 

New York, Norton & Company, 2007; 375 pages plus index 
Billed as "The truth behind one of mountaineering's most controversial 

and mysterious disasters," Tabor tells us in excruciating detail about the composition 

of the two groups, the preparations, the climb, the weather, and the descent. 

Since we know at the beginning that seven of the twelve do not make it down (at 

all, let alone alive), it amazes me that I read the whole thing--especially since the writing 

was not all that spectacular (competent, sure). The content gets three stars, the writing 

maybe one; does that average out to two? Chalk it up to my interest in disaster books. 

"The truth" is somewhat inconclusive--the party members were never as cohesive as they 

should have been for this kind of enterprise, some of the decisions were not too creat, 

there were some equipment accidents, but the biggest factor appears--in several post- 

climb accounts--to be the truly horrible weather in July of 1967. The best part (I thought) 

of the book was Tabor's assessments of the five survivors some forty years after the 

trip. There were also interesting comments about the weather service, the park service, 

and the volunteer rescue group (that bunch. did all make ‘it up.and back).: Three of the climb 

team froze, but the other four bodies were not found, so they may have fallen or 

frozen--at any rate, the whole thing is pretty grim. 


THE STORY OF THE OTHER WISE MAN, Henry Van Dyke A meditation? A myth? 
?; Faith Point Press; 60 pages; printed in China 
What a wonderful Christmas story--Artaban searches for the babe and the 


king, and he feels his journey has been unsuccessful, yet his trip exemplifies 
one of the most basic ideas of Christianity. 


History 
THE WRECK OF THE MEDUSA, Jonathan Miles 


New York, Atlantic Monthly Press, 2007: 349 pages plus notes, bibliography 

While this is billed as "The most famous sea disaster of the nineteenth century ," 
I confess to being completely unfamiliar with it. Besides the wreck, and the ghastly 
aftermath, Miles includes some French history--which I had heard, but which I 
had (and now again have) forgotten. There is a painting (also more famous than 
I had known) called "The Raft of the Medusa," and it refers to a raft built for 
the survivors of the wreck--but it didn't work the way it should have and most 
of the people were lost in one way or another. There was also some cannibalism, 
which may indeed be the legacy of this wreck. I would not have survived the 
first day under such grim conditions. The presentation of the story is somewhat 
convoluted what with trying to sort 
out the sea activity and the 
French history--it is not the 
easiest narrative to follow. 


SUITE FRANCAISE, Irene Nemirovsky 
New York, Knopf, 2006; 395 pages 
including notes--because the 
author died in 1942 in Auschwitz 
The first part is about the flight 
from Paris as the Nazis were about 
to invade; the second part life 
under German occupation. There 
were supposed to be more parts-- 
but what is here is effective. It 
was hard to get involved at the 
outset, but it grew more 
compelling as it went on. 


/ 


“‘l don’t need good beach readin ge, Ma. I need good prison readin me 


Tommy Patfercon 
P.O. Bax 229 
Evergreen, TO £0437 


DB. 
Pore ecember 2007 Redieoade 


RAILS AROUND DENVER. 
Allan C. Lewis 
Chicago, Arcadia Publishing, 
2007; 127 pages 

What an addition to the railroad 
library! This book hits more 
rail’ oads in the Denver area than 
I knew existed, and there are 
lots of pictures that bring it all 


Dd into focus for both trains and 
AB ee ere » stations. Not so much in the 
LUN ODT RE TATE reading, but very good for 
reference. 
** DIVIDED BY A COMMON LANGUAGE, Christopher Davies Non-fiction 


Boston, Houghton MIfflin, 2007; 241 pages 

This has some narrative mentioning how British and American English became 
different, but mainly it is a kind of guidebook for the tourist indicating what means 
what in each language. However, the author also deals with services, customs, 
etiquette, transportation, and so on, besides pronunciation and grammar, spelling, 


idioms, and my favorite--"what not to say." Extremely handy as a guide for tourists. 
| January 2008 
OK 
THREE CUPS OF TEA, Greg Mortenson & David Oliver Relin Non-Fiction 


New York, Penguin, 2006; 331 pages 

While the writing itself is pretty good (readable), the story is almost unbelievable 
because of the scope of what Mortenson is accomplishing, not to mention the physical 
difficulty. He is not only building schools in Pakistan but also putting a positive face 
on the United States--and the schools are his mission, not the reputation of the U.S. 
He is rather shy, and would not like acclaim, but I admire him enormously. 
One of the people from the CAI/Pennies for Peace came to our 
book group, and she was a very engaging speaker. Mortenson is coming to Evergreen 
January 17--there were about 1,000 tickets for the event, and they were all swept 
up rapidly. The people and the project are really something! 


** MOUNTAINS BEYOND MOUNTAINS, Tracy Kidder Non-fiction 

New York, Random House, 2004; 301 pages 
Dr. Paul Farmer would like to cure the entire world of its illnesses, and 

he is off to a good start--working especially in Haiti, but going also to Russia, 
and spending part of his time at The Brigham in the U.S. His early attack 
was on TB, and he has made inroads against HIV/AIDS, plus his efforts have 
been directed toward hospital facilities, clean water, and generally trying to 
improve conditions. The writing is that of Kidder but some of Farmer's comments 
are included. Farmer has an enormous amount of commitment and energy-—-he 


is quite amazing to the gentle reader. Tite wakiesel 


* DON'T LET YOUR CHILDREN CHOOSE YOUR NURSING HOME, Betty Halladay 
USA, Halladay, 2007; 183 pages 
While the book is filled with information and suggestons ("A guide to planning 
your elderhood), I did not start making the lists and writing down ideas because 
I am still not ready to think about moving. She talks about elder-communities as 
well as nursing homes, and there are useful ideas to consider. So, I am busy 
procrastinating. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. TS ae 
February 2008 Evergreen, © 


*** STORM OF THE CENTURY, Willie Drye 
Washington, DC, National Geographic 
society, 2002; 317 pages 

Subtitled "The Labor Day Hurricane 

of 1935," this is a dramatic account 
of what happened slightly before, 
during, and after the hurricane. 
It is obviously well written because 
while I was reading, I. was cold, 
buffeted by wind, wet, scared, and 
miserable. Happily, I finished the 
book before I expired. There were 
some veterans in a work camp in 
the Keys and the failure to 
evacuate them led to investigations 
which eventually did not conclude 
the same thing that Mr. Drye was 
able to conclude from his investiga-— 
tion. Drye also ended the book with 
life after the hurricane for some of 
the people he had mentioned in the 
early part. Drye also made some 
comparisons with other storms. 
This was a Category Five, and 
there have not been many of those in this country, 


The experience sounds absolutely 
horrible--yet one more reason not to move to Florida. (This was another chapter in 
my quest for disaster books.) 


*** THE JEW STORE, Stella Suberman 

Chapel Hill, NC, Algonquin Books, 1998; 298 pages 
What fun to read a book that reads along with a story, explores the ideas 

and feelings of the main characters and the population around them, and grounds the 
reader with a time frame. I liked the book, and I felt that Suberman was 
very honest about the reactions in her family and the townspeople and relatives. 
In some ways the ending was sad, but it was completely understandable. The development 
of the store, its success, the outcome during the Depression--all of this was 
rational--and so, very believable. There are a few notes at the end--the 
author answers a couple of questions—--that strengthen my thoughts about it. 


Family Memoir 


* MISS SPITFIRE, Sarah Miller 
New York, Atheneum, 2007; 213 pages Fictitious memoir? 

The publishing data for the book says it is a work of fiction, but it is a memoir of 
Annie Sullivan's early work with Helen Keller, and is based on letters from Annie to 
Sophia Hopkins, and it certainly rings true to other versions I have encountered. The 
book reinforces my astonishment and admiration for what Annie and Helen accomplished. 
On top of that, it makes fairly good reading--it is never dull. 

MARCH 2008 
ALL MY PATIENTS HAVE TALES, Jeff Wells Non-fiction 
Conifer, CO, Hadley Inc., 2006; 204 pages 

"Why Veterinary Medicine is a True Calling” tells the reader what the substance of 

this book is, and the vignettes are fund to read, and moderately well written. This is a 


great bedtime book because the chapters are short and not connected so the rea 


der can 
stop without losing the train of thought. 


Tommy Patterson 
P.O. Box 239 
Evergreen, CO £0437 


NUMB TOES & ACHING SOLES, John Senneff APRIL 2008 


San Antonio, Med Press, 1999; 289 pages 
tiardly a piece of pleasure reading, this is a reference book dealing 
with peripheral neuropothy. One of the more interesting parts deals with alternative 


ways of dealing with it--vitamins, acupuncture, and so on--you read the 
word: alternative. 


SHAKESPEARE, The World As Stage; Bill Bryson 

New York, Harper Collins/Atlas BOoks, 2007;-196 pages 
Much about Shakespeare's life is not known; Bryson aims to fill in some 

of the gaps, and he does so with interesting material--though rarely as wittily 

as some of his other work. He addresses the question of whether the works were 


actually written by Shakespeare, and answers it (yes) very effectively (there is 
absolutely no evidence to the contrary). 


GABLE, Chester Williams 

New York, New American Library, Signet, 1968; 141 pages 
For some people, their Guilty Pleasure is romance novels; for others, mystery 

stories; for others, pornography (maybe?) or something else. For me, it 

is trashy books about movie stars. Thrashy is maybe the wrong adjective--this 

one is not horribly written, and it does not dwell on trashy parts of Gable's 

life. It is fun to read--and his career in the movies did not start with "Gone 

With the Wind";,he had been working in the theater and in movies for years 

prior to that explosive film. The book does cover several marriages, and several 

affairs, but it does throw a little more light on his acting in particular and his 

life in general. I'm sure there are other more definitive works on him. 


Biography 


Biography 


** A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS, Khaled Hosseini 
New York, Riverhead, 2007; 367 pages 


some readers have said that this book is too dark to enjoy; it does indeed 
have a kind of darkness because of the suffering the characters endure, but in 
spite of the displacements, the horrors, the treatment of women, it struck me as 
being pretty honest, and learning about a completely different culture certainly has 
to be considered a plus. The action takes place over a period of time, but the time 
frame is noted so that it is not confusing, and the writing is quite readable. Compared 
to Kite Runner it is an interesting companion volume, that sheds more light on 
Afghanistan with a slightly different perspective. The people in both books--and 1 
gather there is a good bit of truth laced into the fiction--have to cope with a great deal 
mere then I do, so the books make me feel extremely fortunate. I would not say anyone 

=z, Must reed thic, but I do feel it is worth the time involved. 


***SO BIG, Edna Ferber Novel 

New York, Harper, 1924; 252 pages 
What fun to read something so 

readable, with an engaging story. 

This was Ferber's Pulitzer book--and 
among other things, it reminds me of 
how people used to write. The heroine 
seems to me to really be the main subjec 
but her son (So Big/Dirk) takes over 
in the middle, and then it is a real trip 
to follow his adventures as we had 
followed hers. We get a glimpse of life 
in the Chicago area and the rural 
surrounds in early 1900s, and of 
personal relationships in that period. 


Novel 
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Thomas M. DeFrank | 


Conversations with Gerald Ford , Oe 5. * < ee Vii 
New York, Putnam, 2007; 246 | apes Why zal iM ul ae“ i 
pages “9 , = 
Interviews over a period of 
sixteen years--which were 
specifically to be kep private 
until after Ford's death--pro- 
vide some information about 
the political scene of the time, 
but what is more important aw A Bes eg ; 
(to me) is that we are given aif 3 Vie slog St == "Be POP 
an acquaintance with Ford we = = se i: 


Sa 


would not have otherwise had, “We muy bane the same books, but we highlight entirely different passages,” 


and I found this a delightful 
book to read. 


JUNE 2008 
Book Group 

JOURNEY INTO MOHAWK COUNTRY, VandenBogaert and O'Connor 
New York, Roaring Book Press, 1988 and 2006; 141 pages 

The text of this "comic" is a translation of the VandenBogaert journal; the 
journal recounts his trip on behalf of the Dutch effort to enhance their pelt-trade, 
which the French were beginning to undercut. The introduction by O'Connor 
sheds light on the historical situation, which is very interesting indeed; the journal 
itself--recounting the conditions the travelers encountered--makes me wonder 
how we ever got settlements and commerce going in this country, although the 
Indians seem to have managed it fairly well. 
CONSUMED, Benjamin R. Barber Nonamcton 
New York, W.W. Norton, 2007; 339 pages 

The subtitle--"How markets corrupt children, infantilize adults, and swallow 
citizens whole"--tells the reader what Barber wants to cover, so the text is 
not a surprise. However, while the material is interesting, he does go on--so 
I did not read the entire book. Chapters include the birth of consumers, the 
eclipse of citizens, and the fate of citizens. 


THE GLASS CASTLE, Jeannette Walls Book Group Memoir 
New York, Scribner, 2005; 288 pages 

As I read about the extremes in the lives of the Walls, I suppose I was 
reminded once again of my personal good fortune in my family and my growing 
up years. Her story is indeed compelling, and I think I understand the draw 
that her parents had on her. It is almost beyond my comprehension how they 
all survived the squalor of their lives. I admire Walls' acceptance, as an adult, 
of her mother's desire to be a street person, and resist her own feeling that she 
had to "fix" or take care of her mother--and of course, I hope that Walls' 
marriage (the second) turns out to be more fulfilling than her childhood. 


met Ssiuin WT . Ti nie 


JULY 2008 


** THE GIANT'S HOUSE, Elizabeth McCracken Book Group Fiction 

New York, Bantam, 1996; 290 pages 
A single librarian and an outsized boy are the main characters in this 

unlikely story--imaginative and very readable. Once in a while the narrative 
does make one wonder, but it seems to hang together anyway. The ending 
may be a little more off the wall, but I think the whole thing was good. 
The characters were drawn as multi-faceted people so the reader could think 
about their actions in depth. 


COLD COMFORT FARM, Stella Gibbons Novel 
New York, Dial Press, 1964;254 pages 
Publicity surrounding this book raved about how funny it is, so I thought 
I would give it a try. I like a jot of British humor, but I simply could 
not get engaged by this book, so I did not finish it. 


WHY ANIMALS MATTER, Mare Bekoff Essays 
Boston, Shambhala, 2007; 172 pages 
A luncheon where the authors talked about their books meant that we 
ended up with autographed copies. Subtitled, "A biologist explains why 
we should treat animals with compassion and respect," I am already a believer. 
He probably tells us things we should do to be more respectful--my contribution 
is that I do not feed any animals outdoors in an effort to stop interfering 
with the food chain. This means that if a cougar comes after me, I should 
give in, right? You guessed it; I did not read the entire treatise. 


** THE PROFESSOR'S HOUSE, Willa Cather Fiction 
New York, Vintage, about 1925; 283 pages 
As I read this paperback, it fell apart, so the title information page 
is long gone, and when | finished it, I had to consign the book to the recycling 
bin. Cited as an introspective study, the protagonist is a scholar of about 
fifty who is trying to adjust to the changes in life that have been too quick. 
Sound familiar? If you are looking for an active plot, this is not for you, 
but I found the exposition written engagingly and definitely worth following. 


AUGUST 2008 
** FINAL SALUTE, JIM SHEELER Non-fiction 
New York, Penguin Press, 2008; 280 pages 
.. Sheeler has written for the ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, andhis writing 
“18 ‘both intelligent and readable which ought to.2 go together, right? 


he pieces are about the 
officers who notify the families 

ef service people killed in action, 

the contacts they have, the lives of 

tie fallen, the families of the fallen, 

srid how the service helps (or 

rometimes does not help) the families 

«2 time goes on. While the overall 
impact is sad, reading the whole 
thing did not put me into a state 
of depression. I marvel at Beck 
(the "knock at the door" officer) 
and I cheer at the efforts of all of 
the relatives to cope with their 
sorrow--which is not entirely the 
same as sorrow over death in genere 
but has its own side-stories because 
of the war. 


TAL. KAO 


oh 
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Book Grou™> 
AUGUST 2008 Biography 


THE HOUSE AT OTOWI BRIDGE, 
Peggy Pond Church 
University of New Mexico Press, 
1959; 149 pages 

While I certainly did not 
know Edith Warner (this is 
about her), I can relate to the 
environment (New Mexico, Los 
Alamos) because I have been 
there and soaked up the flavor 
of what Church is describing. 
Warner was a friendly woman 
who connected with the Indians 
and the locale in a way that 
endeared her to all those who 
knew her. The writing of this 
biography is quite readable, but 
the content goes deeper than the 
writing itself. 


SEPTEMBER 2000 | 


OUTER BANKS, Anne Rivers 5. : 5s 
Siddons aa ‘Tsay, if at frrst you don't succeed, redefine success. 
New York, Harper Paperbacks, 
1991, 541 pages 

The book is way too long, but I liked it anyway and read the whole thing 
because the characters seemed alive. There are four women who were in 
school together and at that time formed a lasting relationship--except it 
did not last enough for them to keep it going! After thirty years, they 
met again (by invitation) and as the story moves toward that reunion, the 
protagonist recounts some of their previous adventures so that we get a 
feeling for the women. There is some mystery surrounding all four of them, 
and there is a torrid man who plays his appeal for all it is worth. Is this a 
world-shaking story? Hardly, but Siddons writes so that is is very readable-- 
this may indeed be a beach book (or an airplane book), but I had a good 
time reading it. 


ELMER GANTRY, Sinclair Lewis Book Group Novel (Social Criticism) 
New York, Signet, written 1927; 465 pages 

Since I missed this when I was in school, I am very glad that it was selected 
for our book group, because it is pertinent even now, and it makes for good 
reading. Following Gantry's evolution from being saved to creating his ministry, 
which involved his pursuit of power, was an interesting trip. The book seems 
much too long, but it reads quickly. 


HOT, FLAT, AND CROWDED, Thomas Friedman 
New York, Farrar, Straus, Girous, 2008; 438 pages 

It is, it is, and itis. The subtitle refers to renewing America. I am 
doing the best I can, so I did not read more than six pages in the book. I 
hoped to assimilate some of it via osmosis, but it was due at the library, so 
I did not even make that. 


NOVEMBER 2008 


eee MY SISTER'S KEEPER, Jodi Picoult My book group choice=-- Fiction 
New York, Washington Square Press, 2004; 423 pages 
My initial take on this book was that it was the story of the girl who 
had been conceived so her umbilical cord blood could be used to help her 
sister, who had leukemia, and for whom no compatible donor could be found. 
It is based on that story, but it is not a report, it is a novel, and the writing 
is good enough that the reader is swept up as if the characters were real. 
The presentation is first person, but there are as narrators the five family 
members, the lawyer, the guardian ad litem, and they are clearly identified 
at the beginning of each chapter. There is also a dog--he does not speak, 
but he is a very engaging character. There is a story line to follow, and 
it is very well done; of course the ethical issues that are raised are really 
compelling. 
DECEMBER 

PLAYING CATCH-UP, A. B. Guthrie 

New York, Bantam Books, 1985; 165 pages 
"Winner of the Western Heritage Award for Outstanding Novel," I think 

he probably got the award because he wrote so much other good stuff. This 

is a western-set-murder mystery, and it reads quickly, and is fun to read 

because it is not complex. While the writing hardly compares to THE WAY 

WEST or THE BIG SKY, it appeals on a different level, and I liked it even 

though mystery stuff is not exactly my cup of tea. 


WINE & WAR, Don and Petie Kladstrup 
New York, Broadway Books, date not found; 248 pages plus glossary, etc. 
sorry; I did sof read this. The dust jacket implied that this was a story 
meyer told before, and msvbe there inn't exether book--but I have heard 
about the French hiding: sore-of their vine, anc its discovery at war's end. 
fo, I took it back to 
the library,but it is 
interesting how the wine 
is such an integral part 
of French life. 


NOT enough room 
here for a book 
discussion, so I'll 
simply have to move 
on to the next 
batch. 


“Americans will put up 
with anything provided it 
doesn’t block traffic.” 
Dan Rather, quoted in the 
Columbia, $.C., State 


“No one has a finer command 
of language than the person 
who keeps his mouth shut.” 

Congressmai 
Sam Rayburn, quoted in 
the Chicago Tribune 
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JANUARY 2009 


INDEPENDENCE DAY, 
Richard Ford 
New York, Random House/ Vintage, 
1996; 451 pages; Fiction 

This bock won a Pulitzer Prize, 
appears to fall into three groups for 
fiction (real estate agents; fathers 
and sons; divorced men), was one of 
our book group selections, and-~as 

| one of my friends said--tells us more 
about Frank (the protagonist) than we 
ever wanted to know. I personally 
am not a fan of stream-of-consciousnes 
writing, so the presentation in which 
Frank went on (and on and on) about 
himself and his own thoughts made it 
hard for me to get caught up in it. 
The title refers not to our national 
history but to the weekend when 
Frank was caught up in a real estate 
transaction and an effort to re-connec’ 
with his son. I could not relate to 
any of the characters or activities. 


‘Don't talk to me about suffering—in my spare time, I'm a writer.” A ruthless editor might have helped, 


but might not have, either. 


THE BOOKSELLER OF KABUL, Asne Seierstad 
New York, Little Brown/Back Bay Books, 2002; 288 pages 

Selerstad (after meeting and buying books from Khan) moved in with the 
family which gave her the opportunity to develop a view of Afghanistan and 
a portrait of the Khan family. Particularly significant is her description of 
the plight of women. The realities of daily life (including food and housing) 
are startling to those of us in a society of more convenience, more food, more 
privacy... Since the customs are those in which the children grew up, 
it may not be as much of a hardship as it appears--or maybe it is. The father 
seems impossibly autocratic, but he has struggled to better his situation (which . 
he did)--he does not seem willing to expand his world so his family can enjoy 
more openness. Thinking of what the people have to deal with is very disquieting. 


THE NINE, Jeffrey Toobin Non-fiction; Book Group 
New York, Random House/Anchor Books, 2007; 411 pages 

Subtitled "Inside the secret World of the Supreme Court," Toobin writes not 
only about the decisions of the court but also about the makeup of the nine current 
justices--although O'Connor has now resigned as has Souter, Toobin talks about 
both of them. He touches on the Bork nomination, the Thomas confirmation, and 
included far more information:than I can remember--but it was wonderfully interesting and 
written so that it was never tedious. Toobin--I'm guessing--leans a little bit left, 
but the whole thing seemed pretty even handed even so. One scary piece--he 
lays out clearly how the radical right wants to take over the court so that they can 
not only reverse Roe-v. Wade and outlaw gay marriage, but also (and even 
scarier) extend the powers of the president and bring the church into the government. 
This is good reading and good reference material. 


| 
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* THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY, Mary Ann Shaffer 


and Annie Barrows 


New York, Random House/Dial Press, 2009; 288 pages 


Novel/ Fiction 


Presented in the form of letters from one character to another, this is a 
story about the Island of Guernsey during the German Occupation over five 


years in the second World War. 


have a number?) 


** THE BOOK THIEF, Markus Zusak 


(If this is a war to end all wars, why does it 


The characters are a bit eccentric, but the interaction 
via the letters is, for the most part, interesting. 
friends are the heroes of this work. 
"IT can't recommend it highly enough." 
[The name is explained on page 48.] 


Good books and good 
Another author--Elizabeth Gilbert--says 
Read that however you want. 


Book Group selection. 


Fiction 


New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 2005; 550 pages 


Since this story is told from Death's point of view, it takes on a different characte1 


from a lot of works of fiction, and I found that part of it quite interesting. 
The heroine is nine year old Liesel and the story follows her residence with 


a foster family in Germany in the late 1930s. 


The characters of the foster 


parents, Liesel, and Rudy (her buddy) are well developed, and it is positive 
to follow the action (this includes her stealing of books, learning to read, 


and air raids, among other things). 
interesting, it was too long. 


* EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE, Phillip Margolin 


Even though the whole thing was fairly 


Mystery Fiction 


New York, Harper, 2008; 443 pages 


This probably ranks in 
with what are Known as 
Guilty Pleasures-—romance 
novels, or adventure stories, 
or stuff with no particular 
redeeming social value. Still, 


it was fun to read, and I staye’’ 


with it until I found out what — 
happened to the good guys anc 
the bad guys. Good airplane 
reading, too. 


“The more elaborate our 
means of communication, the 
less we communicate.” 
Scientist Joseply Priestley, 
quoted in the 
Montreal Gazette 
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FOUNDING MOTHERS, Cokie Roberts Non-fiction 


[ | Elisabeth M. Patterson 
wm PO Box 339 


Evergreen, CO 80437 


2009 

ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, MIRACLE, Barbara Kingsolver Non-fiction 
New York, Harper Collins, 2007; 352 pages 

Kingsolver's family elected to move ._ from the West to the East to a place 
where they could eat food produced from the place where they work, go 
to school, and so on. Besides the record of what they produced and how they 
managed, she makes the reader aware of foods, chemicals, animals, and a 
lot of the things that go into our food chain. The writing itself is quite readable, 
and the story line is better than some of her other books--and she injects some 
pieces of humor into the work along with some very informative material. So, this 
is a good piece of work for people who really want to find out more about 
the food department. This is a selection for our book group. 


DREAMS FROM MY FATHER, Barack Obama Biography 
New York, Three Rivers Press, 1995; 442 pages Book Group 
From Origins through Chicago to Kenya, Obama talks about not only what 
he did but also what he felt, so the part in Kenya is probably (to me, at 
any rate) the most introspective and moving. My own take on what he was 
saying is that throughout his growing up, he felt distanced from what he 
had to deal with, and when he went to Kenya and met other people in his 
family, some aunts but mostly siblings, he began to feel more connected. I 
do not know what actual impact on his presidency these revelations might engender. 


[Book Group] 


New York, Harper Collins, 2004; 278 pages, plus notes, recipes, Cast of 
Characters, index 


Roberts tells us stories about some of the women who influenced the 


founding fathers, and she tells it in a rather chatty style which makes it easy 

to read. She refers to correspondence--a feat that will not be possible in years 

to come since so many people tend to e-mail rather than write something that 

can go into history's archives. The men were amazing, but the women were equally 
or maybe more so. How the women managed to hold things together in war and 

in conditions that we would consider primitive I do not know. 


TUCK EVERLASTING, Natalie Babbitt Fiction; Childdren's Book 
Farrar, Straus, and Giroux. 1975; 139 pages 


Looking for a selection I could do for book group, my bookstore buddies 


suggested I look in the children's section and recommended this book. It is fun 


to read, but it has only one really discussable point (how would it be to live 
forever), so I didn't choose it. 


ORIGINS OF THE SPECIOUS, Patricia O'Conner Non-fiction; language 
New York, Random House, 2009; 203 pages, plus copious notes, bibliography, 
and index 

Subtitled "Myths and Misconceptions of the English Language," this book probably 
has somewhat limited appeal, but I found it extremely interesting. Among other 
pieces, she talks about the use of "hopefully," the gender lexicon, splitting infinitives, 
ending sentences with prepositions, and many other rules and/or habits we have 
or think we should have. "Many of our most beloved idéas about English are bunkum." 
O'Conner debunks some of them--with frequent references to explain how old they 
are and where they came from--but also admits that some of them she prefers 
not to abandon (and sometimes I feel like cheering her on). Sadly, I cannot remember 
all of the items that I really want to remember. Metonymy is the use of a word 
for something to which it is related; synecdoche--a word for a part that is used 
to refer to the whole. I never heard those words before, and will probably not find 
a handy use for them soon. O'Conner also wrote Woe Is I, which I also liked. 
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FINDING DEXTER, Kristin Andersen Children's fiction; book group 
2009; 68 pages. 

One of our group wrote this, and provided copies for each of us, so it is not 
yet part of the mainstream. The story is fanciful and very readable. One 
of my questions is why Dexter--invisible to everyone but the heroine throughout 
the story--is suddenly visible. On page 38, a new character (Mr. Runcible) 
appears and I did not quite figure where he came from. Kristin's expression 


is engaging, for examplie;.when she mentioned one of the adults who "talked 
in capital letters." 


FAHRENHEIT 451, Ray Bradbury Science fiction; book group 
New York, Ballantine, 1953; 147 pages 

Since this is one of the classics of science fiction, and I had never read 
it, I picked it for my turn to choose for book group. It is far more philosophical 
than I had realized--I thought it was a kind of instruction manual on how to 
burn books--~and I found it quite interesting (and very readable), although it 
certainly is a bit depressing to. think that the attitude of discarding what amounts 
to recorded thought and history might come to pass. All the things that are 
written down can be saved electronically, but I am resistant to that kind of change, 
In a way, this book emphasizes the difficulty I have trying to embrace technology. 
I might be more willing if I felt that the changes made things better, but I am 
not convinced that all of them do. 


BURY THE DEAD, Irwin Shaw Play 
New York, Dramatists Play Service, 1936; 46 pages 

This play is about soldiers in the (first world) war and their thoughts 
after they were killed (and the thoughts of the soldiers and the wives around 
them). It is a philosophical take on war, but also on life; I wanted to read 
it because Maggie (my granddaughter) performed in it at D.U. 


NO ORDINARY LIVES, David Johnson Essays 
New York, Warner Books, 2002; 241 pages 

Johnson was a news reporter, and morphed into a columnist, developed 
from an off-hand remark that everyone has a story, and if you put your finger 
on a name in the phone book you conid. find a story. He feels that he learned 
a lot from the people he interviewed, and indeed he did--much of it he shares 
with his readers. The stories deal with home, love, family, style, work, beliefs, 
and resilience--this latter in response to assorted life dramas. All of that 
is fairly good reading--calm, often smoothly significant. A great deal of the 
book, though, is autobiographical about himself and his wife and their responses 
to life's events, and while that is okay, it strikes me as a little ego-centered 
rather than life-changing for the reader. 


THE MADONNAS OF ‘LENINGRAD, Debra Dean Novel 
New York, Harper, 2006; 228 pages plus some author notes 

This is not the best book I have ever read, but the story develops with so much 
imagination and authority that it is very engrossing, and I found that I was very 
involved with it, and pleased at the way it progressed. My knowledge of The Hermitage 
is limited, but to the Russian woman who befriendéd the author, Ido remember that 
the Russians -at the Siege of Leningrad did indeed stop the Germans. 
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READING LIST 2010 


WILL IN THE WORLD, Stephen Greenblatt 
New York, W.W. Norton, 2004; 390 pages plus notes 
and index Non-fiction 
Subtitled "how Shakespeare became Shakespeare," this is an extremely: scholarly 

investigation that links the history of the period with the author's imagination. 

Greenblatt "conjures an entire world out of gossip, hints, and obscure 

clues" in an effort to describe Shakespeare. He tries to show the connections 

between life of the time and Shakespeare's art, and what Greenblatt produces 

is very captivating, and makes a lot of sense. Whether or not we can 

depend on the accuracy of the work is up in the air, because the sources 

are related to the times and not specifically to Shakespeare. The text, 

however, does acknowledge that the comments are conjecture, assumption, 

and supposition. Even so, Greenblatt is assessed as an "esteemed Shakespearean." 
seer a ee | —— 2K a 
| MIRI, WHO CHARMS, Joanne Greenberg 
Millburn, NJ; Montemayor Press;2009; 

266 pages; Our book group choice 


; ; Fiction 
Since I typed this, and made Joanne's 


changes over time, I do not remember if 

I ever included it in my personal list. If 
I did, I am sorry for the repetition, but 
if I did not, I want to be sure to mention 
it because I think there are many parts of 
it that are thought-provoking and dis- 
cussable (for individuals or book groups). 
One of the themes concerns charm--how 
far can one go on charm? Another theme 
is that of the youngster in the story--who 
is in charge of the decisions about her 
upbringing, especially when the mother is 


SSS 
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SPR ES not married to the father (in fact, he 
“We'd like to publish it, do nothing to promote tt, and swatch disappears early on}? How do the two 
it disappear from the shelves in less than a month.” friends interact and how do they influence 


one another's life? What about the influence 

of the two sets of parents (of the two 
protagonists)? And religion? How do the friends respond to the men in their lives? And 
how does speleoogy come into play? See? There is all kinds of good stuff in here--and it 
reads well on top of all of that. I personally like all but one of Joanne's novels, but this 
one is one of the very gripping ones. [We talk about AGE OF CONSENT--the one I liked 
least, but I think that is probably because I did not understand the theme and I did not 
identify with any of the characters or situations. ] 


*k STIFF, Mary Roach Non-fiction 
London, W.W. Norton, 2003; 292 pages 
Yes, this is a book about cadavers ("The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers") and it is 

written with serious research behind it, and in a tone that made me laugh on almost every 
page. She writes about anatomy, heads, decay, driving and crash dummies, war injuries, 
crucifixion experiments, cremation and composting, cannibalism, decapitation--doesn't that 
all sound woeful? It isn't; it is laced with such funny comments (that do not detract from 
her serious points) that I count it as a very humorous book, while it is also instructive. 
The only chapter that bothered me a little was the one about heads--so I skipped some of 
that, but mostly it made me think about my decision to will my body to science. That's 
okay--I won't know what is going on. I can't include anyof thefunny parts because they 


were not one-liners, or jokes--they were asides appropriate to the specific material where 
she was writing. 
“lam a kind of paranoid 

in reverse. | suspect | 

=people of plotting to make 
me happy.” 
J.D. Salinger, quotedin the | 
Londen Independent 
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WHEN A CROCODILE EATS THE SUN, Peter Godwin 
New York, Little Brown & Co., 2006; Back Bay Books 2008: 341 pages 
Non-fiction; our book group selection 

Godwin is African by birth, and brings to this narrative a combination 
of sympathy and horror as he details the falling apart of both his family and 
his country (Zimbabwe). Because the author is a journalist, he has covered 
a great deal of territory in his reporting, and yet the personal comes through 
as well. This is a very readable account, and I grew more interested as his 
family relationships came more to the forefront. 


THE CIVILITY SOLUTION, P.M. Forni Non-fiction (helpful hints) 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 2008; 160 pages 
Forni gives specific responses to situations where someone 
else is rude, and suggests that we deal with rudeness in 
an assertive but civil manner. 


BORN ON A BLUE DAY, Daniel Tammet Non-fiction 
New York, Free Press, 2006; 226 pages (Great Britain, Hodder & Stoughton) 

To me the most amazing thing about this book is that it is written by a severely 
autistic man yet he has put it in a very understandable way and he writes about 
what is going on in his life and in hishead. He has savant syndrome with startling 
mental powers but appears able to communicate with non-savants so they can get 
some insight inté what is in his mind. While I have absolutely no idea how this 
all works, I find reading about it pretty compelling. 


I KNOW WHERE I'M GOING, Charlotte Chandler Biography 

New York, Simon & Schuster, 2010; 327 pages plus index and list of films and plays 
My Guilty Pleasures are about Hollywood, and this book is about Katherine Hepburn, 

but it is not very gossipy, and it is not very well written. It is fairly chatty 

and tells us about Hepburn's show business development. There is a chapter about 

Spencer Tracy, but Hepburn had an earlier affair with Howard Hughes, and who 

knows who else. If the writing is an accurate presentation, Hepburn seems spoiled 

and ego-centric, but that may go with the territory. People who worked with her 

seem to admire her talent in spite of her sometimes difficult behavior (especially-- 

on "The African Queen"), and she was very close to some of the big names in Hollywood 


LITTLE BEE, Chris Cleave Fiction, Book Group selection 
New York, Simon and Shuster, 2008; 266 pages 

The cover tells us that this is the story of two women, but there is a little boy 
as well as the women, and the narration goes back and forth between the two 
women--but in a way that the reader can follow. While parts of the story challenge 
our "willing suspension of disbelief," it is an interesting tale, and certainly raises 
some questions about Africa, England, refugees, and assorted relationships. I 
did find it readable; I am not sure how long I will remember it all. 


THE BLUE BEAR, Lynn Schooler Non-fiction; Book Group 
New York, Harper Collins, 2002; 270 pages 

While I am one of the few people I know who has not made the trip to Alaska, 
I feel as if I have been to the most dramatic part by reading this book. The 
bear is a kind of centerpiece, but that is supported by the positive experiences 
that the author has with the Japanese photographer who began as a customer in 
the guiding service and became a friend. We learn just enough of the author's 
personal history to answer questions of time and direction that might arise. 
The adventures in the boat and on the land , the descriptions of the glacial 
activity, the word-pictures of the animals’ activities--especially the whales-~-are 
grabbing (I didn't want to say compelling--but they were), and as the narrative 
draws to a close the writing becomes partly sad but mostly powerful. There 
are a lot of lovely, strong, significant parts to the story and the writing. 
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ae Non-fiction 
MY LIFE WITH CHARLIE BROWN, 
Charles M. Schulz; Ed.M.Thomas Inge 
Jackson, Mississippi; University 
Press of Mississippi; 2010;185 pages 
These writings are by Schulz and 
touch on his life, his art, his philoso- 
phy, and his religious beliefs. He 
contends that Charlie Brown is not 
Schulz, but like most authors, he 
draws on his life, his friends, and 
a variety of memories in developing 
the strip. The editing is good because 
the contents give us some insight into 
Schulz's feelings about a lot of things- 
including but not limited to Snoopy! 
It is interesting to read about cartoon- 
drawing, and Schulz's wish to have 
the drawing be the best he can possib! 
do for every strip. 
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-sized pilein the middle of the 
of Oprah’s.assistant’s desk.” 


** RIGETING THE MOTHER TONGUE, David Wolman 
New York, Harper, 2008; 190 pages 
Wolman talks about English spelling from early England to Google,and while 
we can all agree that it is strange and confusing, there are interesting and 
sometimes humorous explanations for how words came to be spelled the way 
they are. The changes are on-going--teens, texting, and so on are probably 
going to spawn many changes. Someone like me who rather wants to maintain 
things the way I was taught, well, we are probably out of luck. 


« 
Great news! Your novel 1s in.a medium 


floor about four feet ‘from the left side 


Non-fiction 


* TINKERS, Paul Harding Book Group selection 
New York, Bellevue Literary Press, 2009; 191 pages Fiction 
Here is a family saga giving us thoughts of three generations of tinkers as 
they approach their last hours. The book does give us some acquaintance with 
their lives, but even more than that, I think it gives rise to some thoughts on 
our own lives. As a literary work, the writing may not be the best ever, but I 
thought the book as a whole was thought provoking. 


I JUDGE YOU WHEN YOU USE POOR GRAMMAR, ‘Sharon Nichols 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 2009; 146 pages 
This is a book of pictures of signs that have assorted errors in punctuation, 


spelling, or usage. There are some that are not so unusual but there are some 
that are fairly humorous. 


Non-fiction /language 


*** OLIVE KITTERIDGE, Elizabeth Strout Book Group selection 

New York, Random House, 2008, 270 pages Fiction 

In theory this is a collection of short stories, but they link together because 
of where the protagonists live and because of Olive Kitteridge, who is not 
the main subject in every story, but who appears here and there and is the 
subject in several of the pieces. The feeling of community that is present 
in the stories is very appealing to me, and the development of Olive's character 
is interesting because the reader's assessment of her personality changes over 
the course of the book (at least mine did). The presentation is easy to follow, 
and I found the book as a whole very good reading. 


“The trouble with "Life begins at 40, 


jogging is that, by the time 
you realize you're not in 
shape for it, it’s too far to 
walk back” 
Humorist Frariklin P Jones, 
quoted in the IMoncten, New 
Brunswick, Telegraph-Journal 


but so do fallen arches, 
rheumatism, faulty 
eyesight, and the 
tendency to tell a story to 
the same person, three or 
four times.’ 
Joumalist Helen -Rowland, 
quoted in Newsday 
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Autobiography 
FEFOPEN, Andre Agassi 
New York, Knopf, 2009; 386 pg: 
Of course I liked this book; I 
like Agassi, and am sorry that he 
is not playing on the tour any 
more. This is an autobiography, 
with help from J.R. Moehringer 
in the writing. It is a rather 
conversational style which in 
this instance is quite appealing. 
The startling part of the book is 
that he says he loves tennis and 
he hates tennis--which is some- 
times hard to reconcile. But, his 
father drove him to play when 
Andre was very young, and he 
continued with the sometimes 
« : =i | * driving, sometimes withdrawin 
vi want to read something targeted directly at me. ae hea stared a OCT: ae 
marriage to Brooke Shields is 
dealt with fairly and not bitterly, 
and it was probably a mistake from the beginning, which they both acknowledge. His 
marriage to Steffi Graf, however, was a positive turnaround for Agassi, and he credits 
Steffi appropriately. What Agassi has done in Las Vegas to help kids--a school backed 
by lots of money--not only gives the kids an advantage but also helps him. His 
re-development in the tennis world is the result of his finding another purpose in his 
life (the school). This is a good story, and talks about the matches just about the 
right amount--enough to bring us in, but not enough to get tedious. 


*#* THE SOLOIST, Steve Lopez Non-fiction; book group choice 


New York, Berkley Books, 2008; 286 pages 

Mr. Lopez, a columnist, discovers Mr. Ayers, a homeless musical prodigy whose 
mental illness keeps him from fulfilling what all of us would have hoped would be his 
"promise" for musical development and performance. The book tells of Lopez' efforts 
to relate to and assist Ayers. Reading this, I did not expect some miraculous break- 
through; I only hoped that Lopez could handle the times that Ayers appeared to 
be uncooperative, and avert his own disappointment that might have resulted from 
Ayers' situation. The book is very engaging and well written (I would expect 
no less from a journalist who was actually trained), and I finished it with a positive 
reaction. in spite of some sadness. 


SPOOK, Mary Roach Non-fiction 
New York, W.W. Norton, 2005; 295 pages 

I thought that Roach's book Stiff (see earlier page for comment)was so good 
I would give this a try. This one is "science tackles the afterlife," but it was 
not as illuminating as I had hoped, and the humor--laced in throughout the book--was 
also a bit less than came to the fore in the other book. Please don't tell me that 
comparisons are odious;-isn't that one of the ways we try books? The chances 
are that I was not in the mood to appreciate this, because there is a lot of material 
in it that tries to deal with the soul and what happens when we die. 
Does life go on after we die? Scientists, schemers, engineers, mediums are 
consulted for their opinions. 


“It is very simple to be 
happy, but it is very 
difficult to be simple” 
Poet Rabindranath Tagore, 
quoted in-the 
Montreal Gazette 
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WILL THE CIRCLE BE UNBROKEN?, Studs Terkel 
New York, The New Press, 2001; 407 pages 

Subtitled "Reflections on death, rebirth, and hunger for a faith," this 
is s collection of interviews of a variety of people in: a number of varied occupations 
that reflect the views of the subjects and are often tinged by their jobs or 
circumstances. These include doctors, nurses, Getectives, soldiers, ministers, 
writers, teachers, and so on. A few of the subjects are related in some way 
to the people Terkel interviewed for Working; one of the subjects is the mother 
of Emmet Till. There are interesting connections, and there are thoughtful 
comments and commentaries. While the work deals with reflections about death, 
the book is not depressing--at least not to me. 


LEARNING TO BOW, Bruce Feiler Non-fiction 
New York, Harper, 1991; 301 pages Book Group 
Feiler--who spoke Japanese--was in Japan to teach American English to 
the Japanese, and his students were middle-schoolers. His task included teaching 
about American culture, and in the process, he learned a great deal about 
Japanese culture and schooling. The book is written with enthusiasm, and 
is sometimes humorous, sometimes even tender. I am sure that one reading 
does not make me conversant with Japan, but it certainly makes me a little 
bit more knowledgable, and gives me some feeling. that I did not have before. 
One of the things he points out is that Japan is largely unified as to racial 
and language background--vastly different from the United States. I am not 
going to list all the nifty things in this book--I respectfully suggest that you 
read it, and find some of the points he made that I found so interesting and 
appealing. 


THE HELP, Kathryn Stockett Novel; Book Group 
New York, G.P. Putnam's Sons; Penguin Group; 2009; 444 pages 

With all the positive buzz about this book and the "everyone's reading 
it" comment, I was resistant to reading it, but when our group decided on 
it, I attacked it, and discovered that it is very good. It is written in the 
first person, with multiple voices, but that is not hard to figure out because 
the voice is identified at the beginning of each section. Parts of the narrative 
are very sad because of how the uppity white women behave, and parts of 
it are heroic because of how the Negro women deal with their circumstances. 
some of the men (white) are not all that swell in their attitude--but not all, 
and there are some not very nifty Negro men thrown in the mix. So, one 
concludes that a lot of areas are dealt with, and the primary white protagonist 
comes across (to me, anyway) are pretty realistic--and I really liked the parts 
where she is dealing with her own mother, and her own love life (if you can 

call itthat). I-found it quite 

believeable. It did not take me 
long to adjust to the Negro dialect 
in those sections--that had worried 
me at first, but it was not NACE ne 


THE BLUEPRINT, Adam Schrager & RobWitwer 
Golden, CO, Speakers Corner, 2010; 204 pages 

"How the Democrats Won Colorado" 

The idea seems to be to put in an infra- 
structure of (liberal) organizations funded by 
rich people--but there was also an anti-Bush, 
anti-conservative trend (this was in 2008). 
Getting people registered to vote is a big 
thing, but money certainly helps the effort. 


“Welcome to the abridged book club; Okay—.. 
anyone want to add anything before we wrap this up?” 


RINA, PICCOLO 
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09 SECONDS, Richard Wiseman . 
"Think a Little, Change A Lot" 
New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 2009; 296 pages Non-fiction 

Wiseman's rationale was to determine if any of the self-help books and scientific 
studies had clues about improving one's life. He found that there were indeed 
some tips for improving outlooks, but since I am pretty happy, I did not read 
the whole book. Here are ten things that he found interesting: develop the 
gratitude attitude; be a giver; hang a mirror in the kitchen; buy a potted 
plant for the office; touch people lightly on the upper arm; write about your 
relationship; deal with potential liars by asking for an E-mail; praise children's 
effort over their ability; visualize yourself doing, not achieving; consider your 
legacy. So now you don't have to read the book either. The suggestions I liked 
the best are don't kill people just for fun and don't have sex with your relatives 
and their pets. 
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New York, Penguin Putnam, 2001; 308 pages 
Subtitled "A novel of the plague," that is indeed the primary thread, but 
Brooks manages to weave in some romantic parts, some village relationships, 
some class distinctions, some religious responses-~all kinds of things, and 
it reads well besides. A remote British village makes an oath to separate 
itself from the rest of the country in an effort to avoid the bubonic plague, 
but even after arranging a way to get supplies, the plague hits them, and 
the story deals not only with how the people cope but also how the characters 
react in a variety of ways. In apite of the grim subject, the book is not Gepressing, 
and we follow the development of Anna (the heroine) with anticipation. 


BOBBY AND JACKIE, C.David Heymann Non-fiction 
New York, Atria Books, 2009; 183 pages plus notes, bibliography, & index 

While the author has skipped the really salacious details of most of the 
encounters, I do not have enough paper to list all of the partners and participants 
in the assorted liaisons of the Kennedy men. Those numbers are not what surprised 
me. What came as news to me is the extent to which Jackie was a player in 
the men's game of whom do we do today?. They are all so busy that I do not 
see how they had time to run the country (JFK) or be attorney general (RFK), 
or: tend the children (JBK). But goodness knows, they had enough money 
to hire help for what we would consider day-to-day activities. The main idea 
of this book, though, is that Jackie Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy were (probably) 
in love with each other—-as opposed to simply sleeping with one another. 


HIGH SOCIETY, Donald Spoto Biography 
New York, Harmony Books, 2009; 273 pages 

Here is another entry in my pursuit of film stars. Since I already 
read Once Upon A Time some years ago, this is probably enough 
about Grace Kelly--but she is definitely an interesting character to me. She was 
a more accomplished actress (according to these books) than I ever gave her credit 
for, but when one thinks about her career as Princess Grace Grimaldi, she becomes 
even more accompliahed. I think it must have been hard for her to grow up under 
the thumb of her controlling parents. 


MYSTERIES AND LEGENDS OF COLORADO, Jan Murphy Non-fiction 
Helena, Montana, Globe Pequot Press, 2007; 124 pages 

"True stories of the unsolved and unexplained" is the sub-title, and that 
describes the book, which is written fairly well and deals with some mysteries 
in the foothills (other places, too, in Colorado) which makes it appealing to those 
of us who live here. 


Elisabeth M. Patterson 
‘ P.O, Box 339 

= Evergreen, CO 80437-0339 
2011 : . 


* RICHARD BURTON, A LIFE, Melvyn Bragg 
Boston, Little,Brown, 1988; 492 pages Biography 

Burton was a rather amazing figure; he was a very talented actor in several 
different media; an attractive suitor--married a number of times but a magnet 
for women in general; a good provider for family and friends; an alcoholic who was 
able at times to control his desire for drink in order to perform; a strong man who 
managed to surmount serious pain in order to perform ... so this book about him 
makes interesting reading. Burton was also a voracious reader, and he wrote, but 
much of what he wrote is not available to the general reading public. Bragg 
spends a large amount of space on Burton and Elizabeth Taylor--which might make 
a book all on its own--but sometimes the narrative gets a bit tedious. Much of what 
he was and did was admired and loved by his friends and audiences. Some of his 
behavior might have been difficult to tolerate. 


DISCOVERY!. Wallace Stegner Non-fiction 


US, Selwa Press, 2007; 245 pages; Originally published in Beirut, Lebanon, 
Middle East Export Press, 1971 

One of the more interesting things about this book is that Stegner wanted it 
NOT published. He was under contract to the oil companies and did not feel that 
his take on some situations could be incorporated in this work which had to be 
influenced by the sponsor. That said, it is a very readable account of "The 
search for Arabian oil" (book's subtitle) as Stegner details the explorations and 
diplomatic machinations AND the settling of wildcatters and assorted workers in 
Saudi Arabia. He writes about the adventures of the men, the Saudis they taught 
and who helped them, the war (WW II), the wives--so it is in many respects 
a kind of adventure book. The development of Asoc and Aramco--the oil companies-—— 
is a little beyond me, but Stegner certainly emphasizes the "meeting of cultures" 
that began in 1933 (and he closes in 1945) and the influence that each one had 
on the other--all of which has influenced the current relationship of the U.S. 


and Saudi Arabia. [I did not run across the Bush family.] The writing itself 
is the usual wonderful Stegner. 


‘When L asked you to join my book club, I had no idea it was going to be for 


good.” 
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HOTEL ON THE CORNER OF BITTER AND SWEET, Jamie Ford Fiction 

New York, Ballantine Books, 2009; 285 pages Book Group Choice 
Someone helped me with a word to label this book: poignant. It is - rather 

sad because it deals with the internment of the Japanese during the Second 

World War, and because of the relationship between a Chinese immigrant to 

the U.S. and his son, who was born here. The narrative sheds some light 

on the separation process--of the Japanese (from their homes and their country-- 

which was the U.S., not Japan) and of the Chinese (father and son), and 

of significant friends (the Chinese boy and a Japanese girl). The story deals 

with two different time periods, but they are labeled clearly so the timing 

is not hard to follow. I felt that I learned something concerning that period, 

and I also was allowed to explore some relationships--something I consider 

a plus in my reading, and the book was very readabley 


DECISION POINTS, George W. Bush Autobiographical 
New York, Crown, 2010; 477 pages 

While I did not read this in its entirety, I do feel that I got the flavor of 
the commentary (which was what I was interested in), and I think that some of 
my previous ideas (notions?) about the president might be not entirely on the mark. 
There is a little more humility that comes through to mitigate the arrogance that 
always appeared’ when he spoke (when I heard him on television). [Some might | 
call that confidence.] Small point: he explains the episode at the time of 9/11 when 
he was criticized for continuing to read to the children he was visiting at their 
school. The procedure at the time made sense to me (and still does), and as the 
Secret Service et al ferried him about the country on Air Force One, that, too, 
made sense, and provided a chuckling point to counteract the horror we were all 
feeling. Anyway, the book is not going into the library of literary masterpieces, but 
it is certainly helpful to have an account of the thoughts of the president. 


HALF BROKE HORSES, Jeannette Walls True Life Novel; Book Group Choice 
New York, Scribner, 2009; 270 pages 

This book really pre-dates THE GLASS CASTLE, Walls' memoir, and I personally 
found this one more readable and believable. Walls' grandmother (this book is 
about her--Lily) was a very interesting character and someone who really made 
the best of some very difficult situations. I suppose the GLASS§-CASTLE characters 
also made the best of what they were dealt, but the family in this book do not 
seem as far out of what I would eal] mainstream, so it was easier for me to handle 


them. I especially liked the parts where Walls examined (or so I inferred) Lily's 
decision-making process 


THIS TIME TOGETHER, Carol Burnett Reflections 
New York, Random House (Crown, Harmony), 2010; 266 pages 

Subtitled "laughter and reflections," this is another in my pursuit of stuff 
about famous movie, stage, or TV people (my G.P.s, right?). It does have 
some laughs in it--her tales, and also from people who worked with her, and 
the reflections are charming in some instances. I learned that she is now married 
to her third husband and she and her second had three daughters, one of whom 
died at about forty--so it is not sll fun and games, but it is very easy reading, 
and of course makes me think about earlier television, which I remember with 
my own reflections. Good bedtime reading because the chapters are only a few 
pages, and the book doesn't weigh: much on the stomach. 
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WAR WITHOUT BLOODSHED, Eleanor Clift and 
Tom Brazaitis 


New York, Scribner, 1996; 358 pages plus appendix, index, notes 


Subtitled "the art of politics," the narrative pretty much dissects the power 
structure in Washington. Those of us who listen to the television talking heads, 
know the name Clift; her husband was not so familiar to me. Their analysis 
is interesting, telling, revealing, and too long. They deal with six positions 
(pollsters, lobbyists, chairmen, speakers, members, chiefs of staff) and the 
bodies filling those positions (remember the year this book came out). I could 
not pass a quiz on what they detailed for me, but after reading this I am probably 
more depressed than before about the way Washington works. I sincerely wish 
we could find a different way of financing the electoral process. 


WALDEN: OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS, Henry David Thoreau Naturalist 
New York, Dover, 1995; 1854 originally; 216 pages 

Because I had never read this, I thought I should have a shot at it, but I 
found it tedious going, and the writing filled with self-satisfaction that struck 
me as a mark of conceit. He whipped up a place to live partly with material 
that was natural, but partly with materials that I inferred he swiped from someone 
else--especially his furnishings. There may be positive lessons to be learned 
from him, but I am not going to benefit from them, because I did not finish 
the book, 


‘Tf we'd gone South for the winter, we'd be back by now.” 


SKIPPY DIES, Paul Murray Novel 
New York, Faber and Faber, 2010; 661 pages 
This did not pass my fifty-page-test, so I did not read it. * 


*If the book has not engaged the reader in the first fifty pages, it is okay 
to abandon it. 
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ROOM, Emma Donoghue — 
New York, Back Bay Books (Little Brown), 2010;321 pages Fiction 

Here is another book I read somewhat under protest because "everyone" was 
raving about it, ao I was wary. Surprise, surprise, it turned out to be very 
readable and quite compelling. It is a novel, but could be based on something that 
actually happened. A woman was abducted and held captive in a room constructed 
with no way for her to get out. The man would bring her supplies every few 
days, and sleep with her. Over time, she had a youngster, who was then her 
only contact with a human who could talk to her. The narration of the story is 
by the child who (at the time of the tale) is five. One might think it would be 
boringly juvenile to read something told by a five-year-old, and it is not entirely 
believable, but it is better than I am making it sound. The narration follows what 
the woman and the son do to pass the time, and eventually the woman decides they 
must try to escape, and she develops a plan to achieve that. One of the puzzles 
in the story is to think about the boy who has no contact with the outside and so 
does not have any idea about what the world is like. The story progresses, but 
I don't want to give it all away in case you decide to read it. I do think this 
one is worth reading. Some interesting questions are raised about how these 
people relate to one another (if they do). 

Biographical 
HOW JEFFERSON MADE THE BEST OF BAD MESSES, Jack Van Ens 
U.S.A., Majesty, Inc.; 2000; 116 pages 
I am a big Jefferson fan, but this book is as much about Van Ens as it 

is about Jefferson. I can't say I learned much about Jefferson. Van Ens is a 
Jefferson impersonator, and hearing that presentation was positive--but of course 
then I felt I had to buy the book. 


TALLGRASS, Sandra Dallas Fiction; Book Group Choice 
New York, St. Martin's Griffin, 2007; 305 Pages 

Rennie Stroud, the narrator of this story, is thirteen, and the book is written 
as if addressing that age group, so it is easy--and rapid~-reading. The characters 
are believable, the circumstances historical. I am glad to read aboaut the internment 
of the Japanese in WW II, and certainly can feel outraged that they had to endure 
what they did--especially since they were U.S. citizens. In addition to giving 
the reader a feel for the camp situation, there is a great deal both above and 
below the surface of how non-Japanese (that is, the locals in the area where the 
camp was located) reacted to the situation and treated the internees. Rennie in 
some spots seems too-good-to-be-true, but in other spots she becomes more human, 
so the reader has an opportunity to meditate about all kinds of thoughts and behavior. 
In some ways, this story is a bit simplistic, but in general, I thought it was a 
good story and makes for a lot of discussion about how people act and react. 


HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE, Stanley Fish Composition 
New York, Harper Collins, 2011; 160 pages 

This is much more sophisticated than a grammar book on “how to write" 
a sentence; it delves into the nuances of what makes sentences effective and 
memorable. It is valuable for those yearning to write, and also those wishing 
to understand writing a little better. 
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* The Selected Letters of WALLACE STEGNER, Edited by Page Stegner 
USA, Shoemaker Hoard, 2007; 389 pages 
The divisions in this work suggest the range of Stegner's interests: 
Origins, Biographers and Critics, Reflections on the Works, Special Friends 
and Family, The Literary Life, Stanford, History and Historians, Conservation. 
The thought he devoted to whatever project was uppermost at the time is reflected 
in the letters to the people invalved in that project. Some of the people are 
not known at all to me, many are people of whom I have heard; the letters to 
his good friend Sally, and then to his wife Mary, made me feel that I was intruding 
on his private thoughts; the others covered enormous parts of his life but of 
course are not exhaustive. This is an interesting addition to the Benson biography. 


* STOPPING BY EARTH, Scott Gibson Fiction, Book Group 

U SA, ScottGibson, 2010, 222 pages 
The story itself is both fun and interesting; the characters are believable, 

if somewhat strange in part. Parts of the time frame are not exactly linear 
so that it is sometimes hard to follow the action. Characters who appear in 
the early part of the book disappear, and then re-appear much later on with 
the in-between framework left out, occasionally making it hard to remember 
how they fit into the larger picture, Still, after following all of the people and 
action through whatever confusion there might be, Gaby actually verbalizes the 
primary message (on page 220), which makes a satisfactory resolution in spite 
of whatever else might be left up in the air. 


*k* TALK SHOW, Dick Cavett Non-fiction 
New York, Henry Holt & Co., 2010; 265 pages 
Although set up in a format that implies these are essays, it seems the contents 

are reminiscences--about some of his shows, but also comments about some of 

the interesting people he has had on his shows. It is sometimes humorous, 
sometimes thoughtful-—fill in your own adjectives, and enjoy the reading. It 

is great for bedtime because one can read a few pages at a time and not lose 

the train of thought, since each piece is perhaps three or four pages long. 


A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS, George Orwell Non-fiction 
New York, Doubleday, 1954; 320 pages 

"Politics and the English language" is the particular essay I was looking 
for, and it did not disappoint me, although Orwell wrote comments that are not 
exactly news any more--euphemism was rampant even when he wrote, and he 
felt that the use of it made progress in politics very difficult. There were also 
essays on Dickens, Gandhi, McGill, Kipling, elephants, and other things--—all 
of which were interesting. The language was a bit stilted, but even so, very 


readable. 
** REMARKABLE CREATURES, Sean Carroll Pee teeh 
New York, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (Mariner Books), 2009 P 


284 pages, plus acknowledgments, sources, biblography, index, further reading 

The puzzles and questions revolve around the origins and develoment of species, but 
the creatures of the title are the scientists, naturalists, anthropologists, and so on 
whose explorations are followed in Carroll's narrative, and a truly fascinating one it 
is. The book reads well; there is so much material in it that sometimes it goes a 
bit slowly, but this is the very kind of book that I love to explore, and I thank the 
woman who picked it as her selection for our group. And once in a while, Carroll 
throws in a remark that makes the reader smile even as the material is explained. 
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THE MEMORY OF RUNNING, Ron McLarty Book Group Selection 
New York, Penguin Books, 2004; 358 pages 

If you can view this as a case study, it is somewhat interesting--the protagonist 
has a schizophrenic sister, and he has occasional visions of her, plus maybe 
some less serious issues of his own. I struggled with the story for the 
first 250 pages--and there were some things about our hero's bike ride across 
the country that strained my credulity (the people who befriended him, 
and gave him money, etc.) Probably the fact of my age made it hard for 
me to imagine that he could actually ride across the country. Still, Joanne's 
heroine in Where The Road Goes walked that far, and she was about my 
age .. . The point is probably not whether or not the story is plausible, 
it simply did not engage me for a lot of it. 


READING —- 2011 


TECHNOPOLY, Neil Postman : Non-fiction 
New York, Vintage Books (Random House), 1993; 199 pages (plus notes, bibliogrsphy, 
index) ; 

Subtitled "The Surrender of Culture to Technology," Postman develops ideas 
surrounding technical progress, and probably one of the reasons I liked this 
book so much is that he talks about people allowing technology to take over 

when it should be the other way around--people using technology for progress. 

It began with tools, then moved to technotracy,then morphed into technopoly. 

A sub-set of his discussion is how language has changed--assigning different 
meanings to words we used to employ related to people (e.g., virus). He has 

a part about language in general--how it is one of our basic tools. He writes 
about--among other things--medical and computer technology, and he moves 

to "Scientism" and "The Great Symbol Drain," but his final chapter--"The Loving 
Resistance Fighter"--kept me from being hopelessly depressed about the situation. 
And he mentions Lewwis Mumford, of whom I heard forty-five years ago. And 
Postman suggests that one place to start (this in his part about education) would 
be Bronowski's The Ascent Of Man-~a book that was one of the texts used by 
Dick when he taught Humanities at Evergreen High School. That part moved me 

to tears--and pride. 


THE LIFE AND MORALS OF JESUS OF NAZARETH, The Gospels 

This 66 page book is a reproduction of Thomas Jefferson's copy of the parts 

he felt were valuable and appropriate from The Bible. It is really something 

to me to see what Jefferson thought was "worth keeping" and it would have 

been interesting to have a discussion with him about it. This is his take on 
making one narrative without what he felt were extraneous (philosophical, mythological; 
and theological) elements. Not published in Jefferson's lifetime, it was first 

printed in the early twentieth century. 


THE TIES THAT BIND, Mike F. Foster Meditation 

U.S.A., Author House, 2010; 133 pages . Book Group Selection 
Subtitled '""Birds, Nature and Us," the drawing card of this book is that it 

is centered around Table Mountain (Colorado), so I know the places of which 

he speaks as he goes on his walks. While not a birder, it is of interest to read 

about his bird encounters because he relates them to a larger picture, and I 

am not even a naturalist, but I am on the side of preserving what we have for 

ourselves and future residents (and visitors). So, the birds and nature parts 

are okay; his personal reflections are not much different from what I go through 

when I watch the snow fall, or the deer and elk gnosh in my yard. He has 

so far survived his bout with cancer, and I am happy for him about that. Parts 

of his commentary are almost too personal--maybe that is becausé he is not an 

acquaintance of mine. 
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ae NARRATIVE of the life of FREDERICK DOUGLASS, Non-fiction 
Written by Himself Book Group Selection 


New York, Signet Classics, 1997, 2005 published; 137 pages including preface | 

and afterword; written in 1845 | 
If you thought the life of an indoor slave was grim, this description of | 

the life of a field hand is quite a bit more so--detailing the physical torment | 

inflicted, and the psychological restrictions imposed by the masters. Douglass 

determined that he would flee, and he did, and he found help in the north 

from sympathetic abolitionists. Later on, he went to England where he must | 

have lectured to gain support, and the women raised enough money for him 

to buy his freedom. How he got to England, and came back--and at what 

times--these things are not clear in this book, but he was instrumental in 

the fight for freedom of slaves. This might all be covered in a biography 

of him, which I have not sought. I was impressed with his endurance, but 

it was particularly interesting to me that he was forbidden to learn by his 

master, so he taught himself to read and write. This account is very readable. 


Non-fiction 

LAND OF LINCOLN, Andrew Ferguson 
New York, Atlantic Monthly Press, 
2007; 272 pages 

Ferguson is on a road trip on which 
he investigates, celebrates, investigates, 
remembers Lincoln in many guises. This 
: is partly interesting and partly enter- 

taining, and certainly adds to the lore : 
; about Lincoln in a positive way. { 


** ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT, 
ad Erich Maria Remarque 
he fe CP | (Translated from German by A.W.Wheen) 
“4 New York, Ballantine, 1928; 1982--296 pg | 
(Novel) 
Since I did not read this in my 
school days, I thought I would try to 
catch up a bit, and this book is as good 
as it is advertised to be--by the "Books 
You Must Read" people.One of the com- 
pelling messages is that war is terrible 
part of the time, and boring part of the 
time. The text deals with Paul Baumer 
aie, and some of his classmates who enlist in 
Pe i the German Army of World War I. We are 
_!. taken into some battle situations, one 
brief leave from the battle when Paul 
' goes home, and some of the daily army 
: situations or conditions. The idea that 
we might get away from having wars is a wonderful thought, but I fear it is unrealistic 
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WONDER, R.J. Palacio 
New York, Alfred Knopf,2012 
313 pages 
Although this is a children's 
book, I wanted to see if I 
could learn how to deal with 
(react to) people with obvious 
disabilities--don't stare, but 
don't avoid, either. The 
protagonist has an extreme 
facial deformity, and the stor 
takes him through a year at 

_ school (he had been home- 
schooled until fifth grade)-- 
his experiences,and there are 


‘ shapters when his school mate 
ia are the narrators so we get t 
SPAS read about their reactions. I 


hope I have developed some 
grace. It is easy reading, 
but not patronizing. 


‘Tm in not publishing. 7 


THE THINGS THAT LAST WHEN GOLD IS GONE, Barbara Sternberg Non-fiction 
Buffalo Park Press, 2011; 477 pages plus assorted appendices, credits, notes, 
bibliography, index, foreword, and so on 

One of the reasons this is fun to read is that Sternberg writes about things, 
of which I have heard--both people and places, and there are parts of the 
book that are what you might call good reading. Much of it, however, is more 
of a gathering of information so that the book belongs as much on the history 
Shelf as on the reciting of adventures shelf. The research that was done is 
evident concerning the Evans family and the activities in which they were involved, 
and although the subtitle is "Anne Evans--A Pioneer in Colorado's Cultural 
History," the book covers the Evans family and their contributions as well as Anne. 
The amount of information in this book is staggering--what a prize to have 
on my Colorado shelf. 


AN OBJECT OF BEAUTY, Steve Martin Pie Goly Bok. uPup ener’ 
New York, Grand Central Publishing, 2010; 292 pages 

Since this is by Steve Martin, one can imagine the abundance of flattering 
custjacket quotes, but sad to say I was somewhat disappointed because it did 
not engage me until about page 240. The story itself was partly a mystery, 
but the part of the book I found most different was the mention of activity 
in the art world, about which I know absolutely nothing. Touted as having 
a "sharp dry wit," I did not find the book that way--perhaps my lack? 


THE MIRROR IN THE RIVER, Dale Lovin Fiction; Book Group selection 
Santa Fe, Turnstone Press, 2011; 258 pages 

Promoted as a novel of suspense, we are told also that Lovin was an FBI officer 
and felt strongly about the growing trade in children~for-sex, and wanted people. 
to pay attention to this problem. (Lovin is a local, and through his wife connected 
to the bookstore here, so we are supportive.) The setting of the activity, 
in the mountains west of Denver, is wonderfully familiar. The writing itself is rather 
juvenile; the story is somewhat suspenseful; some of the language grows 


graphic and vulgar, although we are told that agents talk to one another in 
those terms. 
‘An idiot will try anything. 
That is how you know 
he is an idiot.” 
niter Michel Audiard, 
quated in Le Figare 
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*#kk* OUTLIERS, Malcolm Gladwell Non-fiction; book group 
New York Little Brown/Back Bay Books, 2008; 299 pages; index selection 


Outliers refers to things outside normal experience, and Gladwell's selection 
of these elements is gripping (to me) and expansive. He explores not only 
hockey and airplane crashes, but also other pursuits and the things that contribute 
to the development of stars (outliers) in various avenues. One of the things 
that comes up is the 10,000 rule, which appeals to my mind set because of 
Mark (my son) who is a successful musician--no,; not world famous, but he 
has played in Carnegie Hall. But practice is not the only thing--there is 
also. family background, cultural background, opportunity, and other factors 
which he covers both coherently and interestingly. 


** TO DANCE ON SANDS, Marta Becket Autobiography 

Las Vegas (Nevada), Stephens Press, 2007; 328 pages - 

Although this book is not particularly well written, and cries for both 
an editor and a proofreader, I wanted to find out about this dancer because 
she was dancing about the time I was very interested-(1950) and I had never 
heard about her or followed her career. Her background was strange~-her 
father always denigrated rather than encouraging her; her mother helped 
her in many ways, but also served to constrain her. When she was about 
forty, she at last broke away from her mother and married--but that didn't 
work too well. ‘The driving force of her life was to dance, which she did, in 
Radio City, on Broadway, as a solo artist on tour, and so on, and at length 
in the Amargosa Opera House in Death Valley which she bought and refurbished. 


I certainly admire how she. worked to achieve the life she wanted. When 
I finished the book, J was exhausted. 


as BEETHOVEN'S HAIR, Russell Martin Non-fiction; book group 

New York, Random House, 2000; 273 pages selection 
As for being "fun" to read, this does not get a lot of stars, but as for 
content, it is extremely interesting. The lack of linearity bothered me, but I 
did get it figured out, and the pursuit of the hair sample itself, along with what 
the testing suggested or refuted, all made-for a good story. The Nazi crackdown 
on Jews was not the main part of the story, but the Danish rescue of Jews was 
: really intriguing. 


WHEN THE KILLING'S DONE, T.C.Boyle 
. New York, Penguin, 2011; 369 pages 
This was a book group selection, and 
Boyle has had good reviews of this and 
his other work. Everyone in my group 
liked it better than I did. I simply 
never got engaged (I did try more than 
50 pages, but did not get past 120). 
It seems to be lots of mysteries or 
catastrophes wound up in the usual 
disputes about saving the world and 
everything in it, or working along 
other lines. He strikes me as never 
having found a period, or some way 
to cut down his sentences. I did hear 
the now frequent comment that he neede: 
an editor. 


“pr Human’ -evit comes sfiorh 
a Single cause; ria’s abe 
ity fo sit stil in. a FOUN 
Blaise Pascal, quoted i in the 
London Guardian 


“Ted was severely edited as a thitd.” 
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TRUE SISTERS, Sandra Dallas 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 2012; 336 pages 


Historical Fiction (novel) 
This tale of several sisters is based on the cart-trip taken by the Mormons 
from Iowa City to Salt Lake City, and the story is very readable. Even more than 
that is the information we glean about the motivation and hardships involved in 
the trip. The dust cover emphasizes the importance of female friendship in the 
survival over the course of the trip, but another very important factor is the 
devotion to the Faith and the Leader. Dallas also includes some who are not 
Mormon--and that gives an interesting perspective to the assemblage. This turned 
out to be quite a bit better than I had anticipated. 


WELCOME TO JUDELAINE, Scott Gibson Novel;book group 
Scott Gibson, 2012; 344 pages 

Perhaps the reason that the adjective "charming" comes to mind is that the 
setting of this story is a small town, to which I can relate. The characters 
are believable, the plot a bit less so--but still, possible, and the whole thing 
reads easily. There is a little dislocation as he slips from one character and 
episode to another, but that works itself out after a bit. 


HEART EARTH,. Ivan Doig Memoir 


New York, Penguin, 1993; 160 pages 
Mostly this is about Doig's mother, and letters from her to Wally (her brother) 


form a kind of skeleton of the story. His mother's health was a big factor in 
the family's move from Montana to Arizona--more than once. She Kked Montana 
and herding the sheep, but it is hard to tell how the family hung on financially 
with their operational pursuits so fluid. I like reading Doig and I like the 

way he treats the country where he is, but there is a certain amount of sadness 
underlying this recital. 

THE SHALLOWS, Nicholas Carr Non-fiction; book group 


New York, W.W. Norton, 2011; 228 pages plus notes, index, bibliography 


While Carr does talk about what technology gives us, the more interesting 
(and significant) parts of the book deal with the Internet's intellectual and cultural 
consequences, and very specifically how repeated use of the computer results 
in physical changes in the brain. [Remember "2001, A Space Odyssey"?--The most 
human character truns out to be a machine. ] 


THE CLIFF WALK, Don Snyder Memoir; book group 
New York, Little Brown, 1997; 265 pages 

Snyder, a college English professor, is laid off, and spends the next eighteen 
months looking for a job and exploring his philosophy and individuality. He reflects 
on his background and expectations, at one point commenting that he felt he should 
get another job (he was entitled to a position). He sometimes seemed snobbish, 
and sometimes unrealistic, but his journey does indicate some growth in self-knowledge, 
which makes the book end on an upbeat note. The writing is clear and very readable. 


THE HOUSEKEEPER AND THE PROFESSOR, Yoko Ogawa Novel 
New York, Picador, 2003, Translation Stephen Snyder 2009; 180 pages 

The professor was in an automobile accident which rendered him incapable of 
remembering anything longer than eighty minutes, although things prior to the 
accident are still part of his memory bank. His sister-in-law takes care of him 
financially, but directs that the housekeeper she hires have no contact with her, 
as she lives in a larger house close to the cottage where the professor lives. The 
housekeeper has a ten year old son who sometimes comes over and visits with 
the professor. No one in the novel has a name--only a position. The professor's 
main interest is numbers. I could not keep up with all of the math (perfect numbers), 


but the story itself is quite charming. 
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THE ART OF PROCRASTINATION, John Perry 


New York, Workman Publishing, 2012; 92 pages 
"A guide to effective dawdling, lollygagging, and postponing" 
Read this with tongue-in-cheek attention, but there are one or two suggestions 
for better living (not through chemistry), and the rest of it is humorous. 


I REMEMBER NOTHING, Nora Ephron 
New York, Vintage, 2010; 135 pages 
Most of the pieces in this book are humorous, and the reading is fast and fun. 
The last few are a bit more serious, and certainly touch home for people who are 
on the later pages of their lives, but I did not find it depressing—-only thoughtful. 


NOTHING DAUNTED, Dorothy Wickenden Memoir-- Book Group 
New York, Scribner, 2011; 226 pages 

Subtitled "The Unexpected 
Education of Two Society Girls 
in the West," this is a memoir 
derived from the papers of the 
author's grandmother, and the 
notes, index, interview, and 
bibliography comprise almost more 
than the story-line--the bibliogra~ \/} 
phy is staggering. The two fi 
young women showed an enormous 
amount of adventure and adaptive 
capacity--they were brought up | 
in the east, with ali the advant- 
ages you can think of, and they 
went to the west for the experi- 
ence--in 1916! One of my bs Joie Caxiag cas 
friends though I was courageous UA i ‘ 
when we came out here in 1963-- | ‘Tt-will take longer than we thought to go digital.” 
can you imagine the difference 
half a century earlier? The writing is ckay, but the adventures are marvelous, and 
sometimes I wished she had expanded more on the difficulties they faced--the writing 
is very up-beat (the ladies wrote letters home, and their attitude was very positive). 
Before they went west, the ladies had both gone to Smith, and then spent a year 
abroad--I guess their parents footed the bill for that, since they were not working. 


So, conditions were very different in lots of ways, but I like dealing with the west in 
a variety of circumstances. 


Essays- Book Group 


THE THIRD LAW OF MOTION, Meg’ Files Novel 
Cochran, Georgia; Anaphora Literary Press; 2011; 189 pages 
If “every action has an equal and opposite reaction" is the third law, and 
inertia is the first, what is the second law? The story is pretty brutal (spousal 
abuse), fairly well written, readable--especially if the reader grows to care 
about the heroine--well, it is short enough that your life doesn't have to be suspended 
in order to read it. The subject has not been written about a great deal, so 
that is a plus--the awareness factor; the answer in this case is flight. I would 
like to think that the book brings a level of thought to the topic. 
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‘Llove you, Pl Follow you to the ends of the 


: earth, but I'm through exrin 
slippers Jor someone who hasn't publis . oe 


hed anythin ig since 1997.” 


** AS I LAY DYING, William Faulkner 
New York, Vintage edition, 1990; 261 pages; [c. 1930] 
Because my initial acquaintance with Faulkner indicated he had missed 
the invention ofthe period or a well-formed sentence,I resisted reading his work until 
my book group assigned me the task of selecting one of his books for my turn in 
the group. It turned out that the one I picked was much better than I had anticipated. 
This book is segmented not by chapter numbers but by the name of the character who 
is narrating, which gives us a clue as to what is going on--and the nature of the recital 
indicates in some way not only the part the character is playing but also some glimpse 
into his persona. The father has promised the mother he will bury her in her home 
place (Jefferson) instead of where they live when she dies, and the story relates the 
family's trip to Jefferson with the mother's [dead] body. As you can imagine, there are 
assorted problems along the way, some of which are humorous-~-probably made funnier 
by the idea that being stuck in the mud in a wagon with a dead body is as funny as it 
is horrible. The writing utilizes the speech of the characters--down and out in Mississippi 
but it is not so hard to follow, and the presentation is fairly clear. A few questions 
remain about what happened here or there and who thought this or that, but as a whole 
I have to admit I liked it. 
THE IMPERFECTIONISTS, Tom Rachman 
New York, Dial, 2011; 269 pages 
It took me reading the whole thing to try to figure out what it was about or 
what the main point .was, and I never did. It is presented as a series of short 
stories, with some time signs, but I did not make the connections. Toward the end 
it seemed as if it had something to do with the people who worked for a paper in Rome, 
and the adventures with one another and with the demise of the paper. I. read it in 
sections (one story at a time) which might have been a mistake, since I failed to make 
the connections from one person or episode to another. The supporting statements on 
the back cover are far more wonderful than I would attribute to this book. 


Fiction; Book group 


Fiction 


“The third-rate mind is 


“Everything that needs to only happy when it ts 
be said has already been thinking with the major MBit EE 46 Holic. Meee 
said. But, since no one was ity. The second-rate mind will, Weave no chae” 
SHENG, eyeing inet is oly HeP BY. nen i = Writer isaac Bashevis Singer, 
ebeold egal SURES WAY GIS RHLMOTIRY: auoted in The Village Voice 
André Gide, quoted in The first-rate mind is only 
The Milwaukee Courier happy when it is thinking,” 


A.A. Miine, quoted in 
The Buffalo News 
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JUST LIKE US, Helen Thorpe 
New York, Scribner, 2009; 
394 pages; non-fiction; book 
club choice, 

"The true story of four 
Mexican girls coming of age in 
America" by the wife of the 
governor of Colorado tells us 
about the trials these young 
ladies have as they wrestle 
with not only growing up 
paroblems but also the details 
of being in this country with 
(two of them) and without 
(the other two) appropriate 
documentation for jobs, drivers 
licenses, college, and families. 
The narrative tends to be over 
long with more detail than the 
reader needs or wants (maybe 
not?). I was hoping for some 
reasonable solution to their situations, but the book concluded without telling me what 
the path to a happy ending might be. 


Historical Memoir, book 
* GALILEO'S DAUGHTER, Dava Sobel group selection 
New York, Penguin, 2000 (Walker 1999); 368 pages plus notes, chronology,index, 
and bibliography 
Sobel uses her own writing and the letters from Galileo's daughter to her father 
to tell the story that alternates between Galileo's scientific discoveries and the 
society in which he lived. Galileo was probably inquisitive or he would not have 
come upon the ideas he found, and he was inventive with his telescopes--the 
material in this book is pretty compelling. The argument that went on between 
the earth-centered and sun-centered explanations of this part of the universe is 
always gripping. Galileo and the church are timely now because of our attention 
at the moment to the church and the new Pope. The material in the book is great, 
but I did not find the writing quite that wonderful. 


*** FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS, James Bradley Historical memoir, book group 
New York, Bantam Books, 2000; 540 pages, plus notes selection 
This is the history of the Battle of Iwo Jima, starting with the background of the 
six men pictured in the flag raising, concluding with what those men (the survivors) 
did after the war. In between, we read about the actual battle, and the conditions and 
situation were so terrible that it sheds light on why veterans do not talk about their 
experiences most of the time. A fair amount of text was devoted to the photograph of 


the flag raising--there were two flag raisings--and the effects that had on the pence 
The narrative did get to be over-long; I think I might have stopped around 400 pages 


but that might have eliminated the conclusion, which was probably necessary to show 
the outcomes that Bradley included. The author is the son of one of the flag raisers. 
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* IF YOU ASK ME, Betty White 
New York, Berkley Books (Penguin), 2011; 260 pages 
Part of my Guilty Pleasure reading in my pursuit of celebrity gossip--but 
this is not a gossip rendition, it is a personal reflection of Betty White. It is 
moderately charming, and great for a chapter or two (each only three pages) 
as one settles in for sleep at night. Any one of you could have written a similar 
tome, but it would not be published because your name is not Betty White. 


wxx JAYBER CROW, Wendell Berry Fiction, Book Group choice 

Berkekey, CA, Counterpoint, 2000; 363 pages 
This is subtitled as an autobiography, and the hero is a barber in Port William, 

so we are left to speculate as to the authenticity of the material which is a work 
of fiction. The reader follows the life of Jay Crow, from early difficult experiences 
and the loss of his parents through his stint in Port William for his late adolescence 
and adult development. The story itself is interesting, both in the writing and 
the material developed, but around page 250 or so, the comments get more religious 
or philosophical than grasped my interest. Then, Berry winds the story down, 
and of course it is fairly gripping to see what happened and happens, and the 
commentary fits in with the aging of our hero, so overall, the book is quite engaging. 
some of his descriptions of the natural environs are very moving. 


** THE FAULT IN OUR STARS, 

John Green Fiction, 
New York, Dutton, Book Grou, 
2012; 313 pages 

This is a love story, and the 
two teenage protagonists have 
cancer. 50, they met at a cancer 
support group, but the book is 
not a depressing recital of their 
treatment and their illness. The 
story does deal with their illness, 
but it is up-beat in the way they 
relate to each other. The parents 
happen to be positive people, too. 
One review cails this Young Adult 
book funny and poignant--and I 
think that is an accurate assessmen: 


THE THINGS THAT KEEP US HERE, 
Caria Buckley Fiction 
New York, Bantam Books, 2011, 
404 pages. (Random House, 2010) 

A family in a quiet neighborhood 
must deal with H5N1 flu, but their 
lives had had earlier intrusions, too. 
Critics compliment the writing (crisp, 
taut, engrossing), but I found the 
whole thing slow. It was interesting 
to see how the heroine managed the 
deprivations, and I did want to find 
out who lived and who died, but it 
took too long. My interest waned. 


“Grrr is not aword.” 


HOR 


Elisabeth Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


A LESSON BEFORE DYING, Ernest J. Gaines Novel 
New York, Random House/Vintage, 1993 (94); 256 Pages 

A young man is sentenced to death for a crime he was party to only because 
of the wrong place wrong time parameter. Another young man teaching in the 
Cajun community is enlisted somewhat unwillingly to share his feeling of pride with 
the subject. It is difficult to capture the significance and impact of this book in 
a couple of sentences. I found it very powerful--the struggle of the prisoner as 
his sentence approaches, and the struggle of the teacher as he deals with how he 
Should work in his community are dealt with through conversation that is so muted I 
had to keep looking to see if I missed something, yet by the end the story and the 
presentation were incredibly moving. Powerful may be stretching a little, and yet 
that is the word that came to mind as I closed the book. 


READING 2013 


EK 


‘T did the math. If we want to read all of Proust in this lifetime, we have to start tomorrow morning. 


FULL BODY BURDEN, Kristen Iversen Non-fiction; book group choice 
New York, Random House, 2012; 344 pages plus notes, index, time line, essay, 
study questions, lots of extras 
Subtitled "Growing up in the nuclear shadow of Rocky Flats," this is also 
a memoir and a coming of age story about the author, whose family lived in Arvada 
in the 1960s and 70s. The accidents at Rocky Flats were more severe than I 
had known, but having it be an atomic weapons factory was not a surprise to me, 
so the history of her family was just as interesting to me as the facility story. 
If we had lived closer, I might be more upset . . . which makes me seem unsympathetic 
to the people who may have had some bad effects from their environment. Part 
of the problem, though, is that we are not completely sure about the effects. 
In spite of the effort to keep a lot of secrets, I am still not down on the government. 
I think the federal government makes a lot of mistakes, wastes a lot of money, 
and maybe even wastes talent, but the bureaucracy itself is what makes things 
keep running, and the government does a lot of things that I find very useful 
and even helpful. 


*#HE SINATRA, A LIFE REMEM- 
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BERED, Lew Irwin 
Philadelphia, Courage Books, 
1997; 112 pages plus index, 
filmography, sessionography, 
bibliography 

You will understand that 
as a devoted fan of Sinatra 
I loved this book. It may not 
have covered anything new, 
but reading about his journey 
in both music and films is 
always fun. There are some 
pictures in the book, too. 


MONTANA 1948, Larry 
Watson 
Canada, Mlikweed, 2007;159 
pages; (earlier publ. 1993) 
Although we read. this some 
years ago in book group, one 
of our members chose to do 
it again, and it struck me 
with the same power that it 
did years ago. It is written 
in a way that involves the 
reader almost physically, but 
certainly emotionally. The 
conflict between family and 
law represents not only that 


conflict but almost any set of opposing situations, and the tug-of-war that demands 
so much from the participants. Yet again we see the need for communication as we 
follow the protagonist's feelings with regard to his family. This reads very quickly 
and is a good length, and certainly held my interest the whole time. 


That's a nice little book. [t didn’t waste too much 


of my time.” 


PRESENT SHOCK, Douglas Rushkoff 
New York, Penguin, Current/2013; 266 pages, plus notes, bibliography, index 

Some years ago, I read FUTURE SHOCK (Alvin Tofler, I think), and that scared 
me, but now I see the shock is already here, and I know it without reading anything 
because I am about three steps out of syne with all of the changes that have transpired. 
It would please me if people's behavior were still attentive instead of rude, but 
with all of the electronic toys around, I guess that may be too much to ask. Right--I 


didn't finish the book, it depressed me too much. Some time I should go back and 
read the last chapter 


MR. CLUTTERBUCK AND A MATTER OF TIME, Kristin Anderser>Ddren's book 
Colorado, Create Space Independent Publ. Platform, 2013; 102 pages 
Here is a story for young people (12-14 years??) that shows imagination, humor, 
and a wonderful use of the language. It was fun to follow the action, and even 
more fun to discover the puns, references, and lovely phrasing used by Kristin. 
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GHOST TOWNS OF 
THE ROCKIES, Preethi 
Burkholder 
Schiffer Publishing, Atglen,PA 
2010; 191 pages 

Burkholder includes towns 
in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah 
Arizona, Wyoming, Montana, 
and has how to get there and 
a brief description of the town 


“Thank you, Reverend, your sermon has me 


super-excited about croaking.” she mentions. Her talk at the 
historical society was very 
interesting, as was she, and 
it's fun to get her take on 
these places. 


HOW TO TELL IF YOUR CAT IS PLOTTING TO KILL YOU Comic display 
Kansas City, Missouri, McMeel Publishing, 2012; 132 pages 

Cartoons and captions fill this book which is humorous and often extremely accurate 
with respect to the behavior of cats. 


A HAUNTED HISTORY OF DENVER'S CROKE-PATTERSON MANSION Denver environs 
Ann and Jordan Leggett 
Charleston South Carolina, Haunted America, 2011; 135 pages 

The narrative covers the development and ownership of the house and then moves 
to the stories about strange noises and happenings, including some names connected 
with the tales (or stories). The house is at 11th Avenue and Pennsylvania Street and 
is one of the historic homes that I would love to visit--I don't know why we never 
made it to visit there. It was built in 1891-92. The address seems to be a matter of 
dispute, and that led to the notion that of course with that kind of beginning it is no 
wonder that there are stories surrounding the house. I love to read the stories, but 
feel that I am somewhat of a skeptic. Perhaps if I had ever slept there I would get 
more of the feeling behind the ghost stories. At any rate, it makes interesting reading. 


THE BARTENDER'S TALE, Ivan Doig Novel 
New York, Riverhead Books (Penguin Group), 2012; 387 pages 
Doig certainly knows how to tell a story. The narrator is the twelve-year-old hero, and 
the presentation might not be entirely believable as coming from a young person 
but that never put me off. Anda couple of sub-plots that might have been left 
out, are woven into the story so that the reader is glad they were not. I am 
not going to compare this to some of his other books I have read--and liked very 
much--because this one is different [except for its western-ness] and is very 
bood reading. Some of the activities fall into the mystery category--I guessed wrong 
on some of them. All of that added to the suspense of how it was going to turn out. 


— = "4 Patterson 
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Tanke or the insane.” ** FIRE SEASON, Philip Connors : group 


Marcus Aurelius, quoted in New York, Harper Collins, 201i, 238 pages plus addenda selection 
Complex.com — . : 


This is the diary of adventuresof a lookout in New Mexico. 
The writing is clear and talks 
about his responsibilities (he was 
[z not a fire-fighter),and when he 
—s leaves the physical parts of his 
existence in the lookout tower, 
he calls Edward Abbey to mind 
with his devotion to the forest 
and the environment. He is 
i aa married, and his relationship 
I AD with his life and his wife is a 
lps very. interesting part of his 
discourse. There was one spot 
--I think it was in the June part-- 
~ where the descriptions did get a 
bit tedious, but mainly I found 
the book, both material and style, 
quite appealing. 


re) 
bh ?? BENEDIC TION, Kent Haruff 
> New York, Random House (Vintage) 
2013; 256 pages (Book Group) 
— (g1Gtton We have read other Haruff work 


in bookgroup, and we all Hked those. 
‘Tf this turns out to be the right form, let me know.” ie ae Pens aaa per 
but this one was such hard going I 
almost gave it up several times. The 
story itselfisinteresting , and I did 
want to find out how it progressed. 
BUT—- I found the writing unappealing: 
quotation marks have been abandoned 
(are periods and commas the next to 


go?), and pronoun references are 
not always clear, so establishing where one is (as the reader) is often not clear and the 


reader has to go back to see who was talking, to whom, and so on--although maybe I was 
the only one with this problem (we have not yet had our meeting). The writing style 
made me feel that Haruff was directing his narrative to ten-year-olds, or younger, or 
Slow twelve year olds. There was no poetry in the writing--the sentences were very 
Short and choppy, and I don't recall any images developed from the narrative--if one 

can call it that. So, I'm not sure how to star this book--the story probably gets a 3, 
and the writing--for me, at least--gets 3 minuses. 


BUMBLING INTO BODY HAIR, Everett Maroon 
Seattle, Wooktrope, 2012; 252 pages 
"A transsexual's memoir," the book itself is very readable, and has touches of humor 
here and there which make it very palatable, and the progression from testosterone to 
the double mastectomy is covered quite well. However, I missed the origins of her desire 
to become a man--did this start at a very early age? How was it evident? Did she enter the 
society of transgenders early, or after she was an adult? Was she lesbian when female? 
When she became more male, was she then gay? How did she handle having femal genitalia 


and missing male genitals? Is life as a man what she/he hoped for? Is he planning a 
sequel? 
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A LAND MORE KIND THAN HOME, Wiley Cash Fiction 
New York, Harper Collins/ William Morrow, 2012; 306 pages, plus some addenda 
As the tale opens, it is a little bit slow, but 1 kept on until I realized that 

it was partly a mystery, partly a recital of some aspects of life in North Carolina, 
partly a story about some cult-minister, and so on, and so by that time, I had 
become involved with the story, which is not simple or predictable. The different 
narrators are identified by naming each chapter; their recitals differ in style, 
which is interesting (how did the author develop these changes); and the explanation 
of something that happened in the past is only moderately confusing--the time 
frame becomes clear as the story moves on. So, it is not the easiest book to 
read, but overall, I found it quite interesting. 


THE GIVING TREE, Shel Silverstein “Children's story 
New York, Harper Collins, 1964; quick to read 

Apparently I missed this when our kids were. small, and I heard about it so 
had to go back and see what the discussion was about. The tree always gave to 
the boy, and I didn't see that the boy contributed anything. The tree was happy 
anyway. Okay, now I've read it--I think it is interesting, but not charming. 


FLIGHT BEHAVIOR, Barbara Kingsolver Novel; Book group choice 
New York, Harper Perennial, 2012; 433 pages 
This was promoted as being a book about Monarch butterflies, so I gave it 


a try. After 48 pages I had not encountered a butterfly, and the writing was so 
tedious I gave it up. 


THE SOCIAL ANIMAL, David Braoks non-fiction 
New York, Random House, 2011; 376 pages plus notes, adknowledgments, index 


Brooks is (and has been) an editor, commentator, author, and he appears 
in a great many places so it is hard to completely miss him, but he is always 
interesting, communicates coherently, and seems to be multi-sided in some of 
his opinions so that he comes off as being quite fair. This book grows a bit 
long after a while, but what he is saying--"the hiden sources of love, character, 
and achievement"--shows a lot of thought so that even as some of the book 
gets over-long one does well to pay attention. He write in a style that is familiar 
to me, which is one more plus for this book as far as my opinion of it goes. 


THE WORST HARD TIME, Timothy Egan non-fiction eee 
New York, Mariner/Houghton Mifflin; 2006; 312 pages plus notes, bibliography, index 
By the author of THE BIG BURN, this history deals with the dust bowl of 
the 1930s and the people who lived in the plains desert and survived the disaster. 
Like the book about the fire (of 1910), the book is very readable because it deals 
not only with the history but also with some of the people involved. That intimacy 
is hard to read--the dust storms were so awful, it is hard to believe anyone could 
survive. The story certainly helps us understand that we (people) were responsible 
for the disaster because of how we mis-treated the land. Some of the land has 
been restored to an extent that is can be used for crops--but the grasslands are 
gone and the Indianss and bison no longer make their home there. 
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*** THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF HENRIETTA LACKS, pee Skloot Non-fiction; book group 
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New York, Broadway Books (Crown, Random House), 2010; 328 pages 

When Henrietta went to the doctor, with a tumor, some of her cells were scraped 
off, and it is those cells that continued to replicate (unlike most, which simply die when 
removed from the host) and provided material for assorted kinds of testing and developin 
of various vaccines and experiments. The problem arose when the family learned that 
no one had given permission for the cells to be used so diversely. The first part of 
the book deals with when Henrietta was ill, and died, and it flows pretty well. Later 
on, Skloot deals with some of the ramifications of the cell production/use, the family 
action, and assorted medical activity--which in itself is fairly interesting, but the 
narrative grows rather slowly at times. And, Skloot goes back and forth to earlier 
parts of activity, then whipping on to more recent parts. I found the most compelling 
part of the narrative to be the fact that cells usually die, but Henrietta's cells kept 
on going. I think everyone was surprised at that, and I do not think it was explained 
as to how that was possible. The material as a whole I found quite ineteresting, but 
not so much the présentation. The first 100 pages are the best. 


THE BIG BURN, Timothy Egan Non-fiction; book group 
New York, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, (Mariner), 2009; 283 pages plus sources, 
acknowledgments, index 

The first third deals with the establishmenr of the Forest Service, after the 
creation of national forests; the next third is about the fire itself--destruction, deaths, 
and so on; and the last third ties up the loose ends. This is in a lot of ways a 
history book, but it is written like a novel--it is extremely readable. This is the kind 
of presentation that appeals to me a great deal. I learned about tte forest service (I had 
not heard of Pinchot before this book), and got some insight into Teddy Roosevelt 
and Taft in their tenures as president, and of course we find out how fires were 
fought in 1910, and what different factions felt about conservation.The book is stuffed 
full of information, develops almost like a mystery--well, certainly a thriller, and is a 
very positive addition to the library of Western information and development. 


THE OPPOSITE OF LONELINESS, Marina Keegan Essays & Stories 
New York, Scribner, 2014; 208 pages 

The essays in this book have some appeal, but they did not leap out at me as 
being outstanding in writing style in the first few, so 1 did not read the whole book. 
It was highly recommended, but I don't know why or by whom. 


THE END OF YOUR LIFE BOOK CLUB, Will Schwalbe Book Group; conversations 
New York, Vintage, 2012; 326 pages 
As his mother was beginning her journey toward the end, they decided to share 
books they read. This recital deals more with their discussions than it does with 
the books themselves. I think that for me the most compelling message is from 
his mother, that reading can be "comforting, astonishing, and illuminating," and 
both of them felt that the joy of reading is enhanced when we share it with others. 
The relationship between Will and his mother is probably the biggest part of this 
book, and that in itself is very positive. 


“It is one of the great 
charms of books that 
they have to end’ 
Critic Frank Kermode, quoted 
in The New York Times 


“You're only given one 
little spark of madness. 
You mustn't lose it” 
Robin Williams, quoted in 
the Los Angeles Times 
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Non-fiction 


THE NORMAL ACCIDENT THEORY OF EDUCATION, Andrew K. Milton 

New York (etc.), Rowman & Littlefield, 2014; 124 pages plus notes, bibliography. 
"Why reform and regulation won't make schools better." is the sub-title of 

this work, which would be very depressing except that at the end of the book, 

there is a kind of call to action for regular people to get interested in helping 

the schools--an ‘idea which, if it were implemented all along, would probably 

do away with the supposed need for charter schools. In Colorado we are appre- 

hensive about a semi-subtle movement toward vouchers, and privatization of the 

public schools. That is pretty scary. This book is an extremely scholarly pre- 

sentation, well documented. 


THE AVIATOR'S WIFE, Melanie Benjamin Book-Group; 
New York, Bantam Books, 2013: 396 pages Historical Fiction 

It never occurred to me that an autobiography could be written by someone 
other than the subject, but this one is. And, we are told that it is fiction 
right at the beginning, so the problem (for me) is that I do not know what 
parts are accurate and what parts are made up-~especially the emotional parts, 
which include’ areas that the author wanted to explore. Benjamin does have 
some explanatory comments about what appears and what is conjecture--but we 
all know that the gentle reader will conclude that this is true stuff about Anne 
Lindbergh--after all, when we hear something often enough, we tend to believe 
it. But in spite of these reservations, I did find the book fairly resadable. 
There were a few chapters that could have been cut, but mostly it went along 
fairly well. The text did raise some additional questions that were not dealt 
with--obviously areas that were not of as much interest to the author. If the 
text is accurate in its portrayal of Charles Lindbergh, I am left with the opinion 
that he would have been extremely difficult to be married to. 


READING —~ 2014-2015 ' 
Blography 


*#* THE PRINCIPLED POLITICIAN, Adam Schrager 


2B OK OF 


Golden, Colorado: Fulcrum; 2008; 332 pages, plus index 

"Gorernor Ralph Carr and the Fight against Japanese American Internment" 
ia the subtitle of this book, and that is the thrust of it, but it includes some 
very interesting Colorado history and it is very well written. 


** THE SUMMIT SPRINGS BATTLE, 
Fred H. Werner; Greeley, CO; Werner 
publications; 1991; 59 pages of text 


WELCOME TO 7 plus extensive appendices, lists, 
al i (a = . photos of artifacts, etc. 
\ EGAS i This is a review of the Republican 


© River Expedition designed to eliminate 
CO eS =f — the harassment of white settlers by 

EES —— the Indians. This goal'was achieved 

in 1869 by General Carr, and of course 
the Indians were deprived of their 

way of life, as they were forced bit by bit 
onto reservations that were foreign 

to their mode of living. 


2 


AITH-BA 


History-norn 

THE TRIGGER, Tim Butcher fiction 
New York, Grove Press, 2014; 297 pages, 
plus notes,index, bibbliography 

Butcher's work was an effort tc explore 
the trip that the 1918 assassin of Archduk: 
Franz Ferdinand made, andsevents sur- 
rounding the trip. The assassin was 
Gavrilo Princip, but I found his motivation 
even more interesting than the trip itself. 
However, even though Butcher was very 
good at bringing =» the surrounding clinate into play, I am not sure that I made all of 
the appropriate conclusions and understandings. Princip's goal was to bring the 
southern Serbs together, airnice Serbs, C¥foats, Bosnians, some of whom were Muslims, 
were at odds with one another under the rule of thesAustro-Hungarian powers. I 
think that was also called the Ottoman Empire--that was never completely clear to me. 
The assassination is what triggered World War I--and that didn't turn out too well, as 
we know. I think it is positive that Princip tried to unify people, but I am very 
discouraged to think that many of the efforts that are made to “Ubring peace and end 
war do not have the desired outcome. This is as much a travelogue as a history story, 
as Butcher (a reporter) hikes through the hills on his way to Sarajevo. The subtitle 
of the book is "Hunting the Assassin Who brought the World to War." It is interesting 
but pretty slow going. 


CROSSING TO SAFETY, Wallace Stegner Fiction; bock group choice 
We read this a while ago, or at least some of us did, but decided to revisit some 

of the books we had already done. This was as wonderful as the first time. The 

group marveled at the writing itself, and we had a good discussion about the story. 


*EE* THE CROFTER AND THE LAIRD, John McPhee Non-fiction; book group 


Another repeat selection. The content is interesting (about something of which 
I had no Knowledge) and the presentation engaging. It may be that I am the 
only person who had already read this. 


FoR 


a 


fhe ie Elisabeth Patterson 

PEG P.O. Box 339 

Sag” Evergreen, CO 804370339 
READING —- 2015 


WF 


(Book Group choice) 

I AM MALALA, Malala Yousafzai (with Christina Lamb) 
New York, Little Brown, 2013; 313 pages 

This book does not settle only on Malala's being shot (I was afraid it might), 
but it does give us some background on conditions in Pakistan and-éducation 
there, which is what I was hoping for. It is clearly written (maybe Lamb helped 
with that), and toward the end, after Malala is shot, it is hard to read about 
what she went through. There are, however, a couple of questions the narrative 
left unanswered-~for one thing, how did her father afford to open the schools 
he did, and run them, when he had no: [apparent[ source of income? She does 
talk some about her parents' relationship, but there is a lot that is not clear. 
It is not clear to me, also, how they got to England for her recovery, and 


if she and her family are still there—-I probably missed something along the 
way. 


WILD, Cheryl Strayed — (Memoir) (Book Group choice) 
New York, Vintage Books, 2013; 311 pages 

Strayed decided to hike the Pacific Crest Trail, a monumental undertaking 
that demands preparation and endurance foreign to many of us, but which she 
tackled and managed. It resulted in her working through (one is never quite sure 
what that expression entails) some serious events in her life--the death of her mother, 
the death of her (first) marriage, some fears of unknown things, the hatred (?) of 
her usually absent father--and the reader can subconsciously feel her going through 
some of these things. I°admire her strength that made her able to keep going when 
her boots did not fit and her feet becamse impossibly damaged. She decided she 
would not be afraid, and I admire that, too, because she was in some situations 
that might have become sticky or scary or both. The book "reads well" and I 
had the feeling that I was part of her endeavor, even though the adventure is one 
I would not embark on. 


ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE, Anthony Doerr Novel 
New York, Scribner, 2014, 530 pages | 

Although this is not linear, it is easy to follow because each chapter is 
titled so we know what enviroment is being set. Also, the chapters are very 
brief, so the reading goes along apidiy. (In spite of this latter comment, I 
think the book would have benefitted with about 150-200 pages being cut.) The 
major part of the story takes place during WW II, and the ending makes an effort 
to tie some of the parts together years later. The heroine of this work is a 
young, blind girl, whose father makes a model of the village so that she can 
learn it in an effort to avoid being lost. In one of the tiny model houses is a 
jewel (and a key?)--even at- the end I am not too sure if | understood the total 
value of the jewel, but the promotional comments on the dust cover skip over 
that and make me feel that I did not grasp the significance of the writing. The 
whole work is quite charming in some of its observations( "physical detail and 
gorgeous metaphors"); I feel that I cannot endorse the raves the book: received 
from many quarters. 


TO THE LETTER, Simon Garfield Reference 
Great Britain, Canongate Books, 2013, 441 pages,plus notes, bibliography, credits, 
index 

Subtitles "A journey through a vanishing world," this book reveals all kinds of 
things about letter-writing, a how to section, early forms, more recent forms, letters 
for sale, and--among otherthings-~a discussion of Jane Austen's letters. As someone 
who continues to- use the U.S. Postal Service, I am indebted to my granddaughter for 
sharing this book with me. 


Elisabeth Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 


READING —- 2015 Evergreen, CO 80437-0339 


THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN, Mark Twain 00K Group choice 
New York, Bantam, 1965 [First published 1884], 305 pages 

Here is another Golden Oldie (classic) I did not read as a young person, 
so I was glad the group decided to revisit it. It is the story of a young boy 
who goes down the Mississippi,and relates-- some of his adventures, but I am 
not entirely clear on the time frame. Was he river-bound for six months? The 
adventures recounted are wonderful in the reading, maybe not entirely believeable 
by an adult. He comes across some really far-out characters and survives by 
wits of which we know only part. One of the significant pieces is Huck's friendship 
with Jim, a black man who thinks he is a runaway slave (actually he had been 
freed). This is considered the first novel to "speak in an American voice," 
and it influenced many later writers. It was good reading--although after 
the first half I began to weary of it slightly. 


DEFENDING JACOB, William Landay Book Group choice 
New York, Bantam Books, 2012; 421 pages plus discussion comments 

This. book is so intense that after the first 100 pages I was not sure I 
could handle reading it, but I kept on, and whilé I had to take it in batches, 
I did get finished. A young man is on trial for killing a school-mate, and 
the story takes place primarily at the trial, where we get to think about the 
reaction of his parents, the lswyers, the young man-~and all of the dialogue 
does not really answer the question of whether or not he did do the crime. 
There are thought provoking comments, and the reader can certainly think 
about how he would interpret the testimony. Interesting, and unpredictable. 


PRETTY UGLY, Hirker Butler Novel 
New York, St. Martin's Press, 2015(291 pages 

This may be a satire, a comedy, a critique, or something else, but it is 
a put-down of young girls and their mothers as they are involved in pageants. 
It lacks seriousness in any part of it, so condemns the pageants by making 
fun ot them, and it also makes fun of all of the people in the family and their 
involvement. The father is a male nurse who gets his drug supply for his 
addiction on his various jobs sitting up with the dying. All of the characters 
have massive problems. The writing is fair, and without any real redeeming 


social value, the best part of the book is as variety from any serious reading 
I have tried to do. 


ORPHAN TRAIN, Christina Baker Kline Novel; book group 
New York, William Morrow, 2013; 273 pages 

A fairly imaginative novel that sheds some light on the orphan trains which were 
real and probably helpful in finding placements for orphans, but also resulted in 
some very serious treatment of the orphans. It was hard for. me to stay on track for 
a while because of the back-and-forth of the settings, and the ending struck me as 
being a bit contrived, but the happenings themselves certainly communicated a flavor of 
which I had been unaware considering dealing with children who had been orphaned 
for a variety of reasons--sometimes children of immigrants, sometimes orphans because 
of illness or fire or something else. 


Elisabeth Patterson 
P.O. Box 339 
Evergreen, CO 80437 


*** THE LOTTERY, and other stories; Shirley Jackson 
New York, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1982 (copyright 1948); 302 pages 
This is a collection of stories and the tenor of most of them is such that I 
wondered if Jackson suffered from clinical depression. The stories are nearly 
all spooky but not in the way one thinks of ghost stories, and the writing is 
almost universally absorbing. The book's title is from the story that appears 


last, and that is surely 
horrifying. 


one of her best known stories--one that is absolutely 


CANTERBURY, Pitkin Guide 
This is probably a tourist guide, which Mark Brought me after he went there 
to visit Maggie-~who is in school at Kent. The guide has a map, details 
of the buildings, and a history of the area, all of which I found fascinating, 
and maybe especially so since I have never been there.” He also brought 


me a book about Becket. 


*** REIGN OF ERROR, Diane 


The-richness of the history of this area is compelling. 


Ravitch Non-fiction 


New York, Knopf, 2013; 325 pages plus note, appendix. 


Subtitled "The Hoax of 


The Privatization Movement and the Danger to 


America's Public Schools" 

The subtitle largely tells the theme of her argument--which is very well 
documented and presented. The Chapters~ detail some of the problems 
and »):4 explain why some of the solutions presented by the privatization group 
have failed to produce the desired results. There is some space given to testing, no 


child left behind, race to 


the top-~all that good stuff, and one of the most telling 


comments is the euphemism used for privatization—-call it "school choice" which may 
sound great, but which leads to public money being siphoned off for profit-making- 
schools. Those, of course, are not geared toward the same end that most of us think 
of in connection with schools, because they are run by business ideas (make money). 


Should the extreme group 


that thinks privatization sounds good be questioned, they 


would respond with the cry that our schools are failing. Well, Revitch shows how our 
schools are not failing. Problems? Yes. But they are more the result of poverty, 
health, readiness--all kinds of things, not related to profit. The "reform" movement 


on the school board(s) is spooky. 
Book group 
**kk* THE TENDER BAR, J.R. Moehringer Memoir 
New York, Hyperion, 2006; 413 pages 


If I could articulate why 
class and probably rich on 


this book is so enthralling, I would be a teacher in a writing 
top of that--but I cannot. Memoirs are a mixed 


bag--some very good, some not so good, some terrible. This one is very 

good. It is clear; the adventures are adventurous; the personal (emotional--?) 
discoveries significant; the openings into the author's mind and life are made interesting. 
Some parts of his background might be embarrassing--but he tells about* them anyway. 


One (of several) recurring 
to take care of his mother. 


theme was that he (J.R.) felt strongly that he was supposed 
He did not always do that in the way he thought he should 


but ‘in the long run, he did take care of her--because of his own strengths. Did he get a 
that from her? He was admitted to Yale and was provided complete financial aid--that 


is a miracle all by itself. 


He came close to flunking out, but didn't, and graduated. 


Frequently we find the profusion of complimentary comments about 4 book tedious; 
not so with this collection of comments. I think they are deserved. 


Mrs Dale R Patterson 


PO Box 339 
Y E ; 
READING 2016 vergreen, CO 80437-0339 
THE BOYS IN THE BOAT, Daniel James Brown HIStory, 


New York, Penguin Books, 2014; 370 pages. 

Here is the story of the American "quest" to medal at the 1936 Berlin 
Ol ympics in the crew contest. The narrative by Mr. Brown acquaints us with the 
young men, their backgrounds (during the Depression), their struggles and 
personalities, and finally their unpredicted victory. The telling grows over-long, 
but the whole enterprise is definitely engaging. I suppose I was especially interested 
because I crewed in achool, and I have a niece who is managing one of the 
western school's crew activity now. (Or is it an eastern school?) 


THE AMBUSHED GRAND JURY, Wes McKinley and Caron Balkany non-fiction 
New York, Apex Press, 2004, 279 pages including bibliography & end notes. 
An impressive sequel to FULL BODY BURDEN by Kristen Iversen--“the book 
Toa aoomaan----—--—~— which talks about Rocky Flats nuclear arms factory ,this book 
tells the story of the whistle-blowers who reported on what was being developed and 
produced at Rocky Flats. There were certainly safety—hazards perpetrated, and 
probably some criminal activities, but probably the thing our group felt was the 
most horrifying is that these activities were covered up, and whenever someone saw 
something questionable,’ reporting was muffled, and the reporters were threatened 
in one way or another. The big-cheeses in the government who were busy covering 
up the violations were not prosecuted, and as far as we know, no one ever did any 
jail time for their transgressions (much like the non-punishment of the misbehaving 
bankers). The polluted area which surrounded Rocky Flats is now in the midst of 
being developed for residential housing and/or wild-life playgrounds, and many of 
the potential customers have no inkling of what went on there in the 1950s and 60s-—- 
maybe even longer. This book is long, and the reading a bit stilted, but it is 
very well researched and documented. Because of the subject matter, publication 
took a lot of effort, and even now circulation seems somewhat limited. (Try to get it 
from your library; our bodkstore says it is out of print.) 

“Only put off until tomor- 


row what you are willing 


ee to die having left undone.’ 
Non-fiction Pablo Picasso, quoted in 


RefDesk.com 


eee THE ACCIDENTAL UNIVERSE, Alan Lightman 

New York, Vintage Books,2014; 145 pages 
As a physicist, author, and teacher, Mr. Lightman presents 

a host of ideas including, "The Temporary Universe," "The Spiritual Universe," 
"The Symetrical Universe," plus ~Gargantuan, Lawful, Disembodied,in 
addition to "Fhe Aécidental" Universe. His writing is clean and understandable 
to read, if not to absorb. He touches on quantum physics--a concept completely 
beyond me--and the dustcover comments assess the book quite well. 


** LONGITUDE, Dava Sobel Nonfiction 

New York, Bloomsbury, 2005; 175 pages 
It really never occurred to me that longitude was a concept that had to be 

discovered; I suppose that I thought those lines had always gone up and down the 
map. Before "they"figured it out, a lot of ships, treasure, and people went 
to the bottom of the sea because the sailors did not know where they were or how 
far it was until a safe spot was reached. This is "the true story of a lone genius 
wo solved the greatest scientific problem of his time." The telling of this tale is 
detailed and makes for interesting and Surprising reading,-- and I worry a little bit 
about the sailors who are going it alone as they try to cross the ocean and drop 
their compass overboard. 
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